oy . T sy
SR wr £ e

R
R : : . . ) M

y \
e L
-

BRI T} Y ’ \
et L
P :;-».‘.

A

Produced by the : o
New Zealand Room, )
Canterbury Public Library. '
1990

(Project Resource Pack 5)
' ISBN 0-908868-04-9




2. Ballantynes fire.

Introduction; Christchurch Fire Brigade.

At around 3.35 p.m. in the afternoon, an employee
of the company noticed smoke drifting up the stairs from a
cellar in the building. He went to investigate and
encountered hot smoke in a section of the basement.
There were no signs of flame, nor could he hear the
sound of burning. Returning to the ground floor to get a
fire extinguisher, he asked for the Fire Brigade to be
called, and then returned to the cellar.

At the Central Fire Station in Lichfield Street an
exchange telephone call was received at 3.46 p.m., the
female voice on the telephone stating “l was told to notify
you that there is a fire in the cellar of Ballantynes.”

The general alarm sounded and two pumping
appliances and the salvage van turned out. The Tilling-
Stevens 28-metre extension ladder, which would
normally have responded to a call in the high-value area
of the city was held back on this occasion. This was
decided by the Duty Officer because the Officer in Charge
of the appliance was off station, and also because the
appliances were responding to a cellar fire.

The first appliance (No. 11, Ford V8) had
proceeded three blocks down Lichfield Street to check this
entrance to the premises, but finding no sign of fire, the
appliance moved around into Colombo Street and pulled
up just south of the buildings. Smoke was seen coming
from an enclosed alleyway and over the verandah of
Congreve's Building, the most southerly of the Ballantyne
buildings fronting Colombo Street. The other two
appliances arrived shortly afterwards (No. 1, Dennis and
No. 3, Dennis salvage van), having come via High and
Cashel Streets.

A delivery was run from No 11 into the alleyway and
one man donned a Roberts breathing apparatus set and
made entry to find the seat of the fire. The Officer in
Charge of this appliance and the Officer in Charge of the
incident were both present in the alleyway during this
early effort to locate the fire.

At the time, Ballantyne's premises comprised eight
buildings covering a one-acre site in the business heart of
the city. The buildings were constructed of brick, with
wooden floors on wooden and unprotected rolled steel
joists (R.S.J.). The three distinct buildings fronting
Colombo and Cashel Streets had stone facades and had
been constructed at different times. As the business had
expanded, access was provided by means of openings
from one building to another.

Congreve's Building, the most southerly in Colombo
Street, was of three floors and it was in the basement of
this building that the fire is believed to have started.

Goodman's Building, situated next door, on the
north side, was of four floors with a basement, and Pratt’s
Building, of three floors, also with a basement, extended
to the corner of, and around into Cashel Street.

While the Brigade had been endeavouring to find
and localise the cellar fire, the outbreak had been quietly
spreading by means of two lift shafts and super-heated
gases and smoke had been rising to upper floors. At about
4 p.m., the fire “flashed over” and the buildings erupted
in a mass of flame, trapping some staff on upper floors.

The Tilling-Stevens ladder turned out at 3.59 p.m.
on the return to the Station of the Officer in Charge of the
vehicle.

Third Officer J. Burrows, the Officer in Charge at the
fire, had sent a fireman to find a telephone and transmit a
“Brigade Call". This man had difficulty making contact
with the station as many Christchurch were by
now also calling in about the fire. The fireman’s call was
received at 4 p.m. when a further appliance was tumed
out from Central, and the alarms were sounded at the
suburban stations.

Appliances raced to the scene from Sydenham,
St Albans, New Brighton, Sumner, Belfast and Islington
Freezing Works. An appliance was dispatched from
Wigram Air Force Base and two from Burmham Military
Camp. The Woolston appliance and one Army machine
stood by at the Central Station to cope with any further
calls

'Meanwhile the fire had grown to tremendous
proportions, with flames leaping 30 metres above the
building and sending 2 huge column of smoke into the

sky.

Two young female employees had jumped through
the smoke and flames from a second floor window in
Pratt’'s Building in Colombo Street. Both were injured
when they landed on the verandah and were lowered into
a jumping sheet by firemen. Another woman also jumped
from a second floor window in Cashel Street, sustaining
serious injuries from which she died at 7.45 p.m. that
evening.

Mr Kenneth Ballantyne, joint managing director of
the company, had to be helped down a carpenters ladder
to the verandah from a second-floor window.

The 9-metre Ajax ladders carmied on the first two
appliances to arrive at the scene were not long enough to
rescue girls trapped in the millinery workroom on the
fourth floor of Goodman's Building had also been
unsuccessful because of a shortfall in ladder length.

On this occasion, the ladder was manhandled on to
the top of the verandah but still could not reach the third
floor. Eventually it caught alight and collapsed into the
flames.

When the Tilling-Stevens ladder arrived on the
scene it was not used for rescue but set up as a water
tower in Cashel Street, near the Colombo Street corner.
Both streets were a maze of overhead tramway and
electrical wiring which restricted access to upper floors
from the roadway.

As more appliances arrived, hose lines were got to
work from surrounding streets until thirty jets were
pouring water on to the flames . At the height of the fire,
231 men were involved. The fire was not surrounded and
brought under control until about 5.30 p.m. Crews
worked for hours to cool the buildings and make entry to
start the recovery of bodies from the scene.

A shocked silence hung over the city as the death toll
steadily mounted to 2 horrifying 41.

'll'yhefactthataﬁrecouldmﬂmgl;ﬁon;of&n

ity's biggest department stores, trapping , during a
ﬂmalwoddnga&moon,uﬁﬂ\ﬂnﬁreBﬁgadein
attendance, created an aura of shock and apprehension
throughout the country.

Ironically this was the second occasion a building
had been gutted on this site. In 1888, Hobday's two-
storey building on the comer of Cashel and Colombo
Streets was destroyed, the same site occupied by Pratt's
Building at the time of the 1947 fire. By coincidence, the
Fire Brigade had also controlled a serious basement fire in
E. C. Reece's building next door in 1917, confining the
damage to the basement area.

A civic funeral service was held in the Christchurch
Anglican Cathedral on November 23, followed by a mass
burial service at the Ruru Lawn Cemetery. Thousands of
citizens attended the service in the Square, paid their last
respects along the route, or visited the cemetery itself.
Army station wagons were used to transport the caskets.
while thirteen Army trucks carried the many wreaths and
tokens of respect.

In 1948, the Government appointed a Royal
Commission to investigate all aspects of the fire. The
Commission comprised Sir Harold Johnston K.C. (retired
Supreme Court Judge) Chairman, Mr A. W. Croskery
(President of the Federation of Labour), Mr A. J. Dickson
(Auckland City Engineer) and Mr C. A. Woolley
(Superintendent, Wellington Fire Brigade). It sat for 65
days hearing 186 witnesses whose evidence occupied
3527 pages. _

When the Commission brought down its
recommendations in August, certain points related to the
upgrading of Brigade equipment which the Fire Board
acted upon immediately. Other areas concerned change
to the Fire Service generally, some of which was not
finally implemented until the nationalisation of the Service
in 1976.

New Zealand Fire Service, 1985. pp.77
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29 KNOWN DEAD

BALLANTYNE'S BUILDING

DESTROYED

20 Missing; All Bodies Not
Yet Recovered

EMPLOYEES TRAPPED IN
BLAZE

In one of the greatest fire tragedies in the history of New
z“qud. 28 perished, one died from injuries, and 20 otl:r persons,
including a baby, were officially reported missing. The disaster oc-
curred when fire, in one hour, swept yesterday afternoon through
the one-acre block of the three-storey drapery store of J. Ballantyne
and Company, Ltd. Another four persons were reported as “doubt-

ful,” the possibility being held that they may .ot have heard the
broadcast call to report in the evening.

The fullness of the tragedy will probably not be known for
several days, but recovery operations were suspended at nightfall
with the knowledge that other bodies were lying in the smouldering
shell. The bodies recovered so far were taken from the ruins inside
the main entrance and in a part of the Colombo street frontage. With
a greater part of the debris yet to be searched, remgins of bodies

were visible in the ruins, hanging from rafters and lying on the top
of a fire escape.

Of the staff of 300 employed by the firm, the exact number miss-
ing last night was not known, and there is a possibility that an un-

iI?'mwn number of customers may also have been trapped in the
ames.

Only the danger of the collapse of the Oamaru stone walls of
the store caused the recovery work to be suspended, and it will not
be resumed until the shell is made safe or demolished. The death
roll must, therefore, be indefinite until a check is made on every
person who was known to have been in the building or who was
possibly in the building.

The Press, Nov 19, 1947. p.7.

ACRE OF STORE
DESTROYED

Fierce And Swift Fire

DISASTER WATCHED
BY THOUSANDS

The Press, Nov 19, 1547. p.7.
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Fire Debris Falls
Far from Scene

With smoke rising a mile into
the alr, masses of debris were
carried over the southern and
western parts of the city from
the fire. Pleces of tarred roofing
felit fell In Ngahere Street, Ric-
carton.

Strangest of all was an
unscorched Nallantyne's docket
which fluttered into the garden
of a house In PPuma Street, In
the Riccarton State housing
block a mile and a hall from the

fire. Fragments of charred
paper fell at Ricearton race-
course.

P44+ 242 bbbt bbb bbb b rib it

The Star-Sun, Nov 19, 1947. p.4.

WOMAN'S FATAL
INJURIES

JUMP FROM THIRD
STOREY -

TWO HAVE LUCKY

ESCAPE

Two of the’ three office employees
who jumgtd from third slorey win-
dows on Colombo street had (orlunate
escapes from serious injury. and the
Christchurch Hospital last night re-
ported that their condition was satis-
factory. The third woman was serl-
ously Injured, and died in the hospital
at 745 pm, She was:

Mrs Vielei May Cedy (or Ceady),
address unknown.

