
nl •

,

~ ixmone •

the sum of £3; 59/16

ole 0 t

·urder .

T e car con a ined John

s carryi

Coast

ett· b a ay witn t e

... he aymas te I'

ut t e s blance of a c:ue be in 0 teined by the police.

'fuen the ca r r eached Ranunga , so~e six miles out of

i

y.

There 18.5 eloven times more m-ne y sent in Ch Ls t chur ch

Ir ball , the murde I'

this , a can in ambus 0 ened f i r e, killin Coulthard ana fata lly ~oun'-

Cc uLt ha rd , driver of car , '7il1 iam Hall , aymaster , and Isaa c Ja e ,

On the morning of the 9th No vember , 1 17 , a otor car left

Since my arrival in hristchur h , t.h i.s as the first case to

the amount of mOBBy spent in Christchurch in ccnne ct i.cn t. ere ri.th ,

ho , he aa Id ,
fu't.e

t th
..el every

The next great t: inc, to happen wa t e Il'/orl .1 1' '' but it as

f t er arr iv ing in Chr i s t churc h, my f irst ~ork rs to pay t.e

- - - ----- --

I n Auc. 18n the s t~ike cost £38 ,000 a d in ~ellington £34 ,000 .

rece ive r. 'r .
·0 b re e t -

e e.rtat fare' ell
to Sup inten ent 'J r . Conve ID con rat
ulations to him u on pro otion , d beot -is e
for a successfu~areer , but free fro a I' pat
it ion of the re cent anxiety .

ASdi~tBnt t naster .

•• p cen of any importance t t I as mixed up in .

no art'. t hese notes .

mine 1'5 '

days ela .se

than was spent in Dunedin (£2 ,000 in Dunedin - £22 , 0 in Chr' ~tc u c ).

by t e Police , and hen ce the mone sent like ateI'.

Greymout for "J ames " 30ve nu nt Coal Lne ,

For saving thousands f or the Government as I id , I got formal thunk

Grej out, , t h re ;as an obstruction across th road and , vh Ll,e re ovin

accounts i ncur r ed in connection i t h the strike , nd I 'as amazed et

where the.'e as no tr ub Le of n... in , a d not one c cces Lon f I' an

arrest .

I n Chris t church the affair as controlled y a .ilihry me Ins t eau of
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Superintendent Dwyer, of Canterbury.

------------
Superintendent Dwyer has just been appointed to
succeed Superintendent Kiely in charge of the
Canterbury Police District.



man has c oe from the Coast where t at aVful murder t ook place ,

rUst -

s seCl a

street, they

etecti Tf:~

3uspect returned to the

I placed t e matter in t

cious I' l l r ing up the Super-

bbo t to IDeAe . ediate in uiries .

I sent t'l

Later in the d Y I received another

He S otted suspect in Lichf i eld

The suspect sli pe: out of the

all outle t fro .... the Coast to

e Detectiv s re aine outside the

suspect c ...e out on tt

On the morning of tle 15th I received a :ire from

took h' al ng t t e et ctive ff ice in a tax i .

She said , I ihat nonsense , i n't he travell ing with

Besides this , I

r.O 'Brien , anting to use the safe, had to re ove the

of etectives ~o n lly an

- 68 -
In the me ntime, the Gove nme.t 0 fere a re rd of £5 0

ra t c.•ed h' . all the time .

or he a r e -t ... f t le 0 •

h0~el ; t~ in , a

3tree t , but did nothing but ,atch him.

intendent . "

hotel , carryi g the case , ! ic , by the lay , contai ed 11 the

ire from the Inspector saying that .'C hon as intimate 'it a bar-

organ C'Brien. That evening an impo tant thing ha pene d , The

and as the case is heavy and su

ac c sted him

Tle Detectives ne got on the scent , a d r . O'brien

office, etective Gonlelly noticed suspe ct fumbling it the little

I have often thouGht how near r , 'brien 'lent to gaining

s cour ed t hat part of the to m .

hotel and had tea ,ith .is s c ahon (barmaid) , and r . ' Br ie n

hen

stolen money , i t hout bei g noticed .

milking machinery parts , and the case contains these parts ,"

most part of the £5 o. re rd.

