suggestions of the Opposition with a due regard to their own position.  But an empty exchequey
altered all this. The Opposition knew that office had nothing to offer them except a continug)
struggle between limited means and large demands ; and, when it was impossible to win the glory
which the prosecution of large publie works brings to a Government, there were few who cared
strive for the still greater, though less obvious, honour of carmrying on the Government creditab
and safely in a time of great difficulty. Aeccordingly. while the Council insisted on dictating t}

licy of the Government, the latter demanded no higher position than that of carrying out

1es of the Council. The session of the Council closed on Januvary 12. A second sessi

rovineial Council was held from June 7 to July 19, but the business transacted calls for no speci
comment. It was mainly confined to discussing the probable income and expenditure of t}
province for the next nine months, and exhibited in a still stronger light the altered positions of
Government and the Council.

On January 14, Sir George Grey, who had not visited Canterbury for fifteen years, landed af
Lyttelton, and was received with the utmost enthusiasm. His Excellency remained in the province
for over a month, and so identified himself with the interests, feelings, and hopes of the settlers as
to win universal popularity.  After thoroughly exhausting all the objects of interest in the more
immediate neighbourhood of Christchurch, he travelled southward to Timaru and westward to
Hokitika, thus enjoying opportunities of seeing the province in two very different aspects, both as
regards the pursuits of its inhabitants and its physical conformation.  His Excellency’s estimate of
Canterbury, as compared with other portions of New Zealand with which he was acquainted, was
somewhat fancifully expressed. To him it was the Ugly Duck among the provinces—uglier, bigger,
less promising at first than any one member of the Provineial family, but in its gradual growth and
development surpassing all the others.  After visiting the provinces of Otago and Southland, Siv
George Grey returned to Wellington ; subsequently he visited Nelson and Marlborough. While on
this subject, it is not out of place to notice the very general regret expressed at Sir Greorge Grey’s
retirement from the Government of New Zealand. Although his term of office had expired, few

dreamed that he would be recalled, so thoroughly identified had his name become with the Colo
Rightly or wrongly, it was felt that the manner of Sir Greorge Grey’s recall was at least wantin
consideration for the many distinguished services he has performed, and his untiring devotion to the
advancement of colonization. His name is inseparably connected with the history of New Zealand

and he retires from its Government with the respect due to one who has done much to advanc
its prosperity. Sir George Grey’s successor is Sir Greorge Fergusson Bowen, who has been Grovernor
of Queensland during the past six years, and who, in that capacity, has displayed firmness, tact
discrimination under trying circumstances.

As the first attempt at federal action on the part of the Australasian Colonies, tl
Conference held at Melbourne during the month of March deserves more than a pa
The Conference was suggesied by the Imperial authorities, who expressed their desire to ai
establishment of a more complete postal scheme of communication with Britain, provided the colo
were unanimous in recommending it. The Conference met on March 4. In all, six colonies w
represented—Victoria, New South Wales, South Australia, Tasmania, Queensland, and N
Zealand. The delegates from the latter were the Hon. Mr. John Hall, Postmaster-General, and
Myr. Crosbie Ward. The deliberations of the Conference terminated on March 20, and the schem
agreed on included three services—by Suez, Panama, and Torres Straits—at an estimated annual
cost of £400,000, half of which it was expected the Home Government would contribute. But
after events have proved unfavourable to the scheme recommended by the Conference. The
Victorian Parliament, ostensibly on the ground that Sydney was made the terminus of all the
routes, refused to ratify the agreement entered on by the delegates of that colony, and thus the
unanimity insisted on by the Imperial authorities was destroyed. Tt has subsequently transpired
that the Chief Secretary of the Post-office Department in England has reported unfavourably on
the postal scheme agreed on by the Conference.