The Injured women were:—

Mrs Namey Gladys Nosh, aged 28, of
71 Conway street, Spreydon.

Mies Leis M. Kemmedy, aged 20, of 4
Swanns road, Richmond.

Miss Kennedy's fiance, who works
near Ballantynes, ran to the building
when he heard that a fire had broken
oul, and was in time to help firemen
lift Miss Kennedy from the veranda
on lo which she Jurnped. Mrs Nash
was a cloge friend ol Miss Kennedy,
and the two decided to jump when
they found that all exits from the ad-
l|I'I|'|inlsu-l'lh.|r. offices were blocked by
ames.

The Press, Nov 19, 1947. p.7.
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LOSS PUT AT
£500,000

Demolition of Walls
Probable

COLOMBO STREET
ROPED OFF

A conservalive estimate of the
actual fire d-mn&;oto bulldings and
stock was £500000, the stock mlone
being valued at moure then £300.000.
Only the workroam part of the build-
ing in Colombo street was owned by
J. Ballantyne snd Company. Lid. the

rest being leased from the Pralt
eslate,
Whether the Colombo and Cashel

street {rontsges of the bulilding will
have 1o be pulled down for safety will
be delermined this morning. The cen-
tral part of the three sections In Co-
lombo sireet had s lean of one foot
and a half towards the street last nm
and the building on Cashe] street
had a pronounced lean
Colombo street was roped off and
guarded throurhoul. the night and It
will remain blocked to trafMc until
C. S. Luney and Company decide this
morning on demolition or strengthen-
lnr. anchoring of the frontage
into the shell of the bullding will be-
gin st 7 o'clock and only & detalled In-
spection will decide whether the lofty
walls will have to be pulled down.
fracs Toion s Wolckly repaches
s ronlage was quickly re
within an hour by Cr. J. E. Tait, him-
sell a bullder and a stonework ex-
gﬂ. to the City Engineer (Mr E
mers), and later consultations took
lace with Mr Luney on the plang to
adopled this morning lo determine
the safety of the bullding.
three electrical circulls con-
nected to the Lichfield sub-station were
disconnected when the fire broke out,
the blocks affected being Colombo
street  from Lichfield lo Hereford
sireets King's lane in Cashel street to
Colombo street, and Anderson's engi-

neering works. Afler geiling the
proval of the Fire Brizade, Il.l.E.

swilched on the supply lo
.‘:"1.- p-m. ¥te the

The Press, Nov 19, 1947. p.7.

Strict Control for
Traffic in City

Strict supervision of traffic in the
area affected by the fire will be
maintained until the restoration of
the lights at the intersection of
Colombo and Cashel Streets makes
possible the. re-establishment of a
normal flow. Since the outbreak
traffic has not been allowed in
Cashel Street between Oxford Ter-
race and High Street, nor in
Colombo Street between Hereford
and Lichfield Streets.

As diversion of transport Iis
necessary, double-banked parking in
Hereford and Lichfield Streets, and
in Manchester Street between
Armagh Street and Mooerhouse
Avenue, will be strictly prohibited.

GUTTED STORE

‘HE grim task of searching

Ballantynes fire. s

GRIM JOB FOR
SEARCH!

FRS IN

for the remains of the victims

of the fire was resumed early this morning. It was a piti-
ful task, and the members of the Police Force, the Fire Brigade,
and the Army, who undertook it, worked in purposeful silence.
Green tarpaulins were kept handy {o shroud the recovered

bodies before they were moved

to the morgue.

Work was concentrated on the Colombo Street frontage
first of all, and not very far in from the windows the men
found five bodies early in their search. They were all charred
beyond recognition. Later, portions of bodies were found, and
these were also placed reverently in the tarpaulins.

At this stage, fairly well into the morning now, the labour
squads had not worked deep back into the building, and most
of them considered that further bodies awaited discovery when
they could venture further in. It was hard, back-breaking work,
for progress was made slow by the tangled mass of charred
timbers, twisted and blackened roofing iron, water-soaked cin-
ders to a depth of up to three feet, and the almost unrecognis-

able remnants of merchandise.

On several occasions the men
were working in sectors where fire
was still smouldering and they had
to desist while a hose was turned on
the place. There was always the
danger of falling timber and iron,
but the Army took steps to mini-
mise this risk by bringing In a
supply of steel helmets, and also
working gloves, from Burnham.
Several of the men suffered minor
cuts, but members of the St John
Ambulance Brigade were standing
by, as they had done right through
the night, to give assistance,

Occasionally coins were picked up
by the searchers. Sometimes per-
sonal possessions were found, for
example, a spectacle case. Unfortu-
nately, this last, well blackened, car-
ried no marks by which its owner
could be identified. The fact that
charred office records were found
where one of the squads was work-
ing this morning suggested that the
bodies they removed might be those
of members of the office staff.

Many Inquiries

Barriers well down Colombo and
Cashel Streets kept members of the
public back, but police and soldiers
who were on guard there were be-
sieged by anxious inquiries from
relatives and friends of the missing.
They were gently informed that
identification of the bodies would be
extremely difficult.

Through the cold hours of the
night, police, firemen, Army person-
nel, and -volunteers stood by, and
continued the work of directing the

water on to stubborn sections where
flames still showed or whbere hot
embers smouldered.

Balvation Army Praised

No praise can be too high for the
members of the Salyation Army,
who last night and again this morn-
ing distributed hot tea and food to
the workers. And the Army also
played its part in this direction.
Meals were provided at Poulsen
Street for any who required them,
and at 3 a.m. to-day a hot meal was
served to the hundred helpers, Lieu-
tenant-Colone] F. L. Davis, who was
in charge of the Army effort, travel-
led to Burnham and arranged for
a hot mid-day meal to be brought in
to those who were still working in
the fire area.

Police, Army, and Fire Brigade
officers combined to-day in praise of
all who had assisted. Some of the
volunteers, soaked through and
almost asleep on their feet, had to
be forced to stop and go somewhere
to sleep. Members of other retail
firms in the city were prominent in
this regard, as well as men of
H.M.N.Z.S. Bellona, who were taken
for a well-deserved meal at Poulsen
Street after their gallant work.

The mute mourners behind the
barriers seemed reluctant to move
to-day while there was hope of an
news, even aithough they feared it
would be bad news.

"It breaks my heart to approach
those barriers and see the women's
faces,” said one soldier who had

been working at top pressure inside
the wrecked building.

The Star-Sun, Nov 19, 1947. p.3.

The Star-Sun, Nov 19, 1947. p.1.



6. Ballantynes fire.

Police Carry
On Search to
Find Victims

WITH forty-seven people missing, believed dead,

‘two injured, and property loss of more than £500,-
000, disaster struck with incredible swiftness late yester-
day alternoon to destroy Ballantyne's entire store on the
corner of Cashel and Colombo Streets.

It was the city's greatest tragedy. Striking like wild-
fire, the lames were right through the acre block within
fifteen minutes of the alarm at 3.46 p.m., trapping staff
and shoppers at the busiest time of the day.

) Piteous scenes were witnessed as people
jumped from upper floor windows, or

appeared, briefly, only to fall back into the
flames.

A gigantic maelstrom of flame leaped 300 feet into
the air for more than half an hour, punctuated with
violent, surging outbursts as parts of the roof and floors
fell in. Flames spouted from windows all round the block
and sealed the way of escape for many.

The full degree of the disaster was not realised until
towards 6 p.m. when a party of police was able to enter
the gutted building from Colombo Street and seek the
remains of several victims. Alter dark, until operations
were suspended at 8.30, the gruesome task of recovering
the bodies continued.

Again this morning, parlies were at work, particu-
larly in the south-east corner of the building, where many
bodl.esﬂ ies were intermingled with debris from the upper

oors.

Alter this debris had been cleared, many more
remains were found near the main entrance to the shop,
and about the entrance half-way down the Colombo Street
frontage.

No one was able to account for the amazing
rapidity with which the flames engulfed the building.

Although he would not hazard a guess on the origin
of the fire this morning, the Superintendent of the Christ-
church Fire Brigade (Mr A. Morrison) said that it
appeared to him to have started in the cellar or basement.

Deep as the tragedy was one aspect made it even
more so. Two of the missing persons, Miss J. M. Lloyd,
the youngest daughter of Mr and Mrs S. C. Lloyd, of
Papanui, and Mr W. S. McKibbin, only son of Mr and Mrs
V. J. McKibbin, of Cashmere, had intended to announce
their engagement last night.

Those classified in the official list as doubtful casual-
ties had not been transferred to the main list of missing
persons this afternoon, but no word had been obtained of
their whereabouts, and it was considered possible that
they also were among the victims.

The remains of two, or possibly three persons were
found about the centre of the building this afternoon.
This brings the total of known dead up to thirty-six or

thirty-seven.

The Star-Sun, Nov 19, 1947. p.1.

LAST SURVIVOR OF
FIRE UNDERWENT
TERRIBLE ORDEAL

Seared by flames licking out
from the blazing cauldron
behind him, the last man to
escape from the third storey at
Ballaniyne’s yesterday had two
hoses played on him to protect
him wuntil a ladder could be set
up. His rescue brought a cheer
from spectators massed in
Colombo Street, wha had earlier
seen two girls escape from the
same floor.

Describing the scene as
“ ghastly,” Mr C. D. W. L. Shep-
pard said that the man who
endured the ordeal was Mr Ken-
neth Ballantvne, a direclor of
the firm. Of the girls who
escaped, one fell or jumped lo
the verandah above the show
windows. The other, heeding the
urgent calls of the firemen,
waited for a ladder.

