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port ant principles-the adjustment of accounts bet ween the General Government and th e
Provinces und er th e Surplus Rercllucs Act, and thc consol idat ion of all Provincial loans, T he
first was th e nccessary pre lude to thc second , Hit her to t ho provinces hav e been considered entitled
to t lu-ee-cight hs of the Customs reven ue, th e otl.ei- mo iety going to the General Government. But
when t he uccounts were made up at th e end of th e financial ~'ear 1866-7, it was found that soms
of the pr ovinces had been over-paid, wh ile others had no t, received all the y were entitled to , The
Colonial Treasurer proposed to close the accounts on a pl an which th e H ouse endorsed, and to
place the rclat ions between the General and P roviu-iul Governmen ts on a di fferent footi ng in the
future, I nstead of three-eighths of th eir Customs r evenu e, the P rovinces will now receive half the
revenue, from whatever sou rce derired-e-exclusive of their land fu nd- that is ra ised with in th eir
bou nds, From th is will be deducted th e in terest and sinking fund on th e loans of each Province, a­
1I'e11 as the cha rges for certain services. 'I'he nccounts will bc made up m onthly, and should the
share of revenue to whi ch any pr ovince is ent itle d not be sufllcient to defray th e cha rges again st
it. th e deficiency will be mad e a flrst charge on its land fund. :So feature of th e Coloni nl Tren­
surer' s pol icy was more conspic uous than the liberality evinced towards th e North I sland Provinces,
e,peeiall y Au ckland. Altogether they received a pccuni.n-y advan tagc equa l to at least £ '100,000,
The consohd ati on of P rovincial L oans had become absolutely necessary from th e fact that Provin­
cial bonds were un snleuble, whil e som e of thc Pi-ovin ces were liable for large sums under cngage­
nien ts eut ercd int o on the fai th of loans authorisod, tho ugh no t gnarau teed, by the Gencrul Govern,
men t. Thc Colonial 'J' I'C·asm e,', in making Ilis financial st:;temf'nt , stated that Provincial bonds
wonlel fil'st uo conyer tell into Colonial stock, and th cn recci\,c thc Colonial guurantco, As most of
t hcsc bonds hall fallen gl'eally below pal' , in somc instances as Illnch as 25 pcr cont" it "'as ob\'ious
that in th e process of conversion II considerable proJit wonld arise, Bnt whcn th e matter callle to
be finally set tled, thc Go"e l'l1lllcnt proposal was found to be compl etely changed, 'l'hey brought in
wl", t was callcd thc l 'nulic Debts Bill, th e ficsl clause of which deelared that" from !tnd aft er the
l'"ssing of th is Act " nil 1'roviucial bonds were to be held as Colonial stock; the proocss of eon­
yersion \"as entirely done U\\'lly with , aml th e vuInc of th e bonds was at once raised to pm', A
minorit~, in the H ousc of R epresenta tives protested str ongly ngain st this course, characteri sing it as
Il "g"oss fraud," au d a " gigautio swindle" on the colon~' , 'r he Bill passed th c Lower H ou se not­
with stan ding, ami ' .-., s sent to th c I. egislatil 'o Conncil. H ere it lIlot with determined oppos ition,
:llld some Ulnendments alter ing th e oqjecti onllble elunsc werc car ricd. A dcad-Iock bet"'eeu the two
H onses 'm oS the resnlt, an d it, 'ms only b~- sum moning to thcir ai,1 some members of th c L cgisJutive
Conneil '"ho had lcll- " -ellington th at th e Gorern mcnt were cnab led to earr~' the Bill. The gen oral
legislat ioll or the session was mll in l~- diroct ed to the consol idatioll of existing laws.

-The great publ ic work on which th e P roYinec of Canterbury has been engq.ged for the last six
wars- tIl l' }[oorholls c 'runnel- was sueeessfull v complcted on May 2 t As a full !Iiston- of the
i unnel i" gin'n in an oth el' purt of the .Umana~, it is U11l1 eces:'ar,Y io do more liere th au n'Otiee the
fact tha t th e firs t cr.gine , drn "'ing goods was-gons, passcd through fl'om H eath cote to Lylt elton on
the ni gh t of Koycmber 18. ,\-ith t ho cxcep tion of th e harbon r works in Lyttelton, whi ch have
slmrly p1'06rcs'cd dlll'in g the year, and arc st ill going on, the p ublic works of the pro\'inee hllw
Iwell few Ulld unimpor[ant. 'rhe Great Sou thern Railway has been complete d up to and across the
i' l'1wyn, :11:'1 is now in fnll opcrat ion. A line of rnih my to thc ,\' est Coast was mootcd in the
l ' roYincial Comlcil , and thc Goyc rnment was au tho l'ised to cxpcnd th e necessary funds in procuring
a preliminary snl'Yey , .\fter \\'ards , it was announccd th at a line was quit e. practicable by the
110l'thl'l'l1 ront e, :llld that th e pr obable cost would be £GOOO p CI' mile, Bu t th e prqject is alt ogether
beyon d tIll' means of thc pr oviuee, and could har,H;)' h ave been seriously cnt ertaincd, It lSpr obable
tl ml th e , :n'plus fuuds accI'nillg fr om the sale of thc debent ur cs will be exp eudcfl in providing, by
n'e:lllS of trumways, for th c uneompl et cd intcrn al comm unicat ions of thc proYince,

