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I have written these notes at the soUcit.ation of 0 e 0

ray fcmily, and hav in in vie' the dropping of t e curtain.

The incidents are uritten frem memory, ith the aid of

a few ne spaper extr cts. I never ept a diary. I W&ci a fair­

ly q ick obse rver in my time, and had the knac" of storing a ay

incidents in my memcry lhich others thought un orthy of remember-

ing.

D.o

lthough I have passed my 76th year, I can still remember

things that happened 5e years ago, better even than things t t

happened only 10 years ago.

The morning of my olice career was roug and exacting,

but a~ the evening drew near, and as I advanced in the Service,

I had a good and interesting time of it. I retired from the

Police with a satisfied conscience. I all~Ys tried to be fair,

and if I could not do a man a good turn, I never went out of ny

ay to do him a bad one.

hatever little popularity I may have atteined during my

43 years' service, I put do n to the fact that I al ays mingled

ith the people.
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all's .

came to ·e\- aa.Land in tne Sailing Ship "City of uckland " ;

reaching re Zealand , I had the misfortune to be wrecked on the

I left ho~e in 1878 , and

In those dayu , the TIorkers had t o put up with

fter making a few pounds , I went t o 'apiel' ,

There ere no l ives lest , but the pasne -ers lostOtaki, Coast .

I went f r oo the scene of the wreck to [ap Ler , and fter a

fe ~ days there I got wo r k on a station at ',: i ukar u , at 25/-

ViII , .here Lord itchener as born .

week and found .

any old thing .

and, coming froo church on Sunday night , I as intr duce t

.ajor Skully , then In pe ctc r of Folice . He invited .. friend

and myself to his house, and 'e put in an hour there . A re

days afte:' this, I met the I ns pe ct or again , and he invite m t o

his office , and after some talk , he put the matt6r to me of join­

ing the olioe , and pointed out the prospects there ere in the

Force for a steady , level-headed young man, and he thought , by

what he e of me , that I should f ill the bill. I r te out an

application t here and the~,and three d~ys thereafter, I wa3 ire

fer tc pr cee t o :ellir..gton . I entered n 'cunt Co ck" Barracks ,

after passing the medica l and otner examinations . After putting

in a coupl e of months ' training , I was draftea to Dunedin , and on

the l~th December , 1878 , I made my debut as a policeman in that

cit y. Dunedin as the the leading city in ew Zealand . Sir

most of t heir belong~ngs. I had the good fortune to have a

generous aunt living at Fatea , and she wired me £20 . to the

scene of the reck. This sum, ith what I had on me , made me

qqite Inde pend nt . I a the fifth member of m fau,ily to Lecve

Home and seek a living i a foreign land . riven fro the land

of our birt , like t' ousands of others, by it~ unjust and tyrranic-

Born in the to mLand of Shrone, in tne pari.sh of Listo el ,

Cour.ty erry, on the 1st January, 1857 - educated et Cool~r ation­

wl Sch~ 1 . ~. is se 0 ~s a uarter of a mile fro unsborou~n
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Julius Vogel (Prime inister) had spent almost all of a £10,000,000

loan in Otago, and things ere then booming. There ere 85 licensed

hotels, besides six bottle lice,se stcrA , , i t h i n the cit , ~nd at

this time, there ere over a t housand emigrants arriving in ort

Chalmers monthly.

Dunedin s a hot shop then. There wqs a part of the cit· called

the "Devil's Half Acre" (The Chinese and Assyrian quarters) and there

~~re t 0 constables stationed there night and day to preserve order.

Tnere was ~ore life to be seen in the streets at 2 a.m. then, than

A young man, named Jim White, a member of a well-known criminal

f"mily, was wanted for breaking and entering and theft. The detectives

reported that he had gone to Auckland, but instead, he was in hiding in

Dunedin. At 1 a.m. on a Sunday morning, an arrest as made by the

police, and on the ay to the lock-up, they were beset by over one

hundred hooligans. The police had to take the prisoner through the

Royal Arcade to aclaggan Street, where the Police Station then as.

I joined in, but kept behind the crowd to see 'it any stones ere thrown,

or damage committed. The police delivered their prisoner safely, and

the cro'd hung round the mouth of the Arcade within vie of the Police

Station. I mixed with the cro d, and I spotted e man well muffled up.

In the early hourfl of any morning, thethere is at 11 p-m- today.

wail of "German CharLey '' could be heard 85 he expounde on t e n.erit

of his condiments Savelcys hot, all hot, ste'ming hot - four legs of

mutton tor sixpence, all meat and no bones (Sheep Trotters)."

New Year's Eve was the most disorderly nigh ot the year, and

Tew Ye&.r's Eve of '78 was the ro diest on record. The Corporation

put out its lamps at 2 a.m. leaving the city in darkness. The rough

element came to light, and for two hours, or more, made things hum,

pulling down fences, gates and shutters, and smashing 'indows. A

companion and I wene sent to protect ~ trio of houses in Stuart Street.

y companion was knocked out ith a blow of a stone, and had to be

taken to hospital. I as well baptized but escaped serious injury.

There were 25 arrests made duri g the night.



- 3 -

ac osted me and said his housemaid ished to see me, and she would

a re ort of the affair, colouring the facts as ell as I could, and

ite" -

Three days after

I investigated

ite, but, before

The crowd realised

The other occupant

Just to suit my

This gave me my first

I watched my oppor-

I saw the housemaid, and she

e , and he sa id "Jim

I thought for a 'hile, and then,i te" •

e said she dreamt that the money was

There were classes in all branches of the Ser-

The Result of a Dream.

It was this; two boarders occupied the same room.

ext morning, hen passing the Kestaurant, the proprietorstood.

had the previous night.

not tell him hat she wanted me for.

he got up to dress he found his money was gone.

vice then.

the compl a int •

been committed in the Restaurant during the night.

could be done 'hen the man had the ill and the ay.

this I was promoted a second class Constable.

step on the ladder.

One morning, when on duty in Princes Street, I as hailed by the

pecpr Ie t c r of the "Old Times' Rewtaurant, and told theta theft had

his pared me aside, and s e. id she wanted to tell me about a dream she

of the room denied all knowledge of the matter, and there the affair

was k&pt at bay, enabling me to deliver my prisoner safely. I made

One had £9. in his possession hen he retired to his bed, but when

y next case occurred very soon after the one related above.

that night my report was read on parade by the Inspector, ho commented

and praised the action of the young constable, and pointed out hat

they re ached me, the police appeared at the door of the Police Station,

and a yell from me brought them flying to my assistance. The crowd

""midcle of the street before he knew where he was.

the position and then they ~shed at me to rescue

"I was only speaking to him a few minutes ago ,"

purpose, hite moved closer to the footpath.

tunity, and grabbed him by his shoulders and ushed him on to the

man across the way, well muffled up~

seeing a cabman hom I kne , I spoke to him, and asked him ho the

his ell-known sister "Sal

I got a glimpse of his face in the light, and I sa' a resemblance to
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plante d by the suspect, Lambert, (an ex-jockey ith a record) in

50~ part of his bed. She ould not tell the proprietor in case

the dream would not come true. I ~nt ith her to the room, and

exemined every part of the bed and bed-clothes. I noticed a

ne 'ly made slit in the mattress, se n over ith coarse black thread.

I undid a portion of the sewing so that I could put in my hand and

feel about for the plant. I found it in my fir t attempt. The £9.

~6 intact. In looking round the room, I noticed a skein of black

thread hanging on a nail near suspect's bed. I compared this with

that used in the mattress, and they were exactly the same. I got

the girl to make up the bed in the usual way, and then told her to

bring the proprietor. I told him hat the gi r l ant ed me for, and

told him to bring the suspect from the billiard room, here he as

employed. en he arrived in the room, I Was having a look round,

and hen I came to the skein of thread I took it in my hand, and

as examining it, when he said "That is mine." I then took the

bed to pieces, and when I came to the mattress, I opened up the

slit with my knife, and took out the money, and then compared the

used thread ith the skein, and found them to be exactly the same.

I then turned to the accused, and said, "You are under arrest."

He said, "I took the money, and I'll plead guilty."

Offender was committed for trial at the Supreme Court, and

received 18 months' imprisonment.

few months after this, I was transferred (temporarily)

to Port Chalmers, and the Sergeant (Hanlon) kept me there for

over six months, and then I had to battle to get away. The

principal work there was arresting and separating drunken sailors.

I have seen, at on~ime, as many as 24 prisoners in the cells.

That number would not be arrested in one year now. It was a

common thing then to see ten sailing ships in the harbour at one

time.

The fo~' ing incident happened while I was at Fort Chalmers:-
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A Chinaman's Hoard.

One afternoon as I was on duty, a man rode up to the Police

asked for the Sergeant, and I told him that he as a ay at Portobello.

He said he had ridden from t. Bathans, and this his mount was the

third horse used in the journey. He was after three Chinamen, who

left t. Bathans some days previously, ithout paying him large sums

of money which they owed him for store supplie and rent of his water

race, and that he suspected that they would be leaving for ~ydney by

the S.S. akatipu" about to sail. He begged of me to go with him to

the ship, and said if he could see them he might be able to get some

of his money. I had compassion for the man, and I ent with him to

the ship. I kne the officers, and as e got on board I met the

Second Officer, and asked him if there were any Chinamen on board.

He said there were a fe , and took us down to an apartment in the

Steerage, where there were about thirty returning shearers, as rough

a crowd as one could see. A number of them were playing cards.

There were no -hinamen about. In the room was a wide bench, and a

number of swags were piled on top of each other. I spotted a leg

sticking out beneath one of the a.ags, and on investigating I found

t 0 Chinamen hiding there. I got them out, and they were two of

' r . cConachie's debtors. One of the men playing cards spoke out

and told the Chinamen not to be afraid as the policeman could not

touch him. I told the fellow not to interfer , as he might find

himself in trouble for obstructing the police in the execution of

their duty' The Ship's Officer sho ed us into a room upstairs.

One of the Chinamen said he would pay the store-keeper what he owed

him, £180. He took off a belt that went four times round his

waist, and took out 180 sovereigns, and the lot was contained in

half one round of the belt. The second chinaman, who 0 ed £40.,

had nothing on him, and the third ~hinaruan, ho owed £80., could

not be found. r. cConachie was profuse in his thanks to me,

as, without my presence, he ould not have recovered a farthing.

en he ent to Dunedin he gave an account of the affair to a

reporter, and stressed the influence the presence of the uniform

The manBoth horse and man seemed all but exhausted.Station.
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had on l:hinamen.

I w~s traneferred back to Dunedin and, after putting in about

six months plain clothes work,I was transferred to North Dunedin

Station. At that time the City w~s divided into two sections. North

Dunedin had its quot a of police, a Sergeant in charge, two sectional

Sergeants, and nine Constables.

The Cwmberland Street Fire.

On the 1st July, 1882, the disastrous fire, known as the Cum­

berland Street fire, occurred. I wae on duty at the corner of St.

David and Great King Streets, when I noticed a small jet of smoke

that I watched for a fe seconds, and,as it increased in volume, I

thought it might be a fire, so I ran across the old Caledonian Grounds

to Dundas Street, when I saw clearly that it was a fire. The police

ere then prOVided with rattles and when these were sprung they almost

caused the dead to rise. I sprang my rattle, and made for the burn­

ing building - a large two-storey one. The iron gate leading to the

house was barred, and I had to use all my strength to force it. I

ran, and with the full force of my strength and eight sent the heavy

oaken door spra ling. The passages were then full of smoke, and,

when going up the stairs, I had to stuff my handkerchief in my mouth.

At the landing at the top of the stairs I found rs. Kitchener, and

a child in her arms, both on !ire. I took one on each arm, and

rushed downstairs to the lawn, and rolled them in the damp grass,

and put out the fire, and then handed them over to a Miss Robinson

ho had just arrived on the scene. I again entered the burning

building and made upstairs, but a sudden rush of flame sent me

back. I got my hair singed, and my coat caught fire. I became

stupefied with smoke, and was rescued oust in time by a fellow con­

stable who had then arrived, and who was told by iss Robinson that

I was in the burning building. y comrade helped me out, and in

the fresh atr I so on revived. At the.t moment there was a scream

from one of the top indows. y companion and I took off our

great-coats, held them together and told the three young men at

the indow to jump on to the coats, one by one, and their fall

would be broken, and this they did, and all landed without a



He 8S removed to the nearest hotel for medical attention, but died

child of four perished in the flames. The child I rescued died 21

fter the fire, the Department promoted me to 1st Class Con-

At this time, there

I have never forgott n

Sometimes the fire was half

Mrs. Kitchener recovered, but

I was presented with a Silver

On the occasion, the Fire Brigade

An old tower in Do 1 ing Street, "here

young Kitcheners and a r. Ash, a Univer-
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The presentation was made in the Town Hall, and

ile adjusting the young fello ,Captain Kitchener,

They ere the t

ithout arning, threw himself out of one of the top indows, and

"At the fortnightly meeting of the City Counc i1 last
night, a letter as read from r. T. K. eldon,
Inspector of Folice, stating that the Commissioner
of Constabulary had approved of Constable John Dwyer
receiving the medal hich the City Council desired to
present to him for his services connected with the
fire at the late Captain Kitchener's residence.

The Mayor said the Council would remember it had been
unanimously decided to present a medal to Constable
Dwyer for the bravery he displayed at the late fire in
Cumberland Street, but before making the presentation,
it was necessary to obtain the sanction of the Commiss­
ioner of Police, which had no been given.

Constable Dwyer, ho had been invited to attend the
Council meeting, was then presented ith the medal by
His 'orship, ho, in doing so, said - Constable Dwyer,
I have very ~ ch pleasure on behalf of the City Council,
representing the citizen. of Dunedin, in presenting you

~l.re four days after, a raving maniac. Two lovely girls and a

The 8ity Council took the matter up, as the Royal Humane

in 1898 by the "Tunbridge Police Commission."

days after the fire from its burns.

the follo ing is a copy of the ne spaper report:-

Society was not then in existence.

were classes in all branches of the Service, but these were abolished

through before the watchman saw it.

Medel for valour.

always bore marks of the burns.

a night watchman took up his post, and when he saw a fire he rang

stable, and gave me a monetary reward of £10.

the bell, and the Brigade turned out.

system as crude to a degree.

that sight, the poor fellow's night clothes were burnt about him.

was very slow in getting to the fire. At that time, the fire alarm

came a terrible thud on the asphalt below.

s ity student.

scratch.



on to them.

Kitchener.
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r. Ash is no a clergyman in Hobart.

Yours faithfully,
(S igned ) • H. Ash •

My Dear ir,
I have always intended to convey to you in some tangible

manner my thanks for the service you rendered me on the occasion
of the recent fire at ~aptein itchener's. Had it not been for
you, I am satisfied I should in all probability have sustained
serious injury. Permit me, therefore, to hand you the accompany­
ing breast-pin, not a valuable one, I must say, for my means are
limited, as a memento of the occasion. The recollection of the
fire will always be attended ith feelings of sadness, but, as
far as you are concerned, you have the great satisfaction of know­
ing that you were the means of doing much good, and probably of
saving life, and that you did all that was in your po er to
prevent the misfortune - than hich no man could have done more.

ith best ishes for your success in life, and in your
profession.

Dune din, Sept.30th, 1882.

I received other letters at the time, but I did not hang

Constable Dwyer, in responding, said he felt highly honoured
in being the recipient of the handsome present as a mark
of appreciation of the services he had given at the fire
referred to. The only matter he regretted in connection
with the occurrence ~as that he had not arrived earlier at
the scene of the fire, as he might then have been abl to
have saved some who perished in the flames. There was
no necessity for him to go into the circumstances, which
he kne must be fresh in the memory of everyone in the
city. He thanked the Council for having considered his
services of such a nature as to be deserving of the medal.
(Ap plause. )

The medal is of silver, and is in the form of a illtese
Cross, with five bars. A circle surrounding the cross
has the words "The yor and City Council of Dunedin,
New Ze el and . " On one 0 f the be rs a re the wo rds, "For
VeLour "; and in the centre of the cross is the name of
the recipient, with the date."

this medal for valour you displayed in the disastrous
fire hich occurred in Cumberland street in July last.
Though a very handsome testimonial, its money alue i8
not very great. I trust you will receive it in the
spirit in which it is given, not as a pecuniary reward
for the very great services you rendered in saving lives,
but as a mark of esteem and respect for the brale deeds you
performed in risking your own life in order to save those
of others. I believe I am but speaking the hope of every
resident of the cOIlJ!lunity when I express the wish that you
may live long to wear it, and to enjoy the satisfaction of
kno ing that you have earned the respect and admiration of
your fellow citizens.(Applause).

Captain Kitchener mentioned herein was an uncle of Lord

The following is a co~y of a letter which I received
a:

from Mr. Ash (mentioned herein) accompanying the letter as a

Diamond Scarf Fin.



bout a fortnight efter the fire the Inspector of Police sent

for me. r , He. ck orth, Collector of Customs, was in his of fice.

'Ibe latter said to me, There is a vacancy in my department, and I

offer it to you if you care to accept it." I thanked him, and said

my intentions were to leave the Police at the end of the year, and go

to America, and join my friends. Very soon after this, something

happened that completely quenched my intentions of going to America.

In January, 1885, a new Police District was created, with head­

quarters at Oamaru, under the charge of Inspector Andrew Thompson.

The Inspector ( eldon) sent for me and asked me if I ould take the

clerkship to Thompson, and, as be was a hard man to get on ith, he

would give me a ek to consider the matter. I accepted, and on

February 19th I took up my new duties. Nothing worthy of note

happened until the 4th May, 1886, hen I lost my status of batchelor­

hood.

The Smoked Fish Case.

A year passed, and the first case worth noting that I was

concerned in occurred.

On a Saturday afternoon, I received a telephone message from

the Railway tation from the Detective (O'Brien), telling me that

there as a pile of stuff dumped off the express train, now on the

platfonn. It was labelled "Smoked i s h" and was addressed to

"Christison", barber - that he dared not go near it, but he thought

it ,~s smuggled stuff. An expressman named rlre , he said, was

starting to load it, and that I should go end see what became of it.

I went to Christison's shop, and sat down for a hair-cut and shave.

Christison was by himself, and,before he was finished with me, Bree

arrived with the first load of the stuff, and Christisoh directed

him where to put it. I tarried, until I thought Bree ould be

returning with the second load. I then went and had a look at the

stuff. I said to Christison "And what is all this stuf!!" He .aid,

"Canary Seed - you know I own a lot of canaries, and I share ith

the Grants." I said, "I'll have a look at it," and I cut the string

of one of the bags, and out fell a box of Juno Tobacco, three-quarters

of a cwt. I said, "This is smuggled tobacco, and '11 take possess­

ion of it." He received such a shock that he fell . t
an 0 one ef



The Footprint Case.

the Detect ive fo110 ing, arrived ith the second load. I told the

metective that everything w~s in 0 der and that Uhristison admitted

ownership, the important point in the case. All the stuff as then

removed to the Police Station.

Christison, De itt (Stewa of the .S. uapehu") and a

boatman named cCormack, of Port Cha1mers, were duly charged with a

breach of the Customs Laws etc. and all pleaded guilty. Christison

and De itt were each fined £100. and McCormack £25. The tobacco

was sold by public auction at Dunedin, and realized £500. The

Customs Department awarded Detective O'Brien £LOO., the Inspector

of Police 20. and £20. to me.

On the 7th July, 1887, I was promoted to 3rd class Sergeant.

Bree, ith
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The next c se of importance that I had to do with was known

as the "Footprint Case."

On the 19th April, 1887, a band of notorious criminals visited

Oamaru, and that night broke into sev ~ al laces, besides committing

several petty thefts. Shortly after 8 0'c10ck the following morning,

Mr. Fami1ton's (Grocer and ine & Spirit Merchant) shopman, came to

the Station and reported that th shop was broken into during the

night, and a lot of stuff taken. I went ith him to investigate

and the first thing that caught my eye was the clear impression of

a bare right foot on a new blotting pad on the office table. I

also found half a candle that was broken in two, also a piece of

rope with a noose in it. I took possession of these things, and

brought them to my office, and locked them up there, and returned

to the store. It as found that 4 bottles of brandy, 4 hams,

about 24 1bs. of tobacco and some dozen tins of salmon were taken.

Access to the shop as gained through a sky-light. The thief as

barefooted, and his fo t ou1d be moist from the damp roof, and when

let down from the sky-light, he stepped on a shelf with an accumul-

ation of dust thsreon, and then on to the blotting pad, leaving

the chairs, and hen he recovered he said "I am ruined".



en the impressions ere compared that of cGuire

I took a Constable ith me and had a look round the to

prisoners and rolled the soles of their bare feet, and then got

e fo110 ed,

On searching

I s tripped the

On searching the timber

H took hold of one, and

The prisoners' names were

Now to find the offenders.

I ducked, and it went through

I closed with the pair, and rushed them
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A man working at the Gas orks pointed to

This r , Sewell was in his element hen

John cGuire, alias Baker.
James 5cott, alias Smith.
John Cooney, alias Conner.

yard, we found the hole of Familton's property, and other property

printer's ink, also large sheets of white paper.

them to alk on the s eets of white paper, each prisoner leaving

photographed, and then obtained a printer's rolling pin, and some

was the exact facsimile of the dust print.

prisoner's companions.

a clear impression of his right foot.

out on to the street, and, as they started to resist, I threw the~,

helping the police in a ro •

pony llSafe Curell,came to my assistance.

During the course of the morning, I had the dust print

s soon aw one of the two sa~ me, and without a word being said, he

the glass panelled door.

we took them to the station , and they proved to be the first

and at that moment r. Jack Se ell (Chemist) riding his trotting

thr~his empty glass at my head.

decided to have another look about the town so e separated, I

go ing North and the Constable go ing South. fter looking into

There ere three men in the bar, one by himself, and t 0 together.

under some timber, and as he could give no account of himself e

him, he was wearing no socks, I found on him half a candle that

arrested him, and conveyed him to the Police Station.

fitted exactly ith the half I had found in Familton's shop. e

several of the hotels, I looked into the bar of the Imperial.

As we ware going along the Main Street e sa a man rounding the

the adjacent timber yard, and we made search and found our man hiding

we could see him over the fence runnin8 for his life.

but he had disappeared.

corner of a side street, and, as he saw us, he doubled back, and

a clear impression of the right foot.
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stolen from other places. e found 37 pairs of boots in one plant.

The prisoners ere duly charged, and when the prints were exhibited

in Court, cGuire pleaded guilty, and tried to sho that he broke

into Familton's alone. Expert evidence sho ed that it was imposs­

ible for one to commit this crime without assistance. The three

prisoner were committed for trial in FamiltoR's case, and ere each

sentenced to three years' Penal Servitude. They received several

lesser sentences for minor offences committed at Oamaru.

The Judge, and the Crown Prosecutor, co~plimented me on the

way that I got up the cases and laid them before the Court.

The prisoners took out their sentences in Lyttelton Prison,

and ,while serving his sentence, cGuire committed an act of bravery,

by saving a fello prisoner from drowning, and for this act the

balance of his sentence was remitted. He knocked about Ne Ze~land

and became a notorious offender. He ent to Sydney and was hanged

there in 1903 for the murder of Constable Long.

It was years after this case that the Finger-print System

was introduced into Sootland Yard (1892) and into New Zealand in

1904.

The next 10c ident too t I was mixed up in was th

Oamaru Dro ning Fatality.

