
12""

suggestions of the Opposition with a due regard to their own position. But an empty excheque
altered all this. !h.e Oppositi on knew that office had nothing to offer th em excapt .a ~ontinuaI
struggle between limited means and large demands; and, when it was impo ssible to win the "lor
wh.ICh the pr ose.cution of large public works brings to a Govern ment, there were few who ear~l t~
st rive for t~1C sh~ l great er, thoug:h less obvious, honour of carrying on the Government creditahl
all(~ safely m a tunc of gre at difficulty. Accordingly . while the Council insisted on dictatino th~
p?h ey of th e Goverl.Iment, th e h~tter demanded n.o higher position than that of carl'ying ont the
'~Ish~s ~f th e Co~mcil. The session of the Council closed on J anuary 12. A second session of the
P rovin cial Council was !ICld from June 7 t? Jul.J: In, but the business transacted calls for no special
com~ent. It was mainlj- confined to discussing th e probable income and expend iture of the
provmce for the next nin e months, and exhibited in a still stron ser lizht th e altered positi ons of the
Government and the Council. e °

On JannarJ' H, Sir Geo~'ge Grey, who had not "Visited Cant erbury for fifteen year s, landed at
Lyttelton, and was reeClv~d With the .utmost e.Ilth usia~m . His Exc:ellene.,· remained in the pr ovince
for o:er a I.nonth, and so I.dentlfied hims elf With the interests, feelmgs, and hopes of the settlers as
~o Will. umYeI:sal popularity, A~ter thoroughly exhausting all the objects of int erest in the more
unme(.hate nelgh~oll~'hood of Clu?~tehurch,.!lC tra,·elled. sou~ lnmrd to 'I'imnrn and westward to
.Hokitikn, thus en~oymg. 0~portl~1llbes of s?emg tho province in two "Very differen t aspects, both as
regards thc pursuits of ItS inhabitants and ItS physical conformation. His Excellenov's estimate of
Canterbury, a~ compm-od with oth el: P?rtions of New Zealand with which he was acqnaintcd, was
so~ue,~hat. f:'lll cJfnlly expressed. To him It was the U gly. D~ICk am?ng the pr?Yinc es-lIglier , bigger,
less plomlslllg at first. than any one member of th~ ~~oVlnc1ll1 fam.lly, but m Its gradual growth and
developm ent sur passmg all th e others . After V1sltmg the provinces of Otaco and South land Sir
G~OI'ge ~r~Y.l·~turned to \V ellington; s l~bsequently he "Visited Nelson and l\Ia~lborongh . 'Vhil~ on
thl~ subject, It IS not out of plac e to nohce the very general regret expressed at Sir Gcorge Grey's
retlremcnt from th e GOYernment of Xew Z~aland . Although his term of ollice had expircd, fcw
dl:eamed tha t he ,Yol~ld be rccalled, so t horoughly idcntifi ed had his name become with the Colonv.
Rlgl~tly 01: m'ongly, It was fe!t ~hat th e manner of Sir George Gr e)" s recall ,yas at least 'Yantin" in
conslderahon for the many dlstm gllishcd seH ices h e ha s perform ed, and his uu tirin" deyolion to°the
advancemc.nt of eolo.niza tion . His llan~e is ill5eparably conn ected with the hi story °of N"ew Zealand,
~nd he reh.res fro~ ItS Go"Vernment ,nth the respect d ue to one who ha s done mu ch to ad vance
Its prosperity . Sir George Grey's successor is Sir Gcor "e F cr"usson Bowen who has been Go vcrnor
of Quce llslallcl during the past six years, and who, in tl~at cal~citv has displaYed firmness tact and
discrimi nation uuder tryiu g cir cumstances. . , . "

