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detail. 'Ve need har dly point t tl d .
be justified in taking a more ~Il: .rla :Ul~ t ages gained thereb.~' . At the pr~sent moment we rna
retrospect. Recent, sales of Pro,i~~:a~l 1n e" of ma~ters than IS. conveyed 11l ~he above gloOIn~
p~sition as regards finance and will be t~lebentures 'fIll place OUI. Governm ent 11l a much ensi s
wIth . . On th~ other hmHI: we may fairly ~O~~ef~l~ bO ttsome pressml( public works beinn proee~d e~
experrence zuincd busi . . e er IJrlces for gra in I '1 t tl 0 I eof trade. 0 u m usmess circles will doubtless lead ' w 11 s te ate severeto IL more healthy and satisfactory state

, 'Vith regm:d to the religio us as ect and lr <Y ' • .
~aken I?luc,? durmg the year, which t~nd to m~k~o\e_s 0: the.t~~mee, ~e,'eral events of interest ha,e

enominatinn, The Diocesan Synod met on J I.,a rerum a e one 111 the annals of almost ever
earnestness and interest 'rile Sv 1 d nne lU, and the debates were eharaetei·i.ed bv UIIl YI
nI' I I' . " 0 was opened witl tl I . . ' .' isua
I 1': me s Church, Christchurch ~fte ' ,I' 1 tI vi 1 ie so emmzation of Divino Service at St
~'h~eh was kindly placed at their' disp;sal' ,,; et~l 10 lU~mbers adjourned to the Freemasons' Hall'
e~,'ered ~ vel'J' able address, in which he anno~n:nem '?~·s. of th.e St. AU~~~l ine Lodge. The Bisho;

Eo,e ~ being present at the Lambeth Conference eed~~I: Ir te~lhon . of nSlhng E ngland, for the purl.
y. t e .Tuly Panama steamer. I ntelli ene i lIS ie u~s since done, having left Canterbur

;rrI,al, and of his having taken part in the gCon~er~~: been1I:eeel\'ed fr?I~1 him, announcing his sale
~~I I~~ the course of his charge, his Lords hip re~~~l~~d u:I t~lel rehf101us services connected with

?ga, mg to the Dean and Ohapter all tho'e' m . ie UI( made nrrnnzemonts for
~~I~copate. 'I.'he most important busines~ befo~e' tl l~~~ve l's In~t. Immel1ia~ely d.epending upon the
l e, o,utI?nS,proposed by tile Rev. Ihe De.m which af Ie: ynoc ".a, th,? consi .lerat ion of the followin«
carriod l.n the annexed form-" 'l'hat this S' I" .tel am ple ~ISCtLSSlOll a n.l some emendations w,·o
f,lmrch 111 England and the Colon ies mn; t~ l~~~ ea: ncs.t~\dcsn'es. that thc bond of union betwe~n ~I:~
or ~he PU~'pose of giving effect to this'de.ire thi:

1
Sno, e retained, and be st rengthened. Tlillt

~r?tts~ muted :lCtion and common counsel betll'een' ,Stl~l~ hor ~s t¥at means .muJ· be devised of pro:
'llS Jnod deslrcs to express its satisfaction at tl Inn~ ICS 0 the Angltcan Ohurch . Further

