The next event of any importance to occur was the In-
dus trial Strike of 1913~14.

This Sirike wus the biggest thing of the kind that has
happensd in New Zealand since the big Meritime Strike of 1890-91.

From the time the strike weas declared, it could be seen
that a great deal of bitter feeling and riotous conduct would

followe This is slways to be expected when “special police" are

In Wellington end Auckland, it was the signel for disorder
and bloodshed when the Special Constables appeared in the stireet.
It was not possible for the Police themselvas to meintain law and
order in Wellington and Auckland without the aid of Special Polics.
When some "specials™ are provided with batons, they fancy they are

empowered to do a lot of things, and sometimes their actioms lesd

to trouble that could be aveided by the use of a little forbearance

and reason.

Although Dunedin was the headquarters of the Scamen's
Union I was eble to manage to keep order with my own men without
the aid of Foot or Mounted Specials.

In those days the watersiders and seamen wers not a

ious combination and, when properly handled, were amenable to
reason. Today, the Police have different elements to cope witn,
Communists and Red Feds who h spect for the laws of God
or man.

For a few days after the deglaration of the strike I was
kept busy with Mr. Bartholomew, S.M., enrolling and swearing in
Special Constables. We enrolled 600 Foot Specials, and 400
Mounted Spscials. The Mcunted Speciels were billeted in "Tahuna
Park", an! 4deal place for & military camp. The Foot Specials
were sworn in, peraded, their names and addresses teken, and they

then dismissed until called upon, if required.
pman with me in Senior Sergeant Dart (now & law practitioner

at Methven). The Senior Sergeant was an axcellent drill and was
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handling men. The Mounted Specials were capably
cormanded by Mr. Lo Hezlett and rosbie Morris. We got on
splendidly, and not & thing would be dome without consulting me.
I had graat luck in the hendling of this strike right through. The
ovmer of the premises where the “Strike Committee" and the “Executive
of the Seemen's Union" met was a nomesake and an old friend of mine,
and she kept me posted in everything that took place at these meet-
ings. Also, I had a friend in the "Gommerce Protection Com
who kept me informed of what went on at their meetings.

At the Strike Committee's second mesting, & well-known Labour
agitator nemed Steve Boreham, when addressing the meeting, mentioned
name in connection with a matter that occurred in Qamaru, after
time Strike already refsrred to. At th g of

marks, he said “How can we cross & men witn
is what Boreham referred to.

The winter following the Greet Maritime Strike, there was
distress in all seaport towns, and the distress w in Oamaru that
winter reminds me in & smaller way of the distress and want that I
see around me today.

One night I wes sent for to go to the Queen's Hotel and when
I got there I found seven residents deliberating
of rendering mssistance fto those

Gatfield present, wner ef & boiling
t Evaline, outside Cemeru, who steted that he had
the finest sheep that ever passed through his hands, and i
at the disposel of the poor, but he did not know how they could be
doled out to shose in need of them. I said I had more time at my
disposal than any of those present, end could undertake the job. I
knew tuaose in distress, end I had a good men in view who would
ist me. I said to Mr. Gatfield, "If you send in 120 sheep on
to start with, I'll make &ll arrangements I
r and had "locals" inserted &n both newspapers,
TS . I had & gdllows erected in the gao
ebles in position, borrowed the necess-

1 butcher, and when the sheep

arrived I was well set.

They were ylendid 1o
J ¢ & splendid lot and not

one
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To those with over three of a family I gave

a whole sheep, and those under threse half a shesp. Al 6 o'clock the

Ty

120 sheap were disposed I rang up Mre. Getfield

e
4|

more and these were also disposed of. At the time,

N

cold, and the meat would easily last a week.
e donor of thosebheep was as good-hearted a fellow as ever
lived. He came to Camaru with a large sum of money and spent it in
Qamaru, and eight years after this event I saw him breaking stones on
the roadside at Aramoho, a suburb of Wanganui.
Steve Boreham, previously referred to, lived in Qamaru then and

his two brothers, and old Mrs. Boreham, the mother, lived

on the roadside at Pukeuri In thi

lMounted Constable to the old mother.
gained the favour of this noted Labour agitator, Steve Boreham.

One Saturday night, while the strike was on, the

ar

Mayor, Hr.
Downie Stewart (late Minister of Finance ) rang
and stated that some of the strikers were addressing a

"Cargill Monument"™, that the streets were blocked with

the trams could not run and were held up by the crowd.

in five minutes. When I arrived at

=
on, and coming off, duty. I had

I took & Sergeant with me znd approached the speaker, a Victorian,
namsd McGuire, a regular "firebrand." I said, "I hope you won't
put me to the trouble of bringing you before the Court. You see
how the street traffic is blocked, and & serious accidemt mey happen
any moment. You have any amount of room at Vicioria Sguare, and
you cen speak there until you are tired without interrupiion.”

seid he would spsak on where he was.

mounted the eps of the lonument and sdid "We must obey the Super-

intendent, and those of you
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me to Victoria Square.™ In three minutes there were not 50
left at the lonument. The Mayor and a
proceedings and, after the crowd had dispersed, came and spoke to me,
and asked me how I mamaged to disperse the crowd without trouble. I
said, "A little'mesmerism" did the business."

All preparations were now being made for the opening of the Port.
I had two telephene comnections with "Tehuna™ Park", and a few days
before the Port was opened I gave a “false alarm" to the Camp of ficers
in order to test the ficien { the arrangements, and in 12§ minutes
I had 200 Mounted Specials beside me at the wharf, and this I consider-
ed highly satisfactory. The Specials were loth to return to Ceaup
empty~handed.

On the Saturdey n before the opening of the Port I was in-

vited %o attend a meeting of the “Commerce Protection Committece.™ I
took my Sub-Inspector (Fouhy) with me. The Comnittee anncunced that
it had promises from 300 free labourers to work the boats. A member
of the Comuittee (& Mr. Ritchie) was, I was told, opposed to me for
some remson right through the piece. He addressed me by saying "Have
you plans of the Harbour and wharves prepared and barricedes erected?"
I said, "I have no plans prepared. I aw not a "Sunday Soldier"; only
& policemen, and I awm quite sure I am not going to engege in battle.
The flimsy barricades erected by the Harbour Beerd on its own account
were swept away like matchwood this morming. Before
meeting tonight I seriously thought out my intentioms
I intend to use my own men only in protecting the free workers and
keeping order. I have 40 men at my disposal, and I pledge my posit-
ion to pick up all the free laboursrs that mey turn up in eny part
of the city, at any time, day or night, and safely escort them %

he ships they are to work on, and safely protect them there. I
wo telephone connections with the Mounted Camp at "Tahuna Park"
in response to a false alarm on Thursdey merning I had 200 Mounted
in 123 minutes, and this wes most

satis f‘.\,’ the sommittee.

The Railway Station was the rendezvous, and 3 a.m. was the

AT c.4 pom. I marched 40 men out of the Police

Stetion
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