I mm ig:'at ion, du ring thc year, has been mainly eon fined to the introduction of singlc women
as dome stic Sl'lT ltn(s, Six inllnigrnnt 1'Cssels han al'l'iYcd from ,TllllllarJ' 5 to NoYember30, brin ging
in all nbC'u t- 800 statutc ad nits . Of th ese, about tlll'ee-lo1ll'ths 'have been single womcn , I n
"011n['('(ion ,,·ith thi s Sl:I!iect, it is neccssarJ' to n oticc that prostitution ha s attained to such a pitch
in Chl'isl f']nll'eh as to call for some stringcnt reprc;;:,iYc measures, 'l'hc increase of prostit ut es is
sai,l t o bl' d ue, in a gl'cat degree, to thc imliscrimillute illlport ati on of single women, most of wllOm
lan d in th e pl'ovince "'i th ou t ]'elati ons 01' friend s, A publio mceting in com.e ction with this subject
"'as held in th e 'l'own ][ull, on Novem bcr 21. The J) can of Christchurch presided, and most of
thc lendi ng eiliz l'ns wcrc pr osent, Rcsolutions werc pa ssed, thc sub stance of which may be briefly
st ated-a mOl'e str ingell t upplieation of cxisting hi\\'s, aud furth er legislution ,,-itll a ,-iell' to con:,
plctc police and medical sup ervision,
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I t the veal' for all kinds of a"ri cul tural pro -
The extremely low price whic!l has ruled th~:o~~'~~luill1101:tant section of the co~nmunitJ' have

duee, and the consequ ent lo~s entailed up o.r. : ti~'~"'hout t~e Southern Provinces, The re~ult has
dl'reeled very general attention t o thc suqjec

E
I "'I I 'vcr' ease to which p ublic att cnnou has

'. 1 hi . of wheat to nz am , n c ' , I '
been the experlmenta ~ nppmg vc been eminentl y successful , The grain I. ' arnvec III

been drawn, these shipments of whea t ha d tl e rn )'Ic'lalt ernll tions of climat e, nnd has been--.,. Ii . , it f the Ion" vovaao an I I .
excellent cone itiou, 111 Spl, c 0 '1 ' 1 ft, decfuclin " all charges, woul d leave at least an cnco.lIJ'agn~g
sold in London at a prICe " nc 1, a e,r It I P ':0 lu ce Export Comp any has been est abli shed III
remlilleration to the producer . An A!frlon nfira

d,
I l t tl e be-t market for all sorts of u" rieult ura l

, ill d t its If mainlv t o III Ill" OU 1 , o.
Canterbury, which w evote 1 , e, " " that ;;'odu cc thith er, The shareholders of the comp~nJ
Produce, and theloheap est means ot c.ouveYI~1", , I. f Ot uzo several local comp am es of a sunilnr
are principally farmers, In the ne ighouriug pr oVince 0 ",'
natmc have been form ed.

. _ . , f -t te m lorarv azitation among the un employed
Altbouzh of no great impo.tauce.w e maY, l e er of 1 .{ hei~ht'" in July wh en sovcral p ublic

of the so-called working class» . 'l'he agitat~n ,rcue ~~c \}OvcI,~'m1ent, 'r iIC Provincial, Council
meetings were held, and ,press" "e brought t,o , eat _~:1 ie int cd to enquire into th c allega ho ns of a
was in session ~t thc time, and a Co~nm~ElOn, ~I~lt ~~;o that th o Council authori sed the Gov ern ­
1etition emanating from the unemployed . 10 ~e, Iovment for those who were really ou t of
~ent to expend a certai,n S ~Ull of mon~y 11ll find:;I~ 1~~~I:rr'ort on the part of the working m en ~o keep
work, By some the aglt..'lbon.was 100 cec o,n us ~c us . st three .ears. It was alleged that If lllen
up the high rate of wage~ \\'l~lch has p:',cvallc'~tO\tneil~'\'I10 pric;? of aH sorts of produce, aIHl consc·
would submit to a reduct~ol.J III pr

bo
pol

l'
.lOll °of 1~llla[110\'lUcnt. wonld be fonnd, Sn ch, to a ycry

uentl in the cost of h\'lng, a ltlll ,lnCC " , J •

~onsid~l'Ublo dcgrce, was the C'lse, and the agItatIOn ched a" ay,

1', ' b I ". wha t th ey ha ve been 1'01' some tim c p~st,
The Land Sales for the year have fallcnl ,n COt d to a little over ,13 767 acres, represent mg

