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OFFICIAL CAKEER OF

JOHN DWYER
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SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE
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I heve written these no

The incidents are written frem memery, with the aid of
a few newspeper extracts. I mever kept a dlary. I was & faire

1y quick observer in my time, and had the kneck of storing away

Although I have pessed my T6th year, I can still remember

than things thet

things thet heppened 50 years ago, better even
happened only 10 years &8go.
The morning of my Police career was rough and execting,

but as the evening drew near, end as I advanced in the Service
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I had a good and interesting time of « I retired from the

Police with a satisfied conscience. I alweys tried to be fair,
end if I could not do & man & good turn, I mever went out ol my
wey to do him & bad one.
Whatever little popularity I may have atiesined during my
43 years® service, I put down to the fact that I always mingled

with the peorle.
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Born he townlend of Shrone, in the parish of Listowsl

v Qc 3 3 - 3 e k2
County Kerry, on the 1lst January, 1857 - educeted et Coolard Nat

al Schocl. This school was e quarter of a mile from Gunsborou
s ’ g ot P 1 E - T T 2
Villa, where Lord Kitchener was born. I left home in 1878, an

ceme to New Zealand in the Sailing Ship "City of Aucklend". ©

reaching New Zealand, I had the misfortuns to be wrecked on the

most of their belongings. I had the
generous aunt living at Fatea, and she wired me £20. to the

gcene of the wreck, This sum, with what I had on me, made me
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qgite Iindspendsnt. I was the fifth member of my family to leave
Home and seek & living in e foreign lend. Driven from the land
~ 13 v+ h T2 1 T hano 1 ,,f athe o o t 3 .t evid +v o 3 =
el our Dirtia, Jlixe toousandas o otners, Oy 1U8 unjus &nd Lyrranic

al lews.

I went f£rom the scene cof the wreck to Napier, and after a
few days there I got work on a stetion at Weipukersu, et 25/-

week and found. In those deys, the workers had to put up with
any old thing. After making & few pounds, I went to Napisr,
and, coming from church on g Sunday night, I was introduced to
Uz jor Skully, them Inspecter of Feolice. He invited my friend

and myself to his house, znd we put in an hour there. A few
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eys after this, I met the Inspector agesin, end he invited me t

his;office, and after so
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ing the Police, and pointed out the prospects there were in the
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Fforce for a steady, level-headed young man, and he thought, by
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what he saw of me, that I should fill the bill. I wrote out &

application thers and thep,and three days thereafter, I was wire

"ount Cook™ Berracks
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for tc proceed to Wellington. I entere
after passing the medicel and other exsminations. After putti
in a couple of months' training, I wes drafted to Dunedin, and
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he 19th December, 1878, I made my debut as a peliceman in that

city. Dunsdin was then the leading city in New Zealand. 3ir
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Julius Vogel (Prime Minister ) had spent slmest all of a 210,000,000
loan in Otago, and things were then booming. There ware 85 licensed
hotels, besides six bottle liceuse stores, within the city, end at
this time, there were over a thousand emigrants arriving in Port
Chalmeres monthly.

Dunedin was a hot shop then. There wgs & part of the city czlled
the "Devil's Half Acre " (The Chinese and Assyrien quarters) and there
were two constables stationed there night and day to preserve order.
THere was more life to be seen in the streets at 2 a.m. then, than
there is at 11 p.m. today. In the early hours of any morning, the
wail of “German Charley" could be heard &s he expounded on the merits
of his condiments "Savelcys hot, all hot, stesming hot = four legs of
mutton for sixpencey all meat and no bones (Sheep Trotters) ."

New Year®s Eve was the most disorderly night of the year, and
New Yecr's Eve of 'T8 was the rowdiest on record. The Corporation
put out 1its lamps at 2 a.m. leeving the city in darkness. The rough
element came to light, and for two hours, or more, made things hum,
pulling down fences, gates and shutters, and smashing windows. A
companion and I weme sent to protect £ trio of houses in Stuart Street.
My compenion was knocked out with a blow of a stone, and had to be
teken to hospital. I was well beptized but escaped serious injury.

There were 25 arrests made during the night.

My .First Important Arrest.

A young men, named Jim White, & member of & well-known criminal
family, was wented for bresking and entering and theft. The detectives
reported thet he had gone to Auckland, but instead, he was in hiding in
Dunedin. At 1 a.m. on a Sundey morning, sn errest was mede by the
police, end on the way to the lock-up, they were beset by over one
hundred hooligeans. The police had to take the prisoner through the
Royal Arcade to Maclaggen Street, where the Police Station then was.

I joined in, but kept behind the crowd to see’' if any stones were throwm,
or damage coomitted. The police delivered their prisoner safely, and
the crowd hung round the mouth of the Arcade within view of the Police

Station. I mixed with the crowd, end I spotted ¢ men well muffled up.
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I got & glimpse of his face in the light, end T saw & resemblance to
his well-known sister "Sal White". I thought for a while, and then,
seeing & cabman whom I knew, I spoke to him, and asked him who the

man across the way, well muf fled up, wes, and he said "Jim White" =~

"I was only spesking to him a few minutes ago. Just to suit my
purpose, White moved closer to the footpath. I watched my oppor-
tunity, and grabbed him by his shoulders eand iﬁshed him on to the
middle of the street before he knew where he :aa. The crowd realised
the position and then they gzshed at me to rescue White, but, before
they reached me, the police appeared at the door of the Police Statiom,
end a yell from me brought them flying to my assistsnce. The crowd
wes kept at bay, enabling me to deliver my prisoner safely. I made

a report of the affair, colouring the facts as well &s I could, end
thet night my report was read on parade by the Inspecter, who commented
and preised the action of the young constable, and pointed out what
could be done when the men had the will and the way. Three days after
this I was promoted & second class Consteble. This gave me my first
step on the ladder. There were classes in all brenches of the Ser-

vice then.

The Result of & Dream.

My next case occurred very soon after the one related above.

ne morning, when on duty in Princes Street, I was hailed by the
peoprietor of the “0ld Times"™ Restaurant, and told that a2 theft had
been committed in the Restaurant during the night. I investigeted
the complaint. It was this; two boarders cccupled the same room.
One hed £9. in his possession when he retired to his bed, but when
he got up to dress he found his money was gone. The other occupant
of the room denied all knowledge of the matter, and there the affair
stood. Next morning, when pessing the Restaurant, the proprietor
gcoosted me and s=id his housemeid wished to see me, and she would
not tell him what she wanted me for. I saw the housemaid, and she
whispered me aside, and scid she wanted to tell me about & dream she

had the previous night. She said she dreamt that the money was
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planted by the suspect, Lembert, (an ex-jockey with a record) in
soge part of his bed. She would not tell the proprietor in case
the dream would not come true. I went with her to the room, and
exemined every part of the bed and bed-clothes. I noticed &
newly made slit in the mattress, sewn over with coarse black thread.
I undid & portion of the sewing so that I could put in my hand and
feel about for the plant. I found it in my firet attempt. The 29.
was intact. In looking round the room, I noticed a skein of black
thread hanging on a nail near suspect's bed. I compared this with
that used in the mettress, and they were exactly the same. I got
the girl to make up the bed in the usual way, and then told her to
bring the proprietor. I told him what the girl wanted me for, and
tcld him to bring the suspect from the billiard room, where he was
employed. When he arrived in the room, I Wwas having a loock round,
end when I ceme to the skein of thread I took it in my hand, and
was examining it, when he ssid "That is mine."™ I then took the
bed to pieces, end when I came to the matiress, I opened up the
glit with my knife, and took out the money, and then compared the
used thread with the skein, and found them to be exactly the same.
I then turned to the accused, eand said, "You are under errest."
He seid, "I took the money, and I'1l plead guilty."

Of fender wes committed for trial at the Supreme Court, and
received 18 months' imprisonment.

A few months after this, I wes trensferred (temporarily)
to Port Chalmers, and the Sergeant (Hanlon) kept me there for
over six months, and then I had to battle to get eway. The
principal work there was arresting and separating drunken ssilors.
I have seen, at onghime, es many as 24 prisoners in the cells.
That number would not be arrested in one year nmow. It was a
common thing then to see ten sailing ships in the harbour at cne
time.

The follewing incident happened while I was at Fort Chalmers:=-
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A Chinamen's Hoard.

One afternocn as I was on duty, & man rode up to the Police
Station. DBoth horse and man seemed eall but exhausted. The man
asked for the Sergeant, end I told him that he wes away at Portobelle.
He said he had ridden from St. Bathans, and this his mount was the
third horse used in the jourmey. He was after three Chinamen, who
left S5t. Bathens some days previcusly, without paying him large sums
of money which they owed him for store suppliew and rent of his water
raece, and that he suspected that they would be leaving for Sydney by
the 8.5."Wekatipu™ about to seil. He begged of me to go with him to
the ship, end said if he could see them he might be able to get some
of his money. I had compassion for the men, and I went with him to
the ship. I knew the officers, and &s we got on board I met the
Second Cfficer, and asked him if there were any Chinamen on board.
He said there were & few, and took us down to an apartment in the
Steerage, where there were about thirty returning shearers, as rough
a crowd as one could see. A number of them were playing cards.
There were no Chinamen about. In the room wes & wide bench, and a
number of swags were piled on top of each other. I spotted a leg
sticking out beneath ode of the swags, end on investigating I found
two Chinamen hiding there. I got them out, and they were two of
Mr. McConzchie's debtors. One of the men playing cerds spoke out
and told the Chinamen not to be afraid as the policeman could not
touch him. I told the fellow not to interfere, as he might find
himself in trouble for obstructing the police in the execution of
their duty’ The Ship's Officer showed us into a room upstairs.

Cne of the Chinemen said he would pay the store~keeper what he owed
him, £180. He took off a belt that went four times round his
waist, and took out 180 sovereigns, and the lot was conteined in
half one round of the belt. The second chinamen, who owed £40.,
had nothing on him, end the third Chinaman, who owed £80., could
not be founrd. Mr. McConachie was profuse in his thanks to me,
as, without my presence, he would not have recovered a farthing.

When he went to Dunedin he gave an account of the affair to a

reporter, and stressed the influence the presence of the uniform
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hed on Chinamen.

I wes transferred back to Dunedin and, after putting in about
six months plein clothes work,Il wes transferred to North Dunedin
Stetion. At that time the City wes divided into two sections. North
Dunedin had its quote of police, a Sergeent in charge, two seciional

Sergeants, and nine Constables.

The Cumberlend Street Fire.

On the 1st July, 1882, the disastrous fire, known as the Cum-
berland Street fire, occurred. I was on duty at the corner of St.
David and Great King Streets, when I noticed a smell jet of smoke
that I watched for a few seconds, end,as it increased in volume, I
thought it might be a fire, so I ran across the old Caledonian Grounds
to Dundes Street, when I sew clearly that it was a fire. The police
were then provided with rattles and when these were sprung they almost
caused the dead to rise. I sprang my rattle, and made for the burn=
ing building - a large two-storey one. The iron gate leading to the
house wes barred, end I had to use all my stremgth to force it. I
ren, and with the full force of my strength and weight sent the heavy
ceken door sprawling. The passages were then full of smoke, and,
when going up the stairs, I had to stuff my handkerchisf in my mouth.
At the landing at the top of the steirs I found Mrs. Kitchener, and
e child in her erms, both on fire. I took one on each arm, and
rushed downsteirs to the lawn, end rolled them in the damp gress,
end put out the fire, and then handed them over to a Miss Robinson
who had just errived on the scene. I sgein entered the burning
building and mede upsteirs, but a sudden rush of flame sent me
back. I got my hair singed, and my coat caught fire. I became
stupefied with smoke, and was rescued just in time by 2 fellow con-
steble who had then arrived, and who was told by Miss Robinson that
I was in the burning building. My comrade helped me out, and in
the fresh efr I soon revived. At that moment there was a scream
from one of the top windows. My companion and I took off our
great-coats, held them together and told the three young men at

the window to jump on to the coats, one by ome, and their fall

would be broken, end this they did, and all landed without a
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geratch. They were the two young Kitcheners and a Mr. Ash, a Univer-
sity student. While adjusting the young fellows, Captain Kitchener,

thout warning, threw himself out of one of the ftop windows, and
came & terrible thud on the asphalt below. I have never forgotten
that sight, the poor fellow's night clothes were burnt about him.
He was removed to the nearest hotel for medical attention, but died
there four days after, a raving maniac. Two lovely girls and a
child of four perished in the flames. The child I rescued died 21
days after the fire from its burns. Mrs. Kitchener recovered, but
elways bore merks of the burns. On the occesion, the Fire Brigade
was very slow in getting to the fire. At that time, the fire alarm
system was crude to a degree. An old tower in Dowling Street, where
a2 night watchmen took up his post, and when he saw & fire he rang
the bell, and the Brigade turmed out. Sometimes the fire was half
through before the watchmen saw it.

After the fire, the Department promoted me to lst Class Con-
stable, and gave me a monetary reward of £10. At this time, there
were clesses in all brenches of the Service, but these were abolished
in 1898 by the "Tunbridge Police Commission."

The @ity Council took the matter up, as the Royal Humane
Society was not then in existence. I wes presented with a Silver
Medel for valour. The presentation wes made in the Town Hall, and
the following is a copy of the newspaper report:=-

"At the fortnightly meeting of the City Council last
night, a letter was read from Kr. T. K. Weldon,
Inspector of Police, stating thet the Commissioner

of Constabulary had approved of Constable John Dwyer
receiving the medal which the City Council desired to
present to him for his services connected with the
fire at the late Captain Kitchener's residence.

The Meyor said the Council would remember it had been
unanimously decided to present & medasl to Consteble
Dwyer for the bravery he displayed at the late fire in
Cumberlend Street, but before making the presentation,
it was necessary to obtain the sanction of the Commiss~

ioner of Folice, which had now been given.

Constable Dwyer, who had been invited to attend the
Council meeting, was then presented with the medal by
His Worship, who, in doing so, said - Consteble Dwyer,

I have very pich pleasure on behalf of the City Council,
representing the citizen® of Dunedin, in presenting you
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"this medel for valour you displayed in the disastrous
fire which occurred in Cumberland Street in July last.
Though a very handsome testimonisl, its money value 1is
not very great. I trust you will receive it in the
spirit in which it is given, not as a pecuniary reward
for the very great services you rendered in saving lives,
but 28 & merk of esteem and respect for the braye deeds you
performed in risking your own life in order to save those
of others. I believe I am but spesking the hope of every
! resident of the community when I express the wish thet you
maey live long to wear it, and to enjoy the satisfaction of
knowing that you have earned the respect and admiration of
your fellow citizens.(Applause).

Consteble Dwyer, in responding, said he felt highly honoured
in being the reecipient of the handsome present as & mark
of appreciation of the services he had given at the fire
referred to. The only matter he regretted in comnection
with the occcurrence was that he had not arrived earlier at
the scene of the fire, as he might then have been able to
leve saved some who perished in the flames. There was

no necessity for him to go into the circumsiances, which
he knew must be fresh in the memory of everyone in the
city. He thanked the Council for having considered his
services of such a nature as to be deserving of the medal.
(Applause.)

The medal is of silver, and is in the form of a Maltese
Cross, with five bars. A circle surrounding the ecrcss
hes the words "The Meyor end City Council of Dunedin,
New Zezland." On one of the bers ere the words, "For
Velour", and in the centre of the cross is the name of
the recipient, with the date.™

Captein Kitchener mentioned herein wes an uncle of Lord

Kitchener.

The following is a copy of a letter which I received
&
from ¥r. Ash (mentioned herein) accompenying the letter was a

Diamond Scarf Fin. Mr. Ash is now a clergymen in Hobart.
I received other letters at the time, but I did not hang

on to them.

Dunedin, Sept.30th, 1882.

My Deer Sir,

I have always intended to convey to you in some tangible
menner my thanks for the service you rendered me on the occasion
of the recent fire at Captain Kitchener's. Had it not been for
you, I em satisfied I should in all probability have sustained
serious injury. Permit me, therefore, to hand you the accompany=-
ing breast-pin, not a veluable one, I must say, for my means are
limited, as & memento of the occesion. The recollection of the

i fire will always be attended with feelings of sadness, but, as
far es you are concerned, you have the grest satisfaction of know-
ing that you were the meens of doing much good, and probably of
saving 1ife, and that you did all that was in your power to
prevent the misfortune - then which no man could have done more.

With best wishes for your success in life, and in your
profession.

Yours faithfully,
(Signed) W. H. Ash.
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About & fortnight efter the fire the Inspector of Folice sent
for me. Mr. Hackworth, Collector of Customs, wes in his office.
A The latter said to me, "There is a vacancy in my department, and I
offer it to you if you care to accept it." I thanked him, and said
# my intentions were to leave the Police at the end of the year, and go

to America, and join my friends. Very soon after this, something

happened that completely quenched my intentions of going to America.

In Januery, 1885, a new Police District was created, with head-
quarters at Cemaru, under the charge of Inspector Andrew Thompson.
The Inspector (Weldom) sent for me and asked me if I would teke the
clerkship to Thompson, and, as he was a hard men to get on with, he
would give me & week to consider the matter. I accepted, and on
Februery 19th I took up my new duties. Nothing worthy of note
happened until the 4th May, 1886, when I lost my status of batchelor-
hood .

The Smoked Fish Case.

A year pessed, and the first case worth noting that I was

concerned in occurred.