As the first attempt at federal action on th e par t of the An str alasian Colonies the P ostal
Conference held at :i\fclbolll'ne during the ~nonth of .~[areh desenes more t han n pa~sing noti ce.
Th e C:onference was snggesle d by the Imperial nuth or ltles, who expressed th eir desir e to aid in the
estnbhshm~nt of ~ more complete postal seheme of com munication with Britain, provided the colonies
were 11Ilallimo us III reeommendin g it. '1'he Conference met on ~Iarch 4. In all, six colon ies were
represented-Victoria, New South Wales, South Au str alia, Tasmani a, Queensland, and New
Zealand. Th e delegates from the latter were th e llon. ~[r. John Hall Po stm ast er -General and
]\Jr. Crosbi~ 'Vard. The dclib~rations of th e Conferen ce terminated on harch 20, and the sciICme
agreed on IIlcluded three servI~es-by Sue z, Panama, and Torres Straits-at an estimated annual
cost of £ ·100,000, hal f of which it was expected the Home Goyernment would contribute . Bnt
af~er ?Yents h.aYc proved l~nfaYourable to th e schcme recomlllended by the Conferen~e. The
VlOtorllln Parh ament! osten slblJ on the ground that Sydn cJ was made the terminu s of all the
route.s, ~'efl~sc ,! to ratify the agreCIn~nt enterc~l . on by the dolegates of that colony, and thus the
unanmnty I~] slstcd on by the Imperml ,authorltlOs ml S ?estroyed. It has subscquentlJ t ran spired
that the ChlOf Secretary of the Pos t-ofhce Department. III England hus reportcd unfavoUl'ably on
the postal schem e agrccd on by the Conferen ce.

The ann nal scs~ion of the General Assembly was open ed on July 9, and lasted till Oct.ober 10,
For .many rc~sons, It was .by. far the most importaut in the history of the colony. Before pro­
eeedmg to diSCUSS the I~rlllelpal measure~ dealt with by th e Assembly, it is necessary to glance
shortly at one eVCl~t wInch. occurred durmg the recess. A very large majority of th e people of
Otago elected as their Superllltenden~a gentleman who, some years ago, was adjudged unworthy to
hold the same office, al1(~ was accordmgly remo"Vcd by order of the Governol'. It is not neeessary
to allude farther to the circumstances of nIl'. ~Iacandrew's dismissal from oflice ' It is enou"h that
he was dismissed, and that he was again electcd by the people of the providee. The General
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.(}oyernlllen t could not alt o gethe r approye of )[r. )facandrew as Supcrintcndcut of O.fago, aIH! tl~cy

det crmined on a course wh ich , whil e it marked th eir disnpprov nl, did not interfere With thc choice
of the people. Th c): refused to del egat e .t? :\11'. :\[aea.ndrew cCI:tain pOWCI:? ~lIllkr the Goldfields
Act, which , as Superin tendent, he was entitled to exercise , and Vlrt ll~lly . l ranst clTcd thei r !!'anage­
Juent to th e central au thority . The people of Ota go were nut ur ally indignaut, and for a tnne the
" Otago difllcult y " occupied a considerable share of public at tention throughout thc . colony.
Extreme mea sure s were freely canv assed, but pruden t counsels prevailed, and the question was
referred to th e Gen eral Assemblv. It was th e first impor tant su bject dealt wit h \\hcn the Assembly
met , and th e Government elf, eted a compro mise, by wh ich- although such wns not ,!i;l i.nctly
declared- the withheld powers were to be conferred on th e Supermtcndcnt of Otugo . Ilns has
since been done. :-'[any wh o were not prepared to rccognise. :\11'. Macandrew's fitness f~1' th e otlicc
of Superin tendent were still less prepared to endorse the ncno n takcn b): the Gr-nerul C.oYl'l'l1l1len!.
Thcv recozni sed in it un at tempt against the ind ependence of thc pr ovinces, and ~ h,'Y did not fail
to rem ember th at ?III'. St afford, at th e close of the session in I SGG, anuouuced thc uitcnt iou of the
Goyernment to brina in a mcnsurc whi ch, it was suspected, would aim at the same object more direct ly ,
Durin" th e recess n~ subject had been more can vassed by those who take an interest ill pol itics than
the pr~bable policy of th'e Govemment with regard to th e outlying ProYin~ial ,li st ril'l " ,. mul when,
at an earl y period of th e session, it became known th at a Local Govern ment BIl.1 would be u.ltl'olluced,
its gcneral scope and pr ovisions were eagerly 100ke(1 for.. I u du e tim e the nll ~ saw th e 1.lght ; and
contrary to genera! expectati ons, the Government declined to st ake th eir existenco on Its success.
I t was rejected by a lar ge majori ty. Later ou in the session, the ques tion of Local Go,·c~·nmen t. ,rnd