On the night of the 25th September, 1891, one of the coldest

and darkest nights that could be, I went for a walk to warm myself,

and, as I as going down' ansbeck Street, I heard screams coming

from the Harbour. t firat, I imagined it was larrikins ho ere

playing up, but hen I arrived at the Railway Station I was told

there was a man drowning in the harbour. I ran to the beach, and

while running, I threw my coat here, and my vest bhere tc. I was

undressed in a minute, and I told a man who arrived with a lantern

to follo me out ith a boat. At that moment a fresh cry for help

came. I ans ered, "Hold on, and I'll be ith you in a moment."

It was full tide, and I plunged in, striking my breast

against a mole boulder. It was so dark that I could not see my

hand. I had to s im to the direction that the voice came from.

en I got to the spot, the drowning man's head was under the water.
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r. Nightingale who went to the drowning man's aid from the wharf,

a shorter way, was trying to hold the drowning man's head out of the

water, but was exhausted. r. ightingale stated that his struggl

ith the dro ing man knocked him almost out. I lifted the drowning

man's head out of the water and placed it on my left arm - he was

still alive - and I told Nightingale to take hold of my hips and we

would make for the shore. As we got about half-way to the shore

we were met by the boat. Nightingale went into the boat, but I

ould not wait to put the drowning man into it, but a am with the

)oa t to the shore. The man was still living. There was no place

a r hand, and I had to work at him on the open beach in a sho er of

hail. I got all the water out of him, and for t enty minutes I

worked at him to restore animation, but the cold and exposure settled

him. Doctor arrived, and I handed the man over to him, picked up

my clothes, got a cab and went home. y breast was still bleeding,

and when I arrived at hame I called rs. D?!yer and aaked her for some

underclothing. . en she saw my plight .he fainted. There were

some lady visitors in the house who attended to her, and,after I

had had a good wash and some strong refreshment, the bleeding

stopped, and I as myself once more.

I have often pondered over the events of that nLght, and

shuddered at the thought of hat might have hap ened if I had become

exha.usted like Nightingale. It might have gone very hard ith us

both. A human being in peril and crying out for help appeals to

one's nobler instincts to the exclusion of every other consideration.

The man'a name was Hickson, and, hile in drink, he alked

down the mole, and when he got t J the end he walked into the Harbour.

He swam for about 40 yards and, when he found himself becoming ex­

hausted, cried out for help.

Opportunity as taken at a Public eeting to present r.

Nightingale of the Rail ay Department, and Sergeant Dwyer of the

Police Force ith the Royal Humane Society of Australasia Awards

for Bravery. His orship the yor ( r. Harry Aitken) made the

presentat ion, and in do ing so commanded both men fo r the presence

of mind and nerve they had displayed in boldly venturing on a dark,
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In 1896,

cting Gaoler, and had nothingI was then

Letters and leaders were appearing in the papers,

I also received £10. reward from the Police Department.

His {orship the ayor took the opportunity of the
public gathering to hear r. Duncan last night, to
present r. Nightingale of the Railway Department,
and Sergeant Dwyer, of the Police Force, ith the
medal and certificates awarded to them for bravery
under circumstances already detailed. His Worship
commended the men for the presence of mind and nerve
they had displayed in boldly venturing on a dark,
cold, rainy night, to plunge into the harbour, and
swim out to the assistance of a fello creature, whose
cries for help had aroused them. It wa an instance
of that British pluck hich had made our Colony hat
it s , The awards he had to make them were of
small intrinsic v~lue, but they were valuable as a
tangible souvenir of the appreciation of the nation
of their heroism. He then presented r. Nightingale
with a bronze medal, and Sergeant Dwyer with a cer­
tificate. Both men said a few words in reply, ex­
pressing their satisfaction at the awards, and hoping
that their nerve ould not fail them if it ere necess­
ary ever to go to the rescue of a fello -being again.
They had only done their duty, ana their one regret
was that their efforts to save the man's life had been
unsuccessful. They then left the stage amid loud
applause .n

Youthful Criminals.

I am recording this case, just to show the part an Ln-

"An Oana ru Telegram states that the nan dro ned
in the harbour on Friday night did not belong
to the aihora. Up to the present the body has
not been identified. His death is a mystery as
the place where he was drowned is an out of the
my corner of the harbour, where he could not have
been on gusiness. Referring to the attempted
rescue, the North Otago Times states that the
bravery of r. Nightingale and Sergeant Dwyer is
worthy of every ackno ledgment. The night as
dark, rainy and cold, and it required stout hearts
to brave the dangers that presented themselves on
such a night in venturing to swim out to the rescue
of a drowning man. It may III mentioned that when
Sergeant (then Constable) nwyer as stationed in
Dunedin, he was presented ith ~ medal for his
~llant conduct in rescuing the inmates of a build­
ing h Lch took fire in Cumberland Street. I '

The following are copies of extracts from the Otago Daily Times,

some thirteen business places in Oamaru were broken into in less time

finitely small thing will play in criminal investigation.

than two months.

giving the Police fits for their ineptitude and laxity in not bringing

the offenders to justice.

cold, rainy night to plunge into the Harbour and swim out to the

assistance of a fello creature hose cries for help had aroused them.

September 28th, 1891, and the Oamaru Mail, ay 20th, 1893:-



a look round and see that the doors and indows ere secure. I

ive that I have stated herein. He pooh-poohed the idea, and

As he

He said,

A week

He ent

He had some

That evening,

(I afterwards ascertained

I asked him how many keys

On the following Saturday, I

Still, I felt the slur cast on

He as quit cool, and, not ith-

He said, "Only one, and I keep that

My heart flew to my mouth, and my hand to my

The door was opened by a yo~g fellow named uther-

There was something in the look that took hold of me,

Young Sutherland domes to my house every morning and

othing happened, and, as day dawn set in, I ent to have

passed over ithout any breaking into happening, and this fact

further increased my suspicion.

saw Sargood's ( hose sample room was broken into, an a good

said that Sutherland as a very decent young fel10 •

employer added to my suspicion. I told everything to the Detect-

A duplicate key held by Sutherland without the knowledge of his

of his shop were in use.

myself.

was my tailor and I knew him well.

gave me.

and I decided to look further into the matter.

things under his coat which I thought ere the books.

into the shop, and I remained out ideo

and dusts the office, and has everything ready for me at 9 o'clock."

He went one way to his home, and I went the opposite way.

was rounding the corner of the street, I just caught the look he

s trying the third door, hen the handle in the inside turned

Sunday, I ent and sa the owner of the shop ( r. Gimmell). He

gets the key to open up the shop for the workmen, and then cleans

that it was housebreaking implements that he had under his coat).

hip pocket.

If I read a lot, and as I could not sleep I ea e down for some books

standing my presenttand his guilt, behaved unconcerned.,

that I forgot to take home with me last night."

land ho worked in the shop.

at the same time.

side.

the police, and offered to give a hand to catch the offender~.

to do ith outs ide police work.

One night, I decided to w~tch the ortn side of Thames ~treet,

(the main street) and a Constable was told off to atch the South



and suggested that he should see the traveller, and arrange ith

him to go to Gimmell's shop at closing time, and say to young Suther­

land that he had lost the key of his sample room, that he had a cus­

tomer waiting, and ask if there ere any loose keys about. Suther­

land went to the back of the shop, brought a bunch of keys and sorted

out one, and gave it to him. The traveller took it and it opened

his door first attempt. The Detective was w~iting and, when he sa

this, he went and, as Sutherland was leaving the shop, he took him

in hand, and after a battle of wits he admitted breaking into the

sample room. He said he gave gloves and some jewellery to a iss

SiDey", a little girl he was keeping company with, and the rest he

threw into the Oamaru Creek. He as locked up and word sent t o is

father and mother. The father, an engine-driver, was away, and

the mother as away too. ord was left at the house, and early

next morning, the mother came to see her boy. There W8s4rond

embrace, then a swoon (ick uaid would call this "a strong

weakness") then a sermon on restitution. I ~tched my chance,

and it came. "Now", I said, "tell your mother how you broke into

~~e Railw,y Station and four or five other places tl~t I named."

He confessed everything, after a few more swoons. The mother went

away, and ~ent a Solicitor to ee him. The Solicitor, r. Newton,

came and after his interview ith the prisoner, he said to me

"Why - you have extracted everything from the youne fello after

his arrest." I said, "He told his mother everything, and I was

a silent listener."

It was impossible for the yougg fellow to break into some

of the places ithout assistance and my trouble now was to get out

of him who his confederates were. I put it to him, but he denied

point blank that he had anyone with him. I gave him time to think

and approached him later. I said to him, "Do you want it to go

forth that you committed all these offences alone! What ill that

nice little girl, iss Sidey, and her friends, think of you! y,

they'll say that you are a regular "Jack Shepherd." This little

suggestion did the trick. He s aid, "Young Anderson as ith me

I told the detective,
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deal of stuff taken) traveller in town.
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every time. Anderson delivered the papers in the e rly morning,

and suggested the places that could most easily be broken into. On

the shelves behind the books in the book-stall at the Kailway 3tation

you'll find a lot of the stolen stuff."

nderson's father as a bookseller and owned the book-stall at

the Rail ay Station. I sent for the Detective and we arrested young

nderson, and took him to the book-stall, and behind the books we

found a barrow load of stolen stuff. We also found a barrow load

of stolen stuff beneath the flooring of Gimmell's shop.

Both young fello s pleaded guilty to the several charges, and

ere admitted to Probation.

~truggle ith a Criminal Lunatic.

The lunatic was brought to Oamaru from beyond Kuro. He

was a man of 34 years, powerfully built, and was not l08g out of

gaol after completing a sentence of 10 years. He behaved very ~ell

after hi~ arrival, and showed no signs of violence. I allowed him

to exercise in the corridor, and, as it became dark, he asked for a

drink of ater, and this was given him in the regulation pannikin.

Soon after, he asked for another drink, and I gave it to him in the

same vessel, and as I did so he thre the content in my eyes,

rushed the iron gate - the pannikin struck me on the h ad and for

a mocent stunned me. He got out in the -atch House, and as I

closed ith him he kicked me on the shin "th his iron toe-plated

boot, and left a mark that I still carry ith me. A struggle for

life, or death, followed, and I used all my strength to subdue him.

I succeeded in thro ing him and pinning his head in a step of the

stairs. He tried biting and kicking with all his fury. Mrs.

Dwyer heard the struggle and she ran to the Police tat ion for

assistance, and, as luck would have it, there were four men in the

Station at the time playing a quiet game of ~uchre, and all four

came in haste to my assistance, and relieved me from my perilous

position. Assistance came none too soon, as I felt that my

straagth as giving out, and in ten seconds more the lunatic ould



strength.

iarity about me that on occ _sions like this I ha treble my usual

have or ed himself free and might then have been able to kick me to

'rhe following is a

There as this pecul-

Before leaving, Mrs. Dyer was presented

yor of Oamaru made the presentation to "Mrs.The

rs. Dwyer feelingly responded, expressing her gegret
at leaving the town here the happiest part of her lif

The Mayor made the pre3entation in a few happy sen­
tences, expressing the mingled regret and pleasure
which were felt by her friends, regret at her sever­
ing many pleasant ties and associations, and pleasure
that she should be participating in her husband's pro­
motion. He wished both Mr. and rs. Dwyer success
in their ne home, and begged her acceptance of the
atch as a memento of her many friend s and a token of

the high esteem in which h 8 held in the town.

The 1unatic as then put in a straight-jac et, and next day

ith a gold atch and chain by her Damaru friends, and the Police

"At the Police Gamp last night a number of friends
gathered for the purpose of saying goodbye to
Sergt. Dwyer and rs. Dwyer who leave for Clyde
today, the popular gaoler having been recently
promoted, and also to make a small presentation to
each as a token of the esteem in which they are held.
His orship the ayor presided and amongst those
present ere essrs. illiamson,O.R. 'ise, Cagney,
Corcoran, Clarke, and Curran, hile apologies were
received from others who ere unavoidably absent.

On the 1st February, 1897, I was promoted to Second Class

The first business was a presentation to rS. Dyer,
a number of friends having subscribed and purchased
for her a really beautiful lady's gold lever atch,
with an ornamental gold albert and trinket attached,
the watch be~ring the following inscription ­
'Pres ented to Mrs. J. Dyer by a fe friends, on
her departure fro:.. oana ru , February, 1897'·

be participating in her husband's promotion.

pleasure which were felt by her friends, regret at her severing

copy of the newspaper report:-

many pleasant ties and associations and pleasure that she should

inscribed.

presented me ith a diamond locket and gold pencil case, both

it took three men to take him to the sylum.

Sergeant and transfe~red to charge of the Otago Goldfields, ith

headquarters at Clyde.

Dwyer, and in doing so, said, he expressed the mingled regret and

death.



The old ields .

men collected at the Rail ay Station and made the air resound ith

When leaving by the train a number of anglers and sports-

SeUJCll 0 f 1895 and

Th re were no pr omot i ons

I competed and ion t he meda l

Y I renained so lon in 0 a.ru,

They even placed detonators on the
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I as earing a stripe fo r ten years bef ore I

T e cclimatization Society ( of which I as a

I have often bee. as: d

e I a r r i ved in Clyde I found things very de , and a

I had a good time in Oaiaaru , plenty of fishin ' , shooting

had been spent . She ould al ays bear in mind
the kindness of the m ny friends she had made .
She could not do full justice to her gratitude
and her fee~ings, and hoped that they would take
the ~ill for the deed .

On behalf of the fello members of the Force , Ser ­
geant O'Grady then presented Sergeant Dwyer with a
handsome gold locket in hich a di~ond was set , and
a gold pencil case inecribed , "Pr es ent ed to John
Dwye r by his comrades on his departure from Oama ru ,
February ,1897 . 11 Ser geant O'Grady expressed regret
at Sergeant Dwyer '$ departure , although he was giad
to see his merit recognised by hi~ promotion to a
district here he would have the responsibilit.y of
t he cha rg e of seven or eight stations . He hoped
that he would gather round him in his new home as
staunch a circle of friends as he was leaving behind
him•

• R. ' ise en 0 rsed this, remarking th t Sergeant
Dwye r had nothing hen he came here 1 2 !::J€A go ,
but t hat he was ta.. ing away from the to '. good wife
and a fairly substantial family .

Sergeant wyer replied , also expressing hi regret
at parting fron so many friends . The best and

ppiest years ef his life had been spent in Oam ru
and he could never forget them . He thoroughly
appreciated the kind ess of his many friends , and
it ould long linger in his memor-y as the crowning
act of many previous favours .

A social hour or tro were then spent in "fare aIling",
friends dropping tn to say goodbye . r . and Mrs. Dwyer
le~ve by the south exp ress tonight."

got a me. te for it.

me ber ) promo ted a fishin g co etition in t

from 26 other com etitors .

start had just ee .. made to drEidge the :ol ynea ux River f r its

gave a gold I edal as First rize .

their singing and c e~ring.

and coursing.

and replied that I could not help it.

line.

and no opening .



fina ci lly tranded .

le

;) i re s

Pea le

Gal ii Id

river from

I sank eve r y-

1 vino, th y

not a spot in t

I larked my a into t e go od

.8 b ing erected ri ht along the

I hun on too Ion , thinking that

I held some good stuff as a Pro~oter ,

lSS drag ed into the vorte
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T~ e cl ima te t:

residents, a

I found nothing wrong ri h t

I did not mind as I felt I lould not be

:! edges

ve s ta te d .

After the us uaI 1 ya I toasts ere duly honoured,
t e Chairman rose to .roFose that of the "Gues t of
the aveninE an , in oin s , ref rred in very
f Lat t er Ing terms to ergeant!) er 's e f f Lc Lency an
courtesy as a police officer. It 'as with feelings
of regret t . _ the peo ._le of Clyde hea rd ° Se gt.
D er's transference fro \j de, but t. feel in u as
r::i 19 d 'i h pleasure si ce it 78.S kno n t a t the
coo ge meant consi erable promotion to him. On y
re cec t ; , 'i16 1 c:iv ing evi ence before the commte e Lon ,
he h& elderly sho"n tn~: less deservLn officers

en treasure, a

ith thou~ends of at rs ,

L. e t ne r e for ever by my..elf.

eve ry tb ing I held ould turn out a Hartley and Re111y".

t .Bt caul hti e sold for ~5 . a s are disa e~red alto ether ,

fter putting in eighteen mont s in t e Goldfiel s , I

t ndered Ita a fe.re ell ba uet and also presented me it} a

i1' 0 ield Glas a-. Th re ere so ma y s eeches ma.de

so mu c. s a Ld td it wo ul, A f L 1 six )5.ge s 0 t .•i s i :le bOG ••

The f oLl.o"in£; is a eo .:y ef the newspaper extr ct:-

"Quite a large a t.he r ing of representative residents
as s emb Le d in t e commo d ious dining room of t e
Dunstcn Hotel on 5aturday evening last to say fare­
ell to ~ergeant Dwyer prior t his departure f r om

Clyde, rhe re he has been statione for some fifteen
mont .s. r . Robert Gil i on occupied t~e c air.

cla' s , and in six months the re ~

for ~ c enge an bot it , to the streets of Christchurch as

thing I had in the venture .

found it .s not a ood pl.ece to bring u a family , nd I moved

be ind ependent all my L.y s •

b u .na t I

and so on ith the 1 t , and I as not the only one that w left

Sectional Sergeant.

and as a 3hareholder , and if I only t ook th ti e at its flood I'd

long in tmt posit ion.

ande , the dredging centre, became a vel busy to~mship.

from Dune iin and other parts rushed he re and t ners , peggin of f

Beau~ont to the Shotover that was not peoued off .

ri In six mont.s after my arrival a boom had set in and,

.;;races of the mine rs a



"ere ppointed to po it ions over his head, os it i ens
. ie he honestly 'ited by eUicienc , intellicence

and length of serview. But the ep~rt. ent might have
very :rel l r ' i.s ed the s t atus of 3e rgt. f t
him a t Cl y • (h e.r , :re~ r . ) ... is d i.s t r i et r e. '- i le
tl e s e v ie s f j ust s c n e f f Lc ie rrt d int ellib t
of ~'i eer J he a a roved hir ..el f to be , no. he, th
s pes. ke r , of opinion t t tne,:) ur-tue t co u.l have
ver el l oiven Ser t , t. . r om t i or, he "'v richly
merits ,a e.L l,o ed hiIr. t remain here zhe re the
res onsib' 'ties of a :; r e t I ~re bre at er t 1 t ' ey
could pcs s LbLy be in a city . n i.s ras t n se cond ti
Cl de had be en drawn on for an efficient fficer to fill
the P i tion in C. ris tchurc for , as they :rere all re ,
the genial Sergeant cLe d was also transferre from Clyde
o t h city of the pl .. ins. C rist hur cn G. unpleas 1 t 1y

far i.l ""y fro Clyde but it afforded many o. por tuni ties
t o a ma ":it a f ily , not th le s t of "'; ni;J..l be Lng the
ad v: lta..;e c f a r si ence i ro x 0 ity t o s oue tn e s t
scl 0 Le 1.'1 the c 1 ny . He ' 8.S su re t hey ; ul .J. r ejcice
~:it ~er~t . TJe r ai.r.ce hi s r emcv 1 from thei r 1:1 i st \:l a

ro otion t o h iras eLf', but /he n the dry bones f of Lc i, 1­
is~ e re sha.en up, t he ~er t . {Quld be raise d t a still
hi her posit i on , and sent b CA 4 U r si1e ro cnL t the~.
( p p.La uae s ]

r . B. > ylor s e r , s c id it could sc arcely be doubted
that, during his s ort s t ay i ~ yde , Seres en t ,:) ryer
:nd Lu cceeded in ma king for himself many sincere riends .
As an officer , he had a1 Jays bee s tudio us y courteo s
a nd obl ig i.ng , He spoke :ith exn e ience for he a d had
to ork Hh im i n his ea e c ity a s a J us tice of t he
eace . His effici6ncy again a be en the me .nG of bring­

ing many evildoers to j ustice throughout the wide dietrict
I ich a been under his care . He was conf ident th~t the
people of ~Iyde and residents generally would :ish him
all prosperity and ha piness in his new sphere of duty ,
( r <,lau9 e . )

~r;Scott , Crcm ell , :h ~ ras re eerrt , also spo e in a
cOI:lmendatory manner of ~ergeant ~er . He said t ~t ,

as a casual visitor to CI rd , he ould assume th ri5 t
to say that he ~8 5 rotid to se e tna t e eo le 0 Cly e
xnew how to apl~reciate an officer ho did his duty in­
telligently and conscientiously . s a very earl T resid­
ent upon the goldf ieldu , he had had op ortunity of study­
ing the characters ~f a fe of their police officers ,
and he had come to the conclusion t t they were a fine
set of f ello s on the hole , not ithstan ing t at , even
they , had their clique to to r a a ins t , He had much
le~ ure in co~plimenting Sergt . Dyer upon having such

sincere friends as tnose hom he saw a t her ed there that
eve ning to give expres sion tc their f riends hi p. (Hea r,Heer. )

Mr. R. S. Gil ki s on s id that but l i t t l e r ema i ned for him
to say other than t oot he des i red t o test Hy to the un­
fail i ng courte sy and ki ndness v,ith hich Sergeant Dwyar
had given him any little i ems for t e Pr ess . As a
J us t i ce of the Peace, he had also had a little le al
bus iness i t h him, and he could conf idently say that in
eve r y instance he had f ound him intelligent , pa instaking
and ef ficient. He ~ight say that he very much regretted
his leaving the district , and onl y recently Mr . cCartly ,
S•• had told him persona lly that he regretted Sergeant

yer's leaving , as he as a most efficient officer. He
s incer e l y hoped t .at they might see him ba ck as an
Ins pe ct or (He r , Hear.)



"The toas t as drunk 'ith mus ical honours.

ergeant Dwyer , . rho , in rising to respond, s greeted
it. prolan ed a plause, sa id he could assure them that

the gathering that night to do him honour had quite
taken him by surprise as it was quite unexpected on
his part. His stay amongst them had been so brie f
that he did not think he had made many friends durin
that time. Looking around him and seeing the repres­
entative faces, he must conclu e t~t he had got on
much better than he had hoped to. He had received,
he aaid, every kindness and consideration, not only
froe the people of Clyde but from residents through­
out the district, so that his dut Les ere made light
and easy to perfo~, and for this he had to thank
them, one and all. He had found the people of
this district most peacable and la -abiding. Though
he was no' severing his short connection ith the
district he could assure them that he would al 'ays
er.tertain a I'Ii.1 interest in its weLfare , ver
since he came to the district he had taken an inter­
est in the dlredging industry, and hen he settled down
in Christchurch he would miss no opportunity of bring­
ing the resources of the district un er the notice of
those with whom he came in contact. Betore sitting
do ,he would like to make a fe remarks of a person­
al nature. He ished to take this opportunity to
publicly thank their orthy 'agistrete ( r , ~cCarthy)

for the consideration ,and valuable advice he had
always given him hen he required it. Thou h some
might differ with his method of doing things, he
could, without hesitation, say the t they had one of
the best agistrates who occupied a position on the
Magisterial Bench of the colony. It was to the v~y

in hich he administered the law that he (the speaker)
attributed the fact that the police had so little to
do in this district. He had also to thank _re Jeffery,
Clerk of the Court, for the kindness and courtesy he
had always shown him .( pplause.) He concluded by
again thanking them fer the kind ishes they had ex­
pressed towards himself and family.

r. Scott, Cromwell, proposed the toast of the t redging
Industry" coupled 'ith the names of r , He itt and r.
H. /. Gye. Both gentlemen briefly responded. r.Gye
in responding, said that for the past fe years dredging
had made rapid strides in the district. He as .Lea se d
to say tmt the guest of the evening had always ta.ken a
keen interest in the industry and had been the means of
recor~lending several of his friends to invest largely in
dredging. He felt certain that r.::) yer ould allays
remember his stay in Clyde, and perhaps he might induce
more of his friends to take an interest in the district.