Cn a Saturday afternoon, I received a telephons message from
the Railwey Stetion from the Detective (0'Briem), telling me that
there was a pile of stuff dumped off the express train, now on the

4 platform. It was labelled "Smoked Fish" and was addressed to
"Christison", barber - that he dared not go mear it, but he thought
it was smuggled stuff. An expressman named Bree, he said, was
starting to load it, and that I should go end see what became of it.
I went to Christison's shop, and sat down for & hsir-cut end shave.
Christison was by himself, and,before he was finished with me, Bree
arrived with the first load of the stuff, and Christison directed
him where to put it. I tarried, until I thought Bree would be
returning with the second load. I then went and had a look at the
stuff. I said to Christison "And what is all this stuff?!™ He waid,
"Canary Seed = you know I own & lot of canaries, and I share with
the Grants." I said, "I'll have a look 2t it," and I cut the string
of one of the bags, and out fell a box of Juno Tobacco , three-querters

of & cwt. I said, "This is smuggled tobacco, and I'll teke possess-

fon of it."™ He received such a shock that he fell into one of

3
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the chairs, end when he recovered he said "I am ruined". Bree, with
the Detective following, arrived with the second load. I told the
Detective that everything was in order and that Christison admitted
ownership, the important point in the case. All the stuff was then
removed to the Police Statien.

Christison, De Witt (Steward of the 5.5."Ruapehu”) and 2
boatmen named McCormack, of Port Chalmers, were duly charged with a
breach of the Customs Laws etc. and all pleaded guilty. Christison
and De Witt were each fined £100. and McCormack £25. The tobacco
was 80ld by public auction et Dunedin, end realized £500. The
Customs Department mwarded Detective 0'Brien £L00C., the Inspector
of Police £20. and £20. to me.

On the Tth July, 1887, I was promoted to 3rd class Sergeant.

The Footprint Casse.

The next cése of importence that I had to do with was known
as the "Footprint Case."

On the 19th April, 1887, a band of notoricus criminals visited
Camaru, and that night broke into several places, besides committing
sevaral petty thefts. Shortly after 8 o'clock the following morning,
Mr. Familton's (Grocer and Wine & Spirit Merchant) shopman, came to
the Station end reported that the shop was broken into during the
night, and a lot of stuff teken. I went with him to investigate
and the first thing that caught my eye was the clear impression of
a bare right foot on a new blotting pad on the office table. I
also found half a candle that was broken in two, also & pilsce of
rope with a noose in it. I took possession of these things, and
brought them to my office, and locked them up there, and returned
to the store. It wes found that 4 bottles of brandy, 4 hams,
about 24 1bs. of tobacco and some dozen tins of salmon were taken.
Access to the shop was gained through a sky-light. The thief was
barefooted, and his fodt would be moist from thse damp roof, and when
let down from the sky-light, he stepped on a shelf with an accumul-

ation of dust thereon, and then on to the blotting pad, leaving
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& clear impression of the right foot. Now to find the offenders.

I took a Constable with me and had a look round the town.
As we were going along the Main Strest we saw & men rounding the
corner of & side strest, and, a8 he saw us, he doubled back, and
we could see him over the fence running for his life. We followed,
but he had disappeared. A man working at the Gas Works pointed to
the adjacent timber yard, and we mede search and found our man hiding
under some timber, and as he could give no account of himself we
arrested him, end conveyed him to the Police Station. Cn searching
him, he was wearing no socks, I found on him half a cendle that
fitted exactly with the half I had found in Familton's shop. Ve
decided to have another look about the town so we separated, I
going North and the Constable going South. After looking into

\ several of the hotels, I looked into the bar of the Imperial.

There were three men in the bar, one by himself, and two together.
As soon aw one of the two saw me, and without a word being said, he
threwhis empty glass at my head. I ducked, and it went through
the g;ass panelled door. I closed with the pair, and rushed them
out on to the street, and, as they started to resist, I threw thej,
and 2t that moment Mr. Jack Sewell (Chemist) riding his trotting
pony “Safe Cure",came to my assistance. He took hold of one, and
we took them to the station , end they proved to be the first
prisoner's companions. This Mr. Sewell was in his element when
helping the police in a row.

During the course of the morning, I had the dust print
photographed, and then obtained a printer's rolling pin, and some
printer's ink, &lso large sheets of white paper. I stripped the

| prisoners and rolled the soles of their bare feset, and then got
| them to walk on the sheets of white paper, each prisoner leaving
a clear impression of his right foot. The prisoners' names wers
John McGuire, alias Baker.
James Scott, alias Smith.
John Cooney, alias Conner.
When the impressions were compared that of McGuire
wes the exact facsimile of the dust print. On searching the timber

yard, we found the whole of Familton's property, and other property
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stolen from other places. We found 37 pairs of boots in one plant.
The prisoners were duly cherged, and when the printis were exhibited
in Court, McGuire pleaded guilty, and tried to show that he broke
into Familton's alone. BExpert evidence showed that it was imposs-
ible for one to commit this crime without assistance. The three
prisoners were committed for trial in Familtog's case, and were each
sentenced to three years' Penal Servitude. They received several
lesser sentences for minor offences committed at Oamaru.

The Judge, and the Crown Prosecutor, complimented me on the
way that I got up the cases end laid them before the Court.

Tne prisoners took out their sentences in Lyttelton Frison,
and ywhile serving his sentence,McGuire conmitted an act of bravery,
by saving a fellow prisoner from drowning, eand for this act the
balance of his sentence was remitted. He knocked about New Ze=land
and became a noterious offender. He went to Sydney and wes hanged
there in 1903 for the murder of Constable Long.

It was years after this case that the Finger-print System
was introduced into Seotland Yard (1892) and into New Zezland in
1904.

The next incident that I was mixed up in was the

Qamaru Drowning Fatality.

On the night of the 25th September, 1891, one of the coldest
and darkest nights that could be, I went for a walk to warm myself,
and, as I was going down Wansbeck Street, I heard screams coming
from the Harbour. At first, I imagined it was larrikins who were
playing up, but when I arrived at the Railway Station I was told
there was a man drowning in the harbour. I ran %o the beach, and
while running, I threw my coat here, and my vest Bhere etc. I was
undressed in a minute, and I told a man who arrived with a lantern
to follow me out with a boat. At that moment a fresh ery for help
cams . I answered, "Hold on, and I'1l be with you in a moment."

It was full tide, and I plunged in, striking my breast
against a mole boulder. It was so dark that I could not see my

hand . I had to swim to the dirsction that the voice ceame from.

When I got to the spot, the drowning man's head was under the water.
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Mr. Nightingale who went to the drowning man's aid from the wharf,

a shorter way, was trying to hold the drowning man's head out of the
water, but was exhausted. Mr. Nightingale stated that his struggle
with the drowning men knocked him almost out. I lifted the drowning
mn's head out of the water and placed it on my left arm -~ he was
still alive - and I told Nightingale to take hold of my hips and we
would make for the shore. As we got about helf-way to the shore

we wers met by the boat. Nightingale went into the boat, but I
would not weit to put the drowning man into it, but swam with the
hoet to the shore. The man was still living. There was no place
near hand, and I hed to work at him on the open beach in a shower of
hail. I got all the water out of him, and for twenty minutes I
worked at him to restore animation, but the cold and exposure settled
him. A Doctor arrived, eand I handed the men over to him, picked up
my clothes, got a cab and went home. My breast was still bleeding,
and when I arrived at home I called Mrs. Dwyer and asked her for some
underclothing. When she saw my plight whe fainted. There were
gome lady visitors in the house who attended to her, and,after I

had had a good wash and some strong refreshment, the bleeding
stopped, and I was myself once more.

I have often pondered over the events of that night, and
shuddersd at the thought of what might have happened if I had become
exhausted like Nightingale. It might have gone very hard with us
both. A human being in peril amnd crying out for help appeals to
one's nobler instincts to the exclusion of every other consideration.

The man's name was Hickson, and, while in drink, he walked
down the mole, and when he got to the end he walked into the Harbour.
He swam for about 40 yards and, when he found himself becoming ex-
hausted, cried out for help.

Opportunity was taken at a Public Meeting to present Mr.
Nightingale of the Railwey Department, and Sergeant Dwyer of the
Police Force with the Royal Humane Society of Australasia Awards
for Bravery. His Worship the Meyor (Mr. Harry Aitken) made the

praesentation, and in doing so commenddd both men for the presence

of mind and nerve they had displayed in boldly venturing on a dark,




finitely small thing will play in criminel investigation.

than two months.

the offenders to justice.

cold, rainy night to plunge into the Harbour and swim out to the
assistance of a fellow creature whose cries for help had aroused them.
The following are copies of extracts from the Otago Daily Times,

September 28th, 1891, and the Oamaru Mail, May 20th, 1893:-

"An Qameru Telegram states that the man drowned

in the harbour on Friday night did not belong

to the Waihora. Up to the present the body has
not been identified. His death is a mystery as
the place where he was drowned is an out of the

way corner of the harbour, where he could not have
been on Business. Referring to the attempted
rescue, the North Otago Times states that the
bravery of Mr. Nightingale and Sergeant Dwyer is
worthy of every acknowledgment. The night was
dark, reiny and cold, and it required stout hsarts
to brave the dangers that presented themselves on
such a night in venturing to swim out to the rescue
of a drowning man. It may he mentioned that when
Sergeant (then Comstsble) Dwyer was stationed in
Dunedin, he was presented with & medal for his
gallant conduct in rescuing the inmates of a build-
ing which took fire in Cumberland Street."

"His Worship the Mayor took the opportunity of the
public gathering to hear Mr. Duncan last night, to
present Mr. Nightingale of the Railway Depertment,
and Sergsant Dwyer, of the Police Force, with the
medal and certificates awarded to them for bravery
undsr circumstances already detailed. His Worship
commended the men for the pressnce of mind and nerve
they had displayed in boldly venturing on & dark,
cold, rainy night, to plunge into the harbour, and
swim out to the assistence of & fellow creature, whose
cries for help bad aroused them. It was an instance
of that British pluck which had made our Colony what
it was. The awards he had to make them were of
small intrinsic value, but they were valuable as a
tangible souvenir of the appreciation of the nation
of their heroism. He then presented Mr. Nightingale
with a bronze medal, and Sergeant Dwyer with a cer=-
tificate. Both men said & few words in reply, ex=-
pressing their satisfaction st the awards, and hoping
that their nerve would not fail them if it were necess-
ary ever to go to the rescue of 2 fellow-being again.
They had only done their duty, and their one regret
was that their efforts to save the man's life had been
unsuccessful. They Ihen left the stage amid loud
applause ."

I also received £10. reward from the Police Department.

-

Youthful Criminals.

I em recording this case, just to show the part an in-

some thirteen business places in Oameru were broken into in less time

Letters and leaders were appearing in the papers,

giving the Police fits for their ineptitude and laxity in not bringing

In 1896,

I was then Acting Geoler, and had nothing
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to do with outside police work. Still, I felt the slur cast on
the police, and offered to give a hand to catch the offenders.
One night, I decided to wgtch the North side of Thames Street,
(the mein street) end a Constable was told off to watch the South
side. Nothing happened, and, as day dawn set in, I went %o have
a look round and see that the doors and windows were secure. X
was trying the third door, when the handle in the inside turned
at the same time. My heart flew to my mouth, and my hand to my
hip pocket. The door was opened by & young fellow named Suther-
land who worked in the shop. He was guite cool, and, notwith-

stending my prsseneggnd his guilt, behaved unconcerned. He said,

"I read & lot, and as I could not sleep I ceme down for some books
that I forgot to take home with me last night." He had some
things under his coat which I thought were the books. He went

into the shop, end I remeined outside . (I afterwards ascertained

that it was housebreaking implements that he had under his coat) .
He went one way to his home, and I went the opposite way. As he
was rounding the cormer of the street, I just caught the look he
gave me., There was something in the look that took hold of me,
end T decided to look further into the matter. Thet evening,
Sundey, I went and sew the owner of the shop (Mr. Gimmell). He
waes my tailor and I knew him wall. I asked him how many keys

of his shop were in use. He said, "Only one, and I keep that
myself. Young Sutherland domes to my house every morning and
gets the key to open up the shop for the workmen, and then cleens
end dusts the office, and has everything ready for me at 9 o'clock.™
A duplicate key held by Sutherland without the knowledge of his
employer added to my suspicion. I told everything to the Detect-
ive that I have stated herein. He pooh-poohed the idea, and

said that Sutherland was a very decent young fellow. A week
passed over without any breaking into happening, and this fact
further increased my suspicion. On the following Saturday, I

saw Sargood's (whose sample room was broken into, and a good
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deal of stuff taken ) traveller in towm. I told the detective,
and suggested that he should see the traveller, and arrange with
nim to go to Gimmell's shop at closing time, and say to young Suther-
land that he had lost the key of his sample room, that he had a cus-
tomer waiting, and ask if there were any loose keys about. Suther-
land went to the back of the shop, brought a bunch of keys and sorted
out one, and gave it to him. The traveller took it and it opensd
! his door first attempt. The Detective was wgiting eand, when he saw
i this, he went and, as Sutherlend was leaving the shop, he took him
in hand, and after a battle of wits he admitted breaking into the
' sample room. He said he gave gloves and some jewellery to a "Miss
Sidey", a little girl he was keeping company with, and the rest he

threw into the Oamaru Creek. He was locked up and word sent to his

father and mother. The father, an engine-driver, was away, and
the mother was away too. Word was left at the house, and early
next morning, the mother came to see her boy. There was™ fond
embrace, then a swoon (Mick McQuaid would call this “a strong
wezkness") then & sermon on restitution. I watched my chance,

end it came. "Now", I said, “tell your mother how you broke into
the Railwgy Station and four or five other places that I named."

He confessed everything, after a few more swoons. The mother went
awey, and sent a Solicitor to wee him. The Solicitor, Mr. Newton,
cams and after his interview with the prisoner, he szaid to me

"Why - you have extracted everything from the young fellow after
his arrest." I said, "He told his mother everything, and I was

& silent listener."

It was impossible for the yougg fellow to break into some

e M‘I e st . . . sy, Al AR

of the places without assistance and my trouble now was to get out

of him who his confederates were. I put it to him, but he denied

point blank that he had anyone with him. I gave him time to think
and approached him later. I said to him, "Do you want it to go

forth that you committed all these offences alone?! What will that

nice little girl, Miss Sidey, and her friends, think of you! Why,

they'll say that you are a regular "Jack Shepherd." This little

suggestion did the trick. He s=id, “"Young Anderson was with me
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every time. Anderson delivered the papers in the early morning,

and suggested the places that could most easily be broken into. On
the shelvss behind the books in the book-stall at the Reilway Station
you'll find a lot of the stolen stuff.”

Anderzon's father wes a bookseller and owned the book-stall at
the Railway Statione. I sent for the Detective and we arrested young
Anderson, and took him to the book-stall, and behind the books we
found a barrow load of stolen stuff. We also found a barrow load
of stolen stuff beneath the flooring of Gimmell's shop.

Both young fellows pleaded guilty to the seweral charges, and

were admitted to Probation.

Strugele with & Criminal Lunstic.

The lunetic was brought to Oamaru from beyond Kurow. He
was a man of 34 years, powerfully built, and was not lomg out of
geol after completing a sentence of 10 years. He behaved very well
after his arrival, and showed no signs of violence. I allowed him
to exercise in the corridor, and, as it became dark, he esked for a
drink of water, end this was given him in ths regulation pannikin.
Soon after, he asked for another drink, eand I gave it to him in the
seame vessel, and as I did so he threw the contents in my eyes,
rushed the iron gate - the pannikin struck me on the head and for
8 moment stunned me. He got out in the Watch House, and as I
closed with hdém he kicked me on the shin with his iron toe-plated
boot, and left a mark that I still carry with me. A struggle for
life, or death, followed, and I used all my strength to subdue him.
I succeeded in throwing him and pinning his hezd in a step of the
stairs. He tried biting and kicking with all his fury. Mrs.
Dwyer heard the struggle and she ran to the Police Station for
assistence, and, as luck would have it, there wers four men in the
Station at the time playing a quiet game of Euchre, and all four
came in haste to my assistance, and relieved me from my perilous

position. Assistance came none too soon, 2s I felt that my

strasgth was giving out, and in ten seconds more the lunatic would
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nave worked himself free and might then have been able to kick me to
death. The lunatic was then put in a straight-jacket, and next day
it took three men to take him to the Asylum. There was this pecul-
jarity about me that on occesions like thia I had treble my usual

strength.

On the 1lst February, 1897, I was promoted to Second Class
Sergeant and transfeered to charge of the Otago Goldfields, with
headquarters at Clyde. Before leaving, Mrs. Dwyer was presented
with a gold watch and chain by her Camaru friends, and the Folice
presented me with a diamond locket and gold pemcil cese, both
inscribed. The Meyor of Oamaru mede the presentation to Mrs.
Dwyer, and in doing so, said, he expressed the mingled regret and
pleasure which were felt by her friemds, regret at her severing
many pleasant tiss and associmtions and pleasure that she should
be participating in her husband's promotion. The following is a
copy of the newspaper report:=-

YAt the Police Camp last night a number of friends
gathered for the purpose of saying goodbye to
Sergt. Dwyer and Mrs. Dwyer who leave for Clyde
today, the popular gaoler having heen recently
promoted, and elso to make & smell presentation to
gach as a token of the esteem in which they are held.
His Worship the Mayor presided and amongst those
present were Messrs. W. Williamson, O.R. Wise, Dagney,
Corcoran, Clarke, and Curran, while apologies were
received from others who were unavoidably absent.

The first business was a presentation to Mrs. Dwyer,
a number of friends having subscribed and purchased
for her a really beautiful lady's gold lever watch,
with an ornamental gold albert and trinket attached,
the watch bearing the following inscription =
"Presanted to Mrs. J. Dwyer by a few friends, on

her departure from Oamaru, February, 1897'.