Speaking of the startling sudden-
ness with which an apparently
minor outbreak became a hlaze in
a matter of minutes, both Mr L. W.
Payne, a city business man, of Mer-
sey Street, and Mrs J. Murphy, of
Leinster Road, who was about to
enter the bujlding, sald that girls
in the top storey ohviously had no
idea of their danger.

“They seemed to be taking only
a casual interest”” said Mr Payne.
“Then the smoke, billowing out
from below, practically hid them,

and they screamed °‘Help!" and
waved their handkerchiefs.”
Up to that time Mrs Murphy

thought that smoke coming out of
an upper window was merely from
a machine working there, but she
found the door of the shop shut and
could not enter.

Fall To Verandah

Climbing on to the window ledge,
the two girls, screaming for help,
apparently did not hear the shouts
of firemen rushing to hoist a ladder
to them. One either jumped, or

fell, to the roof of the verandah

above the show windows.

“ She fell behind the ridge of the
verandah,” said Mr Payne, “and
only her legs were visible. A civi-
ljan' went up a ladder and dropped
her to people on the road.”

This girl appeared to be severely
injured, and was one of those
removed by an ambulance, sald Mr
Sheppard.

TEe other gir] stayed where she

was, and firemen played hoses on
her until a ladder was placed in posi-
tion for her to escape.

Then there was a groan from the
crowd when a man was seen wav-
ing his handkerchief through the
smoke almost obhscuring a third-
storey window. In searing heat.
which could be felt fifty vards away.
firemen charged across the street,
placed a ladder up to the verandah.
and swarmed up it to place a second
ladder in position for the rescue.

Hosed by Firemen

Spectators were appalled to see
that it was too short. As the man
crouched grimly on the ledge, fire-
men plaved two hoses on him to
afford what protection they could.

Almost ohscured hy smoke, the
firemen worked frantically to get a
longer ladder up, as flames billowed
from the first floor windows. The
trapped man was obviously on the
point of collapse, but held out
pluckily, and there was a cheer ot
relief as he came down.

His rescue was effected none_ too
soon, for only minutes later, accom-
panied by a menacing crackle, sheets
of hlue flame swept along the shop
front as power lines burned out.

The lines snapped with sharp
reports, and spectators on the
opposite footpath scattered in fear
as the white, electrical flames flaved
out against the orange mass of the
burning bullding.

Civilians and servicemen were
quick to dn what thev could to help
the firebrigadesmen in the almost
hopeless task that confronted them.
and an offieer of the R.IN.Z.A.I". was
one of the first volunteers ro lend &
hand with a lead of hose at the
intersection of Colomho and Cashel
Streats.

On the Cashel Street frontage
another Alr Force man, Mr F. S
Davis, who is stationed at Wigram,
made gallant efforts towards saving
whoever he could. Braving the
Intense heat, he mounted a ladder
to the first floor and burst into the
tearoom.

“1 tried to tell the men and
women what to do, but they just
looked at me,” he said afterwards,
“They did not take any notice, and
just seemed bemused. 1 managed
to get two girls out of the building,
but the firemen would not let me
go back again.”

When the fire had gutted most of
the lower part of the building, and
the top floor was a roaring furnace,
a girl was seen at one of the
windows, sald spectators.

She screamed pitifully, swayved
backwards and was not seen again.

The Star-Sun, Nov 19, 1947. p.4.
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Phillips, A.A. Always ready. New Zealand Fire Service, 1985. p.79.

Above: A further view lo
Street between Tuam and Lichfielc
(G.J. Thompson)

rth along Cc
Streets

speaanmubs

The three Ballantynes buildings which front Colombo Street can be identified in this view, a
down. The buildings (from left) are Congreves (3 floors), Goodmans (4 floors), with Pratts |
premises, the scene of a basement fire in 1917, are to the left (D.R. Mackay)

Philips, A.A. Always ready. New Zealand Fire Service, 1985. p.81.
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8. Ballantynes fire.

MANY VOLUNTEER
WORKERS

SERVICEMEN AND
CIVILIANS

CROWD KEPT BACK BY

HOSE

Although generally the public stood
well back from the flr!; a hose had to
be turned on a crowd at the corner of
Cashel and Colombo streets lo drive
them away. Al the time the collapse
into the street of Ballaniyne's build-
ing was likely, :

*’he hose was also used (o disperse a
crowd which had gathered on the
veranda of the shop opposite Beath's
corner. Collapse of the veranda would
have added tn the problems of keep-
ing order. flghting lhe fire and wait-
ing for emergencles. ) .

ft was a hushed crowd which waited
al Lichfield street and in Colombo
street beyond Kincaid's to the north
beyond the Grand Hotel in Cashel
sttcet and to the east, in Cashel street
bevond Bates' building for confirma-
tion of the fears that tragedy had
stalked with the fire. As rumours
trickled through of the mounting death
roll, the crowds became sllenlly
horror-stricken.

All the men at Miljtary District and
Area Headquarters were detailed to
help at the fire and two engines were
brought from Burnham to the city. A
fire engine from Wigram was -also
brought in and members of the Air
Force assisled the City Fire Brigade.
Naval ratings helped with the fire
hoses throughout the fire,

Tribules to Amistance

Men from every Army ‘estabushment
near  Christchurch, airmen  from
Wigram, and sailors and Royal Marines
from the two warships in Lyttelton
were foremost among the willing
helpers at the fire yesterda) afternoon
and last evening. A great tribute to
their wbrk was l‘paid by the superin-
tendent of the Fire Brigade (Mr A.
Morrison] nd the superinténdent of
police (Mr H, Scott).

Sailors from the Bellona and the Ar-
butus who were on leave in Christ-
church maintained the tradition of the
British Navy in being the fArst to help
in. Any difaster. an{| tossed their
jackets on to the footpaths, and rushed
to the assistance of firemen handling
the hoses, while others helped the
police to control the crowds.

The Press, Nov 19, 1947. p.8.

TELEPHONE EXCHANGE
OVERLOADED

A few minutes after the fire at
Ballantyne's store started yesterday.
telephone lines throughout the city
were paralysed as the maximum num-
ber of calls the central exchange can
handle was reached. By 430 pm. it
was [Impossible to make a telephone
call from most city offices and it was
not until 5.30 p.m. that the volume of
calls reached a normal size. Police
officers. officials, and business men
from buildings near the fire were em-
barassed throughout this time by
being deprived of the use of the tele-
phone when it was most needed.

The Press, Nov 19, 1947. p.8.

SEARCH AMONG RUINS
DELAYED BY DANGER
FROM DAMAGED WALLS

With unsearched parts of the
gutted building deemed unsafe
for workers, recovery of the
remains of victims of Ballantyne's
fire was postponed this morning
while the debris was cleared.

It is believed that there may
be more bodies in the building,
particularly in the rear portions,
and round the entrance on the
corner of Colombo and Cashel
Streets, where it is still too
dangerous to work.

Pumps clearing the basements
of water were nearing the end of
their task this morning.

There may be bodies in the
tangle of girders, beams, twisted
piping, and workroom machinery
littering the basements.

Great baulks of charred timber, a
foot or more square, and between
thirty and forty feet long, and steel
girders weighing several tons, were
wrenched out of the wreckage this
morning, to clear the way for com-
pletion of the search.

With a big Army crane used as a
winch from Colombo Street, the
wreckage was pulled out into the
roadway from the main entrance
block, on the corner of Cashel and
Colombo Streets.

Chunks of masonry, roofing iron,
twisted piping, and assorted debris
crashed down as the heavy beams
came clear. Second Hfoor joists,
rafters, and other materials from
the upper part of the block had
fallen on to the heavier beams sup-
porting the first floor.

Searchers were ready to comb this
section of the building yesterday
afternoon, but it was deemed unsafe
until the precariously-balanced top-
hamper had been removed. Some
of the big baulks of timber had fallen
at an angle. and it was feared that

if they were removed parts of the
walls would fall, but this did not
happen this morning.

Draining Basements

Before the pumping out started,
the basements had between =ix and
eight feet of water in them. By
mid-day, the level was down to a few
inches, and the pumps were having
trouble with cinder and paper-choked
intakes.

~Operations were again under the
direction of the City Engineer (Mr I,
Somers), who had at his disposal
more than 100 men, drawn from the
City Council, the Public Works
Department, and the Army.

Heavily pedimented, and bulging
ominously, the remaining and higher
three-storey section of the Colombo
Street frontage has been worrying
salvage workers since the afternoon
of the fire, for it appeared to be
ready to fall at any time.

Held by Cables

Yesterday afterncon, this was
pinned back to remaining steel fluor
Joists with wire ropes, and to-day
was declared to be safe. The Oamaru
stone and brick structure may be
felled at the week-end. The Cashel
Street frontage, though bulging a
foot out of plumb at its centre, is
deemed to be reasonably safe.

Although the overhead power
cables were in place yesterday after-
noon, trams were not able to run

ast the building this morning

ecause of the salvage operations.

Late yesterday afternoon, the
strong-room door, perched high up
on a wall vislble from Colombo
Street, was prized open by hydraulic
jacks and heavy timbers. As soon as
air was admitted, the oven-hot
interior burst into flames. Firemen
quickly subdued the blaze,

It was thought that someone

might have taken refuge in the
strong-room, but this was not the
case,

The Star-Sun, Nov 20, 1947. p.3.

Strict Control for
Traffic in City

Striet supervision of traffic in the
area affected by the fire will be
maintained until the restoration of
the lights at the intersection of
Colombo and Cashel Streets makes
possible the. re-establishment of a
normal flow. Since the outhreak
traffic has not been allowed in
Cashel Street between Oxford Ter-
race and High Street, nor in
Colombo Street bhetween Hereford
and Lichfield Streets.