The annnal session of the General Assembly was opened on July 9, and lasted till October 10.
For many reasons, it was by far the most important in the history of the colony. Before pro-
ceeding to discuss the principal measures dealt with by the Assembly, it is necessary to glance
shortly at one event which occurred during the recess. A very large majority of the people of
Otago elected as their Superintendent a gentleman who, some years ago, was adjudged unworthy to
hold the same office, and was accordingly removed by order of the Governor. It is not necessary
to allude farther to the circumstances of Mr. Macandrew’s dismissal from office ; 1t is enough that
he was dismissed, and that he was again elected by the people of the province. The General

Government could not alto gether approve of Mr. Maca P it of O.ta}\_u.‘;:‘nJ.II‘.;‘(\A}"
determined on a course which, while it marked their disapproval, d.n_l not intei :o‘n; \‘\-uvl: the V(“il:i;lk.
of the people. They refused to delegate to Mr. Macandrew cert: m‘_‘pm\ ers ,'::,‘n.(‘{ 1.111' ‘:wlf lL” s
Act, which, as Superintendent, he was mmlh-‘(l to exercise, and virtually fransferrec t va“ .ITI.H}‘I_{L:
ment to the central authority. The people of Otago were naturally indi ant, :n:dr for a \n.n\l 1.1_\
« Otago difficulty” occupied a considerable share of public attention throughout the co ‘n\
Extreme measures were freely canvassed, but prudent counsels prev: led, and the question \\‘I'
veferred to the General Assembly. It was the jirft important sulu‘m-x dealt \\":‘h when the .\‘_~~«"nﬂv]._\'
met, and the Government efficted a compromise, by \\lllt‘]lj althou such was 11.!1 4‘.vl-’IIAl‘cl..\.
declared—the withheld powers were to be conferred on the Supermtendent of ('!:1;-”: '.I his ]11~
since been done. Many who were not prepared to 1’1‘4‘:‘}_‘!!1%‘.)[1‘. .\l:u-:nuh‘w w’s fitness for e wlﬁuu
of Superintendent were still less prepared to endorse the action i‘;ﬂ\cu by the (rm’m':{] (”1“\ 1 .»mmt}.n'l.
They recognised in it an attempt against the Uld«]}\‘iul\a“lh'\'.nf 1[}\‘. provinces, :nAm they did not ;11‘
to remember that My. Stafford, at the close of the session in 1866, announced xlyx‘u x}nvlmunl_«tl‘ (11\
Government to bring in ameasure which, it was suspected, would aim at the same "‘.‘.!":'\' 111«31‘:;.: l.l.' xilh.,‘.
During the recess no subject had been more canva s«-gl by those \\?m I;gl{x* an 1li1l\-1[\->‘ .‘”.I polit x{ 8 11:‘:1],1
the probable policy of the Government with regard to the nu'lll\ln‘: I I'UA\'H‘I?'ll‘?ll ( 1\11 1‘1;,17. . [\\ ‘fl\ll,
at an early period of the session, it became known that a Local Government L‘l‘v,. \\.uu‘u] n‘ ll{ll:\v‘\ .m.kf ;
its general scope and provisions were eagerly looked for.  In due time the Bill saw the light 3 .‘1\]}:
contrary to general expectations, the Grovermment declined to stake 'rhur existence on ln\ :mr‘ u
It was .1\“]'0(:10( by a large majority. ‘lintm' on in lhAch-ssmn,. the (|uc>t1m‘1 of lru,l-'.‘ll (H!\lt,‘}).:ﬂl.k‘l? \wi,
again brought up, and the provinee of L‘nutm"blni.\' virt 1'1:111)' ‘llsmcmlwrcd‘I)l\' two ,\wl_.~ W 114\..1”\ x. AIU\;“%
the sanction of the House. The outlying district of Timaru had been for years ‘hiwmm.:.‘i \\lt‘fli
the treatment it had rveceived from the Provincial Couneil, and when the Lo al Gov r\.'wnr."xt 3i

was thrown out by the General Assembly, an active party of local politicia ommenced an agitation

with the view of securing some of the advantages which they professed to believe would have n

secured to them by that Bill. The result was the passing of the 'l‘_im:n‘u u.na‘t “;'1" l:\‘:;m:' \“ val o
Works Act. By thi , the district south of the Rangitata, and imhuhl_w_" the five ?\‘, d Board v.]\\