The Mayor made the presentation in a few happy sen-
tences, expressing the mingled regret and pleasure
which were felt by her friends, regret at her sever-
ing many pleesant ties and associmtions, and pleasure
thet she should be participating in her hubband's pro-
motion. He wished bhoth Mr. and Mrs. Dwyer success

in their new home, and begged her acceptance of the
Watch as & memento of her many friends and a token of
the high esteem in which Sheswas held in the townm.

Mrs. Dwyer feelingly responded, expressing her gegret
at leaving the town where the happiest part of her lifeé
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"had been spent. She would always bear in mind
the kindness of the meny friends she hed mede.
She could not do full justice to her gratitude
and her feelings, and hoped that they would take
the will for the deed.

On hehalf of the fellow members of the Force, Ser-
geant 0'Gredy then presented Sergeant Dwyer with a
handsome gold locket in which & dizmond was set, and
& gold pencil case inscribed, "Presented to John
Dwyer by his comrades on his departure from Oamaru,
February, 189T7." Sergeant 0'Grady expressed regret
8t Sergeant Dwyer's departure, although he was glad
to see his merit recognised by his promoiion to a
district whers he would have the responsibility of
the charge of seven or eight stations. He hoped
that he would gather round him in his new home as
staunch a circle of frisends as he wes leaving behind
him.

Mr. O. R. Wise endorsed this, remarking that Sergeant
Dwyer had nothing when he came hers 12 yeavys ago,
but that he was teking away from the town a good wife
and a feirly substahtisl family.

Sergeant Dwyer replied, also expressing hid regret
at parting from so many friends. The best and
happiest years ef his 1ife had been spent in Cameru
and he could never forget them. He thoroughly

appreciated the kindness of his meny friends, and

W o

it would long linger in his memory as the crowning
act of meny previous favours.

A social hour or two were then spent in "farewalling",
friends dropping in to say goodbye. Mr. and Mrs. Dwyer
leave by the south express tonight.™

When lsaving by the train a number of englers and sports~-

men collected at the Railway Station and mede the air resound with

their singing end cheering. They even placed detonators on the

I have often been asked why I remained so long in Oemaru,

and replied that I could not help it. There were no prometions
and no opening. I was wearing a stripe for ten years before I

I had & good time in Oamaru, plenty of fishing, shooting

and coursing. The Acclimatization Society ( of which I was a
mewmber ) promoted & fishing competition in the season o £ 1895 and
gave a gold wmedal as First Prize. I competed and won the medal
from 26 other competitors.
1e Goldfields.
when I arrived in Clyde I found things very dead, and a
start had just been made to drddge the kiolyneaux River for its
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"were appointed to positions over his heed, positiems
which he honestly merited by efficiency, intelligence
and length of service. t : nténn have

ey 'S P e 104
Yery well raised tne BTE 4G 11

Clyde had been drawn on for an efficisnt officer to fil
the position in Christchurch fer, es they were all AHATS ,
the geniml Sergeant McLeod was also trf';f:rreu frum Clyde
‘o the city of the ;__L:J. ' -

Par mur . g ™9 3 ¥
18T away 41010 '_-A._,-..t: LJ'JU l.t ail

0 & man with a family, not

adventeage ol & r-sidence in

schools in ths colony. He
Wiih oergu. Uwyer since his
promotion self, but

re L"I.I. J...’ lﬂu -3"'1&_\..

-n._ S90 7V b €K TO Treglde

evildoers

meny tu justice
which had been under his care.
people of Clyde and residents
all prosperity and he

telligently and conscientious l' Aa & very early resid-
ent upon the goldfields, he had had oppor «qdlty of study-
ing the Ch&?ﬁcuh-u of a few of thei
end he had come to the conclusion ine

set of fellows on the whole, notwithstandinz that even
3 o *

they, had their clique to work egainst. He had much
plecsure

in complimenting Sergte. Dwyer uuon having such
sincers frle;u, as those uhom he saw ered

i Wi o SR e i . . 3 BeaRile =
évening to give expression tc their

2o

Mr. R. 8. Gilkison seid that but little remained for him
to say other than thet he desired to testify to the un-
lhlllnL courtesy and kindnese with which Sergeant Dwyer
had given him any 1ittle items for the Press. As a

he had alsc hed a little legal

Justice of the Peace,
business with him, and he could confidently say thet in
every instance he had found him intelligent, peinstaking
and efficient. He might say that he very much regretted
his leeving the district, and only recently Mr., McCarthy,
S.M. had told him personally that he regretted Sergeant
Dwyer's leaving, as he was a most efficient oificer. He

51nu:r »ly hoped that they might see him back as an

Inspector (He r, Hear.)
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"The toast wes drunk with musicel honours.

f sergeant Dwyer, who, in rising to respond, wes greeted
with prolonged applause, szid he could assure them that
the gethering that night to do him honour had quite
teken him by surprise as it was guite unexpected on
his part. His stay amongst them had been so brief
that he did not think he had mede meny friends during
that time., Looking around him and seeing the repres-
entetive faces, he must conclude that he had got on
much better then he had hoped to. He had received,
he said, every kindness and consideration, not only
from the people of Clyde but from residents through-
out the district, so thet his duties were made 1light
and easy to perform, and for this he had to thank
' them, one and ell. He had found the people of
¥ this district most pesceble and law-zbiding. Though
' he wes now severing his short comnection with the
district he could assure them thet he would always
entertain a wgrm interest in its welfsre. Ever
since he came to the district he had teken en inter-

g

* est in the deedging industry, and when he settled down
in Christchurch he would miss no opportunity of bring-
i ing the resources of the district under the notice of
3 those with whom he came in contact. Before sitting
' down, he would like to make a few remarks of = person-
f al neture. He wished to take this opportunity to

publicly thank their worthy Magistrete (Mr.McCarthy)

for the consideration and valuable advice he had

always given him when he required it. Though some

might differ with his method of doing things, he

could, without hesitation, say thet they had one of

the best Magistrates who occupled a position on the

Megisterial Bench of the colony. It was to the way

in which he administered the law that he (the speaker)

attributed the fact that the police had so little to

/ do in this district. He had also te thank Mr. Jeffery,
Clerk of the Court, for the kindness and courtesy hse
had always shown him .(Applause.) He concluded by

; again thanking them for the kind wishes they had ex-

v pressed towards himself and family.

Mr. Scott, Cromwsll, proposed the toast of the "Dredging
Industiry" coupled with the names of Mr. Hewitt end Mr.
He W+ Gye. Both gentlemen briefly responded. Mr.Gye

. in responding, said that for the past few years dredging
had made rapid strides in the district. He was pleased
to say that the guest of the evening had alweys teken a
keen interest in the industry and had been the means of
recommending several of his friemds to invest largely in
dredging. He felt certain that Mr. Dwyer would elweys
remember his stey in Clyde, and perhaps he might induce
more of his friends to take an interest in the district.

Songs were rendered during the evening by the following
gentlemen:= Messrs. Robt. Gilkison, Jeffery, Beveridge,
McSwan, Burnaby, Robertson, Gye and Weddell.

A very pleesant function was brought to a close by all
present joining hands and singing "™Auld Lang Syne."

-( After leaving the Goldfields, I had to leave Mrs. Dwyer and

family in Dunedin as she could not travel any further, and I had to

€0 on t¢ Christchurch by myself, and was two months there before Mrs.
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Dwyer was able to join me. About the middle of July I went to
Cemaru to meet her with her two newly born infants and five octher
children. I am stating these irrelevant facts so as to bring in
an Incident that heppened to the train on the journey from Oamaru
to Christchurch. The day was & very stormy one, but everything
went on all right until we got close to the Makekihi Station,
when one of the engine steam=-pipes burst end blew the Stoker and
the Driver off the engine. Both were scalded, the former seriously
80 The train careered on by itself, and ceme to a standstill,
by Farmer Quinn's homestead, for loss of steam. The Guard (Tom
Fouke) end the passengers were not aware of the mishap until the
train stopped. If the grade of the line had been downward there

v might have been a terrible tragedy. Such a mishep never happened
before, or since, on that 3ine. We had to wait three hours before
an engine could be brought from Timaru to take us on to Christchurch .
The fenele passengers and poor children were famished with the cold
es the weather had changed to frest. The Quinn family showed the
hospitality of the “St.Bernard Monk™. They brought cans of tea,

bread and butter, scones, biscults and everything in the way of

L~ |

eatgbles that they could lay their hands on. Mrs. Dwyer says,

up to this day, that that cup of tea wes the nicest she has ever
tasted. Before the train left, the passengers gave three rousing
cheers for the Quinn family. Instead of arriving at Christchurch

at 9 p.m. we did not get there until after midnight.
; As I expected, I was not long in Christchurch, as, on
Christmas Eve, I received word that I wes transferred to Wanganui
as Sergeant in Charge of that station. I arrived in Wanganui
early in February. Things were commencing to look up and the
town showed signs of recent advencement. Townships were being
formed in every direction. The people of Wenganui I found to be
very law-abiding, end during my three years stetioned there I

had a fairly easy time of it.

The Dreem Case.

4 The facts in connection with this cese sre ss fol

| ]
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' On the morning of the 12th November, 1901, it wags reported
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to me by the proprietor of the Criterion Boarding House that =
robbery had teken place in the house during the night. Two
boarders occupied the same room and one boarder named Holmes had
£15. on him when he retired to bed, and when he woke next morning
the money was gone, and so was the fellow boarder (Thurston). I
went to the Boarding House end got the particulars end then returned
home. On my way I spoke to the licensee of the Albion Hotel and
asked him if he knew a young mam named Thurston, and he ssid "Yes -
I sew him yesterday in the hotel for the first time, and I saw him
take something out of an Assyrizen's pack while the latter's back wes
turned. One of the things was & pair of breces.” dha; I arrived
heme I hed another ring from the Boarding House saying thgt Thurston
ed returned. I went to the Boarding House end saw Thurston. He
denied all knowledge of the money, and seid that when he got up he
went Yo the Railway Station to enquire the time the trein left for
Stratford, and sat down on a seat and read the peper, and that he
did not go further than the Reilway Station. I searched him and
found him wearing & new pair of braces, end in his pocket T found
a new comb and purse. I found no money on him. I concluded
that these things were stolen from the Assyrien and I arrested him.
The #ssyrien identified the things as his, and I charged Thurston
accordingly. I also charged him with the theft of the money, but
80 far I had no direct evidence. I brought him before the Gourt
and had him remended for a week. When serving Holmes with a sub-
roena, he said to me "I had a clear dream lest night. I woke up,
and went to sleep again, and agein dreamt the seme thing. I
thought I saw Thurston plant my money under the blind eye of the
Wenganui Bridge, and so impressed was I with the dresm that I went
down to the place early this morning, and there was everything
before me &s it appeared in my dream.® Thinking of the Dunedin

case, I said to myself "I'1ll follow this thinc

g up", 80 when I got

back to the Station I rang up the Geoler. T told him I was coming
up %o the Gaol end when he sew me coming up the drive to bring

Thurston to his office, but not to say enything about my coming.

I wented to see what effect my sudden appearsnce would have on him,
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T seid to him, "I have come to the Gaol to say a few words to voy.
I am not going to taske any adventage of you. You'll remember the
morning I arrested you, you told me thenm that you did not go further
then the Railway Station. Now, I have rezson to sey that you wehat
as far as the Wenganul Bridge, and it is thought you planted Holmes's
money there, and there is a possibility of it being found where you
planted it.™ He held down his head, and I knew then that I was on
the right track. I gave him time to consider, and when he lifted
his head he seid "I took the money and planted it under the Bridge."
I hendcuffed him and took him to the Biidpe. It wgs a half—hcliday;
and there were three young fellows sitting on top of the plant. I
shifted them and Thurston pointed out the spot where the money was
planted. He had simply made 2 hole with the heel of his boot end
placed the money in the hole, and then covered it over with a tuft
of grass. The monsy was intact with the exception of a few shill-
ings. I took him back to the Gzol. At the preliminary trial he
pleeded guilty to the charge, and was committed to the Bupreme
Court, and there received 18 months' imprisomment. Thurston
turned out & gaol-brezker and & hardened criminal.

In giving evidence before the Magistrate I related the partic-
ulers of the dream as told me by Holmes, snd my former experience
with & similar dreem at Dunedin.

The particulars of the dream were published in the newspapers
end I hael letters from Melbourne and Sydney from Curio Collectors
asking for particulers of the first dream.

[t seems a very curicus coincidence that during my career I
should strike twoe dresmers whose dreams ceme true and were the means
of bringing two offenders to justice.

Arson Case .

Known to the Legel Fraternity as - "In re Smith".
A man named E. D. Smith kept a Draper's shop is the main

street of Wanganui. People thought that he was doing a comfortazble

business. In the month of March, 1901, about 3 p.m. on a Sunday,

& fime was discovered in Smith's shop. I was not fer away at the
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A +ime and arrived at the fire with the Brigade. The fire had then

& good hold and it took the Brigade some time before they had it

T ——

uder contrel. Smith put in an eppearance and joined me, and said

he was ruined as the Insurances would not cover his less. He said

e it A

be left the shop at 2 p.m. and went for & walk as far as Aramoho,
and on his way back heard the fire-bell, and that he was working at
his stock sheets all the morning. As the fire was ebout subdued

the Captain of the Brigade called me and told me that, apparently,

=

the place was fired in three separate places. I examined the place
and saw that this was so. I spoke to Smith and asked him for the
keys of the shop end safe. He gave them to me, end I advised him
not to go near the shop until an adjustment of the stock wes made.

I placed a Consteble in charge, end directed him to allow no one to
enter the premises. Next morning I sent the Detective to have a
look round the place, and leter we would commence our enguiries. I
told him there was & Consteble in charge of the place. As the
Detective got to the shop he found Smith coming from the rear of

the premises with something hidden under his coat. He accosted him

end took from him a book he was carrying, and this turned out to be

e ledger, containing records of all the stuff he sent to auctioneers

for sele at several of the country towns. It wes shown that these

} auctioneers were selling this stuff cheaper theam Smith purchased it

y at the warehouses. An inquest wes held into the ceuse of the fire

‘

! end Smith volunteered to give evidence at the inquiry. The Detective

i end T worked up a very strong case egainst Smith and, et the pre-

l liminary hearing of the charge of Arson preferred ageinst him, I

called five country auctioneers who testified to the material they

i received and sold for Smith. The carrier, who took the goods to
the Railway Station proved that Smith directed him to cell for the
goods about 9 p.m. to take it a back street and not to allow the

a4 pelice to see him. I called also & young girl who lived in a two=-

storey dwelling at the back of Smith's shop, and she proved that

Smith was very busy about the shop until sbout ten minutes before

] the firebell reng, also three Sunday School boys whamhe hunted

awey

from the front of the shop ten minutes before the bell rang.




The feked stock sheets were found in his bedroom that escaped the
fire. The ledger containing &an account of the materisl he sent
te country auctioneers was convincing evidence against him. I
elso put in the evidence he gave before the Coroner and this was
torn to shreds. Smith's Solicitor objected to the statement going
in. The Magistrate took a note of the objection but edmitted the
evidence. Smith was committed to the Supreme Court for triel.

At the trial before the Chief Justice, Bmith's solicitor again
cbjected to the evidence, given before the Coroner, going in.

The Chief Justice noted the objection but allowed the evidence o
be put in.

Smith was found guilty of Arson, but, before passing sen-
tence, His Honour referred the objection to all the other Judges
in New Zezland, and &ll were ananimous that the evidence given by
Smith before the Coromer was rightfully admitted at his trial.

Smith wes sentenced to three years' impriscnment.

After the trial I received a letter from the Managers of

the Insurance Compenies interested, with a Benk Draft for £12/10/-.

The following is a copy of the letter:-
Wellington, N.Z.
10th July,l1901.

Arson Case - E. D. Smith, Wanganui.

Dear Sir,

We had a special report made on the above case and now,
heving been through the whole of the evidence, beg to compliment
you on the manner in whieh i% was got together end placed before
the Court. 1In our copinion, the way the facts were pieced together
had a great deal to do with the finding of the jury.

In a smell way we wish to show our apprecietion of your
efforts in so sucegessfully working up the cesse by asking you to
aeccept the encloded Bank Draft for £12:10:0 as a slight acknowledg-
ment of the services you have rendered to the public in genergl,
and our offices in particular.

We may add that we have consulted the Commissioner of
Police here and have his approvel in what we are asking you to do.

By signing end returnipg to us both the enclosed voucher
forms you will oblige.
Yours faithfully, -
For the Guardian, Fire & Life Assurance Co. Ltd.
(W& G+ Turnbull & Co., Agents.) ¢
Signed L.U.
For the National Fire & Marine Insurance Co.
Signed J. Manson,
Manager,
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The Licensing lLaw.

A widowed lady, hailing from the Emsrald Isle, kept a hotel
in the townm. This hotel was acrcss the way from the Court House
end within full view of the Police Statiom. The local Stipendiary
Megistrete had strong Prohibition leanings, and being bereft of home
life and comforts, betoock himself to the Court House where he put in
his Sunday afterncons smoking and reading up his law cases.

One Sunday afternocon I received & telephone call from him,
complaining that & number of men were going from & vacant section
into the hotel through a2 hole in the fence, and thaet he saw over a
dozen men go in that way. I told him I would attend to the matter.

I tock & Consteble in uniform with me, and we quistly went
elong to the hotel. We entered by the side door and, in the tap
room ooff the bar, was the licensee kmeeling down with her rosary
beads devoutly saying her prayers, and in front of her was an open
prayer book showing the gospel of the day - her eyes turmed heaven-
wards, and so intent on her prayers that she did not notice us, and
we passed on to the back of the hotel without speaking. Thers was
no one to be found, but there were abundant indications that Sunday
trading had been extensively carried on that afternocen. On our
return to the tap room the licensee was on her feet. She ssaid,
"Sergeant Agra, what's the matter?™ I said "You know well what's
the matter - the evidence in there and the number of men I saw leav-
ing the hotel shows clearly that you are doing a big Sunday trade.
She said, "May God forgive you, Sergeant - why, my place all day
hes been as quiet es a Convent.® What could one do, I ask, in
the frcé of such wit and generalshipl

After my departure from Wanganui in 1902, this lady
ghifted to Wellington where she kept a hotel for years, and made
e success of the business too. The Commissioner of Police told
me that this incident happened during her time &s licensee in

Wellington, and from my own experience I have nc reason to doubt it.