Songs were rendered during the evening by the following
gentlemen:- Messrs. Robt. Gilkison, Jeffery, Beveridge,
McSwan, Burnaby, obertson, Gye and addell.

A very pleasant function was brought to a close by all
present joining hands and singing "Auld Lang Syne."

After leaving the Goldfields, I had to leave .ra. Dwyer and

family in Dunedin as she could not travel any further, and I had to

go on to Christchurch by myself, and as t 0 months there before rs.



Dwyer as able to join me. bout the ~iddle of July I ent to

Oamaru t meet her ith her tone ly born infants and five other

children . I am stating the~e irrelevant facts so as to bring in

an incident that happened to the train on the journey from Oamaru

to Christ church • The day as a very stormy one, but everything

went on all right unt il re got close to the akakihi St t ion,

Mlen one of the engine steam-pipes burst and blew the Stoker end

the Driver off the engine. Both were scalded, the forcer seriously

so . The train careered on by itself, and came to a standstill,

by armer Quinn's homestead, for loss of steam. The Guard (Tom

Fou'e) aud the passengers ere not aware of the mishap until the

train stopped. If the grade of the line had been down ard there

might have been a terrible tragedy. Such a mishap never happened

before, or since, on that line. e had to ait three hours before

an engine could be brought from Timaru to ta e us on to vhristchurch •

The female passengers and poor children were famished with the cold

as the weather had changed to frost. The Quinn family showed the

hospitality of the "St.Bernard !onk" . They brought cans f tea,

bread and butter, scones, biscuits and everything in the way of

ea tab l es that they could lay their hands on. 'rs. Dwyer says,

up to this day, that that cup of tea as the nicewt she has ever

tasted. Before the train left, the passengers gave three rousing

cheera for the Quinn family. Instead of arriving at Christchurch

at 9 p.m. r6 did not get there until after midni ht.

As I expected, I was no~ long in vhristchurch, as, on

Christmas Eve, I received word that I was transferred to anganui

as Sergeant in vharge of that station. I arrived in anganui

early in February. Things were commencing to look up and the

town sho ed signs of recent advancement. Townships ere being

formed in every direction. The peo le of anganui I found to be

very la -abiding, and during my three years stationed there I

had a fairly easy time of it.

The Dream Case .

'nle facts in connection ith this case are as fo11o..,s:-

On the morning of the 12th ovember, 19C1, it qs reported
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tc me by the proprietor of the Criterion Boar1ing House that a

robbery had taken place in t' e house during the night. 0

boarde rs oc cupied the same room and one boarder named Ho Imeshad

~15. on him hen he retired to bed, and hen he oke next orning

the money was gone, and so as the fell boarder (Thurston). I

ent to the Boarding House end got the particulars and then returned

home. On my way I spoke to the licensee of the Albion Hotel and

asked him if he knew a young mam nwned Thurston, and he seid "Yes ­

I sa him yesterday in the hotel for the first time, and I saw him

take something out of an Assyrian's pack while the latter's back wes

turned. One of the tl ings as a pair of braces." hen I arrived

home I had another ring from the Bo~rding House saying th~t Thurston

had returned. I lent to the Boarding House and saw Thurston. He

denied all knowledge of the money, and said that hen he got up he

ent to the Rail ay Station to enquire the time the train left for

tratford, and sat down on a seat and read the paper, and that he

did not go further than the Hailway tat ton. I searched him and

found him earing a new pair of braces, and in his pocket I found

a ne comb and purse. I found no money on him. I concluded

that these things ere stolen from the Assyrian and I arrested him.

The syrian identified the things as his, and I charged Thurston

accordingly. I also charged him with the theft of the money, but

so far I had no direct evidence. I b ught him before the Court

and had him r emanded for a week. en serving Holmes ·ith a sub­

poena, he said to me "I had a clear drewn last night. I oke up,

and went to sleep again, and again dreamt the same thing. I

thought I saw Thur~ton plant my m_ney under the blind eye of the

angenui Bridge, and so impressed was I with the dream that I went

do to the place early this morning, and there as everything

before m as it appeared in my dream. Thinking of the Dunedin

case, I said to myself "I'll follo this thing up", so hen I got

bact to the Station I rang up the Gaoler. I told him I as coming

up to the Gaol and hen he sa me coming up the drive to bring

Thurston to his office, but not to say anything about my coming.

I lented to see what effect my sudden appea~nce ·ould have on h



I said to him, "I have come to the Gaol to say a fe ords to you.

I am not going to take any ad·antage of you. You'll remember the

morning I arrested you, yeu told me then that you did not go further

than the Rail ay 3tation. No, I h~ve reason to say that you w ht

as far as the anganui Bridge, and it is thought you planted Holmes's

money there, and there is a possibility of it being found vhere you

planted it." He held down his head, and I kne I then that I as on

the right track. I gave him time to consider, and when he lifted

bis head he said I took the money and planted it under the Bridge."

I handcuffed him and took him to the BtidEe. It w~s a half-holiday,

and there were three young fellows sitting on top of the plant. I

shifted them and hurston pointed out the spot here the money was

planted. He had simply made a hole ith the heel of his boot and

placed the money in the hole, and then covered it over with a tuft

of grass. The money as intac~ ith the exception of a fe shill­

ings. I took him back to the Gaol. At the preliminary trial he

pleaded guilty to the charge, and as committed to the upreme

Court, and there received 18 months' imprisonment. Thurston

turn~d out a gaol-breaker and a hardened criminal.

In giving evidence before the agistrate I related the partic­

ulars of the dream as told me by Holmes, and my former exp rience

lith a similar dream at Dune di.n,

The particulars of the dream ere published in the ne spapers

and I ha~ letters from elbourne and ydney from ~urio ~ollectors

asking fo. particulars of the first dream.

It seems a very curious coincidence that during my career I

should strike two dreamers whose drewns came true and were the means

of bringing t 0 offenders to justice.

Arson Case.

Known to the Legal Fraternity as - "In re Smith".

A man named E. D. Smith kept a Draper's shop in the main

street of anganui. People thought that he was doing a comfortable

business. In the month of r ch , 1901, about 3 p-m , on a Sunday,

a fi ~s discovered in ~mith's shop. I was not far away at the
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time and arrived at the fire with the Brigade. The fire h d then

a good hold and it took the Brigade some time before they had it

under control. Smith put in an appearance and joined me, and said

he as ruined as the Insurances would not cover his loss. He said

he left the shop at 2 p.m. and went for a walk as far as ramoho,

and on his ay back 113 ard the fire-bell, and that he was orting at

his stock sheets all the morning. As the fire was about subdued

the Capt ain of the Brigade called me and told me that, apparently,

the place as fired in three separate places. I examined the place

and saw that this as so. I spoke to Smith and asked him for the

keys of the shop and safe. He gave them to me, and I advised him

not to go near the shop until an adjustment of the stock as made.

I placed a Const ble in charge, and directed him to allow no one to

enter the premises. Neat morning I sent the Detective t o have a

look round the place, and later e ould commence our enquiries. I

told him there as a ccne teble in charge of the place. As the

Detective got to the shop he found mith coming from the rear of

the premises with something hidden under his coat. He accosted him

and took from him a book he was carrying, and this turned out to be

'a ledger, containing records of all the stuff he sent to auctioneers

for sale at several of the country towns. It as sho that these

auctioneers were selling this stuff cheaper than Smith purchased it

at the warehouses. n inquest as held into the cause of the fire

and Smith volunteered to give evidence at the inquiry. The Detective

and I worked up a very strong case against Smith and, at the pre­

liminary hearing of the charge of rson preferred against him, I

called five country auctioneers ~ho testified to the material they

received and sold for Smith. The carrier, who took the goods to

the Railway Station proved that Smith directed him to call for the

goods bout 9 p.m. to take it a back street and not to allo the

police to see him. I called alao a young girl ~o lived in a two­

storey d elling at the back of Smith's shop, and she proved that

Smith was very busy about the shop until about ten minutes before

the firebell rang, also three Sunday School boys whcmhe hunted

a ay from the front of the shop ten minutes before the bell rang.
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The faked stook sheets ere found in his bedroom that escaped the

ellington, N.Z.

Smith's Solicitor objected to the statement going

Smith as committed to the Supreme Court for trial.

The ledger containing an account of the material he sent

By signing and returni~g to us both the enclosed voucher
forms you ill oblige.

Yours faithfully, •
For the Guardian, Fire 8: Life Assurance Co. Ltd.

( .I G. Turnbull 8: ce .; Agents.)
Signed L.U.

For the National Fire 8: rine Insurance Co.
Signed J. nson,

Manager.

Smith was found guilty of rson, but, before passing sen-

Arson Case - • D. Smith, anganui.

in. The agistrate took a note of the objection but ~dmitted the

The following is a copy of the letter:-

in ~e Zealand, and all ere ananimous that the evidence given by

After the trial I received a letter from the anagers ot

Smith "as sentenced to three years' imprisonment.

10th July,1901.

tence, His Honour referred the objection to all the other Judges

e special report made on the above case and no ,
having been through the whole of the eVidence, beg to compliment
you on the manner in h 1t was got together and placed before
the Court. In our opinion, the ay the facts ere pieced together
had a great deal to do ith the finding of the jury.

torn to shreds.

e may add that e have consulted the Commissioner of
Police here and have his ap roval in hat we are asking you to do.

the Insurance Companies interested, with a Bank Draft for £12/10/-.

In a small ay e wish to sho our appreciation of your
efforts in so successfully working up the case by asking you to
acC&pt the enclosed Bank Draft for £12:10:0 as a slight acknowledg­
ment of the services you have rendered to the public in gener~l,

and our offices in particular.

Smith be fore the Coroner WEtS rightfully admitted at his .t r i al.

to country auctioneers was convincing evidence against him. I

Dear Sir,

evidence.

The Chief Justice noted the objection but allo e the evidence to

At the trial before the Chief Justice, Smith's solicitor again

objected to the evidence, given before the Coroner, going in.

be put in.

also put in the evidence he gave before the Coroner and this s

fire.
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The Licensing La •

me that this incident happened durir-g her time as licensee in

ellington, and from my own expe ience I have no reason to doubt it.

The incident took place in aster eek (Lent). Sergeant and

The Commissioner of Police tolda success of the business too.

idowed lady, hailing from the Emer Id Isle, kept a hotel

in the town. This hot el as across the way from the Court Hous

and ithin full view of the Police tation. The local Stipendiary

Wagistrate had strong Prohibition leanings, and being bereft of hom

life and comforts, betoot himself to the Court Rous where he put in

his Sunday afternoons smoking and reading up his law cases.

One Sunday afternoon I received a telephone call from him,

complaining that a number of men ere going from a vacant section

into the hotel through a hole in the fence, and that he saw over a

dozen men go in that way. I told him I would attend to the matter.

I to ok a Constable in uniform wi h me, and we quietly ent

along to the hotel. le entered by the side do or and, in the tap

room,off the bar, was the licensee kneeling down with her rosary

beads devoutly saying her prayers, and in front of her was an open

prayer book showing the gospel of the day - her eyes turned heaven­

wards, and so intent on her prayers that she did not notice us, and

we passed on to the back of the hotel without speaking. There as

no one to be found, but there ere abundant indications that Sunday

trading had been extensively carried on that afternoon. On our

return to the tap room the licensee was on her te t. She said,

"Sergeant Agra, hat's the matter!" I said "You know well what's

the matter - the evidence in there and the number of men I sa leav­

ing the hotel shows clearly that you are doing a big ~unday trade.

She said, "May God forgive you, ~ergeant - hy, my place all day

has been as quiet as a Convent." What could one do, I ask, in

the fac. of such wit and generalship!

After my departure from langanui in 1902, this lady

shifted to ellington here she kept a hotel for years, and made



Constables from ellington, end these men were to be given secret

principal complainant. e made arrangements to get t wo probation

was the first time in his life that he sa: , or heard of a prayer

en this waB

In her young days she

She thought the orld of

en the 3ergeant as admitted,

The licensee as indignant

Here again, the licensee's tact

They arrived at Ruahine and,

The ergeant knocked and declared
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s to have a look round the bar, and this

Those of the same religion as the licensee were

The door-keeper was well up in his business and he passed

She was half through the second Decade hen the Sergeant

This lady had many good qualities.

meeting being held in a public house.

the means here, her hand as always extended helping those in need,

made to the police, the anager of the Ruahine Station being the

"Shawn 0 'Diere •

In the late 90's Taihape was remarkable fcr the number of

Sly-grog shops the township contained. The inducement to carry on

in the hotel, all illegally there. The Sergeant reported the hole

-Q-----------------I

Sly Grog Sell ing

and resourcefulness saved the situation.

this illicit trade wes then great, as the construction of the ain

Trunk Railway had then reached ~tuku, some six miles from Taihape,
It

here about 400 men were employed. Constant complaints were being

sa: le n living and want in her native country, and when she acquired

take the names of all those present. There ere sixteen visitors

entered the room.

and especially charitable institutions.

Rosary.

when ell established, came with the older hands to Taihape on

gave the licensee time to clear a ay the signs of illegal trading,

employment at the station named.

done, she got them all to go on their knees and commenced to say the

affair, but no action was taken.

and to get all in the house into the dining room.

the first thing he did

ans rer ing lustily, and he was taken by surprise and remarked tmt it

at being disturbed in the RosaFY, when the Sergeant commenced to

himself •

difficulty in find ing the right one.

on the ord, and then f 'bl ed ith the keys, and pretended to have

Constable visited the hotel.
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Saturiay nights and mixed and danced ith the cro d, and soon

ormed their ay into the graces of the Sly-grog sellers, and got

as much drink as they ant.sd , Fro t· to time trey furnished

me ith reports as to their doings. The names of the probationers

were Le is and Paul. The latter was a man over 6 ft. in height

and wore No.ll boots, earning for him the sobriquet of Tiny".

fter completing their ro rk at Taihape, they returned to

Wellington. I drew up search warrants under the Licensing Acts

and, a few d~ys before Easter, proceeded to Taihape to execute

them. I left by the afternoon train, and to my dismay, there

was a team of cricketers on board, bound for Taihape, captained

by r , Francis ( a ger , A••P.). The train, in those days, only

ent as far as Ohingaiti and the rest of the journey had to be done

by coach. There was generally a delay of half an hour before the

coaches started. I remained in the Railway carriage out of sight,

and went off to sleep, and it was only the last call "All on board tl

that roused me. I picked up my bag and rushed to the last coach,

and threw mys elf in as it was moving off, and lighted on Mr. Francis.

He wanted to know rhere I was bound for, and I Whispered that I ~s

bound for angaweka to arrest the two recently escaped prisoners

ho ere camped near there. I left the coach at the nearest

stopping place to anga eka and ~as met by the local Constable

(Rutledge) ith his horse and trap. I went ith him to the Police

Station and, after partaking of some refreshments, set sail for

Taihape. It turned to frost and was bitterly cold. e arrived

at Taihape at dawn and at once set to work to execute the warrants.

e found plants in most inconceivable places. e unearthed

sever - I cases of whisky as well as a number of bottles, cases of wine,

several dozen of bottled beer, and three 10 gallon kegw of beer. e

returned to anga eka with a decent tmp load of grog.

n I returned to anganui, I laid 24 informations against

the various offenders. he cases were set do n for maring at tre

anga eka Court before r. Greenfield, S.M., a venerable old gentleman



I did not quite grasp his remarks, and he re ted them. I then

looked at my Charge heet, and there it was clear enough. "Tom"

had got 12 dismissals and I got 12 convictions. y strongest

cases which I relied on most were dismissed, and in my weak cases

I got convictions. It then seemed clear thfjt the principle that

guided the magistrate right through was 'I'll give this one to the

Sergeant, and the next to Wilford."

t the finish of the proceedings I called Paul (Tiny) and

asked him hat brought about the greflt change in "Tom's" attitude

to a rds h im- He told me that, hen he returned to ' le l l ingt on ,
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ho had passed the allotted span. Tom ilford ( .P. for the Hutt)

110" Sir Thomas ilford, K.C., and eW Zealand High Oomn La s Loner- 11

London, 5 brought from ellington by a man named Chute, to keep

him out of gaol, as he as on three occasions previously convicted

of sly-grog selling. "Tom" defended and Constables Paul and Le is

ere my only witnesses, the fonner my star itness.

The cases started, and the C ~urt House as packed. Tom

as in great form and gave "Tiny" the time of his life over some

happenings during his visits to Taihape, especially in connection

ith his friendship for Chute's cook, a woman of amazonian proport-

ions. "Tom" kept addres sing t.3 Insp3ctorM• I objected to

being named out of rrr:I rank. I a s not the Inspector. "If you are

nut", he said, "then you d ••••• 'ell ought to be."

t the end. of the day's proceedings, "Tom" was urgently

called to ellington, and the unheard cases ere adjourned to the

next Court day. "Tow" attended and the hearing of the adj ourned

cases as gone on with, and during the ds...y t he Jourt as crowded

to hear r. ilford dealing it out to "Tiny", but to the surprise

and dLs a ppo intment of all, "Tom" treated "Tiny" with the greatest

cc~sideration during the day, and turned his attention more to

the old Magistrate.

en the rearing of the charges as finished, "Tom"

addressed me across the table. "Honors divided, old man.'
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"You s 1ear that the

I sa id, "Yo u have no license

"Yes%"

after the first day's hearing, he ms put on night duty and one night,

during this period, r. Wilford was escorting ome friends from the

mic Opera, then being performed in ellington. en they reached

their hotel they ere unable to gain admission as the hour as so late.

The Constable then appeared on the scene, and gained "Tom's" good

graces by his handling of the situation in obtaining immediate admission

to the hotel for his friends. It was this little obligement that brought

about "Tom's" kid glove treatment of the Constable during the Court pro­

ceedings on the final day.

Constable Rutledge, ho made the raid ith me, a shre d, far-seeing

man, had charge of the seized liquor, an gave evidence of such in each

case. (All these Constables named herein are no dead.) In going

thDough the various cases of li.uor seized utledge spotted one case

that was slightly different from the others. The case as new and the

bottles ere encased in stra rappers freshly labelled D. C.L. and

freshly capsuled. He opened a bottle and found that it was tar re-

moved from any sort of Whisky, and restored the bottle to its former

place, and no one could tell tmt it was tampered with. "Tom" pro-

duced this case at the hearing of the charge, took a bottle out of it

and placed it before the Constable. "Tom" said to him "You swear you

found th is case in Chute's premises!"

bottle before you contains whisky!"

"I'll do nothing of the kind."

, ly!"

"Take a swig out of the bottle and you'll see hy".

of the coach to pull up and called Gray.

There was an uproar in Court at "Tom's" expense, and to add

to the merriment I said "There are no flies on the Police up this way."

He said, "Apparently not - they must have been there and left their mark. M

On our return next day to anganui, and 7hen about four miles

from anga eka, there ere t 0 men shooting in a paddock close to the

road. One of them had a pheasant thrown over his shoulder. I kne

the man, he was a butcher of anganui, named Gray. I got the driver



to shoot pheasants". He said, "I have." I s ~ id , "You have not,

I have the list here, published four days avo, and your name does not

appe cr on it. Hand me over the bird", and he did so, and I gave it to

Tom on the outside on the box seat was thrown on to the bank, and I

in the centre as thrown in between the horses and pinned by the broken

shaft. The horses commenced to kick and I had a miraculous escape

from serious injury. The driver ~s able to control the horses, and

a number of illing hands soon extricated me from my perilous position.

A oman in the coach fainted. "Tom's heart went up to his mouth until

he saw me out of danger, and then he held up the pheasant and aid "This

is the second time I have been unseated, but I am game to the last.

(Tom -s unseated tor the Hutt seat because of some Election irregUlarity.)

en I arrived in anganui I gave particul_rs of the incident to

a reporter, and he made ~ nice readable local of it. I sent the paper

to Tom and he wrote back and said the t the "local" rculd have a front

page in his album.

My injuries in the accident ere a few abrasions and a torn

pair of trousers.

"Tom" never forgot th is inc ident and, hen promoted to inis­

terial r~nk some eighteen years after, I ired him my congratulations.

He replied, thanking me, and among other things he Sf-id, "I'll be game

to the last ."

When "Tom " was Minister of Justice he visited Christ church

during Cup ' eek and I drove him out to the aces each day in a hired

taxi. Ha said to me It nd you haven't a motor car for your use in

this City on Wheels - you must have one, so apply for a motor car

straight away as I may be leaving the inistry any day no. H I as

a bit tardy in putting in my application and "Tom" had severed his

connection with the nnis try before it re adhed ellington, but he

left authority for the purchase of a motor car for my own use.

"To· •

When go ing do the incline to Ohingaiti the front axle bro e -



Promoted to Commission R nk.

fun over it, as it is the most priaed exhibit in the Victorian Court."

On the 1st March, 1902, I a s promoted to the rank of Sub

At the start, some

I was only six months in

Detective Fahey (late Inspector)

He took it from the child and brought

verything ras done to keep out all

closing, the Victorian Commissioner ( r ,

I must,ho ever,record a couple in the

I said to him, "Say nothing, and e'll have someit along t o me.

it as the "Kelly Revolver".

to 0 many to record here.

La te toot night, as he

the po1ic. at Glenrowan, Victoria.

ichols) missed the revolver and caoe tearing along to my office, and

iug along, and the keen eye of the Detective spotted something that

ith hich the above named Highwayman fought his last battle with

Among the exhibits in the "Victorian Court" was the revolver

ho was doing duty at the Exhibition, vhen sta ding at the ,a i n

one of the children was carrying and, looking at it closer, saw that

The Opening of the New Zealand Interna. t ional
xhibition 1906-7.

Ned Kally's. Revolver.
(The notorious Bushranger.)

ill just relate here a few of the most 1cport nt happenings.

trance to the grounds, noticed a woman and two little boys stroll-

There ere many happenings during the life of the Exhibition,

This was the biggest undertaking of the kind ever attempted

I as appointed to the sole control of the Police arrangements

made, we had an immunity from crime thereafter, and, as the Ex-

in a s Constables, under me.

nature of tit-bits.

petty pilfering took place, but after some half dozen arrests ere

hibition progressed, the number of Police wss considerably lessened.

undesirsb1es from operating at the Exhibition.

in New Zealand and it proved a great draw and a great success.

during the Exhibit ion, having 20 Constables, 3 Sergeants, 8 Detectives

that City hen I as transferred to Christchurch here I remained

for over six years, during which time many things occurred, and I

(one from Sydney and one from elbourne) and 20 Artillerymen, s om

Inspector and transferred to Dunedin.



told me of his loss, and said that he dare not go back to Victoria

ithout it. I sympathised ith him, and told him I ould do my best

to recover it. He as for offering a re ar1 but I ould not let him.

I kept him in suspense until t follo ing night, he e took it alon

to him. I never 54"" such delight as as shown in his countenance.

After this, we re white-haired boys ith Mr. Nichols, and Victoria's

·oost Muscatel -s al ays at our dis osal.

1I••Stand of f too Grass."

