
or man.

duo rial trike of 1913-14.

This 'tri'e _~ t'e b Lgges t th' g of tne kin toot has

happened in ew Zealand since the big arit' e ~trike of 189 91.

Fro the time the strike as declared, it co u1d be seen

that a great deal of bitter feeling and riotous conduct ~ou1d

follow. This is always to be expected hen "special police" are

~sed.

For a fe days after the declaration of the strike I as

kept busy ith 1: r , Bartholome , s .. , enrolling and earing in

Special Constables. e enrolled 600 Foot Specials, and 400

ounted Specials. 'I'he Mounted Specials ere billeted in "Tahuna

Park", an id. 1 place for a military camp. The Foot Specials

were zo rn in, paraded, their names and addresses taken, and they

ere then dismissed until called upon, if required. I had then

a good can ith me in ::3enior Sergeant Dart (no a la practitioner

a t et ven) , The "enior Sergeant as an e xcelle t drill ana s

L1'J.-s t
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The next event of any importance to occur

In ellington and uck1and, it wa the signal for disorder

and bloodshed when the Special Constables appeared in the street.

It was not possible for the Police themselves to maintain la and

order in i1e11ington and Auckland ithout the aid of Special Police.

When some "specials" are provided with batons, they fancy they are

empowered to do a lot of things, and sometimes their actions Le e.d

to trouble that could be avoided by the use of a little forbearance

and reason.

Although Dunedin was the headquarters of the S amen's

Union I as able to manage to keep order ith my own men without

the aid of Foot or ounted Specials.

In those days the watersiders ~~d seamen were not a

vicious combination and, when properly handled, ere amenable to

reason. Today, the Police have different elements to cope ith,

Communists and ad Feds ho have no respect for t e Laws of God



see around me today.

rounds, placed t 0 large tables in position, borro ed the necess-

ary tools and aprons from a local butcher, and hBn the sheep

e got on

ere ea ably

There was a r •

and fellmongery orks

t the close of his re-

ritime Stri e, there ras real

I said I had more time at my

ere a splendid lot and tno one

The ~oun ed Special

d a glllo s erected in the gaol

They

I

ell set.

I said to r. Gatfield, If you se d in 120 sheep on

Also, I had a friend in the 11 mmerce Protection Conm Lt tee "

all particul ra.

The inter follo ing the Great

arrived I as

givi

assist me.

ell skilled in hand1 ing men.

of re dering assistance to those in dire ant.

doled out to hose in need of them.

is , at Boreham referred to.

Gatfield present, the 0 er of a boiling do

at Evaline, outside Oamaru, ho stated that he had a line of 2 ~ of

vent st ight aflaY and had "locals tl inserted on both news pape rs ,

the finest sheep that ever passed through his hands, a d these ere

1inter reminds me in a smaller way of the distress and want that I

distresJ in all seaport to ns, and the distress I sa in Oamaru that

diapoa~l than any of those present, and could undertake the job. I

Thurs:lay morning to start 0 it , I'll make all arrangements." I

ne tDose in distress, and I had a good man in view who ould

I got there I found seven residents eliberating as to the best 1ay

at the disposal of the poor, but he did not know ho: they could be

t the Strike Committee's second meeting, a well-known Labour

One night I was sent for to go to the ueen's Hotel and hen

ho kept me informed of ~ at went on at their meetings.

the .aritime Strike already referred to.

marks, he said 'How can e cro ss a man 'ith a he art 1 ike tha.1;!" T' i

Ings ,

my name L~ connection ith a matter that occurred in amaru, after

o er of' the premises 00 re the "Strike Committee" and the '..:oxecutive

agitator named Steve Boreham, hen addressing the meeting, mentioned

COJ:1 anded by r , Lu . az Le tt and r , Cr sb Ie orris.

of the Seamen's Union" met res a namesake and an old friend of mine,

and s e kept me oated in everything that took place at these meet-

I had graa~ lUCK L~ the handling of this strike rioht through. The

splendidly, and not a thing ould be done ~ithout C nsultin me.



so did his t 0 brothers, and old rs. oreham, the mother, lived in a

Oama ru , and eight years after this event I saw him brea in stones on

d

I told

You see

aru then

ua re , and

t 6 o'clock t'

In this dole of she ep the

t the time, the eather

t this moment, Steve Boreham

This little action on my part

as as good-hearted a fellow as ever

I ran up r. etfield and asked for

ount 0 fro om a t V ic to r La
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'10 those it over three of a family I ave

iniiter of Finance) rang me up at my Office

You have any

He came to Oamaru with a large sum of money and spent it in

One 3a tur ay night, hile the strike as on, the iayo r , 'r.