some.mdication of nn appronehin<Y n~ity of actl.e approachmg Oonference at Lnmbeth as atfOl'din~
'~lgltcan Chmch, but amon<Yst, altthe reformed ~~I:, \10~ of111 bet,,'een the varions br;nehes of th~
o the Synod, anJ' le~ls ahon of the 1m lerial p . ~.Ic le,o t 1(: ~hlU'eh Catholic. Thut in the 0 inion
Ohurch ou~ht to be directed to the follof,'in<Y ob,~~l~a~:el:t beu:'ll1g upon fhe status of the C£onial
of the appomtmcnt and conseerution of Bisl~o ~ h". z.. - 1. 1'0 remo,e all donbts as to the mlidity
s~~eral, colonial dioceses, without reference t~' ~l o,en 11~. aecor;lance with the rules in force in th e
o lerWlse. ~ . 'f o remO\'e donbts as to the bod'lC sanc .lOn 0 ~he Croll'n by Royal mandate 01'
propcrty, wInch now or hereafter nla" b Jdobf per,ons enhtled to the le<Yal owncrshl'p of all
Be 1 tl b' . ' J e possesse .... th CI . I ' I 0y~lll Ie 0 Uects before mentioned the S d t. J e lUI elm t Ie se,eral colonial diocese.
P~~ltnl~lCnt affecting t.he organisation 'and fr::~foms IfnglJ: dep recates any leg~slation of the Imperi~i
}h~, ~~ n.o~l expresses Its ea.rnest desire that a tribun~1 a~tlOn. of tl.Ie Ohurch m the .colonies. Thltt
d~~ ,.tel~elv~~g .~nd deternuning appeals from thc c' f ?~ar~. of :eference, be c.onstItuted in England
~ I,OP me. . I hey were engrossed and ordered t ~ Olll~ (~odce,es on questlOn~ of doctrinc and
or presentatIon at the Pan·Anglican Conference 0 e en ~us e, to the ~ord ~ishop of the dioccse

the ~ynlllal. Fot: some timc past a growin
lY
di~'att~o~heI ~nbJebct of (hSCUSSlOn was the rc,ision of

no,1' I1l .use. In the Synod the matter ga;e ri~~ tS llC 10l~ I~~ eel~ felt with reference to the work
was arrn;?d at. 'I.'he Synod broke n on J un ')' 0 muc 1 I~cnsslon, bnt no definite conclusion
n:o~fiernl' has been introduced into PSt . LUk:'s-~im;\1C Co~letelhon k~lO~vn as " H ymns, Aiwient and
gm I e( at the change. c I, an It> mnJorltJ' of the congregation seem

~lU'ing the year se,eml newehnrchcs have b . •
gregat~ons. The most note"'orth y of th e. e i cen bu~lt, and are now frequented by lar <Ye con·
I~oldah~.n.of t!le masters nnd pnpil s of Clll'isst';hC~e~uhfl~1 ~llUpel jnst e~lllpleted for th e ~eeom.
s ! e! ~, a, bmlt from a design b the D' . o. e",e. t IS a stone buildm g, Em'lv En<Ylish in
of Dlv~ne. worship on October 28. y Unfort~oleesan.AlC,l.llteets, and. was opened for th e soleml~ization
f ubserlptlOns, noth ing has yet been done to~~a~~IJ tlO\'mg t~ tl.lO (hmeul ty in collecting the pr omiseel
lOwe,er, held in the Town Hall with referen~~\S tIe eom~l etton of the Cathedral. A mectin <Y 11"1·

\lllOngst the ne\\' ch urches which have be 0 Ileisu?Ject, and the Oommission was rcmoefell~ll '
c nreh at Ka iapoi . It is a wett and en ope~lC e e urmg the year may be mentioned the Maori
~lC Maoris contributed mo;t ge~eron.{;~modIlms' t structu re, and what is a , ery <Yratifying fact
r ,tephen. St. lIIary's Ohurch Addin <Yt~' howar~ SIS erection . Th e church is dedicated to St'
Iempleton . Se,eral new pa; sona<Yeso b~~ i,s, a s~ teen completed , and another chu rch built at

o e een U t, amongst oth ers th ose of St. J olm amI St.
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Lnk e, Ohristchurch . A new schoolroom, for the use of day nnd Sunday scholars, has also been com­
pleted in connection with the former parish.

The P resbyterian Church has been making activo progress during the past twelve months. A
new church, situated in Lichfield street, Ohristchureh, has been opened, and is styled St. Paul's.
A new and handsome church has also been built at Timaru.