As diversion of transport is
necessary, double-banked parking in
Hereford and Lichfield Streets, and
in Manchester Street bhelween
Armagh Street and Moorhouse
Avenue, will be strictly prohibited.

The Star-Sun, Nov 19, 1947. p.1.



Other Buildings Threatened

Whitcombe's building, opposite
Ballantynes in Cashel Street, was at
one time thought to be alight from
cinders. Just when the situation
looked critical, the wind shifted from
south-west to east, and the danger
passed.

Hundreds of pounds worth of
damage was done to plate-glass and
other windows in buildings facing
Ballantynes. Many of the ground-
floor display windows and first-flour,
tea-room windows in Beaths were
cracked, and one of the display win-
dows in Hannah's shoe store in
Cashel Street could not withstand
the heat.

Efforts to stop the fire spreading
westwards in Cashel Street were
effective, although the walls of Mr
Francis Curtis's jewellery shop were
charred, and fires threatened to
start in the roof of Bates's china

shop.

Most of the valuable stock was
removed from Bates's and taken to
safe keeping in shops opposite.

It was in the south-west corner
of the block, where Ballantynes
adjoined the premises of E. Reece,
Limited, ironmongers, and Ander-
sons, Ltd., engineers, that the fire
men were less successful. Here,
fighting amidst a maze of narrow
alleyways, and up precipitous lad-
derways to roofs, their job was
made hazardous as well as difficult.

With the fire breaking so rapidly,
the firemen who tackled this job
literally took their lives in their
hands. At one stage, it appeared as
if the fire would break into Ander-
son's pattern shop, but a brick wall
and copious drenchings from hoses
kept the fire at bay.

Reece’s were not so fortunate, for
here, the dividing  wall collapsed
and the fire broke into the ground
floor of the shop, doing extensive
damage
An upstairs office was damaged by
water as firemen broke through it
to flood adjoining roofs.

The last section of Ballantynes
roof, that over the western part of

to the sports department. | gu

the tea-rooms in Cashel Street, col-
lapsed with a roar at 5.30 p.m.

olunteer crews helped the regu-
lar firemen, and at the peak of the
blaze, when thirty leads of hose
were pumping 6000 gallons of water
a minute into the fire all round the
block, upwards of 200 men were
engaged.

Soaked to the skin and bone-weary
from their gruelling task of holding
the great, straining jets of water,
some of these men took two-hour
spells of duty under the most
rigorous conditions. Volunteers,
working In ruined civilian clothes.
stood shivering in the evening chill
after being relieved. Later, arrange-
ments were made for the men to get
changes of clothing.

Police, besides keeping the curi-
ous in check, had to cope with dis-
tracted people who were seeking
relatives who had either worked in
or were thought to have been cus-
tomers in the store.

It was not until the fire started to
die down, about 5.30 p.m., that the
full horror of the fire e appar-
ent. With hoses still playing on
masses of glowing embers, a party
of police entered the shell to search
for the fire's victims.

Inspector P. C. Felton, Senior-
Sergeant G. Taylor, and two con-
stables went into the ruins midway
along the Colombo Street frontage.
The horrifying evidence was plain to
them that many had died in sight of
the street as they tried to escape
from the main exits.

Though their search could extend
little beyond the fringes of the bulld-
ing, they saw enough to give an
early report indicating the magni-
tude of the disaster.

As darkness fell, emergencgollght-
ing was slung across Colombo and
Cashel Streets, and the grim task of
extricating the burned was begun.
The rema were taken to the mor-

e.

Firemen continued to hose the
wreckage, and at 8.30 it was decided,
in view of the danger of further falls

of stone and debris, to cease rescue
operations for the night.

The Star-Sun, Nov 19, 1947. p 4.

Lights in Ballantyne’s
Failed, But Assistants
Continued Their Duties

A second after the passenger lift
in the front of Ballamtyne's store
stopped at the ground floor on the
afternoon of the fire, there was a
loud report, and the lights in the
building went out, said one of the
four women who were in the lift on
its last run.

Before she left the lift she said
to the lift operator,” You have a fire
here.”

His reply was, " Yes, it's down
below. The fire brigade is outside.’

As the woman walked from the
lift, smoke from the upper floors
was filtering down to the ground
floor. Shop assistants were still at
the counters serving customers.

Every month, this woman and
three of her friends met in town for
afternoon tea, and on Tuesday after-

noon they had chosep Ballantyne's.
As they walked out of the tearooms
they remarked on the presence of
smoke, which seemed to be coming
from the furnishing department. just
off the landing at the top of the
stairs.

* It was strange that people were
still being served with afternoon
tea,” she said. * We saw that there
was a fire in the building and went
straight for the lift. People were

still going into the tearooms then™

The Star-Sun, Nov 20, 1947. p.3.
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PEOPLE URGED
NOT TO VISIT
THE MORGUE

Because there is not the slightest
chance of any of the bodies being
identified, officials and one parent
this morning appealed to relatives
of the missing people to refrain
from visiting the morgue at the
Chn%‘churcih Public Hospital. .

“There is no possibility of the
bodies being recognised,” “said the
pathologist at the Christchurch Pub-
lic Hospital (Dr A. B. Pearson). In
his request to the people not to view
the bodies he was joined by the
Medical Superintendent (Dr A. D.
Nelson) and the chairman of the
Hospital Committee (Sir Hugh
Acland),

These sentiments were reiterated
by the District Coroner (Mr H. P,
Lawry) and the Superintendent of
Police (Mr H. Scott).

Only one parent went through the
morgue this morning. He was Mr
Robert Hayman, of 23, Mayfield Ave-
nue, whose daughter was among the
missing.

“ After viewing the bodies most
easily recognised, 1 agree that
identification is out of the ques-
tion,” he said. “1 would advise
people not to go there, and to spare
themselves fromm a most harrowing
experlence.”

he total number of bodies In the
morgue early this morning was
thirty-four, five having been brought
in early on. Two hearses were being
used.

Mr Lawry sald that he did not
think that it would be possible to
make any definite decision regarding
the inquests until the full extent of
the tragedy had been ascertained. It
seemed that they would have to walt
and see if the number of bodies
recovered tallied with the number of
people posted as missing.

The Star-Sun, Nov 18, 1947. p.3.

A Lucky Girl
To be Late

P.A. WELLINGTON, This Day.
It sometimes pays to be
unpunctual as  Miss Mary
Wootton of Christehurch (* Miss
New Zealand") discovered on
Tuesday afternoon., It was
learned in Wellington that Miss
Wootton had made an appoint-
ment for a fitting at Ballantynes
store about 4 p.m. on Tuesday.
Had she been a little earlier
instead of five minutes late the
consequences might have bheen
serions. As it was she arrived to
find the store in flames.
Ballantynes had been making
a three-piece ensemble, their
gift to * Miss New Zealand."

The Star-Sun, Nov 20, 1947. p.3.
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- Below: Fireman and helpers brave the intense heat
frontage. The Tilling-Stevens ladde 1 in an effort to contain this fire
(R. Stokes) (R. Stokes)

Philips, A A. Aways ready. New Zealand Fire Service, 1985. p.80.




Recovery of 39 Bodies
SEARCH TO CONTINUE

Searchers amongst the rubble and twisted wreckage of
Ballantyne's building yesterday recovered the charred remains
of another 11 victima of the disastrous fire on Tuesday after-
noon. The total number of bodies recovered is 39, bringing
the death-roll to 40, as a young woman died in hospital on
Tuesday night from Injuries she received when she jumped
from a third-storey window.

Forty-one persons are listed as missing, and of these 19 are
definite. The other cases are unchecked.

The bullding was not considered safe for searchers yester-
day mornlng. and a conference of engineers decided that part
of the building fronting Colombo street should be demolished.

&\:::r demolition work was finished the search continued until

.. A large body of soldiers, under the command of Lieutenant-
Colonel F. L. Davies, did most of the clearing and searching work
yesterday, and they were kept on the job unul midnight. They
worked in relays on the strongroom, entry to which was forced
during the afternoon. The strongroom door was buckled, and
a hydraulic jack was used {o force an entry. Recorls and ma-
chines were in good condition, bul the heat caused a small out-
break of fire, and some papers were charred. Water was
played on the strongroom, and late last night the contents had
been removed by the soldiers.

At one {ime it was thought that there might be some per-
sons ;vho';\a.d taken refuge in the strongroom, but no bodies
were loond.

Few firemen were on dutly at the bullding yesterday after-
noon and last evening, but the brigade did not receive its well-
earned rest, as engines had to be sent to three calls. Soldliers
manned hoses and played water on the smouldering ruins, while
City Council and Public Works Department employees cleared
away Lhe rubble so that the police could continue their search.

Sixty soldiers to-day will co-operate with the police in a
thorough search of the building in an endeavour to find &ll the
bodles so that an inquest can be held.

Tramway Board workmen were busy replacing overhead
wires last evening, and street ights were burning on the east
side of Colombo street. The City Engineer (Mr E. Bomers)
sald yeslerday that.it might be possible for trams to run
through Colombo street to-day.

Througheut the day large crowds assembled at all the cor-
dons. Even when there was heavy rain Jast night, and when
there was litile that could be seen except the rays of search-
lights, the crowds stayed in the streets.

The Minister of Labour (Mr A. McLagan) and the Leader
of the Opposition (Mr 8. G. Holland) made = special air journey
to Christchurch yesterday. They visited the morgue and saw
the bodles of victims, and atiended & conferemee with represen-

tatives of the firm, Governmeni{ departmenis amd the Cily
Council.

The Press, Nov 20, 1947. p.6.
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Government to Set
Up Commuission to
Engquire into Fire

Parllamentiary Reporter.
WELLINGTON, This Day.