The Exhibition Managers were very jealous of the lawns and

flo er beds, and an xhibition Bye-La made it ~~ offence for any

person to alk on the grass, and refuse or fail to move off hen

requested t do 80 by a lionstable.

a beautiful Thursday evening bet "een 8 and 9 o'clock,

Laeutenant-Colonel Bauchop, Commander of the Forces in the Canter­

bury ilitary District, came sauntering along the lam, t il'ling

his ~lking stick and smoking a fat cigar, and looking as if he s

well satisfied with himself. An Artilleryman approached him and

asked him to please stand of f the grass . Bauchop replied "Do you

know rho I am!" The Artilleryman answered, ItI don't, nor do I

care, but please stand off - there are the notices for you to see."

Bauchop then asked for his name and number, but the rtilleryman

refused to give him either. Bauchop then made a grab at his

number, and the Artilleryman said "I f you put hands on me I ill

kno k you d.o. tt This completely ruffled Bauchop's plumage, ani

tbe re as no re s training him the re after. He ent into the bu ilding

and met another rtilleryman, and he asked him to go out with him

and arrest the man doing duty on the lawn. He said, ItI cannot

leave my post without the permis s ion of the Sub-Inspector, but if

you want his name, it is Gunner urdock." I heard of the incident

that night.

Next morning, I met the Colonel about 10 a.m. in the main

passage and, after exchangulg greetings (the Colonel and myself were

friends for years) he said,"I ant you to arrest Gunner urdock and

bring him along to the King Ed ard Barracks to be Court artialled



After the event I received several letters anent the matter.

the supreme sacrifice during the Great are

The following is a fair sample of the others:-

I sa i d,

ere are you taking

s a sworn-in Con-

cu.c»,

Exh ib it ion Bldgs.,

Police Office,

I said I as sorry but

Sub Inspe c tor Dwyer,

I said,

The Gunner

charge that as a inst him. He
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He was not seen again at the Exhibition.

I asked him t

He said, "To the Barracks at Captain alls' orders."

He le tt me ind ignant •

As I as going to my lunch, I met a Sergeant- jor taking the

Inspect Picture in Art
Gallery Buildings

"C'est L peraur
as an example of milit~ry

greatness compared with
military narro -mindedness.
Glad you do ed the Colonel.

Clubs and else here.

but I'd give them nothing as the Colonel and I ere good friends for

got hold of the matter, and the Colonel got a bad time of it in the

The Captain asked the Gunner a few questions and then gave the order

newspaper men trying to get the facts in connection with the matter,

"Stand off the Grass" became a catch- ord at the Exhibition thereafter.

Post Card. (Copy).

The Gunner as charged, and the Colonel ~ave his evidence.

LieutenanttColonel Bauchop was a good soldier, and made

The incident got abroad, and for days I was besieged with

years, and in IIUIny .,.ays he was a good fe110. The pipers, however,

At the conclusion of the Exhibition, the Oversea Exhibitors

"Right turn- dismiss."

duty, I'll leave no stone unturned to have the punisher punished."

h • ,m.

tell him further that, if Gunner urdock is punished for doing his

this man to! '

I said, "Tell Captain alls that I must be called as a itness, and

"The Gunner was only doing his duty, and you ere wrong in opposing

and if the charge was in connection with the grass" incident l ast

could not comply ith his reque t.

night, I would advise him to drop the matter here and now.

stable and, hile serving as sucp, as fre from ilitary restraint,

Gunner to the Barracks under arrest.

s~id, I'll tell the Gunner do~n there."

and dealt ith."
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and Commissioners presented me ith an ill inated Address and a

The preserrtet Iona ere made in

The Canad ian Commis s ione r ( r , Burns) na de

yer ith a purse of sovere igns ith hleh

Apologies for absence were received from essrs. T.H.
Race (Canadian Commissioner) • Nicholls (Victorian
Commissioner) and rthur Day (British anufacturers'
Repr-e s e rrta't Lve .)

In his report on the Ne Ze aland International ~xhibition to

11' ith reference to the surpris ing freedom from crime
in the Exhibition, I must advert to the singular
skill and discretion hich characterised the police
arrangements under Sub-Inspector John Dwyer and to
the admirable way in hich order and comfort were
secured to such large numbers of visitors, both in
the buildings and in the grounds, by his industry,
tact and geniality."

"During the las t days of the Exhibit ion, the Over s eas
Exhibitors, desirous of making tangible recognition
of the efficient services rendered by Sub-Inspector
Dwyer, as officer in charge of the Police at the
Exhibition, initiated among themselves a movement
for making him a suitable presentation. The project
was warmly taken up by others, and last night it
reached the consummation, when a friendly gathering,
hich ould have been much larger but for some mis­
unde~standing as to the place of meeting, assembled
at the Chamber of Commerce to do honour to the Sub­
Inspector. Among those present were rs. Dwyer and
her daughter, and the Deputy ' yor ( r. G. Payling.)

• \ • A. Burns, one of the Canadian Commis s ione rs ,
expressed the appreciation of the xhibitors generally,
and of the Canadian repres entatives in particular, of
the manner in hich Sub-Inspector Dwyer h carried out
his duties. There had been so~e thousands of pounds'
orth of goods in the Canadian Court, and none of these

had been interfered ith in any ay. The speaker's
colleague, r. Race, as sorry he could not be present,
but wished heartily to unite in the sentiments expressed.
(Appl ue e , )

• John Dixon (Messrs. Boosey Co. London) added a

The following is a copy of a newppaper extract:-

the ight Honour able the President of the Board of Trade, the British

Commitlsioner (Gaptain P.H. Atkin) said the fo110 ing:-

the Right Honourable the ~ecretafY of ~tate for the volonies, and to

New Zealand Exhib ition." Other Cornrniss Loners spoke in a similar

exhibits, while they did not lose one shilling's worth during the

the Chamber of Commerce.

last t 0 days of the St.Louis Exhibition they lost £300 worth of

the presentation and, among other things he said tlRt "during the

to purchase a set Jf Canadian urs.

Gold atch, and rs.
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fe ords expressive of the este felt by the ~nblish

exhibitors for the Sub-Inspector, both person lly, a
in regarj to t e manner in hich he had di ch rged hi
onerous duties during the ~xhibition. • Dixo then
read the foIl ing address:-

To Sub-Inspe ctor Dwyer"
.he subscribers, on behalf of themselves and other con­
tributors to this testimonial, desire in some slight way to
recognise the very valuable services you have rendered to
the Exhibition and all those connected with it during it
lit time, and to that end they a k you to accept this
address. This represents no great value in itself but
will be accepted, we hope, as an acknowledgment on our
part of the very excellent services you have given, and
the uniform eourtesy you have shown thro ughout the per­
formance or your duties. ith these acknOWledgments e
extend also our very best ishes for your future success
and welfare, and hope you may have many years of useful­
ness yet before you, and that these years may bring to
you and your family abundant prosperity and happiness."

(Signed) • A. Burns, Commissioner for Canada.
ard Nicholls, Victorian Govt. Rep •

• J.Durie, Ne South ales Rep.

The address, hich was handsomely illuminated and framed,
was then handed to Sub-~~ctorpwyer, ~P~~;" J/l
k~. D Yer.~~t<rJy6~ .;)~
Sub-Inspector~ found t:::':o. to c_ wo~
to express his he~rtfelt thanks to those ho had honoured
him with the presentation of that beautiful ddress. In
regard to the discharge of his duties at the Exhibition,
he lished to acknowledge gratefully the efficiency and
Willingness of his Staff. He proceeded to allude to
the excellent organisation of police matters co~~ected

ith the Exhibition by Commissioner Dinnie, and referred
especially to the arrangements for watching the arrival
and movements of undesirable visitors from other shores.
The fact that there had not been a s Lngl,e pocket pie ed"
at the Exhibition, and no crime sorth mentioning committe
als~ reflected great credit on the co munity, and constit­
uted somethL~g of a record. He was very grateful to the
exhibitors and othe rs for the courtesy that had always been
sh n him. Finally, on behalf of rs , Dwyer, he thanked
the contributors for the beautiful present hieh they had
given her.

short toast list was then honoured in the course of which
r , Edinger (It onderland ,,) and r , E. J. Righton, on behalf

of the Exhibition Staff, added the ir tributes t .o the personal
and official orth of the Sub-Inspector. r. Harry Kerrigan
and. r , ' • E. to ,representing r , Tom Pollard, Director
of Entertainments, expressed similar sentiments, and, afte r
the singing of the National Anthem, the gathering dispersed
ith hearty cheers for Sub-Ins~ctorDyer and ~rs. Dwyer."

The Exhibition over, I came back to the humdrum life of the

City, a big difference to t e life nd gaiety of the ~xhibition.
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On the 12th of August (Grand ational D y) I "a s ordered to

proceed to apier to relieve t In pector there ho was ill. I

as kept there tor over four months. I visited every part of the

dist.ict, from Woodvi l l e to Port anui, twice, and made many

acquaL~tances, both in Ha kes Bay and Poverty Bay.

The end of the foll ing February I s ordered to proceed t o

Gisborne and hold an inquiry into hat as then known as the "Gisborne

Police Scandal." I as only a Sub-Inspector and I could never under­

stand hy the Department called upon me, when there ere Inspectors

in Christchurch, ellington, anganu i, and apier.

en I arrived in Gisborne I as met ith all kinds of oppos­

ition by the Police and their immediate friends. I had to ire to

Napier for a reliable Sergeant to assist me. The inquiry lasted four

clear days, and I must say here that it as the toughest job I eve. had

to do ith in the Police. I had to examine some 28 witnesses, and

ta'e down their evidence myself. Some of the evidence was scandalous.

It took me a clear day to su~arize the evidence and furnish my report.

Instead of the principal offenders be Lng dismissed from the

Service, only a Constable was dismissed, the Detective reduced to a

Constable, and the Sergeant in charge transferred. The inept way

in hich these offenders were dealt ith did not help the Head of

the Police at the 1909 Police Commission.

n I handed my report ith the evidence to the Commissioner

and the inister of Justice, bath complimented me on the ay I per­

formed the ork ,

The Saving of two Lihildren froI!! Drowning.

On tho 26th December, 1905 (Boxing Day) a Monster Picnic

as held in the Canterbury Joc ey Club's grounds at H.iccarton, about

four miles from OhrLst chur ch , Over 5,000 people attended. The

picnic w~s organised by the Catholic Co:nounity of Lihris church. ~ome

time previously, the Jockey laub had formed a lake in the grounds,

and this had only been filled in a fe days prior to the picnic. The
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in after th child but, being unable to swim, she too sank it the

For some reason, these men ere late in taKing up their posts. A

ndered

I ran to the

The sister plun e

A urse took charge of the

the father coming in for a

y son Phil (then 1 years' old)

rs. Dwyer sa the lad struggling in the ater and

The Picnic ommittee presented him with a Gold edal,

The ne paper report is quoted belo :_

He kept out of the way of the cro d , and did not r;ant

Both children ere then unconscious, the small child in a

The lad ent to a friend's house nearby to c ange his wet

child in eight feet of later.

into the lake, and in a second was in trouble.

so young."

child 2 years' old (in charge of its sister, a girl of 12)

to the bank.

cried out to me that Phil wes drowning in the lake.

minute .

very bad way, having turned quite black.

nearest bridge, bounded over the fence and as at the spot in a

saw the mishap from the grandstand (as well as others) and he rushed

to the spot, pulled off his coat and vest and dived into the place

here le sa the children disuppear, and was lucky e ough to get a

grip of the girl's hair, and as able to drag her to the surface.

She held tl child locked in her embrace, an the lad s am ith both

up in recognition of the boy's bravery

Picnic Committee was arned as to the danger of children falling

into the lake and men ere told off by the ~ommittee to rotect it.

girl, and I took over the child, and folIo ed out the Silvister method

of restoring respiration, and after 'orking at the child for 20 minutes

it commenced to breathe, and I kne then tIE. t it a s out of danger.

en this fact became kno n to the ero d a ild demon tration as set

clothing.

share.

any fuss so he said.

He received the Koyal Humane ~ociety of New Ze land's A ard

for Bravery.

~~ the Reverend Dr.G imes, Roman ~atholic Bishop of Christchurch ,

publicly presented him with a book "The Cas t l es and Ab eys of England."

The public presentation of the Royal Humane Society's Arar-d as made

in His jesty's !hBatre (now the ~ivic). The ayor of Christchurch,

( r. G. Payling) made the presentation and among other things he said,

"He as asked by the Society to make the presentation to aster Dwyer,

and he did so with great pleasure, and the more so the recipient being



Sub- Inspector D er replied on be alf of his son•

"The l exandra Hall zas filled to ove rfLos ing 1 st night ,
on the occasion of the valedicto ry conversazione to His
Lordsh i p Bis hop Grimes , prior t o his departure today for
Rome . In add i.t i.on to a large an r-epr-es errtat Lve gathering
of the laity , there were a number of priests preaent • . ~ e
cha Lr VIas occupied by .r , • Pender .

"The pr osorrtat Lon of the rloyal Humane ;)ociety's "srtif-
icate to ster J\ yer , son of Sub-Tris pe c t or J er , of
this city , ' c rescued toe il ren fre r ow ~ a t
Ri.c car ton so e time a 0 , s made b: the": yor of
ChrLs t chur ch ( :r .~ . yling) at the .3 an i.sh-Co Luau Ian
Fe~tival, in His a jesty's Theatre last ni t . aster
Dyer was also the recipient of a Gold edal iro~ the
co~ ittee of the sorts hie the children ere attend­
ing hen t ey fe ll into the a te r ,

Convers az ione •.y'aledictory

In maKing the presentations , the ayor said t t though
the f e e.l Ing that one had been the means of saving the
life of a fell ow creature was ample re ard , provision
had isely , he thought , been made f or publicly honouring
those rho had risked their lives to save others . This
was done here through a most excellent organisation , the
Royal Humane Society of .el ~ealand. Thb.t body awarded
medals and certificates for sav ing life or for attempts
made t o do so . These were always presented in as public
a manne r as possible , so that due honour should be rendered
to bravery . Prior to the establishment of the.e lealand
Society , the Humane Society of ustralasia dealt , ith cases
brought under its notice , and medals etc . ere sent through
the Go sr nt, ho arranged for the presentation . 0 ,

however , they had a society of their own hich investigated
and decided upon cases brought before it . The Investigat­
ion Committee to hom the ork of recommending awards was
comitted were exceedingly careful and searching in the ir
enquiries , and , therefore , it was that the med Is and cer­
tificates awarded by the Roy 1 HUlnane Society of rew ~ealand

ere so h Ig hLy valued. It as at the request of the ociety
that he , as Mayor of the City , was there th~t night to pre-
sent their certificate to \:aster Dwyer . He did so witil
the greatest pleasure , and the more so that the recipient
wad so young . I t showed grea t intrepi ity on the part of
a lad that he should have ris :ed his life to save othe rs
in sucl a courageous laY , He congrutulated aster Dwyer
on ;zaving been the De ns of saving life , and his family
on possessing a member who had thus early d isplayed such
pluck an resourcefulness . That coura~e as the heritabe
of t e nglo-Saxon race , and the co .unity should feel
proud that aster D er had so e a r l y exhibited thi uality
i n sucn a noble manner . He trusted he mibht live long to
possess th' honourable di~tinction hic was one of the
noblest tha.t anyone could po ae ss ,

t e. sta e in the programme , Bishop ~riI!les said t y 'ouId
remember the act of eroism 0 ed by ast hiliu yer
on t he oc cas ion of the icnic on Box i a at the Racec urs e ,
At the' minent ris. of his li e , he had plun ed into th
at r, and h j been thtl eans of sa i t·:o ives. He (the

Bishop) understood too matter of runt ing e. e ds L tu .as te r
Dv~er for is h roic con uct vs' ef re the Co ittee of the
.!e 1 ...eaLand Humane ccc ie ty • .-le' i led , ho tev r , 0 his 0 m
part , befo e le~ving C' ri~tc urc , to ID r } is se e 0 tne
er ism di )lay d by ,,':a.. t r 'y r by prc s en i, . him " ith a

'. ".., . t 100l\. 1. e Cas .ie s abbeys 0 ..' ::n[;la 1d ."
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r t.hre e ays ! remand , id this zas grarrt.e •

risoners int o the hristc u eh .:e t Corr...Jany 's

c n 1::' c ' c 1. 0 " and ' e f 0

ext c..:r e

t.augh t to S' 'im es r y in 11 e.

this .

pr Lsone r I'r'cra h im .

the rig t -of - ay into He re fo r

t o the '7hite Hart Ho te l a cro d 0 1 hoodlums , Lnc Lud i.nz a ny iootbal ers,

.Jt.. t U ~fiY night , t e 3th JUly , 1 5, c; n table 'cLell n

arrest a fi 'runken IDa near 3tr n0e 's i n Hioh Street , and he he got

sur r ounded the Co na t.ab Le , ma ul.ed h i about i t e l ud n k i.cke d him .
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The oya l Humane .) 0 i ety 's ward s to f t he r anc 'on for

is Lor s:Ji. then pre s ,';e iw the v c:
;..l'CH Lns o r i.; t i cn , t a t tng t; bra o z t he,

police ..nd pr Is one r-s vere st i ll tne r e ,

greatest t e c i ty .

. noc ced do

A man named .l3ea rne came t o te l:ons table 's

a r rested another man ho assaulted th

bravery , hang Ln 5 ' de 'y i e , '/ill not be s e in E..y; ~ .es in

i n a cab', Cl I or ered , I t.t:l me: .t Lae ,

..t this t£. e I I' ived on t ..e sc , •

diotunbanc co tin e

a.:..d or..e of t he sh o ' s f i tti gs , o Ing 'a..age to the ext I! ....f £2 'I'ne

I a ske d

seve . _ re a e t ... 7 re Uu e .
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T e rt>ltl r i, don t.

cor i unc t i, 1. ' i n th 'ress, ..hen i

f irs t ca s e called.

re~istance to pis arres t that led t o the subseq~ent is -

ortly :..._ t r t e f Lr ... t cas e e r L il.L u .;: 1 ti

3at..lLiai ni. e t '3 d I s tu rber ce s r ne in th
: :ecist ,p. te I ~ 0 urt tn i S i..oru l.u , ~ uu -rL . (;j ct I'

:. 'er tated t hat :.e de s Irsd to c...11 0 t t e t Lon to
a1'1 - i c l e 'l: . c.. p.es. ed Ir, ":;:'rutl" nday
even in], last, t e veu ln.; en zn i.cn

ccuse fLr t c~_~ ~e. I' ~~ <...rticle
c ora ented on the actio. 0 t , e poLi.ce i regard. t
the riot , ~nC: elso CO.•m.e nt.e d il ..or. t rous reanne r
on t . case wh Lcn "/' 5 still re t he Co rr t , hc,,t ,
ne ubmi t t.e.l , t', s a ...;ross cortercpt, cl ti. :rivil­
eLes f t he "::curt . ....Ol t:. .U· :1t, t ne .Juu-In.: .:e c t or
... a i, he lieve(,;. Lhe re .i;..::i no ot .e r ..:!.u... :'1 the
cclony tn:.t ··IO..l'd :1 v resorte t.J sucn a c n e
Lbl.e .e tnod of c r inb own tne olice, ,:: 0 'ere
. t t em ii :"ns t o resto I' ll:i u al orae ' . Tot con ent
ritn ubLi.s h ing t' e s Lar e ous state eut t e.as :ves
i n "Tr-ut r. hey a Ls 0 , t ha t ve y e ve n lr v, "ire them
ve d fer ~rd t o the .ellin~t ost" , a
s t rc ng party pa er . _ .i.s had een done , e t cu g t ,
from some motive , ei her personal or pol Lt Lce l , he
could .et s y : ion , but it Uc;;.S one or th ot er.
T e 1 ice t.re not e fr'" id uch c ' ents , ecanse
t ey 'ere he - ur e th y ha t, e confi 'el.cA d the
la - a b i d i ng section of the co . unity . But the

,'I'. Do me Ll.y de e nde -l , an

11

T e rematks I ma e ~re fairly fUlly g iven i r. ~~e fol1o'ing

The EHtor of t.h i.s pape r "Tr u t h" IS

f c..mino r t i.r-Le a e re in Truth

e11ington ' vening P03t."

u 1 i.s ne' t "

r , Po uI s n , _ a te -r ib1e g rudge a <...' ... t one or two of t ne de t.e c t rves ,

In describing t e co nduct of tne prisoner, tne bad 1 nguage he

c Y of n spaper Cl tting: -

then referre to th un err- .it.ed attack made n he police bv ":'ruth"

the Pol iCE! •

'ere on , ~hE:. r1 e s De.. m, t e priscner ': ose ctions caused all t e

.uarters it. Cas. e L ;;) re t .

turbance and damage to property , I asked the 7- ,-,';'u~n te , if th cases

used , and t

ne rlS ••ape r •

trouble , was t

of Pa.rLi.ament f r .:>tratfo d , an Chairman of tre Dairy B s rd ,

police and lied in several ~art' u rs i. co.nectiun 'ith the ri t.

and a mo re b i tte ~rudge 8 u in~ t t. e "Se d n" Gov er e r.t , a

'J ere roved to h i,s satil3'iaction , t o ' po e a su t- ntial e 1 Ly , I

oissea un 0 ortuni j of s 0 ino is bitter feelings .

.ot sa t i.s f Ie d wi.t h this, o rd f o ,' or
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only nominal f i ne s ere ~posed.

r . Donnel~y called

He went from here

If he remained a journalist

ape r .

I co uld neve r find out wr~t

The pris ne r as found guilty on

The ot.er risoners ere found guilty , but

' 0 days a fter the Court ca s e s referred to

to Ta r ana ki, and apparently got on well .

took place at that meeting , but fourteen days t.ereafter , Pou son

he ould hardly eve r attain the position of ember of Parliament. I

.:0 have decided to make no co rmerrt in reply to the
above attack until the cases involved have been dealt
·ith by the ag Lst.ra te , e xc e pt to say tha.t this journal
is in no way respons ib l e for any article hich has
ap Jeared ll1 any other ne/spaper , an to regret t at
anyone should have interpreted its r-emar-ks as showIng
any comtempt of Cour t , - Ed . "Tr u t h".
(The a »ove w s al l that "Tr ut h" ever said about the

matter .)

hope he sometimes r emembers me .

The ~a istrate said the 60ur t coula anI expr Su an
opinion , and he must say t t the article com~lained

of s a ltc6et.er u.callec for . T;are 7as ~~ertain

roce i ure whi.cn could be taken a",, '" inst t ews ca er .

Some time a fter these proceedings , ano the r ca s e of assaulting

the Pol i ce took place, and a !ell days a fter, t e "Press" came ut Vlith

"COlI: ents th t ~ re co . s tantLy be Ln, r.ad e by t i s
news a. e : ad had the effect c. Lnc Lt Ln t:'e criminal
port ion of t. c rmur L to th" ts of violence t 1 t
l'd ee recent y itnes:e here. The Sub-Inspector
st te that he ha bee assured b a. old officer from
t n., S dney olice that it as j ou rna.l i.sm of this xi.nd
t .a t led t o such a state of a. ~ irs in ~ ydno 50_ €I yea rs
ago , when res e ctable eo le a d t. pol ice had to 20
a out r ed ith revolvers to protect t tIt;, III fro tne
hoodlums .