The sus e ct as then carrying a small cas e , and , when seated in the

sa l e.

cas e, and f inding it rather heavy , r emar ce d to r-s , 0 'Brien "This

and this he took into t ..e office , and placed it up auainst the

Ins ec or Cruic.shank of reymouth s ying that the movements of a man

c ir cn we t.ched ,

su s ct arrived et the hotel , ccrrying a large travelling case,

maid of that name in Christc urc •

giving his name as .!cMahon ere suspici us , and it 185 supposed that

he as making for Christchurch .

They le cated t · b~rmaid at teEm ire Hotel , then kept by r .

offender.

... f pelice to assl_t tl 1 c~l oe to scour the countryside f r the



at once sent a De te ct i ve to s: epherd t e barmaid, and, if she tried

the bag, the Detect've grabbed him and seized a re olver t 'at he hel •

I

the

en t e t 10

ector Cruic -

he rest uas

of

I came in for many

In searching the case,

Detec~ive ~ 3 n ' t so quick,Ut

n the ba
in Christchurch.

It <LS clear that e had t e right man.

The prisoner' name was proved to be ";iilliam

Blocks of 5. an £1. notes as ' ~n t'ey 1 t the

s fully loaded.

11 ged Immorality
River von

There as great jubilation over the arrest of the

I etained the barmaid as an accomplice but, on full

He was sentenced to deat for the u der 0 Coulthard

It fell to my lot, 7i h t e assista ce 0

suspect mig t ..ave shot the pair of them.

numbers identifiab e.

printer.

to leave the hotel, to bring her to the ~tation.

The revelver

a great s i t.

For over t ,0 yeqrs, t e Council of Churches ~ rete and com-

- e then 'ayor ( r. H. Holland) as in ( ct i ve sympathy 'ith

investigation, I let her 0, as the evidence ' i d not :arrant her

off nder, both in Christchurch and the est Coast, as it as real-

case that he had opene , and as he 'as ith ra in g his hands fro

the contents of the case as displayed in t.e Detective Office it was

ann thero found the case it the hole of the stolel. money. hen

Hotel, ar~ took the barmaid to her 10 gi ngs in 1 ucester treet East,

Detectives had su pect placed in t 'e cell t J returned to t e' ire

rt of It eep g Tom.1t

the Detective fO~1d it contained a bloc of 100 ne One ound Totes,

is d that e ha secured a dan erous criminal.

de t er.tLcn ,

congratulations.

divided amongst those ho er entitled to partici ate in t e

shar...k , to allot the £5 • re var-d !fered 'by t e ove rnmen t ,

Eggers."

etc. d as hange in the Lyttelto Gaol.

rewar4, in accordance wit the service they rendere •

pluined about the immoral conduct on the river banks, and kept up

Detectives Connelly and bbott eac. got £1 5.

an incessant agitation for more lights on the river ban s.

the Counc il of Churches, in fact, was one of those who acted the



s to or lity on the river b n s ceased, nd there has no~ been

Previous Com laint •

a c u: lai.t since.

a

report in full,

fte my re ort

The foIl 'in ne s aper extract gives

I next received a letter from you on .ebruary 22nd,
1917, inforning me bha t t e Reserves o...mittee had
received a complaint of immoral conduct on the river
bank, especially ne~r the 01 fire station in Chester
treet, and asking n~ to give the matter' ediate

Clean City.
Slanders refuted.

The iver Banks uestion.
Police Superintendent's Re ort.

T e allegations ma e at the City Council' ...eetin a
fortnight ago, by the Rev. J. J. Ior th , the ev , J.
Cocker, and 'I'. • .•• ees ,as de uta t Lon fro. t
Council of ehurc a, ith re ard to the c n uct of
peop.le on the ba ks of the von , were refuted at the
City Council's meeting last evening. The Council
ha before it a special report furnished, at its
re ue t, by Police Superintendent J. Dwyer, ho as
blunt in his references to the allegations.

Frequent Patrols.