The Gavernment is to set up a
commission to make a full investiga-
tion into the whole of the circum-
stances of the tragic fire in Christ
church on Tuesday. This was
announced in the House of Repre-
sentatives yesterday by the Minister
of Internal Affairs (the Hon W. E.
Parry), who said that the commis-
sion would pe given all the powers
necessary for a complete investiga-
tion of the whole matter.

The normal provisions of the Fire
Brigades Act, 1926, empowering the
Christchurch Fire Board to arrange
a coronial investigation did not
altogether suit the circumstances of
this case in view of its magnitude,
and for that reason the Government
had decided to make it the subject
of a full investigation by the com-
mission, added Mr Parry. He would
take an early opportunity during
the next few days of announcing
further particulars concerning the
commission.

The Star-Sun, Nov 20,

Tragedy Dims
Enthusiasm
For Wedding

Joy and enthusiasm over the
wedding of Princess Elizabeth has
been completely overshadowed by
éhe city's disastrous fire on Tues-
ayv.

The Government has decided that
there will be no celebrations and
with some official exceptions, the
flags of the city were to-day flown
at half-mast.

Normally, Government buildings
would have been draped with bunt-
ing and strings of flags, but in
deference to the atmosphere of grief
only single flags will be flown. As
the Government officially represents
the Crown, these will be at full
mast.

Interest in the Royal wedding has
been greatly reduced, and one
woman said to-day that she had
heard only one person make any
reference to it, even to listening to
the wedding broadcast.

The Dean of Christchurch (the
Very Rev A. K. Warren), said that
the bellringers of the Christchurch
Cathedral had made arrangements
to ring a peel in celebration of the
wedding. This was to have been
recorded for re-broadcasting, but in
view of the city's tragedy, it had
heen cancelled. )

Churches have offered special
pravers, and at the Durham Street
Methodist Church a special inter-
cessory period was ohserved at a
farewell to Dr Irving Benson, of
Melbourne.

“1 do not think the people are
even thinking about the wedding"”
was another opinion. *“The great
tragedy of the fire has over-
shadowed everything.”

The Star-Sun, Nov 20, 1947. p.3.
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CIVIC FUNERAL IN
CHRISTCHURCH

Burial of 41 Victims of Fire

SERVICES AT CATHEDRAL AND
GRAVESIDE

Christehureh y afternoon mourned the 41 victims
of the fire which destroyed the acre-block of J. Ballantyne and
Company, Ltd., last Tuesday. While 1000 filled the Cathedral
in the heart of the city, many hundreds outside joined in the
civic service, and all along the three-mile route of the funeral

SAFETY ROPES

Sir.—In replying to-the letter writ-
ten by John L. Checkley in “The
Press”’ this morning, I would like to
say that his idea of ropes as a safety
messure may be all right in theory.
I was a nurse in training at the Nel-
son Hospital when our nurses’ home
was destroyed by fire on the morning
of October 31, 1838. Each nurse had
a fire escape in her bedroom. stapled
to the floor, which only had to be
thrown out of her window. How-
ever, this was not practical as the
fire commenced in the basement, and
the wupper storey windows,:" BEIIHI
directly above the ground floor win-
dows, did not permit of one ladder
being used. any - were injured
jumping for their lives. I wonder
why some of the spectators at Tues-
day's fire did not have the presence
of mind to obtain mattresses or strong
sheets from the store opposite?—
Yours, etc.,

CAROL RALPH-SMITH.

November 21, 1947,

procession to the Ruru Lawn Cemetery thousands stood.

People in homes all over New Zealand listened io the radio
broadecast.

It was probably the greatest crowd ever assembled in
Christchureh, the only comparable numbers gathering on a very
different occasion: celebration of victory in the Second World
War. Yesterday a great hush descended on the city. The
people’s mood expressed not only grief but also respect for the
dead and sympathy with the bereaved.

The Press, Nov 24, 1947 p.2.

BALLANTYNE'S
BUILDINGS

DEMOLITION WORK

It was a city’s tribute to those who had been their fellows CONTINUED
and had worked for a firm whose traditions were almost as old ———
as the community which mourned. GOODS SALVAGED FROM
The Press, Nov 24, 1947. p.6. BASEMENTS

Demolition work at Ballanlyne's
building was continued yesterday ac-
cording to the plan prepared by the
contractor and engineers. Large blocks
of masonry from the top ponrt of the
bullding fronting Colombo streetl were
loaded on to lorries by the Army's big
mobile crane,

Men worked all day salvaging goods
from basements, and some of the
articles recovered dppearcd to be only
slightly damaged by fire and water.
Rolle of carpets, rugs. and linoleum
were amongst the nfvazed goods, and
there was a quantity of battered
melalware toys. Electrical equip-
ment and workroom machinery were
also recovered. ’

A meetling of the stalf of Ballan-
tyne's was held yesterday morning, but
tha business discussed wss' not dis-
closed. A director of the irm (Mr R.
H. Ballantyne) said yesterday that
there was nothing further {o report.
When nsked about the insurance on
the bulldings and stock he said: “It is
being discussed by the committee.”

Clerical and stores stafT were busy
yeslerday in the lemporary offlce
premises set up In the undamaged
packing department’s building in Lich-
fleld street,

Electricians worked on Lhe automatic
tmMMec lights on the corner of Colombo
and Crshel streets, but late yesterday
afternoon the lights were nol function-
Ing, and a traffic inspector wns direct-
Ing the trafiic.

e plate-glass window In Bealh and
Company's shop which was broken
when demolitlon work started was re-
placed yesterday afternoon.

The Press, Nov 26, 1947. p.6.
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FIRE TRAGEDY MUST N

DANGEROUS POSITION LAID BARE

Mew Xesaland mourns at the Christchurch fre
in the disaster &t Ballaniyne's drapery

10 many lives wers cut off
ore,
To the relatives and friends of
thair lives,
It feels,

however, that

senry to

tragedy nt

ragedy oa that

AN in

IAHY DEATH-TRAPS EXIST

qn-r ies anid observations made
I1 e “People’'s Voice'" revenl
st an gxtremely dangerous posi-
won exists in the cities of New
fealand.  Many large stores and
r buildings are unduly subjec- |
Wl to fire Lhazard and, in the event
¥ fira breaking nut, would be death-
rpa The "People’'s Voice' dosa
%t desire that there should be
bdue alarm over the position, but
B in b that quick nction must
et minimise fire risks in
Bar tant buildings, partsm-
nrly the older type

The danger I particularly acute
f older bulldings which were. not
wilt according to the requirsments
¢ modern firs regulations, It would |
& Impracticable to abandon all these
feidings, but It Is certaln that
#uch could be done sven In thess
Wer bulldings to minimiss the risk
gisndant on fire.

JiRE ESCAPES LACKINC
Mhe nbsence of fire-escapes at Bal-
Fetyne's, which
¥ people outside Christchurch, from
Be newspaper accounts and photo-
phs, is only too common to build-
in Auckland, Wellington and
t citics. Comment was made to
"People’s Voice'' concerning
Be lirge establishment in Queen’

the **People's Volce” extends
aympathy

i such n tragody happening again
the Seaclif Mental Hospital
There is no reason,
which
somo part of New Zealond at any time.

was obvious even |

Wlvet, Auckland.. It was pointed

tragady In which

the unfortunate people who
its despast sympathy.

is inadequate and that it is

take practical and immediate measures to minimise the
i five vears wmince

It
in which many
for confidlence that

HNallantynue's might

unfortunately,
occurred at

out that there were no fire-escapes
leading from the windows facing
Queen Street. A similar position
exists elsewhere. In some of:these
casex it wns obrious that: lives
might be lost on a scale comparable
or worse than at Ballantyne's
Whils the ultimats solution lles
in the bullding of modern oconorete
structures  -without Infiammable
RMoors and walls and Attings, much
could ba Immadiately dons by -ocon-
forming to the.regulations regard-
ing fArs-ascapes, by installing:auto-
matic sprinklers, by compulsory fres
drill and other such measures.

COMMISSION MUST BE
EFFECTIVE

The commission of enguiry which
has been promised by the Hon. W.
Parry will doubtless go thoroughly
inta the circumstances surrounding
the fire at Dallantyne's, and the
""People’s  Voice' does not wish to
pre-judge the issue. The whole ques-
tion of fire hazard, however, is
one of acute and immedinte import-
ance tn the working class and to
the ygeneral public. Commissions of
enguiry in the past have been wset
up on varions questions under pres-
sure of disastar or public opinion
and their findings have remained a
dead letter

This must not happen again.

The shop assistants’ unions, the

BE REPEATED

The above photegraph shows the Cashel Strest frontage of the drapery establishment of J. Ballantyne
and Co., Christchurch, whers so many lives wers lost In s disastrous Are.
a8 In so many other similar bulldings, thers ars no fAre-sscapes on this

Readers will nete that,
frontage. Ses article on

this page. (Gireenn und Holn, photograph)

Clerieal Workera' Union, the Store-
men aml Packers' Uniun, and other
unions of workers, cannot allow this
matter to be dealt with in a super-
ficial manner.

These unions, and the Federation
of Labour, should be glven repre-

internal Afairs, Hon W. Parry.

ticket, in marksd contrast
» plainly Indicates that It I

one side the
photos of the Communist can-
tes, Mrs. C. Birchfield and W.
ra, with -the slogan ‘Commu-
!'c' Leadership." On the other
1t is headed ‘How to Vote on
bar 18th," ‘Communist Re-
ndations.’