The incident took place in Easster Week (Lent). A Sergeent and
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Constable visited the hotel. The Bergeent knocked and declared
himself. ‘The door-keeper was well up in his business and he passed
on the word, and then fumbled with the keys, and pretended to have
difficulty in finding the right one. When the Sergeant wes admitted,
the first thing he did was to have a look round the bar, and this
gave the licensee time to clear away the signs of illegal trading,
end to get all in the house into the dining room. When this was
done, she got them all to go on their knees and commenced to say the
Rosary. ©She was half through the second Decade when the Sergeant
entered the room. Those of the same religion as the licensee were
answering lustily, and he was taken by surprise and remarked that it
was the first time in his life that he saw, or heard of a prayer
meeting being held in a public house. The licensee was indignant
&t being disturbed in the Rosayy, when the Sergeant commenced to
take the names of all those present. There were sixteen visitors
in the hotel, all illegeally there. The Sergeant reported the whole
affair, but no action was taken. Here again, the licensee's tact
end resourcefulness saved the situation.

This lady hed meny good qualities. In her young days she
sew lean living and want in her native country, and when she acquired
the means here, her hand wes always extended helping those in need,
and especially charitable institutions. She thought the world of

"Shawn O'Diere™.

= ——
s

Sly Grog Selling At Teihepe.

In the late 90's Teihape wes remarkable fecr the number of
Sly-grog shops the towmship contained. The inducement to carry on
this 1llicit trade wes then great, as the construction of the Main
Trunk Railway had then reached Zetuku, some six miles from Taihape,
where about 400 men were emplo;sd. Constant complaints were being
made to the police, the Manager of the Ruahine Station being the
principal complainant. Ve mede arrangements to get two probation

Constebles from Wellington, end these men were to be given secret

employment at the station nemed. They arrived et Rushine and,

when well established, ceame with the older hands to Teihape on
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Saturday nights and mixed end danced with the crowd, and soon
wormed their way into the graces of the Sly-grog sellers, and got
as much drink as they wanted, From time to time they furnished
me with reports as to their doings. The names of the probationers
were Lewis and Paul. The latter was e man over 6 ft. in height
and wore No.ll boots, earning for him the sobriquet of "Tiny"®,
After completing their work at Taihepe, they returned to
Wellington. I drew up search warrents under the Licensing Acts
end, a few days before Easter, proceeded to Taihape to execute
theni. I left by the afternoon trein, and to my dismay, there
was a team of cricketers on board, bound for Taihape, captsined
by Mr. Francis (Menager, A.M.P.). The train, in those days, only
went es far as Ohingaiti and the rest of the journey had to be done
by coach. There was generally a delay of half an hour before the
coaches started. I remeined in the Railway carriege out of sight,
and went off to sleep, and it wes only the last call "All on board"
that roused me. I picked up my bag end rushed to the last coach,
and threw myself in as it wes moving off, and lighted on Mr. Francis.
He wented to lmow where I wes bound for, and I whispered that I wss
bound for Mangeweka to arrest the two recently escaped prisoners
who were camped near there. I left the coach et the nearest
stopping place to Mangaweka end yes met by the local Consteble
(Rutledge) with his horse end trap. T went with him to the Police
Station and, after partaking of some refreshments, set sail for
Taihape. It turned to frost and was bitterly cold. We arrived
at Taihape at dewn and at once set to work to execute the warrents.
We found plants in most inconceivable places. We unearthed
gever:l cases of whisky as well as a number of bottles, cases of wine,
several dozen of bottled beer, and three 10 gallon kegw of beer. We
returned to Mengaweka with a decent trap load of grog.
When I returned to Wanganui, I laid 24 informetions against

the various offenders. The cases Were set down for hearing at the

Mangeweke Gourt before Mr. Greenfield, S.M., a venereble old gentleman
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who had passed the allotted span. Tom Wilford (M.P. for the Hutt)
new Sir Thomas Wilford, K.C., &and New Zeazland High Commissioner is
London, wes brought from Wellington by a men named Chute, to keep
him out of gacl, as he was on three occasions previously convicted
of sly-greg selling. "Tom" defended and Constables Paul and Lewis
were my only witnesses, the former my star witness.

The cases started, and the Court House wes packed. “Tom"
wes in great form and gave "Tiny" the time of his life over some
heppenings during his visits to Taihape, especially in connection
with his friendship for Chute's cook, a woman of amezonian proport-
ions. "Tom™ kept addressing mghs “Inspactor®. I objected to
being named out of my remk. I was not the Inspectore. "If you eras

not*, he said, “them you de....well ought to be."

At the end of the day's proceedings, "Tom"™ was urgently

called %o Wellington, and the unheard ceses were adjourned to the
next Court day. "“Tom" attended and the hearing of the adjournsd
cases was gone on with, and during the dey the Court was crowded
to hear Mr. Wilford dealing it out to "Tiny", but the surprise
and disappointment of all, "Tom"™ treated "Tiny" with the greatest
consideration during the day, and turned his attention more to
the old Magistrate.

When the heering of the charges was finished, "Tom"
addressed me across the table. "Honors divided, old man."
I did not quite grasp his remarks, end he repsated them. I then
looked at my Charge Sheet, and there it was clear enough. “?om”
had got 12 dismissals and I got 12 convictions. My strongest
cases which I relied on most were dismissed, and in my weak cases
I got convictions. It shen seemed clear that the principle that
gulded the Nagistrate right through was “I'1ll give this ons to the
Sergeant, and the next to Wilford."

At the finish of the proceedings I called Paul (Tiny) and
asked him what brought about the gregt change in "Tom's" attituds

towerds him. He told me that, whem he returned to Wellington,
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after the first day's hearing, he was put on night duty and one night,
during this period, Mr. Wilford was escorting mome friends from the
Comic Opera, then being performed in Wellington. Wwhen they reached
their hotel they were unable to gain admission as the hour was so late.
The Constable then appeared on the scens, and gained "Tom's" good
graces by his handling of the situation in obtaining immediate admission
tc the hotel for his friends. It was this 1ittle obligement that brought
about "Tom's" kid glove treztment of the Constable during the Court pro-
ceadings on the final day.

Constable Rutledge, who made the raid with me, a shrewd, far-seeing

men, had charge of the seized liquor, and gave evidence of such in each

case. (All these Constzbles named herein are now dead.) In going

thoough the verious cases of lijuor seized Rutledge spotted one case
that was slightly different from the others. The case was new and the
bottles were encased in straw wrappers freshly labelled D. C.L. and
freshly capsuled. He opened a bottle and found that it was far re-
moved from any sort of Whisky, and restored the bottle to its former
place, and no one could tell that it was tampered with. "Tom" pro=-
duced this case at the hearing of the charge, took a bottle out of it
and placed it before the Constable. "Tom" said to him "You swear you
found this case in Chute's premises?™ "Yes !t "You swear that the
bottle before you contains whisky!™

"I'1l do nothing of the kind."

"Why?t"

"Take a swig out of the bottle and you'll see why".

There was an uproar in Court at "Tom's" expense, and to add
to the merriment I said "There ars no flies on the Police up this way."
He said, "Apparently not - they must have been there and left their mark.™

On our return next day to Wanganui, and when about four miles
from Mangaweka, there were two men shooting in a paddock close to the
road. One of them had a phezsant thrown over his shoulder. I knew
the man, he was a butcher of Wenganui, named Gray. I got the driver

of the coach to pull up and called Gray. I said, "You have no license
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to shoot pheasants™. He ssid, "I have." I seid, "You have not,

I have the list hers, published four days s;o, and your name doss not
appear it. Hand me over the bird"“, and he did so, and I gave it to
"To".
When going down the incline to Ohingaiti the front axle broke -
the outside on the box seat wza thrown on to the bank, and I
centre was thrown in between the horses and pinned by the broken
The horses commenced to kick and I had a miraculous escape
segricus injury. The driver was able to control the horses, and
a number of willing hands soon extricated me from my perilous position.
A woman in the coach fainted. "Tom's™ heart went up to his mouth until
he sew me out of danger, and then he held up the pheasant and said "This
is the second time I have been unseated, but I em geme to the last.
Tom wos unseated for the Hutt seat because of some Election irregularity.)
When I arrived in Wangenui I gave particulars of the incident to
& raporter, and he made § nice readable local of it. TIi!sent the paper
to Tom and he wrote back and said that the "local" would have a front
page in his album.
My injurles in the accident were a few ebrasions and a torn
pair of trousers.
"Tom" never forgot this incident and, when promoted to Minis-
teri=l renk some eighteen years after, I wired him my congratulations.
He replied, thanking me, and among other things he szid, "I'1l be game
the last.™
When "Tom ™ was Minister of Justice he visited Christchurch
during Cup Week and I drove him out to the Races each day in a hired
taxi. He said to me "Amd you haven't a motor car for your use in
this City on Wheels - you must have one, so apply for a motor car
straight away as I may be leaving the Ministry any day now.® I was
& bit tardy in putting in my application and "Tom" had severed his
connection with the Ministry before it readhed Wellington, but he

left authority for the purchase of a motor car for my own use.
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Promoted to Commission Rank.

—

On the lst March, 1902, I was promoted to the rank of Sub
Inspector and transferred to Dunedin. I was only six months in
that City when I was transferred to Christchurch where I remained
for over six years, during which time meny things occurred, and I
will just relate here a few of the most importani happenings.

The Opening of the New Zealand International
Exhibition 1906-T.

This was the biggest underteking of the kind ever attempted
in New Zealand and it proved a great draw and & great success.

I was appointed to the scle control of the Police arrangements
during the Exhibition, having 20 Constebles, 3 Sergeants, 8 Detectives
(one from Sydney and one from Melbourne) and 20 Artillerymen, sworn
in & 8 Constables,under me. Bverything was done to keep out all
undesirables from operating at the Exhibition. At the start, some
petty pilfering took place, but after scme helf dozen arrests were
made, we had an inmunity from crime thereafter, and, as the Ex-
hibition progressed, the number of Police wss considerably lessened.

There were many happenings during the life of the Exhibitionm,
too many to record here. I must,howeveryrecord a couple in ths

nature of tit-bits.

Ned Kelly's Revolver.
(The notorious Bushrangsr.)

Among the exhibits in the "Victorian Court" was the revolver
with which the above named Highwayman fought his last battle with
the police at Gleanrowan, Victoria. Detective Fahey (late Inspector)
who was doing duty et the Exhibition, when stending at the Main
Bntrance to the grounds, noticed & women and two little boys stroll-
ing along, and the keen eye of the Detective spotted something that
one of the children was carrying and, looking at it clossr, saw that
it was the "Kelly Revolver™. He took it from the child and brought
it along to me. I said to him, "Say nothing, and we'll heve some
fun over it, s it 4s the most prised exhibit in the Victorian Court."

Late that night, as he was closing, the Victorian Commissioner (Mr.

Nichols) missed the revolver and came tearing slong to my office, and
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+01d me of his loss, and said that he dare not go back to Victoeria
without it. I sympathised with him, and told him I would do my best
to recover it. He was for offering & reward but I would not let him,
I kept him in suspense until the following night, when we took it along
to him. I never Saw such delight as was shown in his countenance.
After this, we were white-haired boys with Mr. Nichols, and Victoria's

best Muscetel wes always at our disposal.

The Exhibition Managers were very jeslous of the lawns and
flowsr beds, and an Exhibition Bye-Law made it an offence for any
person to walk on the grass, and refuse or fail to move off when
requested to do so by & Constable.

On & besutiful Thursdey evening between 8 end 9 o'clock,
Ldeutenant-Colonel Bauchop, Commander of the Forces in the Center-
bury: Military District, ceme sauntering elong the lawm, twirling
nis walking stick and smoking a fat cigar, and looking as if he wes
wall setisfied with himself. An Artillerymen approached him and
esked him to please stand of f the grass. Bauchop replied "Do you
know who I am!™ The Artillerymen enswered, "I don't, nor do I
cars, but please stand off = there are the notices for you %o see."
Bauchop then asked for his neme and number, but the Artilleryman
refused to give him either. Bauchop then made a grab at his
number, and the Artillerymen said "I f you put hands on me I will
knowk you down." This completely ruffled Beuchop'!s plumege, and
here was no restraining him thereafter. He went into the building
and met another Artilleryman, and he asked him to go out with him
and arrest the men doing duty on the lewn. He said, "I cannot
leava my post without the permission of the Sub-Inspector, but if
you want his name, it is Gunner Murdeck." I heard of the incident
that night.

Next morning, I met the Colonel about 10 a.m. in the main

passages and, after exchanging greetings (the Colonel and myself were

frisnds for yaars) he said, "I want you to arrest Gunner Murdock and

bring him along to the King Edward Barracks to be Court Martialled
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end dealt with.® I esked him the charge that was agdinst him. He

sgid, "I'11 tell the Gunner down there." I said I was sorry but
could not comply with his request. The Gunner was a sworn-in Con-
stable and, while serving as suci, was free from Military restraint,
and if the charge was in connection with the "graess" incident last
night, I would advise him to drop the metter here and now. I said,
"The Gunner was only doing his duty, end you were wrong in opposing
him.* He left me indignant.

As I was going to my lunch, I met a Sergeant-Major teking the
Gunner to the Barracks under arrest. I said, "Where are you taking
this man to?!" He said, "To the Barracks at Captein Walls' orders."
I said, "Tell Captein Walls that I must be called as a witness, and
tell him further that, if Gunner Murdock is punished for doing his
duty, I'11 leave no stone unturned to have the punisher punished."

The Gunner was charged, and the Colonel gave his evidence.
The Captain asked the Gummer a few questions and then gave the order
"Right turm- dismiss."”

The incident got abroad, and for days I was besisged with
newspapsr men trying to get the facts in comnection with the matter,
but I'd give them nothing as the Colonel and I were good friends for
years, and in mmny yays he was a good fellow. The papers, however,
got hold of the matter, and the Colonel got & bad time of it in the
Clubs and elsewhere. He was not seen again at the Exhibition.
"Stand off the Grass" became a catch-word at the Exhibition thersafter.

After the event I received severz]l letters anent the matter.
The following is a fair sample of the others:-

_Post Card. (Copy).
Inspect Picture in Art Sub Inspsctor Dwyer,
Gallery Buildings
"C'est L'Bmpersur" Police Office,
as an example of military
greatness compared with Exhibition Bldgs.,

military narrow-mindedness.
Glad you downed the Colonel. Ch.Ch.

LieutenantjColonel Bauchop was a good soldier, and made
the supreme sacrifice during the Great War.

At the conclusion of the Exhibition, the Overses Exhibitors




end Commissioners presented me with an illuminated Address and a
Gold Watch, and Mrs. Dwyer with a purse of soveresigns with which

to purchase a set of Canadian Furs. The presentations were made in
the Chamber of Commerce. The Canadian Commissioner (Mr. Burns) made
the presentation and, among other things he said tmt "during ths
last two days of the St.Louis Exhibition they lost £300 worth of
exhibits, while they did not lose ome shilling's worth during the
New Zealand Exhibition." Other Comuissioners spoke in & similar
strain.

In his report on the New Zealand International Exhibition to

the Right Homourable the Secretapy of State for the Colonies, and to

the Right Honourable the President of the Board of Trade, the British

Commissioner (Captain P.H. Atkin) said the following:=

"With reference to the surprising freedom from crime
in the Exhibition, I must advert to the singular
skill end discretion which characterised the police
arrangements under Sub=-Inspector John Dwyer and to
the admirsble way in which order and comfort werse
secured to such lerge numbers of visitors, both in
the buildings and in the grounds, by his industry,
tact and geniality."

The following is a copy of a newspapsr extract:-

“"During the last days of the Exhibition, the Overseas
Exhibitors, desirous of making tangible recognition
of the efficient services rendered by Sub-Inspector
Dwyer, as officer in charge of the Folice at the
Exhibition, initiated among themselves & movement
for making him a suitable presentation. The project
wes warmly taken up by others, and last night it
reaghed the consummation, when & friendly gathering,
which would have been much larger but for some mis-
understanding as to the place of meeting, assembled
at the Chamber of Commerce to do honour to the Sub-
Inspector. Among those present were Mrs. Dwyer and
her daughter, and the Deputy Mayor ( Mr. G. Payling.)

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. T.H.
Race (Canadian Commissionmer) E. Nicholls (Victorian
Commissioner) end Arthur Day (British Manufacturers'
Representative.)

Mr. We A. Burns, one of the Canadian Commissioners,
expressed the appreciation of the Exhibitors generslly,
and of the Cenadian representatives in particular, of

the manner in which Sub-Inspector Dwyer hid carried out
his duties. There had besn soge thousands of pounds'
worth of goods in the Cansdian Court, and none of these
had been interfered with in any way. The speaker's
colleague, Mr. Race, was sorry he could not be present,
but wished heartily to umite in the sentiments expressed.
(Applause.)

