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Superintendent Dwyer, of Canterbury.

Superintendent Dwyer has just been appointed to
succeed Superintendent Kiely in charge of the
Canterbury Police District.
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In the meantime, the Govermment offered & rewsrd of £500
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for the arrest of the offender. petectives ang & posse
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;f police to essist the loczl men teo scour the countryside for the

of fender. Besides this, I had all outlets from the Ccast to Christ-
church wetched. Cn the morning of the 15th I received a wire from
Inspecter Cruickshank of Greymouth saying that the movements of a man
giving his name as McMahon were suspicious, and il was supj that

he was méking for Christchurche. Leter in the day I received enother
wire from the Inspector saying that MCMahon wes intimate with a bar-
maid of that name in Christchurch. I placed the matter in the

hands of Detectives Connelly and Abbott to meke immediate inquiries.

[ T ;'3 [y -1 1 a3 a3 . ™ ad & e , + T -~
They lccated the barmalid at the Empire Hotlel, ihen Kept Dy kle
Morgen O'Brien. That evening an important thing Ths
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man hes come from the Coast where that awful murder took place,

most part of the £500. reward. The suspect slipped out of the

the way, contained all the
stolen money, withcut being noticed.

The Detectives now got on the scent, and Mr. O'brien
scoured that part of the towm. He spotted suspect in Lichiield
Street, but did nothing but watch him. Suspect returned te the
hotel and had tes with Miss Mclishon (barmaid), and Mr. O'Brien
wetched him all the time. The Detectives remained outside the
watching, and when the suspect came out on the street, they
accested him and took him along to the Detective Qffice in a
he suspect was then cerrying a small ease, end , when seated in the

office, Detective Connelly noticed suspect fumbling with the 1i

tle
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the bag, the Detective grabbed him and seized s revolver
The revolver was
the cass,
Detective found it conteined a block of 100 new Cne Pound Notes,
numbsers identifiabie. It was cleer that we had the right men.
shepherd the barmaid, and, if she trisd

to the Station. When the two

and there found thse
the contents of the
a great sight.

printer. I detained the barmeid as an accomplice but, on full
investigation, I let g£0y 85 the evidence did not warrent her

There was great jubilation over ti
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in Christchurch and the

name was

He was sentenced to death for the

and was hange

rewarg, in eccordance with the

Alleged Immorality On the banks of the
River Awvon in Christchurch.

For over two years, the Council of Churches wrote and com-

plained about the immoral conduct on the river banks, and kept up

Tiahte

lights on the river

1 1.
Dankksg.

The then Mayor (Mr. H. Holland) wes in n

the Council of Churches, in fact, was one of
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followed at the Council's meeting. After my

the publication ¢ ] proceedings,
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a8 to immorzlity on the river banks ceased, and there
& complaint sinca.
newspaper extract):=

A Clean City.
Slanders refuted.
The River Banks Question.
Police Superintendent's Report.
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T«W. Reese,
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anks of on
meeting lest 2ning The Counecil
a special repo: urnished, at its

y Police Superintenden

4

his references %

-

Dwyer wrote es follows:=-
ago I received the first complaint
anunym.us one) implying that immorality wes
carrled on by couples frequenting the river bank
at night. I had the ipleint ettended to, and
ats the river bank was patrolled by the
police, but no acts of indemency were observed.
fhe next comﬂ_uluv on tﬂe subject was made verbally
n.j muu. ago by the Rev. Mr. Cocksr.
he had witnessed an
indecency by & men and woman on the
river bank, not far from his residence. He alsc
complained at the same time that he had frequently
seen & man hanging about the river bau“ near his
house, and he uallcvea this man was acting the part
of bully for some of the women who used the river
bank for the purpose of prostitution. I had
special ettention given this compdaint end hed the
river bank patrolled by plain clothes constables,
detectives, sergeants and comstables in uniform,
and by the Senior Sergeant, and only on one cccesion
wes it found necessary to detain a coupla, & man and
e woman, for alleged indecency on the river bank
et night, but, after the czse was investigated at
the police station, the couple had to be allcwed to
go free, as the evidence sgainst them wes not con-
clugive enough to justify their detention. I wish
to mention too that mothing has since been secen of
] bully by either the tectives or the
hcugn they hade made search to find him.

I next received & letter
1917, informing me that the
received a complaint af
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dtreet, and asking me to give
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"attention. This, 1ight say, I have done ever since,
and I have even used the Matrons to patrol the river
bank at night, and th eports go to show that they
have seen nothing they could take exception to.

Every sergeent and constable doing night duty in the
city have for years past furnished me with a report,
&t the end of their fortnight's duty, on the state of
the city, especially on prostitutes end other undesir-
ables, that they may have seen along, or consorting
wWith others in any part of the city, especially the
river bank. With these reports, and other overwhelm-
ing evidence before me, I am compelled to say that the
complaint that the river bank was a cesspool of immor-
ality wes grossly exeggerated, and a libel on the good
neme and fame of the city.

"Peeping Toms."

quite possible that scts of indecency have been

ed on the river bank. I also believe it to L:E
ible for = man who adopts the role of "Peeping

1", end watches from behind a bush every couple who
may come aloeng, may be lucky enocugh to see something
to satisfy his morbid mind, and reward him for his
m®ins, There are now no known brothels in the city,
end I am justified in saying that Christchurch today
is singularly clean in this respect.