Continuing , the Sub-Inspector sai the ne rspa.er in
question yas owned by so e of the most respectable a ~

i n fl uen t i a l mem ers of the communit . e could not
f r a orae nt unde rs t s.n that t.ey could encourage or
be a pa rty t o su ch inc i tements , rh i c tended to thro
t e Law-ab Ld i ng end once '3 cbe I city . t o a bear- g rder •
I ns te ad of the po lice being crie do ! in this fashion ,
t ey sh oul.d be su parted fer doing tleir duty •

To prove the c ha r ge s asainst Denham as well as t he others , I

he cal l ed a meet ing of the Directors .

controlle d t he "Tr ut h".

seve r e' his conn e ct i on i th "Tr ut h" ne

t le three charges , as f ined 1 j - on the irst c rge, and 5. on each

of the other t '0 charges .

ca l l ed outside evidence . I called a 'r e Jamieson , A J •• , ho gave

ve .'] t ro ng evidence as he saw the rhoLe th in •

severcl witnesses f or the defence .
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avo ided with a little tact and forbearance .

I t can be said that , in many instances , indiscreet end h sty

Police •.lhe Public an t

Tussle iitb the Heavywe ight Boxing Champion,
of :e', Loealand, Ja c Lloyd .

liThe statement made yesterday by .:Jub-Ins ector yer E..S

to the e t t Ltude of t 1 ublic to rds the police in Le tes
a c nd i, tion of affairs that, unless checke, ioht e ily
become a serious menace to the ""ood order of t e city. The
reelin displayed towar s t he olice 0 lute s, he aid,
very bad, and he ';as afraid this hostility as gro 7 g. He
believed some men would stand complacently by and see a
pol Iceman kieked to dea th , uch an indictment of a section
of the public deserves the more attention because it comes
from an officer of long and varied experience, whose intimate
ec uaintence with human nature is not likely to lead him to
ex erate any temporary ebullition of feeling on the part of
a cro d . C.rititchurch has for long years borne a good reput­
ation f ... r the La :-hbidin~ character 0 f it res idents , but in
ever con~unity, even the most peacable, t ere is a proportion
zhoa e unruly Ins t Inc t s array them against constituted author­
ity , especially hen it takes the f orn of a policeman . It
may be that, from some cause or another , this feeling has
spreec in Christchurch latterly . It is a sympton of mitirule ,
hich all reputable citizens, both for their 0 n sakes, and

for the credit of the city , should discountenance by all me ns
in their power. For if it once became a general article of
fa ith that a pol iceman "Jas a I ays in the wrong , and the man
he 1CS trying to arrest as the unfortunate victim of a brutal
official , to be rescued if possible , and in any case to receive
such sympathy as is expressed by hustling and "booing" , te
should be within measurable distance of mob la~ a!d all that
it implies . There was not the faintest excuse for the con­
duct ef the crowd cn Thursday eveninE. The men !ith horn
such unnecessary sympathy was expressed had been fct ing in a
manner calculated t o endanger the limbs , if not the lives , of
othe r people , and the police very properly took them in charge.
Thifa ct t t it needed five constables to de,-l lit two offe d­
ers was due partly to the disgraceful conduct of t e cro ld
and partly to the advantageous position occupied by the men

ho were being arrested. The police have often difficult
duties to perform, and it ill be admitted that in t1'l:l great
ma jority of in~tances they carry them out ith tact and for­
bearance. But their tesk ill become much more difficult
il they c nnot r eckon on the mo ral, if no t e active, support
of the public. e trust , for the reputation of Christchurch,
tl~t the ~rning by t e Bencn yesterday ill have itw desired
effect , and that e shall have no more public exhibitions of
uncalled f or hostility to 'ards the police."

At about le p .m . on Satur ay night, the 25th J uary, 19 8, as

person by G.G. Stea 's Grain and 3eed ~tore {now Hallenstein ' hen

action on the part of some policemen bring on trouble that could be

the io t eLs and shops ere clos in , I was standing talkinc to another

the follo in rticle:-



v.ild swingi.ng blow at me. I ducked from it, an I s eize him ir.. the

same W&y as on the fir't occasi.on, lifted him 0 f his feet end thre him

on his face and put the Swne gri~ on him - and y a ct i on ~ s approved of

by the cro d. t this time, t '0 of my men a r r i ved , and ie had great

ifficulty L>J. put t Lng him into the cab. To some, it ma appear im­

possible that I could do what I have stated, as Lloyd's eig.t in his

boxin8 engagements w~s 13 st. 2 lbs. and my eight then was _4 st.Blbs.

Lloyd haj a bottle of b er, and this he as brandishing about. 5 he

pa sed me, he gave me a po e it th bottle in t ~ neck. I tol ' : im

t mind "hat he as doing, and not to be actin the blac guard. H

c me back and pointed the bottle at my fade and a i d "I'll poke you in

b ••••••y eye dth it." :!ithought he was going to do so, and I struck

it out of his hand ith a blackthorn stick that I VI s carrying, and made

smithereens of it on the f oo'tpa th . This enraged him and he s aid "Is

this your B••••••••game t I said, "You know rho I am, and if you dare

lift a hand to me you'll suffer for it." Scarcely ere the ords out

of my mouth en he struck me a s inging blo~ right on t e mouth. The

blow s ent a thousand stars into my eyes, but I did ot fall. I could

have cut him i h the stick, but I dare not use it as I mig t seriously

injure him. I threw my stick away, and, as he was makin another

Gwinging blow at me I side-stepped it, and I cau ht him ¥ith a reel

catch-as-catch-can hold. I pUlled him out into the middle of the

street, and ,ith three times my usual strength I lifted h~ bodily off

the ground d t hrew hdm on his face, and put the grip on him, and with

my hole weight on his back held him safe. By this time, a large crowd

had collected and some of Lloyd's friends "anted to interfere, but

others ho sa the "hole thing ould not allow them to interfere. There

as one man in the ero d (Whose name I as never able to find out) ho

made a ring, and said to the crowd that I should have f ir play. I

spotted a cabman in the ero d named Drury, and I told him to go and

fetch his cab, and he did 50. t this stage, lJ.oyd started to cry out

that I we.s hurting him, and said he would go ~ it me quietly if I allowed

hml on his feet. The crowd too asked me to allo h~ on his feet, and

tel.e a r i.s
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No sooner was he released and on his feet when he mc,de a

Lloyd ana three or four co~panion ca e out 01 t

I d id so.



hole affair. The are Jim allace, of the Grand Hotel, and D••

.ahoney (Horse Trainer - a boxer himself, in his day s )

I sent the prisoner to the lock-up ith the t 10 Constables.

After recovering my hat and stick (safely kept for me) I lent and

a l a doctor. The blo· on my mouth that I received from Lloyd

loosened all my front teeth and sent a tooth throueh my upper lip.

When I arrived at the ~tatio I Was greatly surprised to find my

gold watch c lain and diamond locket, hich ere tor from my 7atch

in the struggle, awaiting me. I mUut say here that the cro d treated

me exceptionally ell.

ext morning, Sund' y, Lloyd sent for me to the cell, and he

ras then bathing his s ollen leg in hot a te r , This 'as sprained

in the struggle. nen he saw me, he commenced to CEy and sai "I'll

be gaoled for this." I said, "You ought to be. He sa L ,"I ould

not mind for myself, but I am the only support of my poor old mother.

I said, "You should have thought of that 1alFt night. You ere not

drunk by any means. You knew well what you ~re doing, you knew me.

If you didn't, I told you."

T e case came on next morning, r. J. Cassidy appearing for

accused. I did a thing that morning that I'd never think of doing,

if the case es not my own. I lent and sa the agistrate ( r. Day)

and he saw my mouth, and after he htld congratulated me on my esdape

from more serious injury, I said to him "I a doing a thing no t~t

I'd never think of doing if it was a matter bet ean the prisoner and

any of my men, but as it is a matter bet ean mydelf and the prisoner

I wou11 a Sk you not to send him to geel. He is in steady employment

and is the only support of his old mother."

The case was called on, and the prisoner pleaded guilty to

the charge (through his volicitor). Instead of stating the facts

from my place in Court, I stepped into the witness box, and a s ced

to be s om so that I'd give all the facts on oath.

hen I got beck to my place, I ha i a dissatisfied look from

• Day. I could see that he thought it s a clear case for gaol.
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There are t 0 men living in hristchurc oday ho itnessed the



and died here about 10 years ago.

The folIo ing is a eo y of newspaper extract:-

die there about four years ago, at an advanced age.

a ne he of

I remained in apier until

The Caddy bore the following

'rs. Lloyd (nee :ary Kelly ) lived

I returned to Chris tchurch for

o said that 'r. and lrs , Dv/yer's

---------------

then he trie d to come back, his leg always c e

The presents, tion tool( pla.u in the Chamber of Comnerce,

number of friends of Enspecto r- 'yer and :rs.
Dyer asse ble in the Chamber of Commerce Hall,
Christchurch, on 'ond~y mvrning, for the purpose
of making a pre Jentation to the latter (states

If

He congratulated Mr. Dwyer on his ,ell-earned promotion and

It as not generallJ' kno m that this Jack Lloyd r

The acistrete fined Lloyd 10. and damaues.

the notorious Bushranger, ed Kelly.

against him.

Boxing .ssociation.

Inspedtor there being suspended from duty.

"Presented to ~rs . John Dwyer by a fe Chris tchurch
friends on the occasion of the departure of Inspect­
or D~yer and herself from Christchurch to apier,
February, 1909.

Jack Lloyd ent to the Great ' ar, and returned here a broken man _

For dis piplinary reasons, I took no part in the proceed ings.

r. • Hayward briefly responded on behalf of rs. Dwyer.

r. Bishop then presented rs. Dwyer with a ~ilver Tea Gaddy

On the eve of our dep~rture, Mrs. Th,yer w s presented by her

After his conviction, he was disqualified for twelve months by the

for years, as an old age pensioner on the South Belt, 6hristchurch, and

On the 14th of t e folIo ing ugust (a~'or~l ay ab a i n) I as

ordered to proceed to apier at once, and ta e over the di trict, the

the beginning of January when I w s promoted Inspector, and appointed to

the permanent charge of the district.

the family, and our belongings.

friends with a "Silver Caddy" inscribed, contE;ining One Hundred and

Thirty Sovereigns.

and w~s made by R. C. Bishop sqr.

friends could not allow the opportunity to pass ithout s ho in in a

small ay the high esteem that they ere held in by their Christ church

friends.

wished tnem both every happiness ~d success in tneir new home .(Applause.)

filled ith what he temed "Golden 'rips."

ins cription:-



•
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The facts of the case are as follows:-

Three days

It was known

ur der Case.

I liked the cl imate of

oodville BabyThe

They left ths district on the same day, ith the ostens-

~s only two days in the hotel, and about 6 o'clock on the second

put up there at a boarding-house. They only sto.ped there two

man and a ~oman 'orked for a farmer at katea, a

I got on very ell ith the people of Ha kes Bay during

"te""venino·es). r •• C.Bihop, ho resiaed,
aid t ~t tnose pre~e t des:red to exten their

heartiest con ratulations to Inspector yer n his
recent rcmo ion. Ins ector 'yer hi s eLf coul not
attend hat day, for the police regulations ere of
aver" strin ent cha cte , and perhaps it le~ a
well that that as so. That, ho ever, did not make
the fact any the less, that in hono ur i.ng .rs , Dwyer
they ere honouring ~"e Inspector Dwyer as ell.
(Applause). They wished Inspector and ~rs. Dwyer
happiness and sue cess in the ne 'I city to which they
were going, and they could not allo the 0 portunity
to pass ithout giving some little souvenir of Hr.
and s. Dwyer' s residence in Christchurch. They
desired to express, through rs. vyer, the hi h
este€~ in which her husband as held by his Christ­
church friends, and their heattiest congratulations
upon his promotion. (pplause.) r . Bishop then
presented .rs. Dwyer with a small silver tea caddy,
filled with hat he termed "golde! t Lps;" (The
caddy bore the inscription described above. ).

There were many ha.ppenings during rrr:f time in Ha vke s Bay,

cni.Ld ras found, a cord tightly tied round the child's neck, giving

after this, a green game bag containing the body of a ne ly-born

morning the landlady heard the cry of (apparently) a new-born baby,

leave the room, carrying a green parcel under his coat.

ible object of getting married. They journeyed to 'oodville and

days, and the woman shifted to a small hotel in the township. She

and about five minutes after she sa a man ( hom she identified)

cO~1try district bet een Dannevirke and the Coast. The proprietor

of the farm and his v:if e kne the relat ionshi the t existed be twean

the t '0.

as the

Ha kes Bay immensely.

but one in particular I must give a place to here.

the four years I as stationed there.
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Sheriff to the Foreman, "Gentlemen, have you agreed on your verdict!"

The Foreman ans ze red "Yes". "How say you, have you found the prison­

ers guilty, or not guilty!" The Foreman answered, " ot GUilty."

The Judge was so taken aback that he could not speak for t 0

the indication that the child e. s strangled. n Inquest as 0 ened,

and the Doctor ho held t e post-mortem, te~tified that the child as

born aliv • and as strangled it a cord ti htly tied around its

re ck , I put Detective Butler on the job of ork ing up the evidence,

and he put toge her one of the stronge t cases I have had to do ith.

The green game bag that the body was lound in s identified by a

saddler in oodville who made the bag himself and sold it to the

accused man, whom he fully identified. It was also shown that the

accused tried to purchase a hold-all in two other saddlers' shops

in .,oodvLUe, but such articles were not stocked. In depositing the

bag containing the infant child in a culvert in the Railway line, the

person had to climb over a seven strand barbed 1ire fence, a feat

only an active person Cvuld perform.

The preliminary hearing, which I conducted, of the charge of

murder preferred against both accused was taken in the '{oodvill e

, g i s t r a t e ' s Court, and, as I have said before, the evidence was

compiete. Both were committed for trial to the apier Supreme

Court, and at the hearing of the charges at that Court, the prisoners

ze r e jointly ind icted for murder. JUdge Chapman VIas the Ju ge pre­

sidin. The forew~n of the Jury as a Shipping gent, a German by

birth. When the prisone rs were called on to plead to the charge,

the famale pleaded guilty, and through her, Counsel tried to sho

that she committed the deed and that the male prisone l' had noth ing

to dc -ith it. The Crown ould not accept the oman's plea, and

ent on with the charge. Th evidence as as clerr as noon-day

and the Judge summed up dead against the male prisoner. The Jury

retired to consider their verdict, and, after t 0 hours' deliberation,

returned to Court to announce their verdict. His Honour took his

seat on the Bench to rece ive it (and I know Ibe bro ught his "Black p"

After the usual question las put by thewith him in his pocket).



this case.

from r. Fraser:-

I as told that the Foreman as indignant at being s " oned as

He did not

"!hen it becane

The farevell

s over brought us

There were over 80 representative citizens of

iss Dyer and myself, and after the function

Hast ings Club,
Hawke s Bay, .Z.

ay 26th, 1912.

The folIo ing is a copy of the letter of invitation I received

f~re 11, and ~r. A.L.D. Fraser, x .P. for Hawkes Bay, as appointe
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They sent a motor car to my home in apier for ~rs. Dwyer,

To evidence this, e would like to Bay farewell in a unison
of voices. ill you, therefore, !jeet us on Thursday evening next at
the rand Hotel, Hastin§s, at 8 o'clock and give us an opportunity of
saying how little or ho much the citizens here appreciate you.

~stings held a maeting to make arrrolgements to give e a public

nown that I as under orders to transfer to Dunedin, my friend s in

Yours faithfully,
(signed) Ifred L.D. Fraser.

I never spoke to the Judge afterlards that he did not refer to

On the 20th fay, 1912, I received ord to transfer to Dunedin •

J. Dyer ,Esq.,
apier.

Dear Dwyer,
l ith pleasure and regret jour Hastings friends learn that

you have been given well-earned prom tion. It is ple~sing to us to
know that your services are appreciated, but at the same time it is
"ith regret that we part ith you.

to manage the affair, and right 1ell he succeeded.

function took the form of a Banquet, got up on a lavish scale.

back to our home in apier.

waiters in livery.

Has t Ings and surrounding districts present.

Everythingd the best was provided; in fact, there were four male

The shift meant a substantial increase in my salary.

a Common Juror, instead of a Grand Juror.

thank the Jury for their services.

minutes, then he s ~id, I must accept the verdict in accordance ith

la , but I must express my surpris that t elve intelligent men could

bring in such a verdict in the face of the evidence."



- 52 -

The foll ing is a copy of the ne spaper extract:-

loquent tribute to the success hich has attended
the administration of Police Ins ector Dwyer in the
Ha kes Bay district, and to the high position he
occupies in the public estimation as testified at
Hastings last evening, hen the Inspector w€s enter­
t£'.ined at the Grand Hotel by his H tings friends.
The attendance, numbering over seventy persons, as
fully representative of all sections of the community.

r . • L. D. Fraser presided, and ith him occupying
the seats of honour were the guest of the evening,
Inspector Dwyar , and :r. Judge Gilfedder. pologies
for their unavoidable absence ere received fro~ r.
H. M. Ca.mpbell, .. • , and ies e re , G•• Donnelly,
Ste\rert taddell and Vale Hoadley, all of whom regretted
~he Inspector's departure, and wished hirr: all success
and happiness in his ne s. here of labour.

In the course of a eulo istic s eech, the Ch~irman said
they had the honour to have associated it them that
evening one who held one of the most important positions
in ubIic ife, and ae could say that on no previous
occasion in the h Is t or v of Hastings had he seen uch a
representative gathering as as assembled that night.
It was a compliment to Inspector Dwyer that . swell
deserved, ( pplause.) and 'ould bear good fruit to
others in the same department as himself, inasmuch as
it ould prove to them that, hen a man f~ithfully and
honourably carries out his duties, he ras appreciated
by the public, . 0 were prepared to ac kno eedge his
orth. They had met Inspector Dwyer in the position

of an Off icer of the Crown, which was second to none
in its importance and in its delicacy of manipulation,
and they had known him as a citizen. He could look
back over 36 years when a little band of men were
driven from their native land by its tyrannical la s,
and had to do what so many had done since, and carve
out their des ~inations elsewhere. They had come to

e 3ealand, he was proud to say, to better the selves,
and had also bettered e ealand, and in this regard
he was pleased to see present r , aniel 'Rail1y, ho

as a shipmate of Inspector D~er's when they were
thrown upon the welcome shores of e ":ealand ithout a
pem1y, but full of that energy and bull- og pertinacity
..hich had s r r Led them through it honours. ew
Zealand han seen all claases of pioneers, and Inspectop
Dwyer as one of thos e rho, b his integrity, as in a
proud position to'ay, honoured and respected in the
ccnmun i.t.y , ( ppl.aue e , ) In Gilbertian rds , "a police­
man's lot was not a happy one", but he as justified in
saying that the oen wno were now pl~ced in the position
of preserving la ~nd order were men of much higher ideals
than those of many years ~go. Today the Dominion was
cliced with a class of men rh o joined hand in hend ith

the Community and said, "If you will help us e lill help
you", and the consequence ras that la .. and order were
upheld.(Applause.) Inspector ~yer had been an example
to these under him by his honourable methods of discharging
his duties, methods hich had uon a~~iraticn herever he
rerrt ,

In asking the Inspector to accept on beh If of his ife
a silver tea service, bearing an inscription "From your
Hastings friends, 1912" ani a pair of opera glasses, r ,
Fraser said he felt e was voicing the sentiments of
everyone in th~ommunity when he s id that they parted .. ith
the Ins pector with pleasurable regret, pleased that his
services ere being recognised by his promotion, regret at
the departure of an able officer and ste ling citizen.( pplause).



" r , Fras e r also asked Mr . "er to accept an autograph
book bea r Ing the finge.·prints(laughter r rather , the
si natures of those present , an' proposed the h ~lth of
tl ur Guest ' h i.cl sas to sted ith mus ical honours.

Judge Gilfedde r sa id a oliceman had often to perf rm dis­
agreeable and irksome duties, a d hen it s seen t at he
endeEvou red to ca r r y out t ose ~ uties al give the s~tis­

faction to the Depa r tmen t t at I ns pe ct or "yer had given
it as a sour ce of gratificat ion . Ins ector ~1yer WtiS

bern , not ith a spoon in his mouth but a ladde r , and he
had climbed t ...) the to rung . (A Laus e , ) ,)11 this he
d sir :'0 ccinpl Irnent him . The y had b en intimate friends
for eLeve n ye ars , an d he as pleased to hear of his re 0' ion .
He believed that throughou t the Dominion the police d isc arged
t heir duties ith a thoroughness t 'lat did them credit . He
kne I n s pect or Dwyer 's SllC(;eSSOr ( Ins ector '.oonovan) "ell and
ne f t.l':. sure t at the latter ras a nan 1.0 :oulu "i le;.,p rec-
iation of the people of awkes Bay .

r , ~ . H. :illiams he rtil' congratul ted. t e Ins ector on hi
romoti n , nd alt: ou n the were sorry he as leaving Ha1 es

Bay it had to be borne in mind th~t it as the Inspedtor 's 0'

fault . He was such an a le office' , an his ideals of his
pub Li,c duties ..ere so high as to zar-rant the romotion .(Appla'Jse.)
He hope d he ould r i s e still hig er in the service , and reach
the top of t e tree. He had be er brought into c l os e contact
with I ns pect o r Dwyer on one oc casion hen r . Cornford (The
Cr-own Pro secutor of lIapier) as laid asied ith illness and
had been good enough to ask the speaker to conduct the criminal
prosecuGions at the Sup reme Court. On that occasion , he found
that , as f ~r as e xpe r Len ce 'went, the Inspector '18.S a man of
marked abilit y , and hel ed the Crown Prosecutor in a consider­
able degre e . He was always fa i r and that as one of the best
qualit ies that a man , holding his particular position, could
have ( pplause .) remark had bean made thqt in years gone
by the des ire t!5 the police was to persecute and not to prosec­
ute , but it had to be remembered that , in conducting a prosec ­
ution , the police had not only the individual , but the whole
community , to consider . I n s pe ct o r D/yer would b able to
look b s.c k with plea .. ure to his career in Ha: .e s y a ,
a1th ugh he (r . Ll Ltams ) had no brief to s e ak for the
Lega.I prefes ion , he as sure he was Int.e r pre t.Lng their
feelings hen he ished Ins ctor Dvye r an his ife all
future happiness and pros er ity . ( !Jlause .

r • .• P . Arc ibald (T. e Ho n . J . D. rmond's na ge r ) speak-
ing on b alf of the racing community , apropos of a rem~r

hieh had been made by a previous s pe ake r , 5'- id tru.. t e
generosity of the racing en in ew ~ealand WE-S unexce lled .
eferr i g t o Inspector Dwyer , _r e Archiba1d sai tha~ a L n

who ~s not a good sort was no t a go d man, an it ~as be­
cause Inspector IN'yer as a thorough sport that he was such
an able man . ( pplause . )

ir e '; . J • .Ibite also added a tr ibute to the encomiums paid
to the Ins pe ct or fo r his sterling qualit ies . He had met
Inspector Dyer on many occasions in the practice of his
pro fe33 ion , and had al:ays kno m him to show the greptest
consideraLion for opposing counsel, and to hold the scales
of j ust i ce evenly b l anced between the prisoner on the one
hand and the Sro III on the other . ( pptaus e v )

r . Charles Hughes , senior Justice of the ea ce , lr , T . ~.