Superintendent Dwyer ~rote as follows:--
Just t 0 years ago I received the first complaint
(an anpnymous one) implying that Unmorality w s
carried on by couples fre uenting the river bank
at night. I had the complaint attended to, and
for nig ts the river bank 'as patrolled by the
police, but no acts of indenency ere observed.
The next 00 plaint on the subject ~as made verbally
to me some t.enty m n hs ago by the Rev. • Cocker.
That gentl man complained that he ha i~nes ed an
act of gross indecency by a man a d "oman on the
river bank, not far from his residence. He also
cc plained at the S8..1.e time that he h rre uently
seen a man hanging bout the river ban near his
house, and he believed t. is man as acting the part
of bully for some of the omen who u ed the river
bank for the pur.ose of prostitution. I had
s ecial attention given this complaint an had the
river bank patrolled by plain clothes constables,
detectives, ser eants d constables in uniform,
and by the 3enior ~erbeant, ar~ only on one occasion
vms it found necessary to de:ain a couple, e. man and
a woman, for alleged indecency on the river bank
at night, but, after the case was investigated at
the police station, the couple had to be al.Lo: ed to
go free, as the evidence gainst them 'es not con
clusive enough to justify their detention. I 7ish
to mention too that nothing has since been seen of
the alleged bully by either the detectives or the
police, although they ha e m~de search to find him.

(Copy of newspa er extract):-

reac , and aft r the ubI "cation of these rocee Lng ,co Laints

and ~hat folIo ed t the Council's meetin •



Peeping Toms. 1l

The illegitimacy statistics for t e f ur cities of the
Dominion in 1917, publi~oed sooe days ago, conclusively

hew that Christchurch is the most mo al city of the
lot.

T e "ayor said he stood by hat he had s id before.
He had seen acts of imnorality. On leaving the
Co unc11 C bers a fter the revious me e tin the
de utation had patrolled the river bank, and in the

I have done ev since,
to trol the river
go to s 0 tn t t ey

ta e excej.t Ion to.

dol'S d.The R ort

- 11 -

"attention. T', I might say,
and I have ev n u ed the atrons
bank at n i ht, d their reports
have seen n thing t at t ey c ul

Cr. E. J. Howard moved th t the report be received, and
the Police thanked for it. He believed the report to
be absolutely tru. It had come as a surprise to him
to find that the !:ayor had permitted the city to be
slandered at the last meeting. s a man !ho had
"knocked about the orld some", he declared unhesitat
ingly that Christchurch was one of the cleanest cities
in the world. Cr. Howard also chided public men ha
defamed the city in which they lived, and paid a tribute
to the fairness of the Pal ice •

It ':'6 quite pos s Ible that acts of indecency have been
itnessed on the river bank. I also believe it to ee

possible for a man ho adopts the role of "Peeping
Tom", and atches from behind a bush every couple who
may come along, may be lucky enough to see something
to satisfy his morbid mind , and re ard him for his
pains. There are no no kno.n brothels in the city,
and I am justified in saying t at hri tchurch today
is singularly clea! in this respect.

Eve y sergeant an constable do Lng ni t duty in t e
cit ve for year past furni aed me ;ith a report,
at the end of their fortnight's duty, on the state of
the city, especially on pr stitutes and ot er undesir
ables, that they may have seen alon , or consorting
ith others in any part of the city, especially the

river bank. ith t ese reports, and other overwhelm
ing evidence before me, I am compelled to sa y tnat the
complaint that the river bank was a cesspool of im: or
ality was grossly exaggerated, and a libel on the ood
name and fame of the city.

During the past f rtnight, I have had t e river banks
specially patrolled by pl in clot e s police. une o us
cc uples were to be seen along thEl river bank, lying
about and sitting under toe trees, sometimes in each
other's embrace, but nothing was seen that t e narr ~est
minded person could taKe exception to. The sight of
the white frill of a petticoat is no proof that the
wearer as in the act of co .1 it t i.ng sin.

• P. R. Climie seconded the mot ion. He thought the
statements made .t the preceding meeting ere grossly
exaggerated. He had lived in most ci ies in Te
Zealand, and considered Christ church t.e cleanest. An
unnecessary slur had been cast on the good name of the
city, and it behaved every public man to combat the
false statements which had been made.



Cr. Ho ardt~ oti"n r~s carrie ."