The 1llegitimacy statistics for the four cities of the

Dominion in 1917, published some days age, conclusively
show that Christchurch is the most morel city of the
lot.
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During the past fortnight, I have had the river banks
specielly patrolled by plain clothes police. Nume rous
couples were to be seen along the river bank, lying

about end sitting under the trees, sometimes in each
other's embrace, but nothing was seen that the narrowest-
minded person could take exception to. The sight of

the white frill of a petticoat is no proof that the
wearer was in the act of comuitting sin.%

The Report Endorsed.

Cr. E. J. Howard moved that the report be received, and
the Police thanked for it. He belisved the report to
be sbsolutely true. It had come as & surprise to him
to find that the Mayor had permitied the city do be
slandered at the last meeting. As a wan who had
"knocked ebout the world some™, he declared unhesitat-
ingly that Christchurch was one of the cleenest cities
in the world. Cr. Howard also chided public men who
defemed the city in which they lived, and paid a tribute
to the feirness of the Police.

@r. P. R. Climie seconded the motion. He thought the
stetements made gt the preceding meeting were grossly
exaggerated. He had lived in most cities in New
Zealand, and considered Christchurch the cleanest. An
unnecessary slur had been cast on the good name of the
city, and it behoved every public man to combat the
false statements which had been meds.

The Mayor said he stood by what he had seid beforse.

He had seen acts of immorality. n leaving the
Council Chambers after the previous meeting the
deputetion had patrolled the river bank, and in the
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Visit of the Prince of Wales to Christchurch.

For days before the Prince's visit to Christchurch extensive

preparations for according him Dya ytion were carried on,
prej &

bunting eand flags flying everywhere. People flocked to the city
from all parts, days be she even tels and accomodation
houses wers packed, end never before, or since, were s¢ meny
gathered together in Christchurch.

On the evening of his arrival the stireets the Railw
Station o the Christchurch Club (where the Prince was billeted )
were crowded with people, and so wes every position of vaniage.

The Police car, containing the Commissioner of Folice gnd
myself, led the van, and the best of order prevailed. The people
of Christchurch did everything to make the Prince's stay in Christ-
church a pleasant one. A Race Meeting was promoted for his pheasure,
end he fully enjoyed the racing - in fact, he started

made frisnds with the Prince's chief body-guard,
Inspecter Clerkson, end on Hace Dwy we had e few investiments
end at the end of the day we showed a profit.

The morning that the Prince left Christchurch the seme crowds
were present. The Railway Station was crowded, notwithstending the
fact that only privileged people were allowed on. About ten minutes
after the Prince's arrival at the Railway Stetion, he sent for me,
and wermly shook my hand, and congratulated me on the police arrange-
ments, and the order and comfort prevailing during his stay. He
geid he would have liked to have remained a few' days longer in
Christchurch as it reminded him more of the Home Lend than eny place

As the Royal Train was about depart, the Prince

agein sent for me, end, while standing on the carriage platform, he
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handed me & small bluish case and said, "Take this as a wemento of
Christchurch." He again warmly shook my hand end said,
{

avery luck.' The people around were astounded et the

honour hs showed me.




Andrew Burns, then reporter, wes sl1 the time &n eye wit-

ness, end was the first person to see the Pi it was presen

to me, and it wes he who wrote the follow
8th May, 1920:

"The happiest man in Christchurch es the
steemed out was Superintendent Dwyer, of the Chris
church Police. He was left standing with a little
narrow case which the Prince pressed into his hand
with & hearty handshake as the trein was actually
moving. Mr. Dwyer hastened to open the case end
found that it contained a gold tie pin. The head
wes oval end the edge of milled gold, while the
centre was of red semi-transparent enamel with
white: Prince of Weles festhers let into the enamel
end the scroll with the motto in green enemel. The
gift was a beautiful memento, and it w=s rendered
in recognition of the excellent work of the police
in Christchurch-. Prav10ualy, on tﬂb reilway plet-
form, the Prince had shaken hands with Mr. Dwyer
and con-:&tula,ed him on the traffic and other
arrangements. On entering his carrisge the Prince
sent for Mr. Dwyer, who was actu uelly the last man to

say goodbye."

low comes the near approach of my re tirement, and the
crowaing event in my police career.

The 30th of June wes the day when I was to retire on
8ix months' leave on full pay, and return to private life on the
1st January, 1922, after 43 years' service.

My Final Perade of the Canterbury

The following copy of mewspaper cutting
account of that event:-=-

"After forty-three years' service in the Police
Force of the Dominion, Superintendent John Dwyer
relinquished his office ys e8terday as head of the
Canterbury Folice Division. He enters today on
S_A months' leave of absence, et the end of which

will retire, at the age of sixty-five, in
acro.l-rge with the reguletions. He intends o
reside in Christchurch, but he will probably go
abroad for = hulid&y in the s;r1n¢ﬁxﬁu- it is
intended to mark his sixteen years' service in
Christchurch by & public testimonial and present-
ation.

Final Ferade.

-

upsrintendent Dwyer attended his last Perade
yesterday afternoon, when of ficers end men from
parts of the city and suburbs assembled in
he police yard, end were addressed by their
chief. 'This mlll be the lLJ, occasion, !
said Superintendent gﬁber, ‘on which it wil) be
my privilege to supervise your monthly parsade.
I would like to say a few words before hgnding

over the control of the division to Superinte; \dent
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