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ELECTRIC TE LEGRAPH I:'i CHRIST-
CHURCH.

Officer in Chm-ge- J . A. H utt on.
CBllnter Clerk-L. J ohnston. .
.dssistants-J. Durgan, L. M. Shr unp ton, J. G.

Ballard.

DISTRICT COURT, W E STLL\""D.

JII.d~e-E. Clarke
Clerk-E. Hardcastle
B ailiff-T. Kenr ick

RESIDENT MAGIS TRATES' COURTS.

R esident Mag istrates -Christchw'ch, C. C. Bo.wen ;
Lyttelton, W. Donald ; Ak aroa and Pigeon
Bay, J. W atson; Timaru, B. 'Woo!lcombe)
North Can terbury dist rict , 1"". B. Pauli; IIokI­
t ika, Gerald G. Fi tzGerald ; Greymout~,
Wi lliom H orton Rev ell : 'I'otara, Justin
Aylm9r; Okari ta, ~I. Pricc.

Clerks to the B ench-Chri st church, T. B. Bain;
Lyttelton, J . Townscnd; Kai apoi, F . G. H ew­
ling .; Akaroa, Cyprian Brook; Timaru , H.
Simmonds ; Lcithflcld and Rangiora, E. Sim­
mons ; IIokitika, F . de C. Malet ; Greymouth,
H enry Kenric k; Totara, J ames Simp son.

B ail ijfs-Christchurch, W. E. Burko , Lyttelton,
H. Brooks ; H okitika, 'I'homas K enri ck and
Thos. Christian; Timaru, E . D ull'; Kaiapoi,
)1. Lynskey.

'Interpreter to Com·ts-Rev. J . W . Stack.

CJIRISTCH{;RCU llE:fCII.

The an nual meeting to revise the J ury List is
held on the 1st F ebruary in each year.

The annual meeting to grant Slaughter-house
licenses is held on th e 31st of August in each year.

The annu al Public House Licensing Mecting
begin s on the first Tuesday in )Iay.

Thc Quar terly P u1 1ic House Licensing Meetings
are held on the first Tuesdays in March , Septe mber,
and December,

Mectp,gs for transfcrring licenses are held on any
day.

Debt cases, und er £2 0, are heard every Tuesday
and Thursday; th ose over £2 0, e,ery 1Vcdnesday ;
summary proceedings, assaults, &c., e,ery Thursday ;
IlDdPohce cases e,ery day.

ELECTORAL OFFICERS.
Principal Retllrni..!! Officer (for the election of

Superintendent); William Donald. Dep1,ty
ditto; William Wilson

Retllj'nin,q Officers in Canterbll1'Y (for Members of
th e House of Reprcsentativcs, in the districts
sct opposit e th eir names,) vis :- City of Christ­
church, Avon, Heathcote, Kaillpoi, Town of
Lyttelton, Mount Herbert, Thomas William
)faude ; Wesdand, G. S. Sale; G.1adstone and

Timnru, B. W oollcombe ; Cheviot, J. Birch ;
Ashley, W. B. ~auli; Akaroa, J. Watson ;
Selwyn and Coleridge, E . J. :roee.

R etllrning Officers (for the Election of Mem~ers of
th e P rovincial Council of Canterbury, m the
distri cts set opposite th eir names) :-City of
Christchu rch, Papanui, Ri ccart on, Heathcote,
Town of Lyttelton, Lincoln, Town of K aiapoi
Scfton, Oxford, Rang iora, P ort Victoria, Wai.
para , Mandeville, William D onald; Town of
Akaroa, Wainui, and the Bays, E . C. Lat ter ;
Rakaia an d Selwyn , E. J. Lee ; Ashburton,
C. P. Cox : Geraldine, Town of Timaru, W ai.
tangi, 'Vaimat e, and Seadown, B. Wo ollcombe ;
Mount Cook, F . W. Teschmak er; Town of
H okitika, Town of Gr eymouth, and.Westland,
G. S. Sale.

POLLING PLACE S FOR TH E E LECTION
OF MEMBERS OF THE PROVINCIAL
COUNCIL OF THE PROVINCB OF
CANTERBURY.