Main brouuht up, and the province of Canterbury vir tually disme mbered by two Act.s which recc l\:cd
t1~e sanctio~l of th e IIonse. 1'h e outlying distric t of 'I' imaru had bccn for years discoutoutcd With
the tr-eatment it had received from the Provincial Council, and when the Loca l Government B ill
was thrown ont by th c General Assembly, an acti" e p~rt y of local p?l it icians co~nmeuce,1 an agitatio n
with the view of seem'in" some of the advanta" es whIch they professed to belIeve woultl haye bccn
'scem'ed to them by t hat"B ill. '1'he result wa~ the passing of the 'ri marn and Ghdstonc BoaI'd. of
" Torks Act. By th is, the district sout h of the Rangita ta, and including thc fir e Ro ad Hoard llIst rlCts
of Tim ar n, ' Vaim atc, Lcvels, :-'Iount Cook, and Geraldinc, was constituted l1 Central Doal'cl , ~.ach
re taining it s individn al existence, and endowed with t wcnty -five per cent of the land re,-cnucralsed
within its bounds. I n ad dition to this, a portion of the unrealized Canterbl1l'Y llebent I1I'cs- ,(;30,000
- was allott ed to t he district, to be expended on certa in specified wOl·ks. 'l 'his Dill ,,:as strongly
opposed in the H ouse by 111'. l\[oorhouse and a few of the Cante~bury mel.ubcl's, maml.'· on. the
rrround that it establishcd the ri"ht of the General Governmcnt to mtcrfcre m the dIsposal ot the
land fund of the pr ovince, an d be~ause it was applying to one prov ince a principlc ,~'h ich the H ouse had
refused to sanc tion in the case of the whole Colom' . The Tima ru and Gladstone Bill had barcly passed
throu"h all its stao-cs, when the H ouse ,,'as info r'med that the d istri ct of ,,-cstland, ineluding all that
porti;n of the Pr~"ince of Clln.t?rbl.Iry ly~ng to the westw~l\'(1 of the d.iYiding ranges, was t~ be dealt
with in much the same way. I he mhabltunts of th e (listrICt, 01' a por tIOn of th cm, had lwl lllOned the
General _\.ssembly for separation from Cante rbury, on the ple'l tha t the ir interests ,,-el'O n.eglc c~ed
am! Iguor ed by the castern ha lf of th e province. The conduct of :\Ir. Staflord ll~ .eonnectl,on With
th is subj ect. desen es to be placed on record. lIe at first proposed to refer th e PCtltlO!] of " ~stll\l~d
to a Select Comm ittee of th e House. Th e Committ ee ,r as appointcd; bn t, bcfore It ha d gl\'cn m
any report, :\Ir. Stafford asked l e~ve to b.ring in a Bill con.st it~ting " .estlaml a .County, aud grantmg
it a local Go,'ernment . Notwl thstaudmg tlus un constIt utIOnal and unparhamentary metho.d of
procedl1l'e, th e Bill was carr icd through all' its stages , an d bccame law. It grants to the dIstr Ict a
Central Board, composcd of niu e membcrs, eight of whom ar c elected, and one-the chan'm~n­
nominated by th e Governor. '1'he machinery of Gove l'llment is act ually the same as l,hat ?t th c
Province s, undcr lInoth er namc, with thi s llitrerEmce-the Chai rnIllll of the Board , 0 1' ::iul'erlllten- '
dent as he ml1Y be called, is nominatcd by the Go,-el'llol" instclu! of bcing c}ected by th c peop le, and
all the reven ues of the dii'trict pass through th e hands of the Colomal l'1·caSl1l'er . I ~ cl~nnot be
said that eith cr of these Bi !!s has given sati sfact ion to tho se whoUl th eyaffcct. '1'he clIst rICts out-,
Iyin" from '1'imaru ha"e express cd themsell-cs as opposed to 'the '1'ima1'll ~l~ d Ghdston c,Bom'u 'of
iVo~ks Act, alleging that under its provisions th ey will be in a worse posl~lOn than before , wh~n
they wcre cntircly depcl1llent on the PrO\'incial Couneil. On the 'Vest Coas~ . the ,Gre)'Ulout~l (hs·
trict, an important part of the new Connty of "rcstla~d, ha s not eeai'cd to agItate for Itllnexat~on to
N"elson. \ Vhile the Bill was passing through comnu tt ee :\Ir. :-'[oorhous~, who was pla ecd III an
awkward position by bcing the representativ c of 'Vestland in the H ouse, . and of th e wh ole of
Canterbury as its Superintendent, mau aged to carry an amend ment, dec!ar mg th e ne,,- CO I~nty
liable, in propcrtion to its Customs re"Vellne from year to ye,}r, for t!le debt mcurr e.d by thc ProVl~lce
of Cantcrbury. The scheme of financ e adyan ced bJ the Colomal Treasurer meluded twO 1111-