Lawlor (Hastings Courthou e Staff) r . C. L . 'ac ersey (
representing tne Boxing Ass .) 'r . :r. '1' . Blake (on beh If
of t Nat i.ve Race) and r , • Ge r ge also added their
eed of pra ise t o the I ns pe c t or' s vo rk .



with the various functions:-
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The day before I left Napier as a busy day for me. In

In the afternoon I as farew lIed by the

veryone was than happy and pros erou •

'r. S. 'cCarthy, 3 • • , said they had met to say
goodbye to Inspector Dwyer. The Justices of t is
to ~ tn~ught that, on nia promotion to a ore im­
portant centre, it as fitting t at they s ould
tender him their congratulations and express their
r gret at his leaving the district. Inspector

wyer had aI' a s met all classes of people ith
tact and' rtiality. In conclusion, ...r , :cCarthy
expressed his regret at Inspector Dwyer's departure,
and congratulated him on the fact that the author­
ities ~ad decided to give hiw a better positioM.

"Far-eweLl, from Jus tices:
"A number of Justices of the Peace together ith
Or. S. 'cCarthy ,5. '., as semoLed at the apier

Courthouse yesterd y morning to bid farewell to
Inspector Dwyer ho le ves tomorrow to take up his
duti~6 as Inspector of Police at Dunedin.

The follo ing are copiew of the newspaper extracts dealing

Inspector yer then proposed the health of the Ch irman
in felicitous te s, and ~r. Fraser replied.

t this time, the borough of Hes t Lnga as advancing rapidly,

During the evenin recitations w re contributed by
essrs. J. • Gallag er and T. j est, and songs b r ,

Vic cer s , ...r , Brownhi 1 presiding at the piano."

"In reply, Ins ect r yer, rho as rece ive i tn loud
. lause, thanked the various spesAers for tneir kind

remar"s, also the people of 'estin :s for their hands me
• rese ts wnic. e assured tntJ.... is ife ould cherish.
T' e promotion he a received was a substantial one.
His removal as not of is 0 n see ing, and he could
have hap'ily remained in Hawkes Bay. Ho ever, the
Department thought other ise, and he had to leave here
he had been so ell treated. Continuing, r , wyer
said sreat po er rested itn a olice Inspector, and
if he ased that po er tactfully and judiciou ly he became
a useful member of the community, ~hilst on the other
hand if he acted with seve rity an ind iscretion his
use ru Ine s s as impaired. Haw] es Bay was a crimeless
district, and possessed a sober community, and the
result was that his sojourn here had bee one long
holid .y and a path of roses. He again than ed the
speakers for their very flattering remarks and sai
that if he had such a conpetent and loyal staff of
constables, sergeants and detectives as he had had at
apier his work in Dunedin would be a great pleasure.

la te by the La ~ Soc iety •

public, and .rs. Drye r was presented "ith a purse of 75 sovereigns.

the morning of the 11th June I as farewelled by the "Justices I and

In the evening I was fare elled by the Police of the district.

of Hawke s Bay behind it.

Hastinos was L~ the better position, as it had all the wealthy stations

and a certain amount of rivalry existed bet een itself and Napier.
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eS3r s . J. • Large, J • • Thol:lson, .;). C n n
d J. H• .;) eat: a lso refe rred in natter ing t erms

to the good qualities of Ins ector 1yer , s t ating
t "at he had al ays been the friend of the people ana
had done his or y zealously as an officer ot the
department .

Inspector Dryer thanked the speakers for their ve r"y
kind remarks . During the four years he had been
stationed i n apie r he had striven to do his best.
He had al aye had the support of the .~gistrate and
the Justices of the Peace when conducting business
in the Court . Inspector Dwyer concl uded by a ; ain
thanking the Justices for their kind wor ds of :rare rel l ,

r . cCarthy said that he forgot to mention that dur­
ing t he last three years the re had been a grea t de­
crease in crime due to the energies of the police .

Inspec tor Dwyer replied that the deci ions of the
Jus ~ices had al ays been sati factory , and he had
never known of a judgment to be q ue~ t i one d .

res entat ion to lr s , DNyer:-

pleasant lit tle function took pl a ce l ater i n the
morn ing at the ":ayor's room when a number of Nap i,e '5

Le a ing citizens a t he r e to honour Inspector Dwyer
and ma ke a pre sent at Lon to ,.r s . Dwye r , rs. J. Hig,,,ins
attended with rs . Dwyer •

• John Higgins , wno presined, said it gave him great
pleasure to see so many present. The population of
Nepier had increased , but crime ad decreased , a fact
which as largely due to the tact and sincerity of
Inspector Dyer. He knew ho Y to control the men under
him. Inspector Dwyer 'as "out on his cwn, " .r ,
Hi gg i ns t.en called on His orship the .ayor , r. J .
Vigor Brown, ' •• to s p ak on behalf of the citiz ens of
Napier .

The" ayor s cid that all present kne that Inspector
yer had been called awa to one of the most important

appo intments in the police service in : ew ":ealand . l.:r .
Brown regretted the departure, but he was le ased to
know that Inspec tor Dwyer 1:...S the man chosen by the
Government for the pos ition . He had always been
careful and judicious in car ying out his duties
irrespect ive of the people he came in consac t wi t h.
The speaker then stated that he had been asked to
present to ;r • D...:ye r a pur e of sovereigns as a
token of the estee of t. u d r es Iden t.s of NapLe r ,
The ayor ished Inspector and _rs . Dyer a le asBnt
and prosperous time in D nedin , and expressed the
hope that the Inspector ould enjoy the be st of health
eo enable him to carry out his on r ~ us duties .

r s s r s , .. . lowman and J . cVay endorsed the sentiments
expressed by t he yor , and rished Inspector D y r success
in h i.s ne sphe re .

The Chairoan proposed the toast of the guests , which as
duly honoured and rece ived ith cheers .

Inspector Dwyer , ho as greeted ith applause on rising,
said he ha l to thank t :ose present for the kind remarks
made about him. I t was very consoling to know that he
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"had the good ishes of the people of ap Le r , He
ea tily thanked the citizens for their generous gifts

to rs . D:yer hich she would greatly appred iate. His
r mo t ion was not of his own seeking, and he rouLd have

been ~uite content htid the Department assed him over.
In six ye rs' t" e , Inspector wyer si, he oul be
entitled to his full pension , and he as certain that
he ould then return to Ha kes Bay to spend the remainder
ot his days . He oul d ever forget the kindness of His
orship the .ayor , and he expressed the hope that !r .

Brown would long be spared to car r y out his ork for
the advancement of t he district .

Urs . Dwye r also briefly thanked the citizens for their
gift .

The healths of the l~yor and the Chairman were also drunk
with mua ieal honours . "

Solicitors' Fare ell : -

"Bef or e the ordinary bue ine ss of the Court commenced
in the afternoon, Or . H. A. Cornford, on behalf of the
rapier Bar , of ien he s proud to be the senior member,
and in accordance ith His or-snLp ta e rmls s i.on, stated
that he ished to say fare ell to their esteemed friend ,
Ins pe ctor r;)wyer . He complimented the Inspector on hi
promotion hile he expressed the deepest regre t at his
removal from apier . He considered Inspector Dwyer had
always been and wlways ro ul.d be a satisfactory and fit
and proper person to f ill the eminently high pos ition of
Inspector of oLi.ce , I ns pe ct or Dwye r had had his train­
ing under Inspector Scully , which should be a sufficient
guarantee of his ability . I t ,as a pity that the Inspect­
or was leaving apier , but the Service had higher rewards ,
and he as sure Inspector Dwyer would meet with his share •
.r . Cornford trusted that Inspector Dwyer ould carry ith

him remem rances hich ould be cheering to him all through
his life . On behalf of the Bar , r . Cornford ished
Inspector Dwyer health, ealth and happiness .

His orship stated that it as not 15 years since he first
,e t Inspector Dwyer , then a Serg~ant hile he was a agis­
trate in Central Ota go , He had had opportunities to atch
the I nspe ct or' s ork , and hen he left Central Ota go it

s predicted that he ould become an Inspector. ':'he
prediction had come true. His orship joined i t h the
members of the Bar in congratulating Inspector Dwyer, and
expressed the hope that he would be a s happy in Junedin

s he had been in Napier , and that he [ould enjoy many
years of useful office , and thereafter many years of
comfortable retirement . "

Inspector Dwyer , in returning thanks , snid that since he
came to Napier he had received nothing but kindneGs from
His orship and the members of the Bar . His stay had been
one long holiday . He had never met kinder people in his
career . He as grateful to His orship for the assistance
he had always rendered . He had also to ·thank the local
olice Force. T ey l~d always supported him and made

his stay in apier a very pleasant one Ind eed , "

Fare ell fro the Pol:ce Force:

large numbe r of representatives of the police force in
this district assembled at the apier

Police Station last
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'evenin to say fa re... 11 to their c. ief , In pector D' er ,
and t o make a r eae nt.at Lon to rs , er as a mark of
their esteem for her , and appreciation of her husband .

t".
vergeant Hogan of Hastings said it had been spontaneous
desire on the part of all members of tne police force in
this district t o ma ce a presentation to rs . Dwyer on
t e occasion of her husband 's promotion to the Inspector­
ship of the Dunedin district . They ere all very sorry
to lose both her and the Inspector , but were gl~d to kno
that he had been called to a higher position in the sertice .
The I ns pe ct or had ever been ready and illing to give ad-
vic hen asked to those unde r him, and had al ays been very
easy to approach . The men, one and all , regretted that they

ere losing I ns pe ct or Dwyer and lr s . Dwyer , and trusted th~t

they oul d meet with s uccess and ha piness in the s out h .
Sergeant Hogan tne n asked' r a , Dwyer to accept a zoLd necklet
cha in t o hich was attached an a r t i st i cal l y designed brooch
set lith amethysts and pe rls , also a beautiful travelling
rug and a leather brief bag .

s . D:yer briefly thanked the donors for their v~luable

gifts and assured them t t she and I ns pe ct or Dwyer ould be
very sorry to l eave t .em .

Sergeant Cummin s s id he came to Tapier 3~ years ago , and
had al ays got on ell ith the Ins pector . He as very
sorry that Inspector Iyer was leaving them , and as sure
that their loss ould be unedin 's ga In . If the Ina pe cto r
met with the same loyal support -in Dunedin that he had
received i n this district he would have noth i8g to regret
i n going the re . He wished Ins pector Dwye~nd s . D~yer
every happiness in the future .

Detective Ke mp , Detective Butler , Constable O'Halloran and
Cons table Ros s noski, also expressed the i1' regret that
Ins pect or Dnyer and [rs . Dwyer were leaving the district .

Inspector ;)wyer , in replying , s aid that if' credit had been
a r ed to him it had been brought about by the loyalty of
the men . He thanked the s peake rs fo r their kind r emarks ,
and for tneir handsome gift'! to r s , Dyer . He urged the
men to extend th s ame loyal sup .ort t his successor,
Inspector 0 'Dcnovan, t · t they had al ys given to him."

----------
On the 12th June , 1912, I transferred to unedin , and nothin

to note happened unt il the 1st February , 1913 , then the r k of
Superintendent was created , and on the 1st ~arch, 1913 , I , with
three other Inspectors , as r~moted to that r enk .



or man.

duo rial trike of 1913-14.

This 'tri'e _~ t'e b Lgges t th' g of tne kin toot has

happened in ew Zealand since the big arit' e ~trike of 189 91.

Fro the time the strike as declared, it co u1d be seen

that a great deal of bitter feeling and riotous conduct ~ou1d

follow. This is always to be expected hen "special police" are

~sed.

For a fe days after the declaration of the strike I as

kept busy ith 1: r , Bartholome , s .. , enrolling and earing in

Special Constables. e enrolled 600 Foot Specials, and 400

ounted Specials. 'I'he Mounted Specials ere billeted in "Tahuna

Park", an id. 1 place for a military camp. The Foot Specials

were zo rn in, paraded, their names and addresses taken, and they

ere then dismissed until called upon, if required. I had then

a good can ith me in ::3enior Sergeant Dart (no a la practitioner

a t et ven) , The "enior Sergeant as an e xcelle t drill ana s

L1'J.-s t
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The next event of any importance to occur

In ellington and uck1and, it wa the signal for disorder

and bloodshed when the Special Constables appeared in the street.

It was not possible for the Police themselves to maintain la and

order in i1e11ington and Auckland ithout the aid of Special Police.

When some "specials" are provided with batons, they fancy they are

empowered to do a lot of things, and sometimes their actions Le e.d

to trouble that could be avoided by the use of a little forbearance

and reason.

Although Dunedin was the headquarters of the S amen's

Union I as able to manage to keep order ith my own men without

the aid of Foot or ounted Specials.

In those days the watersiders ~~d seamen were not a

vicious combination and, when properly handled, ere amenable to

reason. Today, the Police have different elements to cope ith,

Communists and ad Feds ho have no respect for t e Laws of God



see around me today.

rounds, placed t 0 large tables in position, borro ed the necess-

ary tools and aprons from a local butcher, and hBn the sheep

e got on

ere ea ably

There was a r •

and fellmongery orks

t the close of his re-

ritime Stri e, there ras real

I said I had more time at my

ere a splendid lot and tno one

The ~oun ed Special

d a glllo s erected in the gaol

They

I

ell set.

I said to r. Gatfield, If you se d in 120 sheep on

Also, I had a friend in the 11 mmerce Protection Conm Lt tee "

all particul ra.

The inter follo ing the Great

arrived I as

givi

assist me.

ell skilled in hand1 ing men.

of re dering assistance to those in dire ant.

doled out to hose in need of them.

is , at Boreham referred to.

Gatfield present, the 0 er of a boiling do

at Evaline, outside Oamaru, ho stated that he had a line of 2 ~ of

vent st ight aflaY and had "locals tl inserted on both news pape rs ,

the finest sheep that ever passed through his hands, a d these ere

1inter reminds me in a smaller way of the distress and want that I

distresJ in all seaport to ns, and the distress I sa in Oamaru that

diapoa~l than any of those present, and could undertake the job. I

Thurs:lay morning to start 0 it , I'll make all arrangements." I

ne tDose in distress, and I had a good man in view who ould

I got there I found seven residents eliberating as to the best 1ay

at the disposal of the poor, but he did not know ho: they could be

t the Strike Committee's second meeting, a well-known Labour

One night I was sent for to go to the ueen's Hotel and hen

ho kept me informed of ~ at went on at their meetings.

the .aritime Strike already referred to.

marks, he said 'How can e cro ss a man 'ith a he art 1 ike tha.1;!" T' i

Ings ,

my name L~ connection ith a matter that occurred in amaru, after

o er of' the premises 00 re the "Strike Committee" and the '..:oxecutive

agitator named Steve Boreham, hen addressing the meeting, mentioned

COJ:1 anded by r , Lu . az Le tt and r , Cr sb Ie orris.

of the Seamen's Union" met res a namesake and an old friend of mine,

and s e kept me oated in everything that took place at these meet-

I had graa~ lUCK L~ the handling of this strike rioht through. The

splendidly, and not a thing ould be done ~ithout C nsultin me.



so did his t 0 brothers , and old rs . oreham, the mother , lived in a

Oama ru , and eight years after this event I saw him brea in stones on

d

I told

You see

aru then

ua re , and

t 6 o'clock t'

In this dole of she ep the

t the time , the eather

t this moment , Steve Boreham

This little action on my part

as as good-hearted a fell ow as ever

I ran up r . etfield and asked for

ount 0 froom a t V ic to r La
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'10 those it over three of a family I ave

iniiter of Fi nance ) rang me up at my Office

You have any

He came to Oamaru with a large sum of money and spent it in

One 3a tur ay night , hile t he strike as on , the iayo r , 'r .

Steve oreham , reviously referred to , lived in

The donor of those;i>heep

put e to the trouble of bringing you be fore t he vo ur-t ,

onument , t ings ere as the ~,yor had described. It ... 5 j u t

9 o 'clock and Cons t abl e s and Sergeants in charge ere then going
~

on , and coming off , duty . I he. the halted in case of trouble.

I took a Sergewlt "l it me and approache d the s aker , a Vi ct or i an,

said he ould speak on 1'1h re he was .

any moment.

how the st reet tra t f i c is blocked, and a serious accident may happen

named McGuire , a r egul ar "firebrand ." I said, " I hope you 'on 't

you can s ak there until you are tired wi~hout interru t ion. He

mounted the steps of the onument a d aa Id " e ust obey the Su er-

i ntendent, nd those of you ho are out for law an order ill f olIo

as bitterly cold , and the meet wouLd easily last a eek ,

the "Ca r gill onument" , that the st reets were blocked wi.t h people ,

and the trams eo uld not r un and ere held up by the crowd.

him I 'd be at the seane in five minutes . ~en I arrived at the

and stated that some of t he st rike rs ere addressing a meeting at

ga ined tIe favour of this noted Labour agitator , Steve ore:ao .

Downie

~ounteJ Constable to the old mother .

lit tle cotta e on the ro ds ide t uke ur i. ,

tl rea Borehaos participated , and I sent half a seep out wit the

lived .

the roadsia.e at remo ho , a suburb of langanu i .

of them unde. 65 lbs.

120 sheep ere isposed of .

a .1 le shee , a d tnose u er t.hr e half a sheep .

60 more and t ese ere also disposed of .



said ," little 'mesmerism" did the business."

and a ed me ho I managed to dis rse the cro d it. out trouble. I

member

lq- minutes

re not 50

Be fore comin to this

not a "Sunday :301 Ler' , :mly

The COl' :ttee announced that

He addressed me by saying "Have

I

In three minutes t ere

The Specials ere 10 h to return to CWilp

The ayar and a friend of is atched the

men only in protecting the free workers an

r"

• ) ' .m. I warched 40 men out of the Poll.'ce
Station

I h ve 40 men at my disposal, and I pled e y os it-

Tlis seemed to satisfy the: .ittee.

t

lohl; atisfactory.

me to Victoria Square.'

ere ewept a\7ay like mut ch ood tnis mornin •

left at t.e ..:onument.

e

in order to test the efficiency of t e rran ements, and

em ty-handed .

took my ub-Inspector (Fouhy) ith me.

I :ad 2 0 'oun ed S cials beside me at the h rf , an this I con~ider-

it had promises from 300 free labourers to ork the boats.

- e Rail ay 3t~tion was t e r ndezvous , and 3 a. • ~s t

proceedings and, after the cro d had dispersed, came and spo e to me,

vited to attend a meeting of the "Comme r-ce rotection Co ittee. 1I I

bef re the Port as opened I gave a "f'uLse ala m" to the Camp of f Lce r

All preparations were now beinS 'de for t e openinb of the Port.

you plans of the Harbour a d harves prepared and barricade e re ct edj "

I ha d two telephone connections 11th "Tahuna" ~rk", and a re v days

the Saturiay night befora the openin of the ort I as in-

of the Co.!l.ittee (a 'r . Ritchie) was, I was told, opposed to me for

some reason right th u h the pie ce ,

I said, III have no plans prepared.

a po l Lceman , and I a quite sure I am not going t en ge e in bat t Le ,

meeting tonight I seriously thou ht out my in entions in this matter.

The flimsy barricades erected by th Harbour 0 r on its 0 m account

I intend to use my 0

ion to pick up all the free labourers that may turn up in any part

keeping order.

of the city , at any time , day or ni ht, and afely escort t em to

the ships they are to ro r-k on, and safely protect them there. I

have two t ele phone connections fith the ...0 unte:l ,'] p at ":'ahuna Park"

and i1'1 re s nse to a false ala ~ on Thursday morning I ad 20 ounted

Specis.ls beside me at the wharf in lq- minutes, a this /'as most

sat is f eto ry •"

t i e fixed .



r e

f a

ent on

to my a La ,

~e must

I deLiv r ed

I t 0> my

I bounded off

• r t ee t i n

t re e t ,

... Li cc U t i o •

t about 4 c ' cl ock

not ap ea re d 0

ter.

ne ;:- ~ •s

1 "s , tl a s r ~ nt n

cl four strikers on t o

fe incidents happened on the

~.ere ere a v r ea nt and

ad, an t he d or las closed

an ' collared on , one ra a¥ y ,

The u

t bef or t he : ur t .

~ver street in t' City ras atrolled

hen I oot nea r u

tation th r e ':'Tere onl 7 free l abour-

! it e t o the ::

b r-e ra v ere' r r Lvtng ,
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o t l .e t 11 i rrt ,

r

I ~ai the r e , s no b i1 f r the pri~onvr,

in t r t ya rds r t. 10 Y t u dn no action.

H,n il ay Cr.:' ie ials •

r ",e e

'e xt da , the c rrying a" ~Y comme nced, n

lhen e bot to t.e Rail ' w

. n , .1e :' sa .. me arr es t i.ng one r t le ... f enders t hey c

zasn t t a "bo o" nor a hoot".

SOl. it "ee a t

se::' t o t e .e ve y a t rr- ng L •

r ena In . th Lock-up unt il

conveyed every act ~l ~

I ':as sto p ed by thr e nerab e r-s of he 3trike I.I lI I.l!I,it tee ,,'1 0 ~ ..ant e

ner f r any pr isoner f c u ~i c

to b il t e r i s cne r ,

an t 0 ran int t ne fu L la y Goods

b~t I .aved them of f ~~ a id I ould see t. m

three Go .s~ E.bles

the wh~rf (I had no Arthritis the

lorry, emptyin out thv s t uf f wit a 1 their mi . t.

of flour and sugar and other things,

after the b t

f r cn time to time more free

7i t out an interruption.

The reet i ng place of th free labourers ras supposed to b k

the Goods Sheds, I as ast ounded to see the street stre n 7i t ba ;s

in the afternoon, as I ves alking al ong t he ,harf, r ound i ng one of

That even . n th free labourers started unlo di ne; t' 70 ships,

the , . 6r e •

qui et i ye t the streets fro m the Reil a ~tation to t. e wharves at tha

early hour er e lined with people.

by Stri ePic ' et s , and these ere successful in prev~i ing on t e b 1-

anco of t he free la ourers t~ return to their homes.

'ay to the ~harve s , but i ' ~ ul t a e too lono to gi ve p~r t ic u l~ rs of

era to pie u, ins te ad of 300 .

7J'l(/tI'tJ
al ong to t e P ice St atio 1 t hro ug)

"

a.
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bye to me.

£6 ,OS ,

ment i.one e xt r a ct.

aLd a y 11 c her ccount~ _ c u "r

I

i.s f i.e .....

t

3argo d.

c f you .

t e sea. 1 ha ... deci
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It:' I:lPOLe n,

te por al and social blessing i

of ne' ,., ap r extract r efe rri 0 t o t le

le t i me a ol'ce Uf fie r: -

the Cow... r ce rotection Co ;):.. i t e to b " fare 'el ::' t o e:-

T, e f E .i 19 is a co

y e er riend ,

6 -

u e.. inten ent D ~yer , i n tne cours of a
mcdes t r e ly , ave every cre dit t his sub­
ordinate off'cera an the men 0 the .orce

Yours incere ly ,
(signed) • J yea . J"..l

The foll wing is a copy of a 1 tte re ce' v a fro an 01 resi-

"Testerday m m Ln His 7lvr .,; i t he layor
( "r. J. D. Ste' art) and the xe cut ive of
t he Commerce r otection Committee of
Dunedin met Police Superintendent D ~yer

at the Town Hall for the purpose of con­
ve ing their ap reciation of the service s
ie hac rendered to the ommittee , and to
the public at 1 rge, by his tactful handl­
ing of t recent strike from be ginning to
end. ariou spe a ker s referred'. hi g' l y
comp l Ime nt .a r-y though s incere t ern s to t he
manner in 'lie he had carrie ' out hi s uties
in e t i.me of stre • e:;o it tee also
ccngrctulate t e 3u eri~te dent u on vi n
r ece::.vec. ch r e r the C ristch rch d Lst ..ict ,
and lis he d him ve y sue ceos •

ish ing you an ..... family eve
the great desire of

It may well be said of you tna~ by your conspicuous abili
you have pr ov d yourself h:G ly fitting f r t h hi honours con erred
en you , a beFcon of honour all through t e ice.