Mr. John Dixon (Messrs. Boosey & Co. london) edded a
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"few words expressive of the esteem felt by the English
gxhibitors for the Sub-Inspector, both personally, and
in regard to the manner in which he had discharged his
onerous duties during the kxhibition. Mr. Dixon thsen
read the following eddress:=

"To Sub-Inspector Dwyer"
The subscribers, on behalf of themselves and other con-
tributors to this testimonial, desire in some slight way to
recognise the very valuable services you have rendered to
the Exhibition and all thoss connected with it during its
lifétime, and to that end they ask you to accept this
address. This represents no great value in itself but
will be accepted, we hope, &8 an ackno¥ledgment on our
part of the very excellent services you have given, and
the uniform courtesy you have shown throughout the per-
formance of your duties. With these acknowledgments we
extend also our very best wishes for your future success
and welfare, and hops you may have many years of useful=-
ness yet bsfore you, and that these years may bring to
you and your family sbundant prosperity and happiness."
(Signed) W. A. Burns, Commissioner for Canada.
Edward Nicholls, Victorian Gevi. Rep.
W. J.Duris, New South Wales Rep.

The address, which was handsomely illuminated and fremed,

was then handed to Sub=- Inigictar Dw, ar, and 8 gold wﬁ§i¢/ J“jr

presented E,o Mrs. Dw,'er../ M\,y (,J"
Sub=-Inspector Dw‘i:?t::::IZ; found &t hard‘to command words

to express his heartfelt thanks to those who had honoured
him with the presentation of that beazutiful Address. In
regard to the discharge of his duties at the Exhibition,
he wished to acknowledge gratefully the efficiency and
willingness of his Staff. He proceeded to allude to

the excellent organisation of police matters connected
with the Exhibition by Commissionsr Dinnie, and referred
especially to the arrangements for watching the arrivel
and movements of undesirable visitors from other shores.
The fact that there had not been & single pocket “picked™
at the Exhibition, and no crime worth mentioning committed
alsc reflected great credit on the community, and constit-
uted something of a record« He was very grateful to the
exhibitors and others for the courtesy that had always been
shown him. Finally, on behalf of Mrs. Dwyer, he thanked
the contributors for the beautiful present which they had
given her.

A short toast list was then honoured in the course of which
Ur. Edinger ("Wonderland") and Mr. E. J. Righton, on behalf
of the Exhibition Staff, added their tributes to the personal
and official worth of the Sub-Inspector. Mr. Harry Kerrigan
and Mr. W- E. Low, representing Mr. Tom Pollard, Director

of Entertainments, expressed similar sentiments, and, after
the singing of the National Anthem, the gathering dispersed
with hearty cheers for Sub-Insnvector Dwyer and Mrs. Dwyer."

The Exhibition over, I ceme back to the humdrum life of the
City, a big diffsrence to the life gnd gaiety of the Exhibition.

e e .
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On the 12th of August (Grend Netional Day) I was ordered to
procesed to Nepisr to relisve the Inspector there who w
wag kept there for over four months. I visited every part of the
district, from Woodville to Port Awanui, twice, and made meny
acqueintances, both in Hawkes Bay and Poverty Bay.

The end of the following February I w=s ordered to proceed to
Gisborne and hold an inguiry into what was then kmown as the "Gisborne
Police Scandal." I was only a Sub-Inspector and I could never under-
stand why the Department called upon me, when there were Inspectors
in Christehurch, Wellington, Wenganui and Napier.

When I arrived in Gisborne I was met with all kinds of oppos-
ition by the Police and their immediate friends. I had to wire to
Nepier for a relisble Sergeant to assist me. The inquiry lasted four
clear days, and I must say here that it was the toughest job I ever had
to do with in the Police. I had to examine some 28 witnesses, and
take down their evidence myself. Some of the evidence was scandalous.
Tt took me a clear day to summarize the evidence and furnish my report.

Instead of the principal offenders being dismissed from the
Service, only a Consteble wes dismissed, the Detective reduced to a
Constable, and the Sergeant in charge transferred. The inept way
in which these offenders were dealt with did not help the Head of
the Police at the 1909 Police Commission.

When I handed my rsport with the evidence tec the Commissioner
and the Minister of Justice, bath complimented me on the way I per=-

formed the work.

The Saving of two Children from Drowning.

On the 26th December, 1905 (Boxing Dmy) & Monster Picnic

was held in the Canterbury Jockey Club's grounds at Riccarton, about
four miles from Christchurch. Over 5,000 people attended. The
picnic was organised by the Catholic Communiiy of Christchurch. Some
time previously, the Jockey Club had formed a lake in the grounds,

and this had only been filled in a few days prior to the picnic. The
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Picnic Committee was warnmed as to the danger of children falling
into the lake and men were told off by the comnmittee to protect it.
For some reason, these men were late in taking up their posts. A
child 2 years' old (in charge of its sister, a girl of 12) wendersd
into the lake, and in a second was in trouble. The sister plu
in after ths child but, being unable to swim, she too sank with the
child in eight feet of water. My son Phil (then 14 years' old )
saw the mishap from the grandstand (as well as others) and he rushed
to the spot, pulled off his coat and vest and dived into the place
where he saw the children disappear, end was lucky enough to get a
grip of the girl's heir, and was able to drag her to the surface.

She held the child locked in her embrace, and the lad swam with both

to the bank. Mrs. Dwyer saw the lad struggling in the water and

eried out to me that Phil was drowning in the lake. I ren to the
nearsst bridge, bounded over the fence add wes at the spot in a
minutes Both children were thsn unconscious, the small child in a
very bad way, having turned quite black. A Nurse took charge of the
girl, and I took over the child, and followed out the Silvister method
of restoring respiration, and after working at the child for 20 minutes
it commenced to breathe, and I knew then that it was out of danger.
When this fact became known to the crowd a wild demonwtration was set
up in recognition of the boy's bravery - the father coming in for a
sharse. The lad went to a friend's house nearby to change his wet
elothing. He kept out of the way of the crowd, and did not want

any fuss so he said.

He received the Hoyal Humane Society of New Zetland's Award
for Braverye. The Picnic Committee presented him with & Gold Medel,
and the Reverend Dr.GRimes, Roman Catholiec Bishop of Christchurch,
publicly presented him with a book "The Castles and Abteys of England ."
The public presentation of the Royal Humane Society's Award was made
in His Mejesty's Thhatre (now the Civie). The Mayor of Christchurch,
(Mr. G. Payling) made the presentation and among other things he said,
"He was asked by the Society to make - - tation to Master Dwyer,

50 the recipient being

50 young." The newspaper report is quoted below:=-
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“The presanta f the Hoyal Humene Socieiy's

icate to g jwyer, son of Sub-Inspector JuJ

this city, who resct two children from drov

Riccarton some time ego, was made by the Mayor of
Christchurch (Mr. G. Payling) at the Spanish=Columbian
Festival, in His Mejesty's Theatre last night. Master
Dwyer was alsc the reciplent of a Gold Medal from the
comiittee of the sports which the children were attend-
ing when they fell into the water.

In making the presentations, the Mayor said that though
the feeling that one had been the means of saving the
life of a fellow creature was ample rewerd, provision
d bisaly, he thou:nt, been made for publicly honouring
those who had risked their lives to save others. This
was done here through & most excellent organisation, the
Royal Humane Society of New Zealand. That body awarded
medals and certificates for saving life or for attempts
made to do so. These were s&lways presented in as publie
a mauner &s possible, so that due honour should be rendersd
to bravery. Prior to the establishment of the New Zealand
Soclety, the Humane Society of Australasia dealt with cases
brought under its notice, and medals etc. were sent through
the Government, who arranged for the presentation. Now,
however, they had a society of their own which investigated
and decided upon cages brought before it. The Investigat-
ion Committee to whom the work of recommending awards was
committed were exceedingly careful and searching in their
enquiries, and, therefore, it was that the medals and cer-
tificates awarded by the Royzl Humane Society of New Zesaland
were sc highly vealued . It wgs at the request of the Society
that he, as Meyor of the City, was thers i
sent their certificete to Maester Dwyer. He did so with
the greatest pleasure, and the more so that the recipient
WES S0 young. It unaued great intrepidity on the part of
& lad that he should have risked his 1life to save others
in such & courageous way. He congratuleted lMaster Dwyer
baving besn the means of saving life, and his family
possessing a member who had thus early displayed such
uck and resourcefulness. That courzye was the heritage
the Anglo-Saxon race, =nd the comnunity should feel
oroud that Master Dwyer had so eerly exhibited this quality
in such a noble manner. He trusted he might live lcn; to
possess this honourable distinction which was one
noblest that anyons could possess.

Sub-Inspector Dwyer replied on behelf of his son.

Valedictory Conversazione .

"The nlexawara Hall was filled to overflowing last night,

on the occasion of the veledictory conversazione to His
Lordship Bishop ..1wa i to his departure today for
Rome . In addition t arge and representative gethering
of the laity, there were & number of priests pres W
cheir wes occupied by Kr. P. Pendsr.
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r by Sub-Inspector Dwyer
t}ie of the public towards the police :
f effeirs that, unless checked,
sarious menace to the good order of the
fﬁﬁlkh di ';ls,aa towards the police of late wes, he
very Lad, and he was afraild this hostility was growdng.
believed some mem would stand complacently by and see &
policemen kieked to degth. Such an indictment of a section
of the public deserves the more attention beeause it comes
from en officer of long and varied experience, whose intimste
gcquaintence with humen nature is not likely to lead him to
exaggerate any te"pnrar" ebullition of feeling on the part of
a crowd. Christchurch has for long years borne & good reput-
ation for the law *abl&lné character of itw residents, but in
every community, even the most peaceble, there is g xr*yw-+ian
whose unruly instinets array them egeinst constituted author-
ity, especially when it takes the form of & policemen. It
mey be that, from some cause or another, this feeling hes
spreed in Christchurch latterly. It is a
which all reputeble citizens, both for
for the credit of the city, should discounts
in their power. TFor if it once became
faith that 2 policeman wes always in
he wes trying to arrest was the u"?u tula
official, to be rescued if p oesibl and
such ujn“&‘kj as is expressed by Luatllng and "booing",
should be within meassureble iirt ance of mob law and all
it implies. There was not the faintest excuse for the con-
duct of the crowd on Thursday evening ;19 men with whom
such unnecessary sympathy was exp 1 been aeting in =
manner calculsted to endenger if not the lives, of
cther people, 2nd the police v~r) properly took them in charge.
Thgfact that it needed five constables to decl with two offend-
ers was due partly to the disgraceful conduct of the crowd
and partly tc the adventageous position occupied by th;
who were being arrested. The police have oftan Qlfil
duties to perform, and it will be admitted ti
majority of instances they carry thsm out wi
bearance. But their tesk will become much
if they cennot reckon on the moral, if
of the public. We trust, for the repu
thaet the warning by the Bench yesterday
effecty and that we shall have no more pu
uncelled for hostility towards the police."

It can be seid that, in many instances, indiscreet end

action on the part of some policemen bring on trouble

person by G.G. Stead

tact and forbeerance.

Champion,

At about 10 p.m. on Saturday night, the 25th January

’
tels and shops were closing, I was standing talking to

3 i's Grain end Seed Store (now Hallenstein's ) when
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Lloyd and thrse or four companions came out of the Cafe de Paris Hotel.
Lloyd hed a bottle of beer, and this he was brandishing about.
passed me, he gave me a poke with the bottle in the neck.
to mind what he was doing, end not to be acting the blackguard. He
came back and pointed the bottle at my fade and said "I'1ll poke you in
Desesosy eye with it." hought he was going to do so, and I struck
it out of his hand with a blackthorn stick s carrying, and mad
smithereens of it on the footpath. This enraged him end he s=id "Is
this your Beceecesgame? I said, "You know who
1ift a hand to me you'll suffe ol & Scarcely
of my mouth when he struck me & swinging blow right
blow sent a thousand sters into my eyes, but I did
bhave cut him with the stick, but I dare not use it as I might seriously

and, as he was meking another

injure him, I threw my stic
swinging blow et me I sid
catch-as-catch-can hold. I pulled him out into the middle of the
street, and with three times my ususl strength I lifted him bodily
the ground end threw him on his face, and put the grip on him, end
my whole weight on his back held him sefe. By this time, & large
hed ccllected end some of Lloyd's friends wanted to interfere, bu
others who saw the whole thing would not allow them to interfere.
was one men in the crowd (whose name I was never al to find out)
made & ring, and said to the crowd that I should 1} feir play.
spotted a cabman in the crowd named Drury, end I told
fetch his cab, and he did so. At this
that I was hurting him, and said he would go with me gquietly
him on his feet. The crowd too esked me to allow him on his

No sooner was he relecsed and on his feet when he

at me.
end threw him

on his face and put the same grip on hin my action wes approved of
by the crowd. At this time, two my men arrived, and we

difficulty in putting him into the cab. To some,

possible that I could do what I have stated, as Lloyd's weight

coxing engagements wes 13 si lbs. and my weight then was
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There are two men living in Christchurch woday who
whole affair. They are Jim Wallace, of the Grand
Mahoney (Horse Trainer - & boxer himself, in his day

I sent the prisoner to the lock-up with the two Constables.
After recovering my hat and stick (sa
sav & doctor. The blow on my mouth that I received from Lloyd
loosened all my front teeth and sent & tooth through my upper lip.
When I errived at the Station I was greatly surprised to find my
gold wetch chain and diamond locket, which were torn from my watch
in the struggle, ewaiting me. I must say here that the crowd treated
me exceptionally well.

Next morning, Sundey, Lloyd sent for me to the cell, &and he

wes then bathing his swollen leg in hot water. This was spréained
in the struggle. When he saw me, he commenced to cey and said "I'll
be gaeled for this." I said, "You ought to be™. He sazid, "I would
not mind for myself, but I am the only support of my poor old mother.®
I seid, "You should have thought of that last night. You were not
drunk by any means. You kmew well what you were doing, you knew me.
If you didn't, I told you."

The cese came on next morning, Mr. J. Cassidy appeari
accused. I did e thing thet morning that I'd never think
if the case wes not my own. I went and saw the Magistrat
end he saw my mouth, and he had congratulated me on my esdape
from more serious injury, I said to hi i doing a thing now thet
I'd never think of doing if it was & metter between
eny of my men, but a t is a matter betwean myself end the prisonmer
I would ask you mot to send him to geol. He is in steady employment
and is the only support of his old mother."

The case was called on, and the prisoner pleaded guilty to
the charge (tl ed of stating the facts
from my place in Cot I stepped into

to be sworn so that I'd give all the facts on oath.

When I got back to my place, I had a di tisfied look from

Mr. Day. I could see that he thought it was & clear case for gaol.
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It was not g rally known that this Jack Lloyd was a nephew of
the noterious Bushranger, Ned Kelly. Mrs. Lloyd (nee Mary Kelly ) lived
for years, as an old age pensioner on"the South Belt, @hristchurch, end

died there about four years ago, at an advanced age.

Jack Lloyd went to the Great War, and returns
end died here about 10 years ago.
After his conviction, he was disqualified for twelve months by the

Boxing Association. When he trisd to come back, his leg always ceme

egainst him.

On the 14th of the following August (National Day again) I w
ordered to proceed to Nepier at once, and take over the district, the
Inspedtor there being suspended from duty . I remained in Nepier until
the beginning of January when I was promoted Inspector, end appointed to
the permenent charge of the district. I retumed to Christchurch for
the family, and our belongings.

On the eve of our departure, Mrs. Dwyer wus presented by her
friends with a "Silver Caddy™ inscribed, containing One Hundred and
Thirty Sovereigns. The presentation took place in the Chamber of Commerce,
and wgs mede by R. C. Bishop Esqr. who ssid that Mr. and Mrs. Dwyer's
friends could not allow the opportunity to pass without showing in a
small way the high esteem that they were held in by their Christchurch
friends. He congratulated Mr. Dwyer on his well-esrnsd promoticn and

wished them hoth every happiness end success in their new houe.(A;pl-use.)

Mr. Bishop then presented Mrs. Dwyer with & Silver Tes Caddy

filled with what he termed "Golden Tips." The Caddy bore the following
inscription:-

"Presented to Mrs. John Dwyer by a few Christchurch
Eriends on the oceasion of the departure of Inspect-
or Dwyer and herself from Christchurch to Napier,
February, 1909.%

ar

lr. W. Hayward briefly responded on behalf of Mrs. Dwyer.

For dispiplinary reasons, I took no part in the proceedings.,

-

The following is a Copy ol newspaper extract:-
"A number of friends of Inspector Dwyer and irs.
Dwyer assembled in the Chamber of Commerce Hall,
Christchurch, on Mondey morning, for the purpose
of making a presentation to the latter (states
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g News). Mr.

those present

congratulations

promoticn.

ettend that day, for the police
e very stringent character, and perhaps it wa:s as
well that that wes so. That, however, did not make
the fact any the less, that in honouring Mrs. Dwyer
they were honouring ske Inspectior Dwyer as well.
(Applause). They wished Inspector end Mrs. Dwyer
happiness and success in the new city to which they
were going, and they could net allew the opportunity
tc pass without glving some little souvenir of Mr.
end Mrs. Dwyer' s residence in Christchurch. They
desired to express, through Mrs. Dwyer, the high
esteen in which her husband was held by his Christ-
church friends, and their heattiest congratulations
upon his promotion. (Applause.) Mr. Bishop then
presented Mrs. Dwyer with a smell silver tea caddy,
filled with what he termed "golden tips." (The
caddy bore the inscription described above. ).

I got on very well with the people of Hawkes Bay during
the four years I was stetioned there. I liked the climate of
Hawkes Bay immensely.

There were many heppenings during my time in Hawkes Bay,
but one in particular I must give & place to here.

the

The Woodville Baby Murder Case.