2 the case of the City Couneil,
are ndvised to ‘vote for |
Communists and thirteen
r' The names of thirtsen !
it candidates are theh set out
phabatical order, with the two

“ The ‘Standard’'s’ allegation of Communist trickery In the issuing
an slectien ticket cannot be supporied by facts,' sald Bruoce Skilten,
{ Ssorstary of the Communist Party In Wallington,

““The Com-
to the licke! issuad by the Labour
Issued by the Cemmunist Party.

ticket bears son for the wild charges made- in
the ‘Standard's’ editorial attack on
the Communist Party.

The Labour

ruce Skilton Turns Tables
On ‘‘Standard” Editor

the last to mccuse
Party of trickery,
Party Is the only
erganization In Wellington stand.
ing candidates (o (ssum & tiokel thal
does rot bear its name or a clear
Indication of Its origin. ‘These are
rour candidates’ is the captiun on
ita ticket, aml m list of candilates
for the wvarious bodies is then set
out.

““One cannot. but agree with the
Mayor, Mr. Appleton, when he aaid:
‘The Labour candidates in Welling-
ton are ashamed of their political
label for they had issued o list on
an anonymous ticket.’

““As the Labour candidats for the
Mayoraity, Mr. N. R. Seddon, was

Party should be
the Communist
for the Labour

sentation on the commission which
Is belng set up by the Minister of

Paris,

ARCO8 RAID RECALLED

famous Arco raid In London In 1927,
is obviously designed
breach of relations between Russia
and France. |

in Paris, by agreement
French Government,

forced ‘to publicly admit ‘any band

the

French Workers Fight
Fascism’s New Threat

LONDOMN.—Whils Truman and other Wall Street politicians try
to rush through the Marshall pian to buy up Eurcpe, the French and
itallan Covernmants have launched an attack on the iride unions,
Communist Parties and other organisalions which aim ls pressrve
their countriss’ iIndepsndence.

But Frenclh aml
struggle against ‘the

democrats, schooled in the wulerground

are hitting back in 0 wave of strikes and

Ttalian
Naris,

demonstratiens greater than anything their countiies bave known
since 1B48,

The French reactivn began its with a scare story about the ' Reds"
offensive with the nrrest and suvage | plotting to attack Frowe
sentencing of Marscilles workers Under cover of the panic  thus
who were toking part in a pewcv- | crested,  the  Sociafist  Ramadier
ahle demonstration sgainst inereas. | nieel to make way for  “‘strong
Ly poives b . ek gkt in turn

prepas the way for
[RCA TS B anille

De Caulle would do tH'® ™Main jeb

The Ranadier Government then |
lagnched a deliberatels provocative |
raid azainst the Soviet P.O.W. re- |
patrintiod camp at Ueaureganl, nen |°' smashing all French! resistanse
to Wall Street's plan 0 @nsiave
France and ssize her stra®!®Bic bases
and colonial resources | 107 @ war
sgainst the Soviet Union™

Reynaud wan the saw et
whe wmdermined France
in 1940, allowing traitor j
open the gates the
appointiel  Petain as i
from which position
talks with the German gi

Hernauwd appointed 1)

nawe PRI T 1

This rald, reminiscent of the Casanr

lefences

2'n
genorals to
Nauzis and
ice-Premier,
opened up

gonerals. 4

de' (sulle.

te force a

to

The camp was being maintmined
with the

to re;rmtrm.,al
[P

he

thansands of ind
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Potential problems

Luck — rather than good man-
agement — has probably spared
Christchurch a repeat disaster on
the scale of the Ballantyne's fire.

The city's buildings engineer,
Bryan Bluck, says by-laws relat-
ing to fire prevention in old
buildings are not much more
effective now than they were in
1947.

After the Ballantyne's fire,
tougher reguiations were intro-
duced to cover the construction
of new buildings, and provision
of fire escapes.

But the by-laws were not made
retrospective. Most of the build-
ings constructed before introduc-
tion of the 1963 standard by-law
(an amended version of which is
still in force today) are exempt.

Bryan Bluck says redevelop-
ment has helped. Seventy per
cent of the floor space in central
Christchurch has been replaced
in the last 40 years, and many
buildings similar to the old Bal-
lantyne's store have been pulled
down.

Most modern buildings are bet-
ter designed, and have sprinkler
systems.

Christchurch’'s  semior  fire
safety officer, John Sinclair, says

Debate

There was extensive
debate about the possibility
of an electrical fault or a
carelessly discarded match
or cigarelte causing the
fire.

The commission found it
impossible, in view of the
expert evidence, to deter-
mine whether an electrical
fault was the cause of the
fire with any degree of
certainty. It also found
there was no evidence to
support any suggestion that
the fire may have origi-
nated from cigarette smok-

ingf

he findings of the com-

mission resulted in a gen-

eral overhaul of statutory
fire safeguards in New Zea-
land.

The commission event-
ually recommeded:

@That the Standards Insti-
tute’s Means of Egress
Code be made compul-
sory throughout New
Zealand.

®The immediate installa-
tion of fire prevention
devices and alarms in
large buildings.

®That evacuation drills be
made compulsory.

®That the New Zealand
Standards Institute be
given facilities to com-

lete its Fire Prevention
ylaw and that it be
made to apply
throughout New Zealand
within three months of
its coming into force.
®Thal the Fire Brigade be
instituted as one service
throughout New Zealand
and be brought under the
control of commission-
ers.

it is unlikely that a fire the size
of the Ballantyne's blaze would
occur in a shop built to today's
by-law requirements.

Sprinklers, emergency lighting
and fire alarms are required in
all new shops larger than 1000
square  metres. Evacuation
schemes have to be designed for
shops larger than 400 square
metres, and evacuation drills

have to be held every six
months. )
But he agrees there is a

potential problem with older
buildings.

“A Ballantyne's fire in a pre-
1963 building is still quite a
possibility ... The Ballantyne's
(type of buildings) of the 1940z
still exist because ucnleremls no

uirement to upgrade them.”
re%ryan Bluck says the 1963 by-
laws are badly written, archaic
and ambiguous.

“It is a shocking legal docu-
ment, now on its eighteenth
amendment. It would need an-
other 80 (amendments) until we
have a decent legal document”

The Christchurch City Council
has lobbied unsuccessfully for
what it sees as necessary
changes to the regulations.

recom-
mended a scheme of
instruction, examination,
classification, and pro-
motion be instituted for
firemen and officers,
and that a superannua-
tion scheme be set up for
members of brigades

Mr Paul Molineux,
at present Director

of the Security
Intelligence Service,
who, as a young law
clerk in 1947,
helped rescue
people from the
burning building.

salaries

and their
adjusted.

But the most important
result was the general
heightening of fire vons-
ciousness in New Zealand.

The commission found
that there did not exist,
either in the lay mind or the

rofessional mind in New

aland generally, an ade-
quate knowledge and under-

sta of fire-precaution
principies

The Star, Dec 30, 1982. p.4.

“For some reason fire evokes
all sorts of emotions on (stand-
ards) committees, and they can't
make any progress.”

Bryan Bluck says policing of
fire safety by-laws is a joke.
Many managers act responsibly,
but others are cavalier. Local
authorities have few powers to-
make people adopt proper house-

keeping.

“I could take you to a restau-
rant where the exitway |is
cluttered with food cases and
empty boxes from the kitchen. If
it was in a place like New York,
he (the owner) would be closed
down."

He says courts tend to take the
view that local authorities are

picking on people.
“Our prime concern is people

-safety. Yet the by-laws do not

include maintenance and house-
keeping provisions which allow
us to make sure egress (exit)
ways are not blocked by apple
boxes. We are toothless.”

The most significant advance-
ment since the Ballantyne’s
disaster, apart from the wide-
spread use of sprinklers, is the

The 1947 fire led to a reorgan-
isation of the service, with big

improvements in equipment,
communications, training and
staffing.

Any fire in the central city is
now attended by at least two
pumps, a snorkel (hydraulically-
raised platform), a turntable lad-
der and an emergency tender.

increased efficiency of the fire
service.

The Press, Nov 18, 1987. p.21.

On the latter date Mr Watson's opening address was devastating.
He pointed out that employees, with several notable exceptions, had
quite failed o appreciate their danger. He cited cases of some who
had seen smoke, had become aware that there was hre, and had
calimly continued to their comfortable afternoon tea venue before
returning to their respective departments; and of others who, being
warned 1o leave the premises by their respective foremen or
forewomen, had failed 1o do so for a considerable time, and insome
cases had returned to their quarters 1o recover possessions rendered
trivial by the developing circumstances. Some of the victims had
been seen to be standing at windows, seemingly unaware of the
horror that was even then besieging them.

He drew attention to and criticised the delay in calling the Fire
Brigade, to the fact that the only fire escape was blocked so early by
smoke, to the absence of alarm bells within the building and of any
sprinkler system and of any co-ordinated evacuation methods. He
then referred to many of those sequences of events which have
already been described in this book.

One of the first witnesses was a Mr Keith Owen Smith, who had
been the only person in the cellar prior to the discovery of the fire.
Because he had left the premises to visit a nearby shop for a talk and
a smoke, he was questioned extensively. His interrogation included
reference to the deception of his employer by his actand its purpose,
and to the fact that he had ignored the arrival of the hire engines in
order to prolong his social engagement. He was accused by legal
counsel of leaving his cellar post unprotected. That he had left the
cellar was certainly true, but Mr Smith had never been employed 1o
protect the cellar. There is no doubt that if he had remained in the
cellar the lire would have been discovered much earlier. He told the
Commission that, although he was a smoker, he would never have
smoked in the cellar because of the amount of combustible material
which was stored in it, and further credibility is added to his
statement by his action in leaving the cellar in order 1o smoke a
cigarette.