I see you are about to leave us once mo r e . Ho rever ~lad I
am to kn ov it means romc ticn, still I s a l l rn ' s your ever en i, 1
appearance.

ent of! l:' en ,

It le&sin t o Lnc ' you a r e 1 vin in hon ur c ro
the fruits of common sense , a d ability , so hiS 1 earned al thr u£ ,
and none t e less in your recen~ most excel1e.t triumph in the 1 bour
trouble~ , the s ol i t a ry saviou~ of eace a ono al l the olice i the
Dominion.



nl •

,

~ ixmone •

the sum of £3; 59/16

ole 0 t

·urder .

T e car con a ined John

s carryi

Coast

ett· b a ay witn t e

... he aymas te I'

ut t e s blance of a c:ue be in 0 teined by the police.

'fuen the ca r r eached Ranunga , so~e six miles out of

i

y.

There 18.5 eloven times more m-ne y sent in Ch Ls t chur ch

Ir ball , the murde I'

this , a can in ambus 0 ened f i r e, killin Coulthard ana fata lly ~oun'-

Cc uLt ha rd , driver of car , '7il1 iam Hall , aymaster , and Isaa c Ja e ,

On the morning of the 9th No vember , 1 17 , a otor car left

Since my arrival in hristchur h , t.h i.s as the first case to

the amount of mOBBy spent in Christchurch in ccnne ct i.cn t. ere ri.th ,

ho , he aa Id ,
fu't.e

t th
..el every

The next great t: inc, to happen wa t e Il'/orl .1 1' '' but it as

f t er arr iv ing in Chr i s t churc h, my f irst ~ork rs to pay t.e

- - - ----- --

I n Auc. 18n the s t~ike cost £38 ,000 a d in ~ellington £34 ,000 .

rece ive r. 'r .
·0 b re e t -

e e.rtat fare' ell
to Sup inten ent 'J r . Conve ID con rat­
ulations to him u on pro otion , d beot -is e
for a successfu~areer , but free fro a I' pat­
it ion of the re cent anxiety .

ASdi~tBnt t naster .

•• p cen of any importance t t I as mixed up in .

no art'. t hese notes .

mine 1'5 '

days ela .se

than was spent in Dunedin (£2 ,000 in Dunedin - £22 , 0 in Chr' ~tc u c ).

by t e Police , and hen ce the mone sent like ateI'.

Greymout for "J ames " 30ve nu nt Coal Lne ,

For saving thousands f or the Government as I id , I got formal thunk

Grej out, , t h re ;as an obstruction across th road and , vh Ll,e re ovin

accounts i ncur r ed in connection i t h the strike , nd I 'as amazed et

where the.'e as no tr ub Le of n... in , a d not one c cces Lon f I' an

arrest .

I n Chris t church the affair as controlled y a .ilihry me Ins t eau of
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Superintendent Dwyer, of Canterbury.

------------
Superintendent Dwyer has just been appointed to
succeed Superintendent Kiely in charge of the
Canterbury Police District.



man has c oe from the Coast where t at aVful murder t ook place ,

rUst -

s seCl a

street, they

etecti Tf:~

3uspect returned to the

I placed t e matter in t

cious I' l l r ing up the Super-

bbo t to IDeAe . ediate in uiries .

I sent t'l

Later in the d Y I received another

He S otted suspect in Lichf i eld

The suspect sli pe: out of the

all outle t fro .... the Coast to

e Detectiv s re aine outside the

suspect c ...e out on tt

On the morning of tle 15th I received a :ire from

took h' al ng t t e et ctive ff ice in a tax i .

She said , I ihat nonsense , i n't he travell ing with

Besides this , I

r.O 'Brien , anting to use the safe, had to re ove the

of etectives ~o n lly an

- 68 -
In the me ntime, the Gove nme.t 0 fere a re rd of £5 0

ra t c.•ed h' . all the time .

or he a r e -t ... f t le 0 •

h0~el ; t~ in , a

3tree t , but did nothing but ,atch him.

intendent . "

hotel , carryi g the case , ! ic , by the lay , contai ed 11 the

ire from the Inspector saying that .'C hon as intimate 'it a bar-

organ C'Brien. That evening an impo tant thing ha pene d , The

and as the case is heavy and su

ac c sted him

Tle Detectives ne got on the scent , a d r . O'brien

office, etective Gonlelly noticed suspe ct fumbling it the little

I have often thouGht how near r , 'brien 'lent to gaining

s cour ed t hat part of the to m .

hotel and had tea ,ith .is s c ahon (barmaid) , and r . ' Br ie n

hen

stolen money , i t hout bei g noticed .

milking machinery parts , and the case contains these parts ,"

most part of the £5 o. re rd.

The sus e ct as then carrying a small cas e , and , when seated in the

sa l e.

cas e, and f inding it rather heavy , r emar ce d to r-s , 0 'Brien "This

and this he took into t ..e office , and placed it up auainst the

Ins ec or Cruic.shank of reymouth s ying that the movements of a man

c ir cn we t.ched ,

su s ct arrived et the hotel , ccrrying a large travelling case,

maid of that name in Christc urc •

giving his name as .!cMahon ere suspici us , and it 185 supposed that

he as making for Christchurch .

They le cated t · b~rmaid at teEm ire Hotel , then kept by r .

offender.

... f pelice to assl_t tl 1 c~l oe to scour the countryside f r the



at once sent a De te ct i ve to s: epherd t e barmaid, and, if she tried

the bag, the Detect've grabbed him and seized a re olver t 'at he hel •

I

the

en t e t 10

ector Cruic -

he rest uas

of

I came in for many

In searching the case,

Detec~ive ~ 3 n ' t so quick,Ut

n the ba
in Christchurch.

It <LS clear that e had t e right man.

The prisoner' name was proved to be ";iilliam

Blocks of 5. an £1. notes as ' ~n t'ey 1 t the

s fully loaded.

11 ged Immorality
River von

There as great jubilation over the arrest of the

I etained the barmaid as an accomplice but, on full

He was sentenced to deat for the u der 0 Coulthard

It fell to my lot, 7i h t e assista ce 0

suspect mig t ..ave shot the pair of them.

numbers identifiab e.

printer.

to leave the hotel, to bring her to the ~tation.

The revelver

a great s i t.

For over t ,0 yeqrs, t e Council of Churches ~ rete and com-

- e then 'ayor ( r. H. Holland) as in ( ct i ve sympathy 'ith

investigation, I let her 0, as the evidence ' i d not :arrant her

off nder, both in Christchurch and the est Coast, as it as real-

case that he had opene , and as he 'as ith ra in g his hands fro

the contents of the case as displayed in t.e Detective Office it was

ann thero found the case it the hole of the stolel. money. hen

Hotel, ar~ took the barmaid to her 10 gi ngs in 1 ucester treet East,

Detectives had su pect placed in t 'e cell t J returned to t e' ire

rt of It eep g Tom.1t

the Detective fO~1d it contained a bloc of 100 ne One ound Totes,

is d that e ha secured a dan erous criminal.

de t er.tLcn ,

congratulations.

divided amongst those ho er entitled to partici ate in t e

shar...k , to allot the £5 • re var-d !fered 'by t e ove rnmen t ,

Eggers."

etc. d as hange in the Lyttelto Gaol.

rewar4, in accordance wit the service they rendere •

pluined about the immoral conduct on the river banks, and kept up

Detectives Connelly and bbott eac. got £1 5.

an incessant agitation for more lights on the river ban s.

the Counc il of Churches, in fact, was one of those Who acted the



s to or lity on the river b n s ceased, nd there has no~ been

Previous Com laint •

a c u: lai.t since.

a

report in full,

fte my re ort

The foIl 'in ne s aper extract gives

I next received a letter from you on .ebruary 22nd,
1917, inforning me bha t t e Reserves o...mittee had
received a complaint of immoral conduct on the river
bank, especially ne~r the 01 fire station in Chester
treet, and asking n~ to give the matter' ediate

Clean City.
Slanders refuted.

The iver Banks uestion.
Police Superintendent's Re ort.

T e allegations ma e at the City Council' ...eetin a
fortnight ago, by the Rev. J. J. Ior th , the ev , J.
Cocker, and 'I'. • .•• ees ,as de uta t Lon fro. t
Council of ehurc a, ith re ard to the c n uct of
peop.le on the ba ks of the von , were refuted at the
City Council's meeting last evening. The Council
ha before it a special report furnished, at its
re ue t, by Police Superintendent J. Dwyer, ho as
blunt in his references to the allegations.

Frequent Patrols.

Superintendent Dwyer ~rote as follows:--
Just t 0 years ago I received the first complaint
(an anpnymous one) implying that Unmorality w s
carried on by couples fre uenting the river bank
at night. I had the complaint attended to, and
for nig ts the river bank 'as patrolled by the
police, but no acts of indenency ere observed.
The next 00 plaint on the subject ~as made verbally
to me some t.enty m n hs ago by the Rev. • Cocker.
That gentl man complained that he ha i~nes ed an
act of gross indecency by a man a d "oman on the
river bank, not far from his residence. He also
cc plained at the S8..1.e time that he h rre uently
seen a man hanging bout the river ban near his
house, and he believed t. is man as acting the part
of bully for some of the omen who u ed the river
bank for the pur.ose of prostitution. I had
s ecial attention given this complaint an had the
river bank patrolled by plain clothes constables,
detectives, ser eants d constables in uniform,
and by the 3enior ~erbeant, ar~ only on one occasion
vms it found necessary to de:ain a couple, e. man and
a woman, for alleged indecency on the river bank
at night, but, after the case was investigated at
the police station, the couple had to be al.Lo: ed to
go free, as the evidence gainst them 'es not con­
clusive enough to justify their detention. I 7ish
to mention too that nothing has since been seen of
the alleged bully by either the detectives or the
police, although they ha e m~de search to find him.

(Copy of newspa er extract):-

reac , and aft r the ubI "cation of these rocee Lng ,co Laints

and ~hat folIo ed t the Council's meetin •



Peeping Toms. 1l

The illegitimacy statistics for t e f ur cities of the
Dominion in 1917, publi~oed sooe days ago, conclusively

hew that Christchurch is the most mo al city of the
lot.

T e "ayor said he stood by hat he had s id before.
He had seen acts of imnorality. On leaving the
Co unc11 C bers a fter the revious me e tin the
de utation had patrolled the river bank, and in the

I have done ev since,
to trol the river
go to s 0 tn t t ey

ta e excej.t Ion to.

dol'S d.The R ort

- 11 -

"attention. T', I might say,
and I have ev n u ed the atrons
bank at n i ht, d their reports
have seen n thing t at t ey c ul

Cr. E. J. Howard moved th t the report be received, and
the Police thanked for it. He believed the report to
be absolutely tru. It had come as a surprise to him
to find that the !:ayor had permitted the city to be
slandered at the last meeting. s a man !ho had
"knocked about the orld some", he declared unhesitat­
ingly that Christchurch was one of the cleanest cities
in the world. Cr. Howard also chided public men ha
defamed the city in which they lived, and paid a tribute
to the fairness of the Pal ice •

It ':'6 quite pos s Ible that acts of indecency have been
itnessed on the river bank. I also believe it to ee

possible for a man ho adopts the role of "Peeping
Tom", and atches from behind a bush every couple who
may come along, may be lucky enough to see something
to satisfy his morbid mind , and re ard him for his
pains. There are no no kno.n brothels in the city,
and I am justified in saying t at hri tchurch today
is singularly clea! in this respect.

Eve y sergeant an constable do Lng ni t duty in t e
cit ve for year past furni aed me ;ith a report,
at the end of their fortnight's duty, on the state of
the city, especially on pr stitutes and ot er undesir­
ables, that they may have seen alon , or consorting
ith others in any part of the city, especially the

river bank. ith t ese reports, and other overwhelm­
ing evidence before me, I am compelled to sa y tnat the
complaint that the river bank was a cesspool of im: or­
ality was grossly exaggerated, and a libel on the ood
name and fame of the city.

During the past f rtnight, I have had t e river banks
specially patrolled by pl in clot e s police. une o us
cc uples were to be seen along thEl river bank, lying
about and sitting under toe trees, sometimes in each
other's embrace, but nothing was seen that t e narr ~est­
minded person could taKe exception to. The sight of
the white frill of a petticoat is no proof that the
wearer as in the act of co .1 it t i.ng sin.

• P. R. Climie seconded the mot ion. He thought the
statements made .t the preceding meeting ere grossly
exaggerated. He had lived in most ci ies in Te
Zealand, and considered Christ church t.e cleanest. An
unnecessary slur had been cast on the good name of the
city, and it behaved every public man to combat the
false statements which had been made.



Cr. Ho ardt~ oti"n r~s carrie ."

Visit of the Prince 0 . ales to Christchurc •

For days before the rince's visit to Chr-Is t c urch exten ive

preparations for according him a royal reception were carried on,

bunting and flags flying everywhere. People flocked to the city

from all parts, days before the event. Hotels and accomodation

houses ere packed, and never before, or since, 'ere so many people

gathered together in Chr-Ls t chur ch ,

On the evenin of his arrivel the streets fro the Rail ay

Station to the Christ church Club ( here the rince w s billeted

ere crowded 'ith people, and so vas every position of vanta e.

The Police car, containing the Commissioner of olice .Dd

myself, led the van, and the be at of order reva Ll.e d . The people

of Ohri.s t chur ch did everything to make the Prince's stay in Christ-

church a pleasant one. Race 'eeting ras promoted for hi pleasure,

and he fully enjoyed the racing - in fact, he started two races.

I ma e fr~ends with the Prince's c ief body-guard, ~etective

Inspector ~l~rkson, and on Kace Day e had a fe investments together,

and at the end of the day we showed a profit.

The morning that the Prince left Christchurch the same cro ds

were present. The Rail ay Station as crowded, not ithstending the

fact that only privileged people were allo 'ed on. About ten minutes

after the Prince's arrival at the Railway Station, he sent for me,

and _~ly shook my hand, and congratulated me on the police arrange­

ments, and the order and comfort prevailing during his stay. He

said he would have liked to have re ained a few days longer in

Christchurch as it reminded h' more of the Ho e Land than any place

he had seen. As the Royal Train was about to depart, th rinca

aga ir sent for me, and, rhile standing on the carriage latform, he

anded me a s all bluish case and said, Take this as a memento of

"very places indicated by it d seen acts of' or~lity.

- 72 -

He again warmly shook my han and said,

he people around ere astounded at the

my visit to Christchurch.

"I ish you every luck."

honour he showed me.
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account of that event:--

The 30th of June was the day when I was to retire on

s presented

a rads ,Final

-----------

Su erintendent Dyer attended his last P&rade
yesterday afternoon, hen officers and men from
all parts ot LIe city and suburbs assembled in
the police yard, and were addressed by their
chief. 'This ill be the I st occasion, '
said Superintendent IYer, 'on hich it il be
my privilege to supervise your monthly parade.
I ould like to say a fe words before hqnding
over the control of the division to Superintende~~

.. fter forty-three years' service in t e Police
Force of the Jominion, Su erin endent John Dwyer
relinquished his office yesterday as head of the
Canterbury olice Divis ion. He enters t oday on
sL~ months' leave of absence, at the end of 'hich
he ill retire, at the age of sixty-five, in
accordance 1Jit 'J the regulat ions. He intends to
reside in Christchurch, but he ill probably go
abroud for ~ holiday in the springtime. It i
intended to mark his sixteen years' service in
Chri.s t chur ch by a public testimonial an present­
ation.

"The happiest man in hristchurc as the Royal train
steamed out !as uperintendent Dwyer, of the Christ­
church Police. He was left standing ith a little
narrow case which the Prince pressed into his hand
rith a hearty handshake as the tra in was actually

moving. Mr. Dwyer hastened to open the case and
found that it contained a gold tie pin. he head
8S oval and the edge of milled gold, vhile the

centre was of red semi-transparent enwnel with
whita rince of Vales feethers let into the enamel
and the scroll it the motto in green enamel. The
gift "E\S a beautiful meme to, and it vas rendered
in recognition of the excellent ork of the police
in ChrLs t chur ch- reviously, on the reil ay pl.et>
form, the Prince had. sha ken ha ds it 'r. Dwye
and congratulated him on the traffic and ot er
a r rangemen t s , On enter ing his carriage the rince
sent for r. er, ho as actually the l&st man to
say goodbye.

Now comes the near approach of my retir ment, and the

y Final Parade of the Canterbury Police.

The folIo ing copy of ne spaper cutting gives a fair

r. Andrew Burns, then reporter, es all the time an eye it-

cro ning event in my police career.

18th ~ay, 1920:

1st January, 1922, after 43 years' service.

to me, and it as he ho wrote the f oLl,o ing "locelll:-

six months' leave on full pay, and return to private life on the

ness, and as the first person t see the Pin after it
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This ne et Ing ras held in the Council Chambers, the ~:ayor,

Called.

Ghairman.
- Treasurer •
- Secretary.

eeting

l~ foll~;ing citizens ere elected anr. Thacker, presiding.

u erinten ent Hen rey t ha ked 1.:r. er for th reference
to himself, and said t t on anothe . occas ion he an oth s
: ul be able to say somet ing more about his retirement.

In handing over the charge of the division to your
new Superintendent, ir , Dwyer added, I feel that I need
ra rd Ly ask you to extend to him the same loyalty that you
have always extended to me. I go on six months' leave
tomcrrol" before retiring from the force on January 1st
next. In retiring from the position I h..ve held so
lo~g I have nothing on my conscience to trouble me. I
have e lways tried to be fa ir and just wi h the men
under me and to be fair and just to tbe publi c. I
never tried to please everyone, as I long since le rned
by experience that that was impos s i.bl.e , . ' toot t he me

' 0 had tried the ex e r i, ent in tni os ition d pr oved
a failure."

At t e conclusion of the parade, hich as one of the
l~rgest on record, three very hearty cheers 'ere given
for the retiring Super i.nt enderrt , I

"Hendrey, rho succeeds me. First of all, I have to
congratulate .r. Hendrey on his promotion, and
secondly, I have to thank him for the able assi tance
he has given me since he came to :hri tchurch. He
has relieved me of most of my regular 'ork, t ereby
giving me the opportunity to e n myself f rom the
cares and attachme .ts of office. I have to thank
the men of ~ll ranks in the district for the loyal
support and help they have al-ay5 given me, enabling
me to carry out my duties - the senior sergeant, the
sergeants of the city and suburbs, and the men under
then. I have also to thunk the senior-serge ~nt at
Lyttel ton and his staff for the ork they a re do ing
in suppressing pilfering of all kinds on the ~ter­

frent. I have ~lso to thank the chief-detective and
his staff for the able support th&t he and his men
have al rays given me, and I congr tula te h im on the
succe s that has attended his ork, a s of late years
not a single crime h..s be en comnitted in t e city that
has not been brought to light. The gre at success of
the detective branch, c muined ith the efforts of the
uni ormed me , enables me to declare that C ristchurc
tod J is one of t e cleanest an most la r- ab id in of
any city of its size and population tni si e of the
line. I must also thank t e ress of the city for
the L~ny considerations d favours it has al ays
sho;n me during my years in charge of the Cante bury
district, and its fairness to the police as a body.

Executive Committee:--
Dr. Thacker, ayor .P.

"Alex Boyle, Esqr.
• E. Sin:es, Es qr ,

H. Holland, s qr , x ayor.
Geo , itty, e qr , , .P.
R. C. Bishop, Esqr.
T. Kincaid, s qr ,
H.J. tley, Esqr.
R. Ballin, sqr.

Hchell, sqr •
• Hayward,



Public Farewell .

T a Public Fare ell.

The fol10 i ng co py of newspaper cutting gives a de s c r i pt i on

s calla to arrs. g for s om
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~r • • ac~er s~ i t :& t ex-Superintendent Dwyer w s
ne 0_ whom all citize ns of Christ ch rc and of

the whole Dorc InLo co uld ay . : e l l done, th ou goo
faithful servant . " r , ~,,!er, uring his long

police experience, ha d ga Lned the go od ill ef eve y­
one , and he had been greet1y helped b y his gooi ife.
( p Laus e ) , z.r , Dv er .8 .... a I .. J;:, • :'IV :J. ~ A:':' tc
t l,e f'e.L -:"e·. , n a. eLp 0 t le he l pl e s s , a . d he had
always been a pr ominent figure i n " eve• - s c r a p nd
b ' ~ of sport" t hat had t Q en pl a ce i n any centre i n
rh i.cn he ha d e en 3 ta t i.one d , For 43 ye ars, he had
served 1;e ~ a Land f aithfully and well, and . ur Lng
the hol e of t at ti he hC1 ' r ved h imse lf a go od
and an a c t i ve citiz n , :'.,e g r e teat tribute eve
pliJ. t E. C; r i.s t chu rcn citiz en Cl en id to
ex-Su ..er L t eriden J i er b y t he rince . a l es h
o le v Lng :::. r Is t church , ha~ c ot, L ira ~1 te d h im on
t efficiency of tld vant .b ury Force, an had
given : ' e co ted l i l" t a rinc e of l es'
e ~ t.ers . Dr . Thackar ent n t o escribe t e e x-

SU o r i.nt ende t a s a Jar r i t . a "silent, e agIe eye ,
a sentinel o f pea ce an ",00 il l ." 1. conclusion,

"r . John Dryer
Police Force Service

recognised .

"T e lot of a police officer is not an e nviable one ,
and t he off i ce r Tho can retire after nearl y ha l f a
century's s ervice Lth the kno led e t t he has
nothing but t e go od ill of al l i t h om he h~s

come in contact mus t i ndeed have b een an of f i cer
Tho has combined duty Tith tact. Such, ho eve ,
is the pos ition of :r . John yer , 0 recently
relinquished the 0 fice of Yuperintendent of the
Canterbury olice , and retired on s uperannuation,
and La s t nibht th a.-~ u perintenderlt zas f are reLl.ed
by a t or ughly repres ent~tive b o y of ci i z ens.
The ga t.ner Lng , a very Lar -ge one, as sembled in t he
City ouncil Chamber, and it i ncluded many of t he
best kno n citizens of Canter ury . The 'aYCf r ,
Dr. Thacker , .:•• , presided . x-Su per Lnt enden t
Dyer , who was accompanied by r s . Dwyer, vas
loudly ap pla ude d a s he accomp lied the , ~yor into
the chamber . The citizens , some little time a go ,
decided to make some tan gible reco gnition of ~x-

Su erintendent wyer's services to the public, and
an executive coram i, t ee as elected hich ha s wor ked
so heartily in its en t e r p r i s e t lat it "'_3 . b Le to
1~kd a ve~y subst~tia1 prese tation to r . and

!.!rs . D e r last e ve n ing.

':' e C airman s a i d t e me et ing

ublic reco nition of the ~o od ork done by upe r i n t e ant y r.

of the public fare ell tendere to me .
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"he e xpres svd t:le e that r , and . .r s , D ' e r ' uld
J e.d _ 1 P Y years in their retire~ent .

, r , ' • .,-, . S' e d , ho a c t e as secretary f t he executive ,
thanked t he executive and the public for t :16 up ort that
had been iven to the move ent to mak . ~r . ryer a sr i.t .eb Le
presentation . 11 contributions , he said , had been voluntary ,
and had r anged f rom 5/- up ards , yet they 'ere in the h ppy
pes Ltion of being able to han oyer to ..r , 'yer a che qu for
~7 00 . (Loud pplause . ) The occa i on was both a sad and a
happy one , sad bec use the ere losing an old friend in
office , and a hap y one because .~r . D rje» ~E.S about t o enjoy
a ell -earned retire. .errt . ..:r . D-,',-yer had a1 ' ys bee ' t e
e r s on if ication of fa irness and impartiality . (Appilhuae.)