f Timaru, Waimate, Levels, Mount Cook, and Geraldine, was c\ms‘utulc-,l‘ C v!li‘:“;ll Board,
retaining its individual existence, and endowed with twenty-five per cent of the land revenue
within ifs bounds. In addition to this, a portion of the 1'1111\':11.1.4 d Cant y deber
—was allofted to the district, to be expended on certain specified W : i
opposed in the House by Mr. Moorhouse and a few of the Canterbury mem ».-lz'\. miaindy on L
avround that it established the right of the Greneral Government to interfere in the disp x\.d. of the
land fund of the province, and because it was applying to one province a principle which ‘llw'”‘ use
refused to sanction in the case of the whole Colony. The Timaru and Gladstone Bill }x:m 1

t

1 1
nela
land, includ

through all its stages, when the House was informed that the difn:ivl r_»t’ ":\ es ) » o
nortion of the Provinee of Canterbury lying to the westward of the dividing ranges, was fo \1\‘],‘ ;
with in much the same way. The inhabitants of the district, or a po n of them, had pet1 L] I:Ll
Greneral Assembly for separation from Canterbury, on the plea that their 1_:m~]a'v~1~ were uggle tec
and 1gnored by the eastern half of the province. l,h.e conduct of AL afford m ¢ j.x:u‘u{‘,lw.l ;\ 1]1]111
this subject deserves to be placed on record, He at first proposed to refer the petition x 1.‘:‘1:} .
to a Select Committee of the House. The Committee was appointed ; | ut, Iu:!um" it \{.1«1 h\: }.‘;!:Y
any report, Mr. Stafford asked leave to bring in a Bill cor stituting Westland :':_( «,)".lll“\:‘:.l.l‘\ : _;."1.1'.11.:__:‘
it a local Grovernment. Notwithstanding this unconstitutional and unp l!llclll:ll.\' met u\:.L )i
procedure, the Bill was carried through all i‘«.% stages, and became law. It grants l‘j l,m; « n ‘_._1
Central Board, composed of nine members, eight of whom are elected, .fm&d unt‘f—lm. Ajlj(‘ n{.nﬂ )
nominated by the Governor. The machinery of Government is actually the same as that of the

i is differe the Chairman of the Board, or Superinten-
Provinces, under another name, with this difference—the Chairman of the Board, or Superi

dent as he may be called, is nominated by the Governor, instead of hvinq‘ov‘.ﬁ‘\-(czl by the people, EH]ME
all the revenues of the distvict pass through the hands of the Colonial ,l.'l'c:\»m';“\n l]l“c:‘gnl‘n _)(L
said that either of these Bills has given satisfaction to those whom they affect. : lhg C |.s‘l111)u‘t'>‘g{uo,1’
lying from Timaru have expressed thcms_o]\'m as op]w_usml to the Timaru :_11?(1. ((hdhh;”ft' t-'(:dt\-t]pu
Works Act, alleging that under its provisions they will be in a worse position 11 l‘x:qiﬂn U‘HL,V,( 7 (1;.
they were entirely dependent on the L’rovm('\:‘ll L"mlm-x\. On the Wes ‘( 0:17;1. l.‘lnr(l.l‘n_\I‘ll‘il‘ilin‘,‘ ol
trict, an important part of the new County of W L'\llil‘.]}l, has not ceased to :\g.ﬁ:\h. or .H]l‘l .1 e
Nelson. While the Bill was passing through committee ,\r!'.f\[(‘wl']!(m\.', who \\ns{plm\uq iz
awkward position by being the representative of Westland in the Ho c‘_:llllan} tAl‘L \\,1‘1',)‘\(“‘(,\'
Canterbury as its Superintendent, managed to carry an amendment, dcv.x.n'ln:;r ll l]L .1%‘ \‘\ [‘;U\-mc}
liable, in proportion to its Customs revenue from year to _\'c;u'.wﬁn- the debt incurrec .{_\ 11 \“1 v
of Canterbury. The scheme of finance advanced by the Colonial Treasurer includer