CIIIUSTCJIURCH-Town Hall.
LYTTELTo~-Town HIlII.
ltIccARTolf-School.house, Riccarton ,
A'ON-School-house, Riccart on.

School-house, P apanu i,
P APANUI-School.h ousc, Papanui.
H EATIICoTE-Road Board Office, F erry road.

School-house, Lincoln road.
KU.HoI-Resident ~ragistrate's Office.
R UwIORA-Resirlen t :Magistrate' s Office.
:1>IA~DEvILLE-School-house, K aiapoi Is land.

School-house, W oodend.
OXFORD-Sur>ey Office, Oxford .
SEFTo~-Road Board Office, Sefton .
Lrxcor.x-c-School-house, Prebbleton,
P ORT Yrcronr .a-e-Residence of C. Vigers, E sq.,

Governo r's Bay.
AKARoA- Resident Magistra te's Offlce,
W J.INUI-School.houst', Duv auchelle's Bay.
THE BAYs- School.h ouse, Okain's Bay.

School-house, P igeon Bay.
SELwYN- Roa d Board Office, Leesion.

G. A. E. Ross' 1Voolshed, Bealcy Track.
R.A.KAU.-Ford's 1,,"00Ished, Selwyn F orks.

Rh odcs' 1Voolshed, Racecourse IIill.
ASHDURTO~-T. Moorhouse's W oolshed.
TDIARu-l~esident Magistrate's Court.
GERALDI~E-nesident MaGistrate's Office, AI·ow.

henua; and Mr. Cox' s \Voolshed, Orari.
WAIPJ.RA-G. Moore's W oolshed.
WAITANul-Sheath 's W oolshed, Te Ngawai.

H. Mcyer's 'Voolshcd.
If. Jollie's Wool shed.

MOUNT CooK-Teschmaker's Woolshed.
' VJ.DuTE-Studholme's Woolshed.
SEADowN-Level's 1Voolshed.
HOKlTlKA-1Varden's Court.
GRBYMOUTII-Warden's Court.
WESTLA:fD-Warden's Court, Hokitika.

Warden's Court, Greymouth.
'Yarden's Court, W!Ilmea.

WESTLAlfD-Waden's Court, Kanieri.
Warden's Court, Ross.
Warden's Cour t, Okarita.

THE MOORHOUSE TUNNEL.

AT 6.30 a.m, on Friday, the 2.!th May, 1867, commu nication was established between th e two dr ives in th o
tunnel, by the miners on the P ort side breaking in to a drill hole sun k some days previously in the face of"
the H eathcote drive, After a few minutes spent in enlarg ing the opening, an iron rod was passed through
from drive to drive, the distance between th e two fact's bcing fourteen fect. The alignment and the levels
were thus pr oved to have been perfectly corr ect, and the tu nnel was practically complet ed .

To write an intelligible account of the Moorhouse Tu nnel, it is necessary to go back to the earliest
records in th e history of Canterbury . F or, out of the geographical difficulty of communication between ths
P ort and the Pl ains which met the first settlers on their landing, and which has ever since seriously impeded
the progress of the province, arose the conception of the grcat work which may now be said to be virt ually
completed. There are many still among us who can recall the feelings of dismay and disappointment with
which th e lofty hills surrounding Lyttelton were first regarded . Beyond, lay an almost interminable pla in,
which, even to thc unpractised eye of th e new comer, (l'ave promise of full return for the labo ur that might
be expen ded up on it. Bu t before this could be reached a barrier of form idable dimen sions inte rposed in t he
shap e of lofty abrupt hills, and no available means existed of overcoming th e difficulty . It must havo
required all the courage and resolution with which the early settlers were so amply endo wed, to have faced
this serious and un expected difficulty. The records of th at date prove that it was universally felt to be the
one drawback to the propl'ess of the settlement , and that it caused great anxi ety and disappointment to all
the settlers , Many of the earliest pilgrims had been led to believe that th ey would find 1\ practicable roa d
lea(ling to th e plains; and th eir chagr in was proportiona tely great on flnding the ir anti cipations incorre ct,
From the first , then, we find one of th e chief subjec ts of publi c int erest to have bcen, the discussion of th o
best means of communication between th e Port and the Pl ain s.