He had been no 'ki glove man" , but had al 'a seen seen
le 8ding his men he occasion demanded , ile , on the ot er
hand , he ~ ..... s kindness itself he . oc ce s i.on demand e • Under
his supervision the Canteroury olice Force had risen t o a
very . i6 s tan a r , and i the Detective Force , for Lns t ce ,
C ristchu~ch had me . ha ere e u~l to the men of ect l an
Yard ( pp l ause s ) "yar ' s evotion to i s r k , and hi
unfailing courtesy , kindness , and f ~irne s oula ver be for-
gotten . ( t: l a use ). r , uwes r-ead a tele f ro r; t e olice
::;0 Lse io ier , lS . J . 'Do iovan , in h i ch ' n van re-
gre t ted his abse nce , an s t ated that ":r . er ha proved
himself a man of the highest character, an his services of
t e gr es te s t value , ad.': . ' Donovan is ed im ana lrs ,
D' yar na ny ye~rs of happiness and success .

or. Simes t hen stated tnat , in addition t o the cheque f r 7 o.
an illuminated addres s had been prepared for Mr . D' yer , \ i th
piece of plate for rs . Dwyer , to be at ched t an oak suite
of bedroom furnit ure , ' . ien would later be .rnvided . ( p lause.)

~r . A. Boyl e e dorsed all tl had been sa id of the good qu 1­
ities of Hr. Dwyer and added that in a position r equi r ing
greft t et r. yer had never failed , but had al ~ys been
true , nice a earnest . "

r , G. it t Y, I. P., s a id t ru, 1 r , and .ss • . yer had done
gre t '00 rk in -th interests of ,e uealand . r , .yer had
carried o~t his duty ithout fear , but on the other hand ,
people in sufferin or trouble h d al a s et ith unf ailing
kindness at his hands . He had always been ap ro~chable , and
he h~d alw~ys been respected , and he as a man ho had n
t h r sect of all Tit ' om he d come i.n cont a ct . Had he
'.li s ie d , he mi, ht have a t ta i ne d a position even hi her t n
t at of Quperintendent .

~r . H. J. tley added his tribute to ex-Su erin~ en' e t . r s
s ervices , and .r , • Holland sa id t lq t fo r seven 'ears H had
been his great priv Ll ege to come i n close contact 'i' r ,
D.; er , vho . e had. a. a.y fou d ise conc LlLcr d a great
tactician . Hi policy a eve' been to pr eve t rather th n
to detect and unis crime , but hen the time c r e to tr c
do the evil-doer , .e h· d always been t here . He had been
uni iling hn his kindness and courtesy , and had bee of the
greatest assist nee during th seer' te as ay r , T e
police force vould be much t hti oorer b' tle 1 s s of such a
Ui ion of i eer , who uld aLvays ve a cos corn r i n t e

hear-ts 01 t.e peopl 0 Christchurch •

• R. C. Bishop s i that r , D 'lYtJr had a.Iwaya roved himself
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"a pe. rt ic ular ly 0 od , kind , humane and human man•

•r • •7. G r Lne r a dde his tribute to 'hat h d bee aid ,
and :.:r . ';i'm . umilton , on be ha I of .. r , • ':'. Don elly ,
Crown Prosec utor , ho as unable to be present 0 ing to
il ne ss , spoke of .'r . er 's great assistance to the
Crown la- off ice . .r • .n . Ferguson a id a tribute t o

r . rr.~er 's predecessors , ~ho , he s.id , had proved them­
selves really "fine specimens of the good old I r i s h
brBed" , an ~r . j • .••.:cCarthy , •• , s id that in t e
retirement of .r , yer , the publ ic 1Vas 105 ing a good
police fficer and a ood friend . Sir James Carroll , in
a characteristic speech , spoke v y highly of ._r . and .':rs .
Diye r , fter which the .!ayor made tne presentat ion ."

~_~ r ' s ~.

IIIn t he course of a brief re ly , lr , wyel' , rno ... s receive
7ith loud cheers , thanke d all and sundry for tneir ood

' ishes and their presentat ion . Hav i, 0 go ne thro ugh hi
recorl , he could find nothing to elit s uc h kindness . He
had been fortuna t e in ha Ving asso ci ted ith him an effic-
ient and l oya l staff , and to tne ore t n to him ere due
t.e succe ss of the police admini t ration in CBn e rtiu ry ,
Also , he d a true a d devoted help~eet, ho had hel ed
h lra throu""' many trying a. intricate ordeals . (Ap Laus e s )

He would al ays look u on that evening stile c rown In
episode o f his care e r .

T e s inging of "For He 's Jo l l y Good Fe llo 11 and the
National nthem , i t h cheers for S erintende t Hendrey ,
..:r . D er's successor , brought the function t o a close .

-------- .._-

The i l l umina t ed address as a be utifully decorative piece
of ~ork, and w· s executed by the ~hristchurch ress Corn any ,
on 7hose statf of artists it reflected th greatest credit .
Its ording , artistically inscribed , s as 0110 S: - -

"Chr i s t c ur ch , 8th u ' us t , 1921 . Jo n yer
on ' is retirement fror the offi e of Su er­
i ntendel: r. of the Canterbur PoLi.ce Jivi ion .
Dear ~ir - an be.al of t~ subscr·bers and
r os idents of Chri~tchurc an nei bournood ,
who r e pr e vent all cl a s s e s ~f t e cou~unity ,
we the undersigue , des ire t o ex ress the'r
appreciation of your lengt.y ld f i t nf ul
service i t ne Folice Force of t ~ominion
of • e 'I ~ealand . I n the course of your 43
years ' conn§x ion 7ith t he Force you h ve
ever Shown yourself a ze al ous, consc ient ious ,
and an effieient office r , and by your tact
a d considerat ion you h ve Ion the esteelH an
respect of the publ ie i t: e c en t res in ich
you have been statione d . You ave sent many
years in Chr'stchurch , and it is 1 rgel due
to you r faultless d ia cha rge of your du t ies
that t he c ity and d istrict can r ig rtLy claim
to be of all the l~rge cities in the Dominion
~1e most la - abi ing and the freest trom
serious crime . In i shing you rany ye rs of
health and ha~piness in hich to enjoy your

ell-earned release f ro~ the ublic Service
.e s:: ycu to accept the ac companying cheque

as a slight but tangible t oken of the igh
esteem in hich you are held , _n' of the



"a pre cLa t i, n of our services tu the pub ic of the
omlnlon. Your 0 d ife h~s rove a tr e hel.­

r!I. te, a ' te wi,s 1 you to accept on he r be f a
c l eque rhe re Ltn S.e. obtain an ap. re riate

mento of our ap reciction and Eood "is es.
Y urs fLit ully (signed) on behal of the
Executive "'on:; ittee •.• C. ishop, .• J. t .ey,

• 9 oyle (Han. ~reasurer), and '7. "". 3 imes ,
(Hon. e cre ta ry ) ;"

The Following are copies of further nevs a er xtracts:-

esentation fro .011ce Force.

"Superintendent J. Dwyer, 0 recently retired from
the Police Force after forty years' service, s
off"cially f~rewe1led by the DemQerS of th Cante bur ­
",est Coast Jivision at a la: ely atten ed gathering
held in the police library last evenin~, tho e present
incluiing me bel's of t e .detective force branch and
officers from suburban and country st tions.

~uperintendent He drey, ho presided, referred to
upe .. intendent rfyer's ve r fine u8.1 itie ad an

of: ice I' and the fa ir and jus t manner i h ich he
tree. ted the men under his coi.ma d. oreove r , he

ad aId ys carriei out his duties fearlessly, yet
to the satisfaction of the public who he served.
Superintendent Hendrey also referred to the remarks
made at the citizens' prc .... errta t Lon to Superintendent
Dwye r the previous night, stating that such apprec­
iation should be an incentive to every man in the
service to so live and carry out his duties in order
tha t rhen his time came to leave the service the
publ i c wo ul have the same high regard 0 f him. On
behalf of the mem e r-s of the service in the district,.
SU""erintendent Hendrey then presented Superintendent

'yeI' i"lith a wallet and cheque or 5 •

Chief Detective 'Ilveney, Dr. Crooke (Police ur gaon)
Senior Sergeant Ryan ( shburton) Sergeant Brien and
Constables Hannafin (Upper Riccarton) , mythe (Court
Orderly) an Hammond (Tim~ru) also expressed their
a preciation of Su erintendent Del'.

In respondin ,Superintendent y I' poke feelingly
of his association ,it the men unaer his command.
He wished to compliment the on their loyalty to him
ar-d ~lso on the fact that his successor, Su erintendent
Hendrey , as a very able and just man. The onetary
value of the presentation was nothing beside the ex-
ressions of goodwill ~hich had been given by the men

in t e service on his retirement ."( p lause) .

The g~thering concluded with the si 5in of ForeHe's
a Jolly Good Fellow. I

(The 1e11ington Post - lOth .~lloust, 1921.)

"Referring yesterday to recent police staff changes,
the iniste~ of Ju~tice (the Hon. 2. P. Lee) expressed

is recognition of the valuable services of Superin­
tendent Dwyer, Christchurcn, ho has retired arter
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43 years ' ember s hi.p f the force . ,.:r . Lee s id it
as i t h much regret he was not able to attend the
resentation Chri~tchurch citizens made t Superin­

tee ant yer , a~ the ~athering took place just rio r
t o hi s return to e Z aland from ~~ oa . 3u.er­
intendent Dwyer ha a a long and honourable car eer
in the pol i ce for ce of the Domini on, and in t he iffer­
ent capa cit i es L 'mic he h d served he d had to
deal ith many important pol i ce matte rs , an fro a

nowIedge of his wc r k , he could .3 ay that Su erintenae.
Dryer ha rendere d loyal and va luable servi ce to the
Pol ice Department an the Dominio n . r , e expressed
the hope t ra t the Superintendent roul.d live long and
happily i n hi s eIl-e .... rned r et i r ement.

(Copy of l e t t er received fDom t he Hon. the !ini~ter of Ju tice .)

Office of the .Ln Ls t.er of Justice •
. ellinb ton ,

11th Augus ~,1 9 2l.

Dear r , er ,

I desire to express to you my regret at not
be ing able to attend the pre entation to you fr m the
citizens of Christchurch on your retirement from the
olice For ce after 43 years ' cont i nuous service .

It unf ortunately happened that only in the
evening of the day the cer emo ny t ook place I returned
to New Zealand f ro~ Samoa and Aus t r i a , ani it ould
have given me pleasure to attend t he f unction had i t
been possible for me to do so . You have had a long
and honourable connec t i on ~ith the Police orce of
the Dominion durin which t ime you have had to deal
'Tit , in the diff rent capacit ies in which you lave
se rved , very many im.ortant olice matters , and I can
express to you the recognit ion of the epart ent and ,
I t hink , the public , for the efficient anner in hich
you discharged your onerous duties •

. I very much regret that I had not Wl oppor­
t~~it of cttendino the athering in your honour to
per onally testify to your ork and s rvice to t e
count y, nd at the same ti e' ress to you m best
wis s for your ha piness and prosperity i yo r re ­
tirement . I trust that in the circu stances : ich
caused y absence from the gat erin you ill receive
this letter in the sp i.r it in . ic it i intended .

I am,
Your s f i t ful_y ,

o i gn d) • Lee .

(Copy of l~e r r ece i ved from t he Canterbury Rugby Fo t bal l
League. )

Chr ist chur ch ,
Jul y 23rd , 1921

Dear Sir ,

I have the honour t o in arm you that I ve been
re uested to convey to you the appreciation of all of
our members an su porters fo~ the curtesy and a sist­
ancc V9 have r ece ived from the police depar t ment during
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Please accept the thanks f all memb 1's.

(Leadi ng rticle cl ipped from the Timaru "Pos t . )

. ;) •• oyle .
Secretary .

Fa ithfulq yours ,
(Signed )

"After service in the police extending over forty-three
years, during which time he advanced, as a result of
sterling merit, to the pOoition of Superintendent of
Canterbury, r , John Dwyer severed his connect i > 1ith
the Police 3ervice last ee k , Durin the lengthy
period of service e on the esteem and co idence, ~vt

only of those serving under him, but of the general pub­
lic , in a quite uncommon degree, and e believe e are
well within the m~r~ .hen e s~y tha bhere as no ore
popular office in t e ublic :Jervice than the gentle
• 0 no retires to enjoy a ell-earned re t , after years
of service conscientiously erformed . The duties of
a police officer are not always enviable; much of the
ork to be performed is uncon.;e i 1 . But in the in­

terests of the general weal the 70rk 1ms to be done,
and it is only a men of uncommon tact an judgment ,
and withal endowed with no small portion of the milk
of human kin ness, who can erfor his multi"tudinou5
duties without f~lling foul of some section of the
co unity , an yet perform the service to the state
without devie lng to the right or t t e left . But
although much is expected of a olice of ficer we
believe Su erinten ent Dwye r c e up to that hi h
t ndard . t times , many bric s are thrown at the

police in th Dom i.ni.on , The msmbe r s of the Free
are not in a position to relatiate "theirs not to

~e re ly , and cons~ uently many slanders go un­
answered. o'e beli ve the olice orce of this omi.n­
ion is highly e L ic ient , that it eo.... 0; res Lth toot
of any other country un er the British flag ; that th
officers and ranx and file are of a very h i.g) class .

1 t ough we are a young country , the crimes wh Lch it
ha been the duty of th police t o unravel have been
many and complicated , some demanding .::>herlock olmes­
like uaL itie s , suppos edly to be found 0 here but at
Scotland Yard . But they have pro ved t hemselves equql
t o the task ; the number of malefactors brought to
justice Who. although t ey left little trace of the ir
crimes , is a sufficient answer to the jibes some t i 6S

heard re c rd ing the inefficiency of the police· ~s

we sai before , we believe the police of t is 0 a.en
have ever main aine a very high stendar of eff i e iency
and inte rity . Su er i nt endent ~yer , durin his long
servi 6S , proved i tru_ental in unearthing many crimes
and in v.in· Lca t Lng the la , the case of Eg I' ein
still fresh in the ublic mind . p lished 'entleman,
a zeqlous officer , a a hiuhly efficient public servant ,
"I' . John er has richly ea rne d the retir ent nic 1 is
no7 i s, and into t ie 'le are sure he rill ca r y the

I n thanking you for your sup rt, re is' you 81:;.1 t
and P~OB er ity for your future years , a trUtit you long
en'oy the superannu ion benefitti you des rv •

the term hils t you h, C he, rge , 'on your ret irem nt
the ::xecutive place on r ecc rd t:le i'~vours ou v s
o lill" 01)' gra nte to "'nis .n.s soc ia t i on.



in the service t ha. t would stand for a long time.

kinds of good luck , in my r etirement, said that I e s t abli ad a r ecord
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ublic who he h 0 S rved

----------------000-----------------

for my loyal service t o the Depart ent , a nd ~ is h ing me all

In a l etter fro m the Co.mis s ioner of rolice ( r . J . 'Donovan)

"very best ~ i5 es of th
faithfully a ell.'

thanking



Speech .

Tit-Bits . "

using

r cuttin ) .

"A ellington ma kno n as "The if i'Ler" a ~ ressed a public
meetin at Blenheim recently , and is t us re orted.
The Wh i ner ca me fo r', rd , an was greeted wit uproario us
applause , and cries of t; re 's your hair! (A vo i ce - he 's
had it blown off at 91 1 i ngt n.) He s aid he felt the honor
conferred upon him in lu.v i.ng b en i nvited to ad c ress t
electors 0 Ble . he Ln , El. "'1 ce for hich t - e t her r Lth its
floatin8 popul tion ( La ug. ter) e had a great re gard . (At
about this tu e there was a big flood in Slenhe' , an

eople had to be re oved from t eir hOl es in boa ts . He
hoped tne t with t e allu ions that he d be en ma e s to his
s ars i.ty of loc .•s , all further re re r-er.ce s on that he ad
roul.d cease . ( ughter) • He 0 ul d add , ho ev r , that the
Ins Lnua t i.on thrown out as to t h e tc rmy character of ell­
i ng to n was unjust . I t as about the calme..,t c:ty he k e
of , and to its excessive cal s traceable i s s Low r a te
of progress . (ore lau .ter) . ere were only t 'o t h ings
that 'IO U d rouse a .lell' .gton citizen , namely , a dog fight
~~d El. hint tha t t seat of Government as ~ o ing to be
shifted . (Roars of Lu hter) . Ho ever , to co.ne to olitical
matte rs ; they had , he un erstood , r ead his addrews to the
Be r hampc r e and '.iellington South eLe ct.o r s , (Crie s of "Rat he r !"
'Give us a nother , old man ' ." a nd "The y s y you aI n ot h i ng
to do with it :" ( La ug h er and appl use) . ell , if he
d idn't actually speak it, it expressed hi s entiments , that
was the same thing . (Hear , hear ) , 'man h o nIt senti-

Ants in an import 1 t crisis like the present was an ass .
( oars of laughte r .) very elector in t e colony 5 ould
have an intelli;ent c nception of the position , ana he should
boldly declare , hs t e ve r tne.t i.; t be," er 's my se nti ants. "
(Loud applause ) . It t s n't ramrnatical, but it ,-s und ubted­
ly the straioht ti . T e fault in tnis c unt r ~S th t ev y
mother ' lsnted her 'a r Jane to kno ~ ho to lay the pi-ann ,
an every fathe za rrt e to . : e his ill a quill- Lver .
(Ap l' ",e, h is ses , and 1 ugh te r s ) So e of t e ease y' 0 ere
to supply the . u i.Ll.s were evi en t Ly r e s ent in t e .all.
: Jud lau hter) . i le on the subject 0 1 6eese , h0 mi . t
remark that the Roman Father ro r s i e t.he i r be ese be eau e
tl ey saved the ir . pial j modern f t l e r s c u; se d tne i r geese
for s uandering it . ( plause a Laugh t e r s ) THe eo ple of

e L.e land .. ere typ i cal odern geese . (.h. vo ice : " t any rate ,
you 're an ancient Ru ' un! " ) ( r o!::. r s of l au h te r ) . That was
s o, and he ms roud of his de s cent , T e e ntLe a n me . t it
as a joke , but i t . s the truth spoken in jest . He as of
'tomn extraction , and the s la. of his nos e vouched for t at
fact . ( a ug ht e r } , They 10 uld also fi nd in his c se the truth
of the quotation , 11 Roman !ose , no fear ." ( 1'01 ng ed l aughter
end a pp ause, and a voice"Go home , you 're t bo many for US j e 're
cnly plain me n here" . ell , having scanned his audience, he
had reluctantly co me t o the s e opinion . T ey er e only very
pla.in me n indeed. (R ene'led laughter) . He "/ouldn 't have alluded
to the ugly fact if he co uld . eve helpe d it . (Hys teric~l lau ht ).
rfuat he anted to convey to the was thb. th bone and s in of
thlil eo urrt ry - t e or ing men - mus t be g i n t see the nece s ity
of b i.ng i.ng up t eir c ildren t t 5 here 0 life i wui,c, t 6

fo nd themselves, a d r op t e .uill-drivin£ a _ iano-playin~

aspirations. The ir policy for 10 years us t be a .. a 1 round

(Copy



(An usinb S. ecn - c nt .)

6.all0 tai coa t , r ed vest, p ~id trousers, hite cravat, bell-topper ,

cl
re . s the

f s t.er i - of
oc LeI t rift ,
.... the y 10. C i -ob

,3~: LeLe t

ere a numbe r 0

c ha r a cte r in le 11 in ton in t e

He hs.d a litty , sharp tongue .

He dressed in a mo~t eccentric f a sh i on,

iffler . s a ell -kno

retrenchment, a d an ~c ~~x , 'u i~iou

loc~l in u~~.i s t inc' ie t taoe ,
non-political tIt eir r~il a ,
ef t < account o the c Lony • tne s i - 1 b
ba s is d o ted bv eve ey It. be bus i n ,'S fin .

ole os it' on 0 r th in one act . :ire t
a voice "You 're t so rt f ~a t ."
ly reed wLt n t.na t el ct or , Ha ws i u t

rarrte d in the ::ouse , but t. e should be a
him . That 's whe re t e d if f ic ulty ea e in
"lerd.l 't iany of his sort knocking about . (
a voice , "How 0 you hatch 11 H f l a r 1" )
Poet v.ad born , not made . (ure t laubht ) .
see t o be ne ce s sa ry , T e re 'er an a
about . ( r eat laub te , a voice - "
at Ber pore , d i 't you !" ) . LT. fortu tely, t' t se: o ,
It as the only yoke , 1'10 'ever , he ad ever bowed unde , an
t at wus a strange f~ct , because it _ hi enou i all
consc ience . ( oa S 0 lau ter .) If of t ose present
had brought a supply of sic' e - gs , he beoged them t o re e ber
that he zas not et a s iLLo me er . (Loud laugh er . One
othar thing he t.~ to tell the . ,e es tr no y in f vour
0f loc 1 option . He r-as as soun a_ a dr ~ on t : ?Dint .
If an of his herrers doubted him , he ould be ela to meet
then at the hotel after is speech , he he o u give it a
name itn a. y of them . ( cme one in the '" llery he et... a
dead cat on t' e s ~ e id u roar and ah r Leka of Iaught.e r ) ,
I f anyone re ea te t he t co .duct he l uld reg . J it a s a

ussonal affa:'r .'.6 ewed Laug ter .) It "s decidedly rude
behaviour t.ncu jn he could not cu Ll, it un el Ine , (Hys t e r i cs. ,
Did t e y know why Lord annyaon r eaeiubIe d t \i efu ct c a t !
(A vo ice - , lhut 's t hat g t t do with pol i t ics !) a d cries
of " 0, "le g i.ve it up . " Because its I n "e or Lam" )
'ell , he oul tell the Bec use its Muse.' left it.
(Roa r s of lau hter). And t las apropos 0 his 01 case .
He had no given t. eu t e oli ical straio t tip, an he
t a ught t e he. better a j ou rn , t th Ls i unc t.ure th g s
',-,S turr.e 0 f , and a scene er inde cri . le confu ion e su
in the ef orts of t au ... i.enc to find the i r '~y ou the
. £0.11 , t he if fle r " ~e ~nb called t t r o sorne 1 i 5h t on t e

os it ion . ....inally , 1 en t gas as re-l' , it ve: ... un
t L thcl ccu . nts of tn~ ota e , to ether i\in tne re ter ,
ha I nade tne ir esca e by a si e door . e _ tin t' en
terminate:i zi t h tree che e rs f r t . :1iifler .

The

The m~ who cr os s ed him , especially if ther

and usually ca rr ied an umbrella.

late 8 ' s an early 90 's.

pe ople about , ould is he as neve born .



vie '8 tl e rt.Jlr i ns, an recorde t ei v r d i.c t "';.;1 t " . is bit

d s

J ry

the la t wen t

T e oLice

f r-of ft e

t' s u

it eree s ,

by Coroners ' Jur rs .

reco de
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10nof

'! r .... icts

or Den Ls t a bod i to

Fe

i c'ce ... u a 1 ..:, here an an ar.. tue re , a

In aihi , (noted for its mining di putes ) a certain Jenis
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