Visit of the Prince 0 . ales to Christchurc •

For days before the rince's visit to Chr-Is t c urch exten ive

preparations for according him a royal reception were carried on,

bunting and flags flying everywhere. People flocked to the city

from all parts, days before the event. Hotels and accomodation

houses ere packed, and never before, or since, 'ere so many people

gathered together in Chr-Ls t chur ch ,

On the evenin of his arrivel the streets fro the Rail ay

Station to the Christ church Club ( here the rince w s billeted

ere crowded 'ith people, and so vas every position of vanta e.

The Police car, containing the Commissioner of olice .Dd

myself, led the van, and the be at of order reva Ll.e d . The people

of Ohri.s t chur ch did everything to make the Prince's stay in Christ-

church a pleasant one. Race 'eeting ras promoted for hi pleasure,

and he fully enjoyed the racing - in fact, he started two races.

I ma e fr~ends with the Prince's c ief body-guard, ~etective

Inspector ~l~rkson, and on Kace Day e had a fe investments together,

and at the end of the day we showed a profit.

The morning that the Prince left Christchurch the same cro ds

were present. The Rail ay Station as crowded, not ithstending the

fact that only privileged people were allo 'ed on. About ten minutes

after the Prince's arrival at the Railway Station, he sent for me,

and _~ly shook my hand, and congratulated me on the police arrange

ments, and the order and comfort prevailing during his stay. He

said he would have liked to have re ained a few days longer in

Christchurch as it reminded h' more of the Ho e Land than any place

he had seen. As the Royal Train was about to depart, th rinca

aga ir sent for me, and, rhile standing on the carriage latform, he

anded me a s all bluish case and said, Take this as a memento of

"very places indicated by it d seen acts of' or~lity.

- 72 -

He again warmly shook my han and said,

he people around ere astounded at the

my visit to Christchurch.

"I ish you every luck."

honour he showed me.
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account of that event:--

The 30th of June was the day when I was to retire on

s presented

a rads ,Final

-----------

Su erintendent Dyer attended his last P&rade
yesterday afternoon, hen officers and men from
all parts ot LIe city and suburbs assembled in
the police yard, and were addressed by their
chief. 'This ill be the I st occasion, '
said Superintendent IYer, 'on hich it il be
my privilege to supervise your monthly parade.
I ould like to say a fe words before hqnding
over the control of the division to Superintende~~

.. fter forty-three years' service in t e Police
Force of the Jominion, Su erin endent John Dwyer
relinquished his office yesterday as head of the
Canterbury olice Divis ion. He enters t oday on
sL~ months' leave of absence, at the end of 'hich
he ill retire, at the age of sixty-five, in
accordance 1Jit 'J the regulat ions. He intends to
reside in Christchurch, but he ill probably go
abroud for ~ holiday in the springtime. It i
intended to mark his sixteen years' service in
Chri.s t chur ch by a public testimonial an present
ation.

"The happiest man in hristchurc as the Royal train
steamed out !as uperintendent Dwyer, of the Christ
church Police. He was left standing ith a little
narrow case which the Prince pressed into his hand
rith a hearty handshake as the tra in was actually

moving. Mr. Dwyer hastened to open the case and
found that it contained a gold tie pin. he head
8S oval and the edge of milled gold, vhile the

centre was of red semi-transparent enwnel with
whita rince of Vales feethers let into the enamel
and the scroll it the motto in green enamel. The
gift "E\S a beautiful meme to, and it vas rendered
in recognition of the excellent ork of the police
in ChrLs t chur ch- reviously, on the reil ay pl.et>
form, the Prince had. sha ken ha ds it 'r. Dwye
and congratulated him on the traffic and ot er
a r rangemen t s , On enter ing his carriage the rince
sent for r. er, ho as actually the l&st man to
say goodbye.

Now comes the near approach of my retir ment, and the

y Final Parade of the Canterbury Police.

The folIo ing copy of ne spaper cutting gives a fair

r. Andrew Burns, then reporter, es all the time an eye it-

cro ning event in my police career.

18th ~ay, 1920:

1st January, 1922, after 43 years' service.

to me, and it as he ho wrote the f oLl,o ing "locelll:-

six months' leave on full pay, and return to private life on the

ness, and as the first person t see the Pin after it
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