The facts of the case are es follows:=-

A man and & women worked for a farmer at Akatea, a
country district between Dannevirke and the Coast. The proprietor
of the farm and his wife knew the tionship that existed beiween
the two. They left théa district he same day, with the ostens-
ible object of getting married. They journeyed to Woodville and
put up there at a boarding-house. They only
days, and the women shifted to 2 smell hetel in the township. She

wes only two days in the hotel, and about 6 o'clock on the second

morning the lendlady heard the cry of (apparently) a new-born baby,

and about five minutes after she sew a men (whom she identified)
leave the room, carrying e green parcel under his coat. Three days
after this, a green geme beg containing the body of a newly-born

child was found, & cord tightly tied rcund the child's neck, giving
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the indication that the child was strangled. An Inquest was opened,
end the Doctor who held the post-mortem, testified that the child was
born allve, and was strangled with a cord tightly tied around its
meck. I put Detective Butler on the job of working up the evidence,
and he put together ome of the strongest cases I have had to do with.
The green game bag that the body was found in was identified by a
saddler in Woodville who made the bag himself and sold it to the
eccused man, whom he fully identified. It was elso shown that the
accused tried to purchase & hold-all in two other saddlers' shops

in Woodville, but such articles were not stocked. In depositing the
beg containing the infant child in a culvert in the Reilway line, the
person had to climb over & seven strand barbed wire fence, a feat
only an active person could perform.

The preliminary hearing, which I conducted, of the charge
murder preferred ageinst both accused was taken in the Woodville
Magistrate's Court, end, as I have said before, the evidence was
compdete. Both were commitited for triel to the Napier Supreme
Court, and at the hearing of the charges at that Court, the prisoners
were jointly indicted for murder. Judge Chapmen was the Judge pre-
siding. The foreman of the Jury was a Shipping Agent, a German by
birth. When the prisoners were called on to plead to the charge,
the feémale pleaded guilty, and through her, Counsel tried to show
that she committed the deed and that the mele prisoner had nothing
to do with it. The Crown would not accept the woman's plee, and
went on with the charge. The evidence was as clesr as noon-day
and the Judge summed up dead against the male prisoner. The Jury
retired to consider their verdict, and, after two hours' deliberation,

returned to Court {0 snnounce their verdict. His Honour took his

seat on ths Bench to receive it (and I know e brought his "Black Cap"

with him in his pocket). After the ususl question weas put by the
Sheriff to the Foreman, "Gentlemen, have you agreed on your verdiect!i"
The Foreman enswered "Yes". "How say you, have you found the prison-

ers guilty, or not guilty!™ The Foreman answered, "Not Guilty."

The Judge was so taken aback that he ecould not speak for two
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minutes, then he s:zid, "I must accept the verdict in accordance with
law, but I must express my surprise that twelve intelligent men could
bring in such a verdict in the face of the evidence." He did not
thenk the Jury for their services.

I wes told that the Foremarn wes indignent at being sujmoned
a Common Juror, instead of a Grand Juror.

I never spoke to the Judge afterwards that he did not refer

this case.

Cn the 20th May, 1912, I received word to transfer to Dunedin .
The shift meant ma substantisl increase in my selary. TWhen it became
knova thet I was under orders to trensfer to Dunedin, my friends in
Hestings held a maeting to make arrangements to give me & public
ferewdll, and Kr. | Fraser, Ex M.P. for Hawkes Bay,
to manage the affair, and right well he succeeded.
function took the form of a Banguet, got up on a2 lavish scale.

Everything of the best was provided; in fact, there were four male
< = ! ]

waiters in livery. There were over 80 representative citizens of

Fastings and surrounding districts present.
They sent & motor car to my
Dwyer and myself, and after the function was owver brough
to our home in Rapier
The following i ) he letter of invitation I received
from Mr. Praser:-
Hastings Club,
Hawkes Bay, N.Z.
May 26th, 1912,
Dear Dwyer,
With pleasure and regret jour Hasti
you have been given well-earned promeotion. I
a

know that your services are appreciated, but
with regret thzat we part with you.

ngs friends learn that
t is pleasing to us to
t the same time it is

To evidence this, we would like to say farewell in a unison
of voices. Will you, therefore, gieet us on Thursday evening next at
the ®rand Hotel, Hastings, at 8 o'clock and give us an opportunity of
saeying how little or how much the citizens here appreciate you.

Yours feithfully,
(signed) Alfred L.D. Fraser.
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The following is a copy of the newspaper extract:-

"Eloguent tribute to the success which has attended

the administration of Police Imspecter Dwyer in the

wkes Bay district, and to the high position he

occupies in the public estimation was testified at
Hastings last evening, when the Imnspector wes enter-
teined at the Grand Hotel by his Hestings friends.

The attendance, numbering over seventy persons, was
fully representative of all sections of the comnunity.
Mr. A. L. D. Fraser presided, and with him occupying
the seats of honour were the guest of the evening,
Inspector Dwyer, and Mr. Judge Gilfedder. Apologies
for their unavoidable absence were received from lir.
H. M. Campbell, K.Fe, and Messrs. G. F. Donnelly,
Stewert Waddell end Val. Hoadley, all of whom regretted
the Inspector's departure, and wished him ell success
end happiness in his new sphere of lebour.

In the course of a eulogistic speech, the Cheirmen said
they had the honour to have associmted with them that
evening one who held one of the most important positions
in public 2ife, and he could say that on no previous
occesion in the history of Hastings had he seen such a
representative gathering as was assembled that night.

It was & compliment to Inspector Dwyer that wags well
deserved, (Applause.) and would bear good fruit to
others in the same department as himself, inasmuch as

it would prove to them that, when e man fgithfully and
honourably carries out his duties, he was appreciated

by the public, who were prepared to ecknowkédge his
worth. They hzd met Inspector Dwyer in the position

of an Officer of the Crown, which was second to none

in its importance and in its delicacy of manipulation,
and they had known him as a citizen. He could look
back over 36 years when & little band of men were

driven from their native land by its tyrannicel laws,
end had to do what so many had done since, and carve

out their destinations elsewhere. They had come to

New Zealend, he wes proud to say, to better themselves,
gnd had also bettered MNew Zesaland, and in this regard

he wes pleased to see present Mr. Daniel C'Reilly, who
wes & shipmate of Inspector Dwyer's when they were
thrown upon the welcome shores of New Zealeand without a
penny, but full of that energy and bull-dog pertinacity
which hed cerried them through with honours. New
Zeeland had seen all claases of pioneers, and Inspectiop
Dwyer wes one of those who, by his integrity, wes in &
proud position today, honoured end respected in the
community. (Applause.) In Gilbertian words, “a police-
men's lot was not & happy one", but he was justified in
gaying that the men who were now pleced in the position
of preserving law znd order were men of much higher ideals
than those of many yeers ago. Today the Dominion was
policed with a class of men who joined hand in hend with
the Community end seid, "If you will help us we will help
you", and the consequence wes that law end order were
upheld-(hpplause.) Inspector Dwyer had been an exemple
to those under him by his honourable metheds of discharging
his duties, methods which had won admiration wherever hB
went.

In asking the Inspector to accept on behalf of his wife

a silver tea service, bearing an inscription "From ycur
Hestings friends, 1912" and a pair of opera glasses, Mr.
Fraser said he felt We was voicing the sentiments of
everyone in theformmunity when he said that they parted with
the Inspector with pleasurzble regret, pleased that his
services were being recognised by his promotion, regret at
the deperture of

an Tl rY ¥ r Al 2L L
n eble officer and sterling citizen.(Applaus )«
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"Mr. Fraser also asked Mr. Dwyer to acceyt an autograph
the
ipnatures of those present, and ronoa the health of

s

"Cur Guest"™ which was tossted with music ”1 honours.

Judge Gilfedder said a policemen hed often to perform dis-
agreeable and Iirksome utl's, and when it wes seen that he
endesvoured to carry out those duties and give the satis-
faction to the Department tnat Inspector Dwyer had given

it wes a source of gratificetion. Inspector Dwyer was

born, not with e spoon in his mouth but a ladder, and he

hed climbed to the tep rung. (Applause.) On this he

desired to compliment him. They had heen intimate friends
for eleven years, and he was plessed to hear of his premotion.
He believed that throughout the Dominion the police discharged
their duties with a thoroughness that did them credit.

knew Inspector Dwyer's successor (Ir ecter V'JJ 1wvan)

he felt surs that the lattsr w who woula

iation of the people of Hawkes Bay.

Mr. E+ H. Williams heartily congratulated the Inspesctor on his
promotion, and slthough they were sorry he was leaving Hewkes
Bay it had to be borne in mind that it was the Inspedior's own
fault. He wes such sn able cfficer, and his ideals of his
public duties were so high as to warrant *az promotion.(Applause.)
He hoped he would rise still higher in the service, and reach
the top of the tree. He had been brought into close coniact
with Inspector Dwyer on one occesion when Mr. Cornford (The
Crowmn Prosecutor of Iap$ar) was laid asied with illness and
had been good enough to ask the speaker to conduct the criminal
prosecutions at tha Supreme Court. On that occasion, he found
twat, as far es experisnce went, the Inspector was a men of
narked ability, end helped the Crown Prosedutor in a consider-
aeble degree. He was always feir and that was one of ths besti
qualities that a men, holding his particular position, could
have (Applause.) A remark had been made thgt in years gone
by the desire &6 the police was to persscute and not to prosec=-
ute, but it hed to be remembered that, in conducting a prosec-
ution, the police had not only the individual, but the whole
uomnuw1tj, to consider Inspector Dwyer would be able to
ick with pleasure to his career in Hawkes Bay and,
hough he (Mr. Williams) had no brief to speak for the
rofession, he was sure he was interprating their
he wished Inspector Dwyer and his wife all
future happiness and prosperity. (Applause.)

kr. We P. Archibald (The Hon. J. D. Ormond's Manager) speak-
ing on behalf of the racing community, apropos of & remark
which had been made by & previous speaker, said that the
generos ity of the racing men in New Zealend was unaxcelled.
Referring to Inspector Dwyer, lir. Arcnibald said that a men
who was not & good spert was not & good men, and it was be-
cause Inspector Dwyer was & thorough sport that he was such
an eble man. (Applause.)

Mr.W. J. Vhite also added a tribute to the encomiums paid
to the Imspector for his sterling qualitiess« He had met
Inspector Dwyer on memy occasions in the practice of his
profession, and had always known him to show the grestest
consideration for opposing counsel, and to hold the sceles
of justice evenly balanced between the prisoner on the one
hand and the Crowm on the other.(Applause.)

Mr. Charles Hughes, senior Justice of the Peace, Mr. T. M.
lawlor (Hastings Courthouse Staff) Mr. C. L. Mackersey (
representing the Boxing Assu.) Mr. T. P. Blake (on behalf
of the Native Racs) and Mr. A. A. George also added their
meed of praise to the Inspector's work.




"In reply, Inspector Dwyer, who was received with loud
applause, thenked the various spesakers for their kind
remarks, also the people of Hastings for their handsome
presents which he assured them his wife would cherish,
The promotion he had received was a substantial one.
His removal was not of his own seeking, and he could
have happily remained in Hawkes Bay . However, the
Department thought otherwise, end he had to leave where
he had been so well treated. Continuing, Mr. Dwyer
said great power rested with a police Inspecior, and
if he msed that power tactfully and judiciouwly he beceme
e useful member of the community, whilst on the other
hand if he mcted with severity snd indiscretiom his
usafulness was impeired. Hawkes Bay was a crimeless
district, and possessed & sober community, end the
result wes that his sojourn here had been one long
holiday end & path of roses. He agein thanked the
speckers for their very flattering remarks and said
that if he had such a competent and loyal staff of
onstables, sergeants end detectives as he had had at
Napier his work in Dunedin would be a great pleasure.

Inspector Dwyer them proposed the health of the Chdirman
in felicitous terms, and Mr. Fraser replied.

During the evening recitations were contributed by
Messrs. J. A. Gallagher and T. West, and songs by HNr.
Vickers, lr. Brownhill presiding at the pimno."

- -

At this time, the borough of Hastings was advancing rapidly,
and a certain amount of rivalry existed between itself and Napier.

Hastings wes in the better position, as it had all the weaslthy stations

of Hawkes Bay behind it. BEveryone was then happy and prosperous.

The day before I left Napier was a busy day for me . In
the morning of the 11th June I was farewslled by the "Justices" and
later by the Lew Society. In the afterncon I was farew lled by the
public, and Mrs. Dwyer was presented with a purse of T5 sovereigns.
In the evening I was farewelled by the Police of the district.

The follewing are copiew of the newspaper extracis dealing
with the various functions:=

"Farewell from Justices:

“"A number of Justicew of the Peace together with
Mr. 5. B« McCarthy , S.M., &ssembled at the Napier
Courthouse yesterdsy morning to bid farewell to
Inspector Dwyer who leaves tomorrow to take up his
duties as Inspector of Folice at Dunedin.

Mr. 5. E. NcCarthy, S.M., said they had met to say
goodbye to Inspsctor Dwyer. Tha Justices of this
town thought that, on his promotion to 2 more im-
portant centre, it was fitting that they should
tender him their congratulations and express their
regret at his leaving the district. Inspector
Dwyer had always met all classes of people with

taect and impartiality. In conclusion, Mr. KcCarthy
expressed his regret at Inspector Dwyer's departurs,
end congratulated him on the fact that the author-

ities hed decided to give him a better nositioM
F < .
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J. 3. Large, J+P. Thomsen, 5. McLernon
H. Sheath elso referrsd in flattering terms
he good qualities of Inspector Dwyer, stating
had always been the friend of the people and
his work zeaslously &s an officer of the
department.

Inspector Dwyer thanked the speekers for their very
kind remerks. During the four years he had been
stationed in Napisr he had striven to do his best.

He had always had the support of the Megistrate end
the Justices of the Pezce when conducting business

in the Court. Inspector Dwyer concluded by again
thanking the Justices for their kind words of farewell.

Mr. McCarthy said that he forgot to mention that dur-
ing the last three years there had been a greati de~-
crease in crime dus to the energies of the police.

Inspector Dwyer replied that the decisions of the
Justices had always been satisfactory, and he had
never knovm of a judgment to be gquestioned.™

Presentation to Mrs. Dwyer:-

"A pleasant little function took place later in the
morning at the Mayor's room when & number of Napier's
leading citizens gathered to honour Inspector Dwyer

and maeke a presentation to lrs. Dwyer. Mrs. J. Higgins
attended with Mrs. Dwyer.

Mr. John Higgins, who presifled, said it gave him great
plecsurs to see so many present. The population of
Napier had increased, but cruzu hed decreased, a fact
which was largely due to the tact and sincerity of
Inspsctor Dwyer. He knew ho; to control the men under
him. Inspector Dwyer was "out on his ocwn." lMr.
Higgins then called on His uor hi; the Mayor, Mr. J.
Vigor Brown, M.P. to speak on behalf of the citizens
Napier.

~

D1

1‘he Mayor said that all present kmew that Inspector
Dwyer had been called away to one of the most important
appointments in the police service in New Zealand. lr.
Brown regretted the departure, but he was plea sed to
know that Inspector Dwyer was the man choaen by the
Government for the position. He had always been
careful and judicious in carcying out his iuties
irrespective of the people he came in condact with.
The speaker then stated that he had been asked to
present to Mrs. Dwyer &. purse of sovereigns as a
token of the esteem of the residents of Kapier.
The Mayor wished Inspector and Mrs. Dwyer a pleasant
and prosperous time in Dunedin, end expressed tna
hope that the Inspector would enjoy the best of health
#io enable him to earry out his onerous duties.

Msssrs. W. Plowman and J. McVay endorsed the sentiments
expressed by the liayor, end wished Inspector Dwyer success
in his new sphers,

The Chairman proposed the toast of the guests, which was
duly honoured and rec91vad with cheers.

Inspector Dwyer, who was greeted with applause on ris ﬂg,
said he had to thank these present for the kind remark

da alh ¥
made about him. It was very comsoling to know that he
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“had the good wishes of the people of Napier. He
deartily thanked the citizens for their generous gifts
to Mrs. Dwyer which she would greatly apprediate. His
promotion was not of his own seeking, and he would have
been guite content had the Depariment passed him over.
In six years' time, Inspector Dwyer seid, he would be
entitled to his full pension, and he was certain that

he would then return to Hawkes Bay to spend the remainder
of his days. He would hmever forget the kindness of His
Worship the Mayor, and he expressed the hope that Mr.
Brown would long be spared to carry out his work for

the advancement of the district.

Mrs. Dwyer also briefly thanked the citizens for their
gift.

The healths of the lMeyor and the Chairman wers &lso drunk
with musical honours."

Solicitors! Farewell:-

"Befors the ordinary business of the Court commenced

in the afternocon, Mr. H. A. Cornford, on bemlf of the
Napier Bar, of which he was proud to be the senior member,
end in accordance with His Worship's permission, stated
thaet he wished to say farewell to their esteemed friend,
Inspector Dwyer. He complimented the Inspector on his
promotion while he exprassed the despest regret at his
removel from Napier. He considered Inspector Dwyer had
always been and wlways would be a satisfactory and fit

and proper person to fill the eminently high position of
Inspector of Police. Inspector Dwyer had had his train-
ing under Inspector Scully, which should be & sufficisnt
guarantee of his ability. It was a pity that the Inspect-
or was leaving Napier, but the Service had higher rewards,
end he was sure Inspector Dwyer would meet with his share.
Mr. Cornford trusted that Inspector Dwyer would cerry with
him remembrances which would be cheering to him all through
his life. On behalf of the Bar, Mr. Coranford wished
Inspector Dwyer health, wealth and happiness.

His Worship stated that it was not 15 years since he first
net Inspector Dwyer, them a Sergeant while he was a Magis-
trate in Central Otago. He had had opportunitiss to watch
the Inspector's work, and when he left Central QOtago it
wes predicted that he would become an Inspector. The
prediction had come true. His Worship joined with the
members of the Bar in congretulating Inspector Dwyer, and
expressed the hope that he would be & s heppy in Dunedin
as he had been in Nupler, and that he would enjoy many
years of useful office, and thereafisr many years of
comfortable retirement."