Steve oreham, reviously referred to, lived in

The donor of those;i>heep

put e to the trouble of bringing you before t he vo ur-t ,

onument, t ings ere as the ~,yor had described. It ... 5 ju t

9 o'clock and Constables and Sergeants in charge ere then going
~

on, and coming off, duty. I he. the halted in case of trouble.

I took a Sergewlt "lit me and approache d the s aker, a Victorian,

said he ould speak on 1'1h re he was.

any moment.

how the street tratfic is blocked, and a serious accident may happen

named McGuire, a regular "f Lr-ebrand ;" I said, "I hope you 'on't

you can s ak there until you are tired wi~hout interru tion. He

mounted the steps of the onument a d aaId "e ust obey the Su er-

intendent, nd those of you ho are out for law an order ill folIo

as bitterly cold, and the meet wouLd easily last a eek ,

the "Cargill onument", that the streets were blocked wi.t h people,

and the trams eo uld not run and ere held up by the crowd.

him I'd be at the seane in five minutes. ~en I arrived at the

and stated that some of the strikers ere addressing a meeting at

gained tIe favour of this noted Labour agitator, Steve ore:ao.

Downie

~ounteJ Constable to the old mother.

lit tle cotta e on the ro ds ide t uke ur i.,

tl rea Borehaos participated, and I sent half a seep out wit the

lived.

the roadsia.e at remo ho , a suburb of langanui.

of them unde. 65 lbs.

120 sheep ere isposed of.

a .1 le shee , a d tnose u er t.hr e half a sheep.

60 more and t ese ere also disposed of.



said ," little 'mesmerism" did the business."

and a ed me ho I managed to dis rse the cro d it. out trouble. I

member

lq- minutes

re not 50

Be fore comin to this

not a "Sunday :301 Ler' , :mly

The COl' :ttee announced that

He addressed me by saying "Have

I

In three minutes t ere

The Specials ere 10 h to return to CWilp

The ayar and a friend of is atched the

men only in protecting the free workers an

r"

• ) ' .m. I warched 40 men out of the Poll.'ce
Station

I h ve 40 men at my disposal, and I pled e y os it-

Tlis seemed to satisfy the: .ittee.

t

lohl; atisfactory.

me to Victoria Square.'

ere ewept a\7ay like mut ch ood tnis mornin •

left at t.e ..:onument.

e

in order to test the efficiency of t e rran ements, and

em ty-handed .

took my ub-Inspector (Fouhy) ith me.

I :ad 2 0 'oun ed S cials beside me at the h rf , an this I con~ider-

it had promises from 300 free labourers to ork the boats.

- e Rail ay 3t~tion was t e r ndezvous , and 3 a. • ~s t

proceedings and, after the cro d had dispersed, came and spo e to me,

vited to attend a meeting of the "Comme r-ce rotection Co ittee. 1I I

bef re the Port as opened I gave a "f'uLse ala m" to the Camp of f Lce r

All preparations were now beinS 'de for t e openinb of the Port.

you plans of the Harbour a d harves prepared and barricade e re ct edj "

I ha d two telephone connections 11th "Tahuna" ~rk", and a re v days

the Saturiay night befora the openin of the ort I as in-

of the Co.!l.ittee (a 'r . Ritchie) was, I was told, opposed to me for

some reason right th u h the pie ce ,

I said, III have no plans prepared.

a po l Lceman , and I a quite sure I am not going t en ge e in bat t Le ,

meeting tonight I seriously thou ht out my in entions in this matter.

The flimsy barricades erected by th Harbour 0 r on its 0 m account

I intend to use my 0

ion to pick up all the free labourers that may turn up in any part

keeping order.

of the city , at any time , day or ni ht, and afely escort t em to

the ships they are to ro r-k on, and safely protect them there. I

have two t ele phone connections 'ith the ...0 unte:l ,'] p at ":'ahuna Park"

and i1'1 re s nse to a false ala ~ on Thursday morning I ad 20 ounted

Specis.ls beside me at the Wharf in lq- minutes, a this /'as most

sat is f eto ry •"

t i e fixed .



r e

f a

ent on

to my a La ,

~e must

I deLiv r ed

I t 0> my

I bounded off

• r t ee t i n

t re e t ,

... Li cc U t i o •

t about 4 c ' cl ock

not ap ea re d 0

ter.

ne ;:- ~ •s

1 "s , tl a s r ~ nt n

cl four strikers on t o

fe incidents happened on the

~.ere ere a v r ea nt and

ad, an t he d or las closed

an ' collared on , one ra a¥ y ,

The u

t bef or t he : ur t .

~ver street in t' City ras atrolled

hen I oot nea r u

tation th r e ':'Tere onl 7 free l abour-

! it e t o the ::

b r-e ra v ere' r r Lvtng ,
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o t l .e t 11 i rrt ,

r

I ~ai the r e , s no b i1 f r the pri~onvr,

in t r t ya rds r t. 10 Y t u dn no action.