For thc eleven m onths ending No,embcr 30, t ley a.moun e ,
a revenue of £87,53,1-

1 Ii' a -l l'OIl' period in (he cOllllllercial an nals of
Thc past year will loug be ~emcl~b~~~6 a~c~ ~t~ ~ cris is of a!!!!gst_ unprecedent ed .se,'crit1 at

Canterbur'-, At the close of the year ., t " varioll ' circn mstances wInch mIght
J lId Wllll"t cnu mera III , , " I t

hom e, we lookec aroune us, an " , . lcritv WC lluttered our selves th at our provlllce nu g I
fairlv be r egarded liS SO m'll~y SO,u:ee~ of I~l ~t~~h a't;'i lll Subsequents events have since proYed O~ll'
e-Ca'[1e at least -with but a 1llJld Vlsltat JOn 0 ' , " ' I t t l at e~en in our small commercllll' , . It oon becam e enc en I, ,
views to have been too sangUlne, . s , ' an a arent prosperity cxisted amongst ns
community thcre was much that ",as arhficml , alll

t
l thl~t 1 ~a~ ' l'esnlt in" in disaster, '1'he nttcI'

1 b t of o,-er-rac 1Il", a \\•.,' 0 , , t 1
",hidl was only su~portec y a sys e~ lIto a materi'al deciine in the price of our cluel , ~ ap e,
prostration of trade III Engl,and nat ur(a y e~ t cxtent pcrhaps, fl'om the same canse) , cxlublt~d a
wool The sales of pubhc lands to a gJca , - t t 'I' , _ to the far mers of the prOVince,

, , h'l ' " chcd a price u er ' rmnou, " . 1 I t 11I1ar'ked falling off, Wist gram l ea · . ' t cl'I,t"II't al1l1 un eaSIllCtiS, wluc.1 as el' d . f f' 'I I 'es eunslll " grca , , , , ,
"ith F ebruarv commencc It serlCS 0 tl1 I I I' f ' "'III'cll ,,'e al'e bu t now "radually recoyermg,

J t f tl e yea.r alll rOIll" . , "', 1 "t fthrou"hout the gJ'eater p ilI" 0 . 1 • I" b t cd to (wo leadin" causes, VIZ" t JC Spil'l 0

',e think the ""eater part of om t.roubles mafy . c l
ratclle

tI'an"a ctions ;ot only of thc import er of
b- l' 1 eh c larac er lsec " . , 'I' t r •extravagance and over -tra'lUg w u , 1 tl wretched rcturn reccivcd by agr lcu tIlt'IS S 101

good" bnt of the whole of onr commumty, ane 1C1 I 1l'sco~ered itself I II thc Hrst instance,
-, , I b tl - lowevcr the rcmcc ,- llIS C. ' , "t, I'their "ram crol1s, n 0 1 ca,es, 1 " " t "etl 'el' " 'I'tll '1 m oro strlll <Tent. s" cm 0'" 1 b tt er eXI)erJelll'e 0 . . ' , , 0 . " hnecessit.y has enforced ccouomy, ane I ' t t ', kless over-tradin"; ,dulst at tcntlOn as

plmishment, has, or at least, shonld havc, pnt ta skoPof 0 1~;i~l roduced in th~ pro\' ince , It appears
beol1 drawn to new outlets for thc surplns s oc s g 'f f ~ 1 t al'e l 'lkel,- for some tim e at lea st,

• h' 1 t odcra te rate 0 rei" I , , , 11 t
that good samplcs of ~,-Ile~t sippel a am 'k t 'a s ,,:iJl provc ~ncouruging to th e grower , and t, a
to oommand such prICe~ 11l the Home ma; e tl ' ainder of lust ycar's and the now gl'Owmg
Australia has lately comc into our market,?r Ie rcm , ,I' ,f : t the advanta"c of thi s latter, had

I Id ' II 'obablhtv havc em leI " 0 I f 11
crop of barley, 'Vo s lOU ,m a pI, Jl~d rcnter facilJ; ;cs for cxport in the smpe 0 cas
tonnage from Lyttel,ton been m~re plenhfnteaoutgof 1lace in referring h ere to the great cvcnt ?f the
ndvances, been obtalllable, "e shall no~ I I sub·eet. not onlY "ra tifying to Ollr prld~ as
year-the completion of the Moorhouse 'I unne -tas .~I b~ne1itin" ns ; s "'a commercial COmmU1llty ,
colonists, but as the proba~le mean~ ~~ ~~'~:I~ 1~~t;~~tl~ int errnption, has quietly proceed~d, and
Commenced in the year 18,,9, the "01 '. f C t'b and the port is now complete III evcry
ruilway commnnication between the plams 0 an er nry .