Inspector Dwyer, in returning thanks, said that since hs
came to Nepier he had received nothing but kindness from
His Worship and the members of the Bar. His stay had been
one long holiday. He hed never met kinder people in his
career. He was grateful to His Worship for the assistarnce
he had always rendered. He had also to *thank the local
Police Force. They had always supporied him and made

his siay in Napier a very pleasant one indeed."

Farewell from the Poligce Force:

"A large number of representatives of the police force in
this district esssepmbled at the Napier Pol

-~

ice Station




“gvening to say farewsll to their chief, Inspector Dwyer,
and to make a presentation to Mrs. Dwyer as a mark of
their esteem for her, and eppreciation of her husband.

the
Sergeant Hogan of Hestings said it had been sponianeous
desire on the part of all members of the pclice force in
this district to make & presentation to Mrs. Dwyer on
the occasion of her husband's promotion to the Inspecter-
ship of the Dumedin district. They were all very sorry
to lose both her and the Inspector, but were glad to know
that he had been called to & higher position in the sertice.
The Inspector had ever been ready and willing to give ad-
vice when asked to those under him, and had always been very
easy to approach. The men, one and all, regretted thet they
were losing Imspector Dwyer end lMrs. Dwyer, and trusted that
they would meet with success and happiness in the south.
Sergeant Hogan then asked lirs. Dwyer to accept & gold necklet
chein to which was attached an artistically designed brooch
set with emethysts and pearls, also & beautiful travelling
rug and a leather brief beg.

Mrs. Dwyer briefly thanked the donors for their veluable
gifts and assured them that she and Inspector Dwyer would be
very sorry to leave them.

Sergeant Cummings said he came to Napier 3§ years ago, and
had always got on well with the Inspector. He was very
sorry that Inspector Dwyer was leaving them, and wes sure
that their loss would be Dunedin's gain. If the Imspector
met with the same loyal support -in Dunedin that he had
received in this district he would have nothipg to regret
in going there. He wished Inspector Dwyegbnd Mrs. Dwyer
every happiness in the future.

~

Detective Kemp, Detective Butler, Constable O'Halloran and
Constable Rosanoski also expressed their regret that
Inspector Dwyer end Mrs. Dwyer were leaving the district.

that if credit had been
awerded to him it had been brought about by the loyaliy of
the men. He thanked the speskers for their kind remarks,
and for their handsome gi to Mrs. Dwyer. He urged the
men to extend the ser ] support &é his successor,
Inspector O 'Donovan, % they had always given to him."

Dunedin, axd nothing
when the rank of




The next event of any importance to oct wes the In-
dus trial Strike of 1913~14.

This Sirike wus the biggest thing of the kind that has
happensd in New Zealand since the big Meritime Strike of 1890-91.

From the time the strike weas declared, it could be seen
that a great deal of bitter feeling and riotous conduct would

followe This is slways to be expected when “special police" are

In Wellington end Auckland, it was the signel for disorder
and bloodshed when the Special Constables appeared in the stireet.
It was not possible for the Police themselvas to meintain law and
order in Wellington and Auckland without the aid of Special Polics.
When some "specials™ are provided with batons, they fancy they are

empowered to do a lot of things, and sometimes their actioms lesd

to trouble that could be aveided by the use of a little forbearance

and reason.

Although Dunedin was the headquarters of the Scamen's
Union I was eble to manage to keep order with my own men without
the aid of Foot or Mounted Specials.

In those days the watersiders and seamen wers not a
vicious combination and, when properly handled, were amenable to
reason. Today, the Police have different elements to cope witn,
Communists and Red Feds who have no respect for the laws of God
or man.

For a few days after the deglaration of the strike I was
kept busy with Mr. Bartholomew, S.M., enrolling and swearing in
Special Constables. We enrolled 600 Foot Specials, and 400
Mounted Spscials. The Mcunted Speciels were billeted in "Tahuna
Park", an! 4deal place for & military camp. The Foot Specials
were sworn in, peraded, their names and addresses teken, and they

then dismissed until called upon, if required.
8 good man with me in Senior Sergeant Dart (now & law practitioner

at Methven). The Senior Sergeant was an axcellent drill and was
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killed in handling men. The Mounted Specials were capably
cormanded by Mr. Lo Hezlett and rosbie Morris. We got on
splendidly, and not & thing would be dome without consulting me.

I had graat luck in the hendling of this strike right through. The
ovmer of the premises where the “Strike Committee" and the “Executive
of the Seemen's Union" met was a nomesake and an old friend of mine,
and she kept me posted in everything that took place at these meet-
ings. Also, I had a friend in the "Gommerce Protection Com ittea™
who kept me informed of what went on at their meetings.

At the Strike Committee's second mesting, & well-known Labour
agitator nemed Steve Boreham, when addressing the meeting, mentioned
name in connection with a matter that occurred in Qamaru, after
time Strikes already refsrred to At th g of

marks, he said “How can we cross & men witn
is what Boreham referred to.

The winter following the Great Maritime Strike, there was real
distress in all sesaport towns, and the dist w in Qamaru that
winter reminds me in & smaller way of the distress and want that I
see around me today.

One night I wes sent for to go to the Queen's Hotel and when
I got there I found seven residents
of rendering mssistance fto those
Gatfield present, the owner of
at Evaline, outside Cemeru, who steted that he had
the finest sheep that ever passed through his hands, and these
at the disposel of the poor, but he did not know how they could be
doled out to shose in need of them. I said I had more time at my
disposal than any of those present, and could undertake the job. I
knew tuaose in distress, end I had a good men in view who would
gssist me. I said to Mr. Gatfield, "If you send in 120 sheep on
Thursday morning to start with, I'll make all arrangements. I
went straight eway and had "locals" inserted &n both newspapers,

TS . I had & gAllows erected in the gaol
ebles in position, borrowed the necess-

1 butcher, and when the sheep

arrived I was well

They were ylendid 1o
J ¢ & splendid lot and not

one
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To those with over three of a family I gave
a whole sheep, and those under three half a sheep At 6 o'clock the
120 sheap were disposed I rang up Mre. Getfi
more and these were also disposed of. At the time, th

N

cold, and the meat would easily last a week.

e donor of thosebheep was as good-hearted a fellow as ever

lived. He came to Camaru with a large sum of money and spent it in
Qamaru, and eight years after this event I saw him breaking stones on
the roadside at Aramoho, a suburb of Wanganui.
Steve Boreham, previously referred to, lived in Qamaru then and
his two brothers, and i Mrs. Boreham, the mother, lived
on the roadside at Pukeuri In thi
Borehems participatesd, and
Mounted Constable to the old mother. This litile action on my
gained the favour of this noted Labour agitator, Steve Boreham.
One Saturday night, while the s ] 18 on, the
Downie Stewart (late Minister of Finance ) rang me up &t my
stated that some of the strikers were addressing a meeting at
"Cargill Monument", that the streets were blocked with people,
the trams could not run and were held up by the crowd. I told
him I'd be at the in five minutes. When I arrived at
Monument, thi € as the Mgyor had described.
9 o'clock and Constables dnd Sergeants in charge were
=
on, and coming off, duty. I had them halted
I took & Sergeant with me znd approached the speaker, a Victorian,
namsd McGuire, a regular "firebrand." I said, "I hope you won't
put me to the trouble of bringing you before the Court. You see
how the street traffic is blocked, and & serious accidemt mey happen
any moment. You have any amount of room at Vicioria Sguare, and
you cen speak there until you are tired without interrupiion.”
seid he would spsak on where he was. At this moment, Steve Borecham

mounted ths steps of the lonument and sdid "We must obey the Super-
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me to Victoria Square.™ In three minutes there were not 50
eft at the lonument. The Mayor and a friend of his watched
proceedings and, after the crowd had dispersed, came and spoke to me,
and asked me how I mamaged to disperse the crowd without trouble. I
said, "A little'mesmerism" did the business."
All preparations were now being made for the opening of the Port.
I had two telephone connections with "Tehuna™ Park", and a few days
before the Port was opened I gave a "fulse alarm™ to ihe amp of ficers
in order to test the efficiency
I had 200 Mounted Specials beside me at the wharf, and this I consider-
ed highly satisfactory. The Specials were loth to return to Camp
empty~handed.
On the Saturdey night before the opening of the Port I was in-
vited %o attend a meeting the “Commerce Protection Committee." I
took my Sub-Inspector (Fouhy) with me. The Comnittee anncunced that
it had promises from 300 free labourers to work the boats. A member
of the Comuittee (& Mr. Ritchie) was, I was told, opposed to me for
some remson right through the piece. He addressed me by saying "Have
the Harbour and wharves prepared and barricades erected?™

1 said, "I have no plans prepared. I an not a "Sunday Soldier"; only

& policemen, and I am quite sure I am not going to engage in battls.
- | = =1 5

The flimsy barricades erected by the Harbour Boerd on its own account
were swept away like matchwood this morning.
meeting tonight I seriously thought out my intentioms
I intend to use my own men only in protecting the free workers and
keeping order. I have 40 men at my disposal, and I pledge my posit-
ion to pick up all the free laboursrs that mey turn up in eny part
of the city, at any time, day or night, and safely escort them %
he ships they are to work on, and safely protect them there. I
wo telephone connections with the Mounted Camp at "Tahuna Park"
to a false alam on Thursday morning I had 200 Mounted
in 123 minutes, and this wes most

satis f‘.\,’ the sommittee.

The Railway Station was the rendezvous, and 3 a.m. was the
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Superintendent Dwyer, of Canterbury.

Superintendent Dwyer has just been appointed to
succeed Superintendent Kiely in charge of the
Canterbury Police District.




In the mesntime, the Govermment offered & reward of £500

£ 4} syr - § + ~ T fander = ar tvrno DNetectives anc n e g
for the arrest of the offender. I sent two Detectives and & posse
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of police to essist the local men o scour the countryside for the

£ L P , i Tves 71 i | itk Ve b £ s - b L ~ e
of fender. Besides this, I had all outlets from the Ccast to Christ-

church wetched. On the morning of the 15th I received a wire from
Inspecter Cruickshank of Greymouth saying that the movements of a man
giving his name as McMahon were suspicious, and it was supposed that

he was meking for Christchurche Later in the day I received emother

vire from the Inspector saying that MCMahon wes intimate with & bar-

maid of that name in Christchurch. I placed the mati

immediate inquiries.

Morgen O'Brien. That evening ean important thing happened. The

= -y =

guspect srrived 2t the hotel, carrying & large travelling case

r
-

and this he took into the office, and placed it up ageinst the

safe. Mr.0'Brien, wentin

case, and finding it rather

g 19evy, remarked to Mrs. O0'Brien
man hes come from the Coast where that awful murder toock place,
and as the case is hesvy and suspiecious I'll ring up the Super-

What nonsense, isn't he travelling with
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hotel and had tes with Miss Mcliehon (bermaid), and Mr. O'Brien

hotel watching, and when the suspect camse out on the street, they

accested him and took him along to the Detective Qffice in & texi.
The suspect was then cerrying a small case, end , when seated in the

office, Detective Connelly noticed suspect fumbling with the little




case that he had opened, and 2s he wes
ths bag, the Detective grabbed him and seized a revolver that he held.
The revolver was fully loaded. the De td wasn't so quick,
In searching the case,
the Detective found i yntained a block of 100 new One Pound Notes,
numbers identifisbie. It was cleer that we had the right men. I
the barmaid, and, if she tried
bring her to the Station. When the two
placed in
barme
and there found
the contents of the case was displeyed
a great sight. Blocks of £5. and £1. notes &s when they laft
I detained the barmaid as an accomplice but, on full
investigation, I let her go, s the evidence did not warrent her

detention. There was great jubilation over the arrest of the
of fender, both in Christchurch and the West Coast, as it wes real-
£

I came in for many

"William

to be
He was sentenced to death for the
and was hanged in the Lyttelton Geol.
It fell to my lot, with the 3istance of Inspector Cruick=-
shank, to allot the 2500. reward of d the Govermment.
Detectives Connelly and Abbott each got £105. and the rest was

divided amongst those who were

reverd, in accordance with the

Alleged Immorelity On +the banks of the
River Awon in Christchurch.

For over two years, the Council of Churches wrote and com-

pleined about the immoral conduct on the river banks, and kept up

53

lights on the river
then Mayor (Mr. H. Holland) wes in

-k

Churches, in fact, was one of tho




The followin
end what followed at the Council's meeting.
read, and after the publication of these proceedings, complaints
a8 to immorality on the river banks ceased, and there has not been

& complaint sinca.

(Copy of newspaper extract):=-

A Clean City.
Slanders refuted.
The River Banks Question.
Police Superintendent's Report.

The allegations made et the City Council's
tnight ago, by the Rsv. J. J. North, the
ana Mre T«.W. Reese, as a deputstion
f Churches, with regerd to the conduct
on the banks of the Avon, were refuted at +the
's meeting last evening. The Counecil
. report furnished, at its

request, by Police Superintendent J. Dwyer, who was

blunt in his references to the allegations.

Previous Complaints.

Superintendent Dwyer wrote es follows:--

Just two years ago I received the first compleint
(an angnymous one) implying thet immorality wes
carried on by couplas frequenting the river bank

et night. I had the complaint ettended to, and

for nights the river bank was patrolled by ths
police, but no eacts of indemency wers observed.

The next complaint on uuu subject was made verbally
tc me some twenty months ago by the Rev. Mr. Cocksr.
That gentleman complained that he had witnessed an
e&ct of gross indecency by & men end woman on the
river bank, not far from his res*dence. He alsc
complained at the same time that he had frequently
se¢en a man hanging about the river bank near his
house, and he believed this man was acting the part
of bully for some of the women who used the river
bank for the purpose of prostitution. I had
special ettention given this compdaint end hed the
river bank patrolled by plain clothes constables,
detectives, sergeants and comstebles in uniform,

and by the Senior Sergeant, and only on one occcesion
wes it found necessary to detain a couple, & man and
e woman, for alleged indecency on the river bank

et night, but, after the cese was investigated at
the police station, the couple had to be allowed to
go free, as the evidence =gainst them wes not con-
clugive enough to justify their detention. I wish
to mention too that nothing has since been seen of
the elleged bully by either the detectives or the
police, hlthcugn they hade made search to find him.

Frequent Patrols

I next received & letter from you on February 22nd,
1917, informing me that the Reserves Committee had
received a complaint of immorel conduct on the river
bank, especially near the old fire station in Chester
Street, and asking me to give the matter immediate
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"attention. This, I might say, I have done ever since,
and I have even used the Matrons to patrol the river
bank et night, and their reports g0 to show that they
have seen nothing thet they could take exception to.
Every sergeent and constable doing night duty in the
city have for years past furnished me with a report,
&t the end of their fortnight's duty, on the state of
the city, especially on prostitutes emd other undesir-
ables, that they may have seen along, or consorting
wWith others in any part of the city, especially the
river bank. With these reports, and other overwhelm-
ing evidence before me, I am compelled to say that the
complaint that the river bank was a cesspool of immor-
ality was grossly exeggerated, and & libel on the good
neme and fame of the city.

"Peeping Toms."

It is quite possible that scts of indecency have been
witnessed on the river bank. I also believe it to e
possible for = man who adopts the role of "Peeping
Tow", and watches from behind = bush every couple who
may come along, may be lucky enough to see something
to satisfy his morbid mind, and reward him for his
m®ins, There are now no known brothels in the city,
end I am justified in saying that Christchurch today
is singularly clean in this respect.

The llegitimacy statistics for the four citics of the
Dominion in 1917, published some days age, conclusively
show that Christchurch is the most morel city of the
lot.

During the past fortnight, I have had the river banks
specielly patrolled by plain clothes police. Numercus
couples were to be seen along the river bank, lying
about end sitting under the trees, sometimes in esch
other's embrace, but nothing wes seen that the narrowest-
minded person could take exception to. The sight of

the white frill of a petticoat is no proof that the
wearer was in the act of comuittiing sin."

=

The Report Endorsed.

Cre. E. J. Howard moved that the report be received, and
the Police thanked for it. He believed the report to
be sbsolutely true. It had come as & surprise to him
to find that the Mayor had permitted the city o be
slendered at the last meeting. As a wan who had
"knocked sbout the world some"™, he declared unhesitat-
ingly Bhat Christchurch was one of the cleanest cities
in the world. Cr. Howard also chidsed public men who
defemed the city in which they lived, and paid a tribute
to the feirness of the Police.

@r. P. R. Climie seconded the motion. He thought the
stetements made gt the preceding meeting were grossly
exaggerated. He had lived in most cities in New
Zealand, end considered Christchurch the cleanest. An
unnecessary slur had been cast on the good name of the
city, and it behoved every public man to combat the
false statements which had been mede.

The Mayor said he stood by what he had seid before.
He had seen acts of immorality. n leaving the
Council Chambers after the previous meeting the
deputetion had patrolled the river bank, and in the
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“very places indicated by it had seen acts of immorelity.

Cr. Howaerd's motion was carried.”

Visit of the Prince of Wales to Christchurch.

For days before the Prince's visit to Christchurch extensive
preparations for according him a royal reception were carried on,
bunting eand flags flying everywhere. People flocked toc the city
from all parts, deys before the eve Hotels &nd accomodation
houses were packed, end never before, or since, were sc¢c meny people
gathered together in Christchurch.

On the evening of his arrival the : m the Railway

ion o the Christchurch Club (whers
crowded with people, and so wes every position of

The Police car, containing the Commissioner of Folice end
myself, led the van, and the best of order prevailed. The people
of Christchurch did everything to make the Prince's stay in Christ-
church a pleasant one. A Race Meeting was promoted for his pleasure,
end he fully enjoyed the racing - in fact, he started two races.