H,n il ay Cr.:' ie ials •

r ",e e

'e xt da , the c rrying a" ~Y comme nced, n

lhen e bot to t.e Rail ' w

. n , .1e :' sa .. me arr es t i.ng one r t le ... f enders t hey c

zasn t t a "bo o" nor a hoot".

SOl. it "ee a t

se::' t o t e .e ve y a t rr- ng L •

r ena In . th Lock-up unt il

conveyed every act ~l ~

I ':as sto p ed by thr e nerab e r-s of he 3trike I.I lI I.l!I,it tee ,,'1 0 ~ ..ant e

ner f r any pr isoner f c u ~i c

to b il t e r i s cne r ,

an t 0 ran int t ne fu L la y Goods

b~t I .aved them of f ~~ a id I ould see t. m

three Go .s~ E.bles

the wh~rf (I had no Arthritis the

lorry, emptyin out thv s t uf f wit a 1 their mi . t.

of flour and sugar and other things,

after the b t

f r cn time to time more free

7i t out an interruption.

The reet i ng place of th free labourers ras supposed to b k

the Goods Sheds, I as ast ounded to see the street stre n 7i t ba ;s

in the afternoon, as I ves alking al ong t he ,harf, r ound i ng one of

That even . n th free labourers started unlo di ne; t' 70 ships,

the , . 6r e •

qui et i ye t the streets fro m the Reil a ~tation to t. e wharves at tha

early hour er e lined with people.

by Stri ePic ' et s , and these ere successful in prev~i ing on t e b 1-

anco of t he free la ourers t~ return to their homes.

'ay to the ~harve s , but i ' ~ ul t a e too lono to gi ve p~r t ic u l~ rs of

era to pie u, ins te ad of 300 .

7J'l(/tI'tJ
al ong to t e P ice St atio 1 t hro ug)

"

a.



h •

L .e.

t

I SE- id ,

f or e th

kno '

.j.. ...."

nt ...nat

r ... t;, e. ee vi. ,

e De te c. t Lve ,

be able to

ut

e r ci,

int n t ' .... se; .•e

en

_. e

I r' .I"u U? my

.uit.e r i n ' s e d ,

u.S f

se

lCo., ,,' at t e re

,
" -

to 01 1:'. ~t n t t ie,° . ... ,

It tt d J t ir-da 1. r~inb

as ne

ee minutes , I

e cJ Sar-ood , -cited on re

I l~ pc r t.e the t ' 0 Eo Ll.way li ff ic ial ,

s

aters de r s

any ~inb b ou t

On

.aJin , some 300 me all told , t he ~ hair-

t t , _ _ tter Ln t .

hea

next o f Li.ce r ....

ay-day 0

then f L ::..... ,1

.U

.\.1. S e :.r I

ut too place at the ater .... :.~ers ' 0ffices , rtattrA J ~treet

hen e arrivea t'e

" e have cone t -ou , " 'le ~",i , "as 'le

e t i .g

On rr i i no at tile ::i t · i on, t. e pr isone r s 'e r" ch., r ed ,

1 e ..... v t e

:- i ce ,

f the sea' e •

. a r f",

le ','aited.

I a c cepte their e x Lana t Lcn •

t , e

and t a :' nib t t le r unded u the t . ree t

man of the ~o::nmittee sang out t o m tha t they wer e n O\1 r e a dy. e

arrested on ~arrant y orriers rom, 11 ' ut n , nd to mare t' ~

f w de. s a f te r th ' t . e .101e of the Strike C r.;'l' itte re

and t he y e r e ade uate 1y pun ishe •

errs ts I 00 t, 0 Det.e ct L es ri.th e.

ve.-y d".y , s ir-ns 'ere inc rea s ;::; thE.t .Eo s t r i.ke as bro "en

our ..ere ·r.ub,t before t ne Court next ",r i b Ell.a:L It ,'i " . It

ras ), tLe t o c ..e t lo o r eads zi.t h so r: 'of m; ,..6 , 0

The

c ro d .

s eat .en .

f '.l.t;; _ ,

you re ti re to th

and all t~~ re~~i d fvr " com lete co ~Fs

an t.her, e ' .Lt t ed to b '1.

marche d t hee along to t~ e Pol i c e S tat ion '1 .... ". l' El .ur .1Ur frol t e

find ou t e Lnform t icn y u are lookin f"r".

Cour t E. tu "ere b und over to k ef. the e a ce .

e ve r y t in;::; t "",t 's going on i n connec t i on ': i n t

"I B.lli a f ra id , gentleme , you are giving m too mucn c r ed it, ut if


	The Industrial Strike of 1913-14