W'hen th e first ships arriv ed with settlers there were bu t two ways of reaching the pla ins . One by
scrambling oyer the hill, either by th e line of th e pr esen t brielle path or by Cass' Bay to Rivor law, the other­
by tak ing boat and going round by Sumn er and up th e Avon to the Bricks Wharf, nearly opposite the
Cemetery , At that time the H eath cote was considered not to be nnvigable. A line of road via Sumner had,
ind eed been sun-eyed by Capt 'I'homas, but it was found impossible to proceed with it for want of fun ds.
The incomers, as a ru le, footed the hill whil e their goods went roun d by Sumner, an d not unfrequently
cam e to gric f, for at that timc the bar was imp erfectly known, and decked river crafts were hardly to be
obtaineel. In a short tim e a tolerable bridle path over thc hill was finished, which has been widened
and imp roved from time to time, and is st ill the principal medium of commu nication for foot and horse
passengers. The completion of a cart road from th e foot of the hill on the H eathcote side to the river, tho
esta blishmen t of a ferry there, and the construction of a road to Christchurch, followed within tho first year,
and greatly promoted th e convenie nce of travellers. About thc same ti me the H eathcote was found to bo
navi gable, and Christchurch quay on the new road was opened . But th e grand desideratum of a cart road
to the plains was not yet to be accomplished . In December, 1851, a meetin g of the Society of land purchasers
was held to consider the report of a select committee of thei r body upon th e best means of communication.
The report recommended that a sum of £30,000 should be borrowed to carry out the Sumn er road . Public
meet ings were held both in Lyttclton and ChrIstchurch, endorsing th e views of the Society . It is curious
to observe that so far back as th is the subject of a railway tu nnel was discussed, and only put aside as
bein g considered premature. Apparently it was easier in those days to pass a resolution in favour of
borrowing than to obtain the money, for nothing appears to have bcen done towar ds pu shing on the Sumner
road till the first Provincial Government took up th e subject, and appointed a Commission, cousistiug of
Messrs. Bray, Cridland, Dobson, H arman, and J ollie, to repor t on the several modes of communication
between the P ort and th e Pl ains. These gent lemen issued a report in April, 1854, in which th ey
recommended the Govern ment to make a railway via Sumner, with a tunn cl below Evans' Pass to Gollan's
Bay, or , if tha t scheme proved beyon d the resources of th e province, to construct a cart road vi" Sumner
with a tunnel through the top of Evan s' Pas s. 'I'his work was to be accompanied with certain improvemen ts
to th e bar at Sumner, The presen t line of tunnel and railway was considered in the report, and thou~h

the cost was estimated only at £ 155,000, th e scheme was considered by th e Commissioners to be beyond th e
resow'ces of the province. Anoth er line was point ed out as worthy of consideration, in which th e road was
made to wind up the spurs at th e back of Lyttelton to a tunnel GOOyar ds in leng th at th e head of th e gully,
descending into D ampier's Bay at an elevation of 520 fect above th e sea.

The Govcrnmellt dccided upon the road, and about a year aft er th e dat e of the report referred to, the
work of making th e Sumner road commenced . On the 24th August, 1859 the road was formally
opened by the Superintendent, MI'. FitzGc~ald, who dl'o~e a dog-cart 0 t and arrived in LJttelton
without damage, to th e surprise of mally of those ",ho doubted its capabilities for traffic. It was some tim9
after this before th e road was opened for the heavy cart traffic, which from th e tillIe it commenced has gone
on gradually increasing to the pres ent date.

'While the Sumner Road was under (liscussion and in course of construction, various efforts were bcing
made to improve th e river navigation. It is a singular fact that in th ose days th e idea gf using the
Heathcote rivcr for the purposes of traffic was strongly oppost'd by some of the Ly tt elton mer chants. On
the 18th December, 185~, Captain Drury, of II.M .S. Pandora, reported upon the condition and capabilities
.of thc Sumner Bar. The general ten or of the report was ad,erse to making any attempt to impro,e the


