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progress during the past twelve months. A

The Presbyterian Church has been making active ;
been opened, and is styled St. Paul’s.

new church, situated in Lichfield street, Christchurch, has
A new and handsome church has also been built at Timaru.

The Wesleyan Church has also made great progress. Missionary meetings, both for missions
abroad and at home, have been held, and the reports have been highly satisfactory. Several new
chapels and schools (some of them used as places of worship) have been erected in various parts of
the province. A district meeting has been held in Christehureh, which was attended by a consi-
derable number of ministers, and an ordination sexvice took place.

have been well supported during the year. The different
of knowledge deserve a word of acknowledgment
in this place. The Mechanics’ Institute at Christehurch has been enriched by generous
contributions of books, and a large and handsome hall for the Colonists” Society at Liyttelton has

been evected. A Mutual Improvement Society has been set on foot at St. Albans. The Debating
Society, originally established in connection with St. Michael’s Church, continues to receive an
accession of members. The Literary Society has suspended its operations for the present, bub it 18

intended to revise it in another form.

The various charitable institutions
institutions for the advancement

onnection with education is one which applies to
the whole colony. The want of that higher education which can be obtained only at a University
has long been felt, and has been the means of drawing from the colony many families who would
otherwise have continued to reside here. Several remedial plans have been from time to time
suggested, and during the session of the Greneral Assembly a Select Committee appointed to inquire
into the subject recommended the institution of eight scholarships, two to be competed for each

year. These scholarships, the committee observed, were for the purpose of affording to the

successful competitors a first-rate University education in Gireat- Britain or elsewhere. The liberal

view thus taken by the committee was endorsed by the Assembly, and due provision was made for

the scholarships in the estimates. By some it was considered desirable to make some provision for

the establishment of a New Zealand University, and the committee was requested to consider that

point. In their report they recommended that endowments should be made out of the confiscated
Jands, and out of the waste lands of the Crown in the several provinees, with a view to founding a
TUniversity ; but they declined to go farther in the meantime. The common school education of
this and the neighbouring provinces keeps pace, in most cases, with the increase of population and
the spread of settlement. The scholarships provided by the Canterbury Government were this year
competed for by an increased number of candidates, and there is

vesults already produced have been in the highest degree satisfactory in stimulating the efforts of
teachers throughout the province.

The most noticeable event of the year in ¢
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The straits to which the provinces generally h
reckless extravagance, has strengthened the ranks of a party who have
plete abolition of Provincial institutions. The popular yvoice seems to &
least, towards a very radical reform ; and even those who have been the recognised champions of
the provinces have been compelled to admit thab reconstruction at least is necessary. The
Superintendent of Canterbury has roughly sketched out a scheme which he believes would answer
the requirements of the colony. He proposes to divide the provinces into Road Board districts and
Municipalities. The ratepayers in these districts would elect a certain number of members, and
from these would be chosen one or more to represent the district or municipality in a Central Board
of Works for the whole province. The Chairman of the Central Board would be chosen from
among the members composing it, and would oceupy relatively the same position as the Superinten-
dent now does. The Land Fund of the province would be secured to the various Road Boards, a
portion only being contributed by each to the Central Board for the purpose of carrying out publie
works affecting the whole province. It is argued that such a scheme would secure real local self-
government, and render a large reduction in the taxation of the colony possible. Political agitation
has latterly taken a special divection in the way of Fiancial Reform, and associations having that

title have been established in Christchurch and Nelson.