Walker, G. G. The Ballantynes' fire disaster.
Gordon G. Walker, 1983. pp. 43-44.
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Ballantyne's fire
book

Sir.—As a sister of one of the 4]
victims who perished in Ballan-
tyne's fire on November 18, 1947, |
am very distressed lo see a size-
able advertisement in “The Press”
today for a book on the disaster by
G. G. Walker. Who 1s he that he
hopes to make money out of others’
misfortune? All that had to be
wrillen was recorded in lhe news-
papers at the time, and for the
many months of anguish relatives
suffered while the commission of
inquiry was held afterwards. Some
mothers never recovered from the
shock and grief and no relative
wants to be reminded of that
terrible day when their loved ones
did not come home [rom work.—
Yours, etc.,

M. I. MAWSON.

December 28, 19063.

The Press, Dec 31, 1983. p.12.

ISASTER

G.G. Walker

Ballantynes fire. 15.

Ballantyne’s fire
book

Sir, — Regarding M. 1. Maw-
son's letter of December 31: losing
a pister in Ballantyne's fire is a sad
memory they will have to live with
for the rest of their days. The
tragic event will never be forgot-
ten by those who lost family or
friends (and 1 lost two friends). The
suggestion that Mr G. G. Walker
“hopes to make money out of
others' misfortune” is completely
out of character with this man,
who Is kind, generous to a fault and
a very happy gerson — big of
stature and mind. I feel the point
of the book is to vindicate the
firemen of the day. Mr Walker is
hardly likely to become a million-
aire with this publication, as I,
with all due respect to him, fail to
see it becoming a best seller. It is
a valuable interesting reference
book, with a view to this terrible
tragedy never recurring. — Yours,

VALMAI 1. HERN.
January 1, 1984,

8ir,—1 wish to thank Mr G. G.
Walker for his enlighlenment on
the Ballantyne’s fire. This type of
book must take many hours of
research and work and Is not the
type of book to bring in great
revenue, so it is good to know In
fhis day and age there are still
people who are willing to give so
much of their leisure time to bring
truth to the fore. Another aspect is
knowing this will not happen again
and that Government or Royal
commissions can no longer cover
up the truth, and our firemen will
no longer have the blame lald at
their feet as was the case of Mr
Burrows. Many people may [eel
sorrow having the facts laid bare,
but we know that the Integrity of
firemen will now be guarded and
lives and property betler protected.
Having read the book [ feel Mr
Walker has great feelings for all
the familles involved.—Yours, etc.,

BRENDA SMITH.
December 30, 1983,

The Press, Jan 7, 1984. p.12.



city in mourning
ter fire disaster

Ominous grey skies and a cool
easterly wind greeted Christ-
church residents on the morning
of November 18, 1947

The 432 staff of J. Ballantyne
and Company. Ltd, prepared for
another busy day. Every depart-
ment was fully stocked for
Christmas, just five weeks away.

Keith Smith spent most of the
day shifting vacuum cleaners in
a basement furniture storeroom.
He went to afterncon tea in the
stalf cafeteria at about 3.30 p.m.

Instead of returring to the
basement after his tea break, he
wenl (o0 a drapery store on
Colombo Street for a quick
smoke. He heard the sirens of
passing fire engines, but took no
notice of them.

While Keith Smith was having
afternoon tea, the woman in
charge of Ballantyne’s approval
office, Edith Drake, noticed a
wisp of smoke [lltering from the
basement.

She told a salesman, Percy
Stringer, who grabbed a [fire
extinguisher and went to investi-
gate. Thick smoke was quickly
filling the basement...then the
lights failed. He was forced to
retreat.

Confusion reigned for several
minutes, and it was not until 3.46
p.m. — up to 16 minutes after
smoke was first seen — that lhe
fire brigade was called.

Two engines were sent lo what
was thought to be a small base-
ment fire.

By the time the brigade ar-
rived, no generdl evacuation
order had been given, although,
as smoke and heat increased, the
heads of several departments
had told their staff to cover stock
and leave,

From the safety of the street,
Ihey were amazed to see flames
leaping from other parts of the
building.

The seriousness of the fire was
nol realised by many until it was

By GEOFF MEIN

Cause a

litts were not enclosed.

after Its arrival

leadership.

too late. There was a lot of
smoke at the beginning, but most
of the workers, even after they
heard the fire sirens, thought It
was a minor fire in another part
of the bullding, or even In a
nelghbouring store.

Several employees took fire

ers and wenl In search
of the seat of the fire. They were
baffled by the absence of flames,
and thelr efforts were hampered
by smoke clouds billowing
through aimost every depart-
ment. Fallure of the lights added
to their confusion.

Staff In some departmenis on
the second and third floors con-
tinued working, oblivious o the
danger rising from below.

Eyewitnesses saw female em-
ployees leaning out of windows,
watching the smoke cdming from
other departments.

Many were seen to scream and
run back as the flamecs reached
the rooms in which they were

working.

Lorna Mott was in the shirl
workroom on the third floor
when she heard the fire engines.
She discovered the fire escape
full of smoke, and rushed to
warn her workmales.

As she lefl the building. Llhe
power [alled. She noliced the
company secretary, Willlam
Hudson, disappearing Into smoke
lo search for olber staff mem-
bers. He did not live to tell his

story.
Empiloyees of the shirt work-

The cause of the Ballantyne’s fire remains a mystery.

Two main theories were advanced: that a match or
burning cigarette was carelessly thrown down, setting
fire to material in the basement; or that an electric
cable which ran from the first floor into and through
the basement was defective.

A Royal Commission set up to Investigate the lire
found no conclusive evidence to support either theory.

It accepted Keith Smith's claim that he saw no sign of
fire when he left the basement for afternoon tea, and
that he never smoked on the premises.

The commission did, however,
factors helped the fire spread.

Most of the lloors were made of timber. Ceilings and
wall linings were made of soft fibreboard, roofs were
timber-framed, often without fire-stops. There were
huge unprotected openings In the brick walls between
the various bulldings, and most of the stairways and

The commission found that Bllllﬂlr
and the fire brigade did not take all steps reasonably
possible to warn the stalf and public of the fire.

The late call to the fire brigade allowed flammable
gases to accumulate, and the brigade [ailed to take
elfective action to attack the fire in the first 1¥ minutes

It was concluded that attempts made to rescue people
trapped in the building suffered from lack of competent

mystery

find that several

ne's management

room later toild reporters that
Mrs Molt's warning had saved
their lives.

The fire swepl with amazing
swiftness through the big block.
Within 20 minutes, It was ablaze
from top to botlom.

Eight young women In the
millinery workroom were
ordered (o follow Lola Crew
along B passage. By lhe time she
reached the fire escape, only one
was still behind her. The others
had collapsed, overcome by the
smoke.

The scene outside the buiiding
was summed up by Gordon
Walker in his book recalling
whal was lo become Christ-
church’s blackest day.

“The streel was by now a
bedlam of noise, generated by
the sounds from the fire, the
screams of trapped and doomed
victims, and hysterical advice
and exhortations from a public,
some of whose workmates were
still caught In the flaming
cauldron..."”

An unsuccessful attempt to res-
cue women (rapped on the top
floor was made by a fireman
who climbed a ladder against the
Cashel Street frontage of the
bullding. He was forced to aban-
don the attempt when the ladder
caught fire. The women
disappeared Into the smoke and
Names.

Other firemen made frantic

l________l-

__ Nov 18, _1947]:

attempts to place ladders agalnst
the top storey windows where
people were still trapped, but
they were beaten back by fierce
gusts of smoke and lerrific heat.

Bystanders watched In horror
as three women jumped from
windows on the second and third
floors. Two escaped serious In-
jury; the third died In hospital

Moments later, a director of
the firm, Ken Ballaniyne,
appeared on a balcony round a
window on the top [foor. He
swayed for several minutes,
amid surging flames, before &
fireman reached him. Loud ap-
plause and cheering greeted the
rescue, He was one of the last
people to leave the building
allve.

Several employees later
praised Ken Ballantyne, who
refused to leave the bullding
when he could have done so
safely. He insisted on trying to
round up staff in the office part
of the bullding.

After being taken to hospital,
he returned to the fire to help.
He collapsed again and was
taken home, suffering from
severe shock.

Reporters from “The Press”
described the drama unfolding in
the streets:

“For those In nelghbouring
bulldings who heard the screams
of women and saw them moving
frantically about In the inferno,
these minutes will for ever re-
main seared on their memories.
Spectators of fearful panic, with
a tragically inevitable end, they
were helpless. Any hope of
happy rescue of other than those
who risked life by jumping —
three only took the leap. — ar
climbing to safety, were gone by
the time the fire brigade arrived.

“There was none of the excite-
ment that often attracts crowds
to a big blaze. On all sides there
were expressions of horror and
concern for the occupants of the
bullding. rather than comment
on the magnitude of the blaze.”

By 4 p.m., & huge plume of
brown smoke had attracted thou-
sands Into neighbouring streets.
Business was brought o =a
standstill in shops and offices
within two blocks of the fire.

The Press, Nov 18, 1987. p.21.

Clouds of smoke hundreds of
metres high carried masses of
burning material Into the
easterly breeze; pieces of burnt
paper were found as far away as
Riccarton Racecourse.

Men {rom factories, shops and
offices in the central city joined
the firemen manning hoses In
the streets. Their numbers were
boosted by soldiers, airmen and
visiting sallors, and all but two of
the policemen on duty at the
central police station.

Crowds surged down Cashel
and Colombo Streets to within 30
metres of the intersection before
being driven back by the heat

Fire engines arriving In Cashel
Streel were continually impeded
by the anxious throngs: al one
stage, when part of the buliding
was expected to collapse, 8 hose
had to be turned on the crowd to
drive them back.

By 4.15 p.m., fMames were
soaring more than 30m above
the building. The roar of the fire
and hiss of water was punctuated
by the crash of falling iron and
girders, and the explosion of
large plate glass cracking or
caving In.