I made frisnds with the Prince's
Inspecter Clerkson, end on Race Day we
end at the end of the day we showed a profit.

The morning that the Prince left Christchurch the seme crowds
were present. The Railway Station was crowded, notwithstending the
fact that only privileged people were allowed on. About ten minutes
after the Prince's arrival at the Railway Stetion, he sent for me,
and wermly shook my hand, and congratulated me on the police arrange-
ments, and the order and comfort prevailing
gseid he would have liked to have remained a few' dsys longer in
Christchurch as it reminded him more of the Home Land than any place

As the Royal Train was about to depart, the Prince
gin sent for me, and, while standing on the carriage platform, he

mall bluish case and said, "Take this as a wemento of
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my visit to Christchurch." He again warmly shook my hand end said,

" Sy o - : .
"I wish you every luck." The people around were astounded et the

honour hs showed me.




Andrew Burns, then reporter, wes &1)1 the time &n eve wit-
ness, end was the first person to see the Pin after it was presented

to me, and it wes he who wrote the following "locel":-

18th May, 1920:

"The happiest man in Christchurch as the Royal train
steemed out was Superintendent Dwyer, of the Chriat—
caurch Police. He was left standing with a 1ittle
narrow case which the Prince pressed into his hand
with a hearty handshake as the train was actually
moving. Mr. Dwyer hastened to open the case end
found that it contained a gold tie pin. The head
wes oval end the edge of milled gold, while the
centre was of red semi-transparent nnameW with
white: Prince of Weles feethers let into the ensmel
end the scroll with the motto in green ensmel. The
gift was a beautiful memento, and it was rendered
in recognition of the excellent work of the police
in Christchurch. Previously, on the railway plet-
form, the Prince had shaken hands with Mr. Dwyer
and conr“ﬁ*ulated him on the traffic and other
arrangements. On entering his carriage the Prince
sent £or Mr. Dwyer, who was actually the last man to
say goodbye."

Now comes the near approach of my retirement, and the
crowaing event in my police career.

The 30th of June wes the day when I was to retire on
8ix months' leave on full pay, and return to private 1life on the

1st January, 1922, after 43 years' service.

My Final Perade of the Canterbury

The following copy of mewspaper cut ting
account of that event:

"After forty-three years' service in the Police
Force of the Dominion, Super n:»n'rrt John Dwyer
rellnqu15394 his office yesterday as head of the
Centerbury Folice Division. He euters today on
S_A months' leave of absence, ah the end of which
e will retire, at the age of sixty-five, in
acc0'1 nce with the reguletions. He intends o
reside in Christchurch, but he will
abroad for = holidey in the springtime .
intended to mark his sixteen years' service in
Christchurch by & public testimonial and present-
B.‘tlcn.
Final Ferede.

Supsrintendent Dwyer attended his last Ferade
yesterday after con, when of ficers end men from
all parts of t ¢city and suburbs asgembled in
the police yard, énd were addressed by their
chief. 'This will be the last occasion, !
said Superintendent Dvger, ‘on which it will be
my privilege to superviee your monthly parsde.
I would like %o say a few words befors handing

over the control of the division to Superintendent




- T4 o

"Hendrey, who succeeds me. First of all, I have to
congratulate Mr. Hendrey on his promotion, and
secondly, I have to thank him for the able ascistance
he has given me since he came to Christchurch. He

nas relieved me of most of my regular work, thereby
giving me the opportunity to wesn myself from the
cares &nd ettachments of office. I have to thank
the men of 211 ranks in the district for the loyal
support and help they have always given me, enabling
me to carry out my duties - the senior sergeant, the
sergeants of the city and suburbs, and the men under
them. I have elsc to thank the senior-sergeant at
Lyttelton and his s#aff for the work they are doing

in suppressing pilfering of all kinds on the water-
front. I have glso to thank the chisf-detective and
his staff for the able support that he end his men
heve alweys given me, and I congratulate him on the
success that has attended his work, &s of late years
not & single crime hcs been committed in the city that
hes not been brought to light. The grest success of
the detective branch, combined with the efforts of the
uniformed men, enables me to declare that Christchurch
todey is ome of the cleanest and most law-abiding of
eny city of its size eand population this side of the
line. I must also thank the Press of the city for
the many considerations and favours it has always
showvn me during my years in charge of the Centerbury
district, and its fairmess to the police es & body.

In handing over the charge of the division to your

new Superintendent, Mr. Dwyer sdded, I feel that I need
hardly esk you to extend to him the same loyelty that you
have always extended to me. I go onm six months' leave
tomorrow before retiring from the force on January lst
next. In retiring from the position I heve held so

lorg I have nothing on my conscience %o trouble me. I
have clways tried to be fair and just with the men

under me and to be fair and just to tbe publi c. I

never tried to please everyone, as I long since leerned

by experience that that was impossible, and that the men
who hed tried the experiment in this pesition had proved

g feilure."

Superintendent Hendrey thanked lir. Dwyer for the reference
to himself, and szid that on another occasion he snd others
would be able to say something more ebout his retirement.

At the conclusion of the parade, which was one of the
largest on record, three very hearty cheers were given
for the retiring Superintendent."

- — -

Fublic Meetinz Called.

This meeting wes held in the Council Chembers, the Mayor,
Dr. Thacker, prdeiding. The following citizens were elected an

Executive Committee:-~
Dr. Thacker, Mayor & M.P. = Chairmen.
"Alex Boyle, Esqr. - Tressurer.
W. E. Simes, Esqgr. - Secretary,
H. Hollend, Esqr. Ex Meyor.
Geo. Witty, Esqr., M.P.
R. C. Bishop, Esgr.
T. Kincaid, Esqr.
H. J. Otley, Esqr.
R. Ballin, Eaqr,
Mitchell, Esqr.

W, H. R« Smith,

He ywe rd y Lsgr,

Tovn Clery




The Chairman said the mesting wes celled to arrsnge for some

recognition of the good work done by Superintendent Dwyer.
The_ Public rewell.

The following copy 187 per ing give deacription

public farewell tendered to me.

Mr. John Dwyer
Police TForce Service
recognised.

- -

A Public Farewell.

"The lot of & polic icer is t an enviable one
and the officer who can reti after nearly helf a
century's cservice with ige that he h
nothing but the goedwill of all with whom he hes
come in contect must indeed have been an officer
who has combined duty with fact. Such, however,
is the position of Mr. John Dwyer, who recently
relinquished the office of Superintendent of the
Centerbury police, and retired on superannuation,
and last night the ea~Superintendent was farewelled
by a thoroughly representative body of citizens.

™. rsathar ing N r. . - aaamhblar iy +hea
The gathering, a very large one, &ssembled in the

as

(=]
City Council Chamber, and it included meuy of the
best known citizens of Canterbury. The Liaygr,
Dr. Thacker, M.P.y presided. Ex-Supsrintendent
Dwyer, who was accompanied by Hrs. Dwyer, was
loudly applsuded &s he accompanied the layor into

the chambsr. The citizens, some little time ego,
decided to make some tangible recognition of Ex-
Superintendent Dwyer's services to the public, and
an exacutive commitiee was elected which has worked
so heartily in its enterprise that it was eble %o
maks a very substgntiml presentation to Nr. and
Mrs. Dwyer last evening

Dr. Thacker said thet{ ex-Superintendent Dwyer was
of whom all citizens of Christchurch end of
whole Dominion could say Well done, thou good
faithful servant.” | wyar, during his long
police expsrience, had ggined the goodwill of every-
one, and he had been g

I'i".‘--fu..J
(ﬂbkﬁa-—hjc ir. Dwyer had

fallen, and s 1'2_
ays been & prominent fig
of sport™ that had twau;
ha had been stationed.
New Zealand f LnnfulTy and

of that time he

he Canterbury
flh decordted wita th
Dr. Thacker went on




"he sxpressaed the hog hat Mr. and 1.':‘.5. .T.}'.-':'_.-'er would
spend many | i

Wir. W. B, Simes,
thanked the executive )
nad been given to the movement to make Nr yer e '.;;.ole
prescntation. All contributions, he sai had been voluntary,
and had renged frﬂm S/F upwards, yet they were in the hhappy
position of being ¢ hand over to M wyer a cheque for
2700. (Loud Aryl The occemion was both 2 sad and a
happy one, sad I hey were losing an old friend inm
office, and a nfp because Mr. Dwyer wss about to enjoy
8 well-earned r°‘1re Mr. Dwyer had always been the
personification of f-!- irness and impartiali .&pplhuoa.)
He had been no “kid glove man", but had always been seen
leading his men when occasion d ad, while, on the other
hand, he was kindn tself o1 amzujc;. Under
supervision the Ca: E:JJ"Y Pall e had to &
very high standard %4” n the i
Christchurch hed :
Yard( Applause.) ‘r. Dwyer's devotion to
unfailing cot 8y, kindness, and feirness would nsver be
gotien. (A.';lauae). Mr. Simes d a telegrem from the Fo
Commissioner, Mr O'Donovan, in which Mr. O'Donovan re=
gretted his ebsence, and stated that kr. Dwyer had proved
himself a man of the highest character, and his services of
the greatest value, and lr. O*Donoven wished him and Mrs.
Dwyer many years of happiness and Success.
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his

Mr. Simes then stated that, in addition to the cheque for 2700,
an illuminated address had been preparsd fo: ur. Dwyer, with &
piege of plate fwr lrs. Dwyer, to be attac! to an oak suite

of bedroom furniture, which would later be provided Applause.)

=23

1dad +had 4
Gded Tnatv 1n &

never failed,

itty, ! said that Mr. and Mrs. Duyer
rk in the i sts of New S:a’and.

WO

been respect
of all with
wished, he might have
that of Superintendent.

Mr. H. J. Otley added his tribute to ex-Superintendent Dwyerls
gervices, and lir. H. ﬁcll;n' said th for seven years it had

been his great privilege to come in clese contact with ur.

whom he had u;ua;a found & wis ~¢nci;1or and & great

His policy had ever

ok @

prevent rether than
punish ecrime, but when the time came to track

gvil-doer, he had always Desn t He had been

unfailing Bn his kindness and courtesy, and had been of the

greatest mssistancs during ¢ S 3 term as

police force would be much the by the loss

effieleng oificer, who would

nearts of the people of Christchurch.
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kr. R. C. Bishop said that Mr. Dwye
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“a particularly good, kind, humene and human man.

we Gardiner added his tribute to what had been said,
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8 . behalf of i

Crowm Proseduter, who was unable to : g
1llness, spoke of Mr. Dw great assistance to the
Crown law office. Mr. rguson paid a tribute to
lr. Dwyer's predecessors he said, hed proved them-
Selves re 377" "fine f Iri

of thc good old
& 3

cer and a good erend. Sir James Carrcll, in
tic speech, spoke very higaly of Mr. and Mr
ter which the Mayor made he presentation."

Mr. Dwyer's reply.

In the course of a bBrief reply, Mr. Dwyer, who was received
' 8y thanked all and sundry for their good

T presentation. Having gone through hi

cord, he could find nothing to merit sucn kinﬁneaa. He

d been fortunate in heving essociated witl him en effic-

n

1t and loyal staf? s 8nd to them more than to him were due
; ess of the polics 3:ﬁi“15tratien in Canterbury.
& true and devoted helmmeet, who hsd helped
&ny trying end intricate ordeals. {&;plause.)

S look upon that evening %8 the crowning

A

he singing of "For He's A Jolly Go
National Anthem, with ﬂnsﬂra for

y— 3
0
v

Fellow" anda the

-
mMe rint lant Hand was
perintendent AeNATrey,
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&“re Uwyer's successor, brought the function to a close.
*3 & beautifully decorative pisce
by the Christchurch Fress Company,
it reflected the greatest credit.,
inscribed, was as follows:--

the Cante roury Police Division.

= O behelf of +ths subscribers and
f Christchureh aad nciuubuurnood,

5 of the co muunity,

e
ersigned, desire to express their
£

we 1 e % i
apprecdation of your lengthy end feitnfyl
service in the Folice Forcs of the Dominion
of New Zealend. In the course of your 43
years® conngxion with the Force you have

Bver shown yourself = zeslous, conscisntious,
and an effieient officaer, and by your tact

fnd comsideration you have won the esteem and

respect of the public in the cenires
you have been bu&«loﬁ&d- You have
years in Charistechurch, and it is 1ls

S
our faultless dis: charge of your

that the city and Jl&urluu can rigl
to be of all the arge cities in
the most

sgrious

r”e [ = = 1
we ask y
as & sli
esteem i
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owing are copiess of further newspeper extracts:-

Presentation from Iolice Force.

"BU‘;e:‘iwt‘ dent J. Dwyer, who recently retired from

the Police Force after forty

of i...m lj .‘fh rewalled by the

rey, who presided, referred to
_}‘-.-'.-';,m-r's very fine qualiti

the fair and just manner in which he

thée men under his coum 1aad. ,.oraf\:uL, he

carried out hi '\..Las fearlessly, yet

tisi‘act1o:; of t whom he served.

%188 &5 an

P to the remarks
made at tnu eitizens' Superintendent
Dwyer the previous nigl tating that such apprec-
iation should be an ince o every man in the

-

that "m-'—n his time came
1d have the

bahalf of the members

Superintendent Hendrs

Dwyer with a wallet 5:11;1

of his association witl the men under his comms
them on their loyalty to him
: at his successor, Superintendent
Hendrey, was a very mble and just man. The mone tary
value of the presentation was nothing beside the ex~
pressions of goodwill which had been given by the men

in the ssrvice on his retirement."(Applause).

In responding, Superintendent Dwyer wpoke feelin
o

He wished to
anid 2150 on

=]
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The gathering comcluded with the singing of "ForcHs's
& Jolly Good Fellow."

Referring yesterday to recent police staff chen €3,
the Minister of Justice (the H: essed
a.

T ~

) c
his racognition of the v

1

tendent Dwyer, Christchurch, who has




43 ysars' membershi .

was with much regrs le to

nregentation Christ mede
t Dwvy e al

o his return to New Zealand from Semoa [
had had 2 long and honourable career

in the police force of the Dominion, and in the diff
ent capacities in which he had served he had had 1o
deal with many important police matters, amd from a
knowledge of his work, he could say that Superintendent
Dwyer had rendered loyal and valuable service to the
Police Department and the Dominion. Mr. Iee expressed
the hope that the Superintendent would live long and
happily in his well-ezrned retirement."

(Copy of letter received from the Hon. the Minister of Justice.)

nees f 4+ Y4 1 P - P 3y -
Of fice of the Kinlster of Justic
Wellington,

11lth August,192l.

I desire to express to you my regret at not

8 d the presentation to you from the

stchurch on your retirement from the
43 years' continuous service.

It unfortunately happened that only in the
. of the day t ceremony took place I returned
to New Zealand from Samoa and Australia, and it would

to attend the function had i

have given me 1 G
been possible for me to do so. You have had a long
and honoursble oction with the Police Force of

the Dominion during which time you have had to deal
with, in the different capacities in which you have
served, very many important Police matters, end I can
express to you the recognition of the Departs :
I think, the public, for the efficient menner in which
you discharged your onerous dutiss.

nding the

J WO ¥ g 4
he same express to you my best
happiness and prosperity inm your re=-

that in the circumstances which

gathering you w

n walicn 1% 18

- 1Ty e ' XA katnRE
Yours faithfull Y

:di'u'l‘;'_d) J..:l Po Lt}e.

o
.

lebter received from the Canterbury Rugby Foatball
League.)

o
o
“

Christchurch,
July 23rd, 19
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et
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nbers and supporters for
i
-

rom the police department durin

ancg wa have received
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“the term whilst you had charge, and on your retirement

the Txecutive pla: on record the favours

e Rt Y s
80 Willing.ly

this Assoclation.

In thenking you for your support, we wish you heelth
nd presperity for your future years, and trust you long

enjoy the superannuation benefits you deservs.

Please accept the thanks 6f all members.

Faithfully yours,
(Signed) W.5.B. Moyle.
Secretery.

extending over forty-three
advanced, as a result of
position of Superintendent
severed his connection
During the lengthy
m and cor .-1.3'*14&..::,
v-ng under him, but of the
uncommon deg en, and we believe we
well within the mark when we say that bhere was no mo
popular officer in the Public Service than the gentleman
who now retires to enjoy a well-earned rest, after years
of service conscisntiously performed The duties of
a police officer aix
work to be performe
terests of che

2 not always enviable; much of the
d

is uncongsnial But in the in-

and withal sndowed with no

of humen kindness, who can

duties without felling foul of

ommunity, and yet perform the service o

without deviating to the right or to the left.

although much is expected of = i

belisve Superintendent Dwyer
ndard. At times, many bricks

police in the Dominion. The

o

high

ve
fficient,
country unde
and fil
young couniry, *13
the "110£
some deuasd14¢ Sherlock
l;tu ;u:iities, supposedly to be found nowhers
Scotland Yard. But they have
to the task; the number of
justice who} although they left little trace :I their
erimes, is a sufficient answer to the jibes sometimes
heard regurding the inefficiency of the police* a4as
we said before, we believe the police of this Dominion
have ever maindained a very high stendard of effisisncy
end integrity. Superintendent Dwyer, during his long
services, proved instrumental in unearthing memny crimes
end invwindicaeting the law, the case of Eggers being
111 fresh in the public mind. A pdlished gentleman
& zeglous officer, and & highly efficient public servant,
Mr. John Dwyer has richly earned the retirement which is
w

now his, and into which we are sure he will carry the

(1=
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Commi

thanking m r m) yal service to.the Department,

kinds of good luck, in my retirement, said that I

in the service that would stand for a long
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