The ' Ycsleyan Church has also made great progress . Missionary meetings, both for miss ions
abroad and at home, have been held, and the reports have been highly satisfactory. Several new
c1mpelsand schools (some of them used as places of worship) have been erected in vnrious parts of
the pro,ince. A district- meeting has been held in Ohristchurch, which was attended by a consi­
derable number of ministers, and an ordination service took place .

The various charitable institutions hnve been well supported during the year. The ditferent
institut ions for the adyancement of knowledge deserve a word of aeknowledgment
in this plncc. The Mechauics' Institute at Christchurch hus been enriched by generous
contr ibntions of books, and a large and handsome hall for the Colonists' Society at Lyttolton has
been erecte d. A Mutual ImproYement Society has been set on foot nt St . Albans . The Debating
Society, originally established in connection with Sf. Michael's Church, eontinucs to receive an
accession of members. 'I'he Li terary Society h as suspended its operations for the prcsent, but it is
inte nded to revise it in anothe r form .

The most noticeab le event of the yellr in connection with education is one which npplics to
the whole colony. The want of that h igher educatiou which can be obtained only at '1 University
bas long bcen felt, nnd has been the means of drawing from the colony Ulany familics who wo lel
other,v ise have continued to rcside here. Seyeral remedial plans ha,e been from time to tnnc
suggested, and during thc session of the General Assembly n Select Committee appoiuted to inquire
into t,he subject recommendetl the institntion of eight scholarships, two to be eompetetl for each
year . These scholarships, the committee obser,ed, were for the purpose of affording to the
successful competitors a first-ratc Uni,ersity etlucation in Great Brihlin 01' elsewhere. 'I.'he liberal
. iew thus takcn by the committee was cndorsed by the Assembly, nnd due provision was made for
the scholarships in the estimates. By some it was considered desirable to make some pro,ision for
the establishment of a Kew Zealand University, and the committee was requested to consider that
point. In their report they recommended that endowments should be made out of the contiscated
lands, and out of the waste lands of the Orown in the se"eral provinces, with a ,iew to founding a
lJni,ersity; but they dec1inea to go farthcr in the meantime. Thc common school education of
tlris and the neighbouring pro,inces keeps pace, in most cases, ,nth the increase of population and
the spread of settlement. The scholarships pro,ided by the Oanterbury G;o,ernment were this year
competed for by an increased number of candidates, nnd there is e,ery reason to behe,e that the
results already produced have been in the highest degree satisfactory in stimulating the efforts of
teachers throughout the province.

The straits to whieh the Iwo,inces generally ha,e been rednced, the effect in some cases of'
reckless extra,aganee, has strengthened the ranks of a party who have latterly aimed at the com­
plete abolition: of P ro.incial instit utions. The popnlar voice seems to tenel in this direction, or at
least, towards a ,ery radical reform; nnd even those who have been thc recognised champions of
th e pr o, inces ha,e becn compelled to admit that reconstruction at least is necessary. The
Superintendent of Canterbury has roughly sketched out a scheme which he believes wonld answel'
th e requir ements of the colony . He proposcs to divide the pro.inces into Road Board districts and
l'tlunieipalit ies. The ratepayers in these districts would elect a cerhlin number of members, and
from th esc would be chosen one 0 1' more to repr esent the district or municipality in a Oent ral Board
of'Vorks for th e wbole province. 'l' hc Ohairman of the CentI'al Board would be chosen from
among the members composing it , and would occuPy l'elati,ely the same positio n as the Su perinten ­
dent now does. The Land Fnnd of the pro,ince would be secured to the various Road Board s, a
porti on only being cont ribnted by each to the Central Board for the purpose of carrying out public
works affecting th e whole province . It is argued that such n scheme would secure real local self­
governm ent, and rend er a large reduction in the taxation of the colony possible. P olitical agitation
has latt erly taken a special direction in the way of Financial Reform, and associations ha,ing that
titl e have been established in Christchurch and Nelson.