Officers of the Salvation Army,
carrying urns of lea and piles of
sandwiches, quletly picked their
way through the tangle of hoses
and pools of waler.

Against a flery backdrop of
crimson and gold, & window
display, featuring a large doll
and poster of Santa Claus, stood
out like an island of immortality.
The doll was eventually recov-
ered.

Others were not so lucky, as
*The Press” reported:

"The fear thal death had
stalked along with the flames
was substantiated an hour and
three-quarters after the fire had
broken out, when three bodies,
apparently having dropped from
upper floors, were seen in whal
was the furniture section display
window . ..

“The magnitude of the disaster
struck the fire [fighters when
they entered the main enirance
shortly after 6 p.m. Bodies were
lying in the smouldering ruins,
and up on the steel rafters two
bodies were hanging.

“For more than an hour, fire-
men, policemen and volunieer
workers carried from the ruins
the remains of charred bodles
wrapped in tarpaulins, and two
hearses ran a service to the
morgue. The...public, happlly,
were roped off...and saw
nothing of the terrible recovery
work."”



An artist’s drawing

showing Congreve's
building where the fire is
thought to have begun,
Goodman's building with
the millinery workroom on
the top floor and Pratt’s
building where the credit
and accountancy offices
were situated.

Block of one acre destroyed. A view from the air.
The Press, Nov 26, 1947. p.5.
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18. Ballantynes fire. Report of Royal Commission.

Cause of the fire.

51. Mr. Nicol, who speaks with undoubted authority, was faced with the charge
that some fault in the cable er installation of electric power was the cause of the fire.
Each defect or fault was carefully weighed by him. Without excusing the fault, he
examined each with meticulous care, to ascertain its possible effect. He came to his
conclusion that none of the faults singly, or together, could have caused the fire. We
are satisfied he reached his conclusions not to defend electric energy as a whole, but as
an expert whose findings would be scrutinized by able electrical engineers in this
country and beyond it.

He was supported by the evidence of other expert witnesses. There was no evidence
in respect of the general electrical installation in the building which would lead to the
belief that this, in any of its parts, was the cause of the fire. It becomes quite clear in
our opinion it is impossible for us, in view of the expert evidence, to determine that
electrical fault was the canse of the fire with any degree of certainty.

52. We have already stated that there is no evidence, once the alibi of Smith is
accepted, that the fire was occasioned by the carelessness of any employee. Indeed,
the evidence showed that Ballantynes strictly enforced this rule against smoking, and
there was no evidence to support any suggestion that the fire may have originated from
such a cause.

53. We must, therefore, answer the first question by saying that the evidence did
pot disclose the cause and origin of the fire.

Response of the staff.

58. It is true that members of the staff with any degree of authority may have
been under the impression that strict observance of stringent rules against smoking
and carrying matches rendered fire risk negligible. The action of the directors in failing
to maintain in proper order the automatic Vigilant alarm system, that was at one time
installed in Pratt’s building, is inexplicable after they had been warned by the firm
which installed it that unless it were properly maintained they would have to remove
it, and eventually did so. A curious blindness to fire-risk, as far as we can see, can alone
explain the failure of the directors to install some warning-device, a fire-sprinkler system,
or some alternative fire-prevention method, in addition tothe fire-extinguishers on which
sole reliance was placed.

If the sprinkler system had been in existence, on the reports which have been sub-
mitted to us, the fire would, in all probability, have been put out in the cellar itself, or
at least contained there.

Without evacuation drill, without warning-devices, without advice to employees
on the steps to be taken in the event of fire, without an automatic connection with the
fire brigade, and with employees—many of them young women—numbering some 458,
orderly movement, even communication between various departments, can hardly
have been expected, and contradictory instructions—some to stay, some to evacuate—
took the place of efficient order and movement.

59. There is evidence that one of the staff, in a position of some authority, advised
female employees to report back to their departments on the upper floors. Such advice
was given, it is said, at a time when the smoke from the fire was spreading through the
whole building.

60. There is evidence that some of the employees were so ignorant of the layout of
the premises that they were unaware of alternative methods of exit from one department
to another.

61. It is quite understandable that, when the fire was first discovered, the
information passed casually to members of the staff in various parts of the building
remote from the cellar that there was a fire in one of the cellars would not be unduly
disturbing, and perhaps the nature of the news that leaked through would induce
employees, and indeed the managers, to think that fire in one of the cellars would not
be serious.

The volume of smoke, however, coming from the cellar and escaping into the open
air, upper floors, and adjoining parts of the premises should have warned executive
officers within two or three minutes after the arrival of the fire brigade that the fire was
serious and the need for evacunation urgent.

62. In the case of premises as large as those of Ballantyne’s, involving the employ-
ment of some 458 employees, of whom over 300 were women, it seems clear the provision
of a number of fire-extinguishers should not be the only measure taken to prevent and
stop the spread of fire. The responsibility for this condition of affairs rests on the
controllers and managers of the business. The inevitable result was that, when fire did
break out and showed signs of developing into a major fire, the executive officers found
themselves not only without adequate equipment to deal with it, but with lack of devices
to warn their employees of the existence of fire, or a plan to evacuate them from the

building when it became necessary. Report of Royal Commission. New Zealand Parliament.

Appendices to the Journals of the House of Representatives,
1948. vol.V, H-47. pp. 30-31.



Report of the Royal Commission.

SHORT SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
Orpers oF RErFeErRence (1) To (8)
1. We have been unable to find the cause and origin of the fire.

2. In our opinion, all steps reasonably possible, under the circumstances then
obtaining, were not taken to warn the staff and the members of the public on the premises
of the existence and seriousness of the fire, and that all reasonably possible steps under
the circumstances were not taken to provide for their safety and escape, firstly by the
management of Ballantynes and later by the fire brigade.

3. Special circumstances contributing to the rapid spread of the fire were : —

(a) The very large fire areas with large unprotected vertical and lateral openings:

(b) The high fire load in relation to the construction of the building :

(¢) The late call to the fire brigade which allowed inflammable gases to accumulate
before the arrival of the brigade :

(d) The failure of the fire brigade to take effective action to attack the fire in the
first ten minutes after its arrival, thereby allowing a further accumulation
of dangerous and explosive gases :

(¢) The inflammable nature of much of the stock and soft fibre board used throughout
the building.

The fire hazard could have been reduced by—

(i) The installation of an automatic sprinkler fire-alarm system :
(i) An automatic fire-alarm system directly connected to the fire-station :
(i1i) The provision of adequate fire-doors :
(iv) The total prohibition of the use of untreated soft wood fibre board :
(v) The provision of standpipes throughout the building with hoses attached :
(vi) The enclosure of lift-shafts and stairways by smoke-stop partitions.

4. In our opinion, there was a breach of the Christchurch City By-laws in so far as
permits were not obtained for the execution of certain works, such as the making of
openings in interior walls and the use of soft wood fibre board for partitions and wall
coverings. Inasmuch as no requisition was served on Messrs. Ballantynes by the fire
brigade, it canno# be said that there was a breach of the Christchurch Fire Board Fire
Escapes By-law, 1930. We think the use of soft fibre board in Ballantynes was a breach
of the by-law forbidding its use, and the breach was not cured by the consent given.

5. In our opinion, the Factories Act and its regulations are inadequate in so far as
they set a standard of protection against fire very far below that set in standards approved
by expert opinion and adopted in other countries.

We think the Fire Board Fire Escapes By-law is similarly defective, and so far as
existing buildings are concerned the by-law has been practically inoperative, inasmuch
as it provides that nothing need be done unless the Superintendent of the Brigade,
after inspection, serves a notice on the owner setting out what he is required to do.

Since the 1938 amendment of the Municipal Corporations Act, the Christchurch
City Council has been in a position to replace the Fire Board’s By-law, but nothing
has been done. We believe the Christchurch City By-laws are inadequate and that
the administration of the by-laws and regulations has been irregular and ill administered.
There appears to us to be no justification for the Council’s over-riding its own by-law
and granting permission to Ballantynes to make extensive use of untreated soft wood
fibre board.

We draw attention to the absence of regulations framed to regulate construction
in relation to floor areas.

6. We believe the adoption of the New Zealand Standard Code of Building By-
laws, Part V1I (Means of Egress), as prepared by the New Zealand Standards Institute.
should be made compulsory to all buildings in New Zealand.

7. We recommend the instruction of staffs in the principles of fire-prevention,
evacuation drill, and elementary principles of fire-fighting. We advocate that all floors
above ground floor be immediately evacuated on alarm of fire being given.

8. We find that, after arrival at the fire, there was failure on the part of the brigade
officers to appreciate the potential danger and take adequate steps to meet that
contingency.

We find the attempt made to rescue those trapped suffered from lack of competent
leadership.

We find the equipment employed by the brigade to combat the fire was, in general,
sufficient save that the Tilling-Stevens electric ladder was obsolete.

Report of Royal Commission. New Zealand Parliament.

Ballantynes fire. 19.

Appendices to the Journals of the House of Representatives,

1948. vol.V, H-47.



20. Ballantynes fire.
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The outer walls appear to be the only part of the building left standing in this view looking along
Cashel street. Photo; S Moore.

A view of the central area of the building. Litlle remains except for the brick dividing walls and
twisted iron from the roof.
N.Z. Weekly News, Nov 26, 1947.
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Floor Plans of Ballantynes. Ballantynes fire. 21.
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22. Ballantynes fire. Floor Plans of Ballantynes.
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Floor Plans of Ballantynes. Ballantynes fire. 23.
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Floor Plans of Ballantynes.

24, Ballantynes fire.
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Ballantynes fire. 25.
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