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any aggression on the part of foreign Powers, I have to request that, should
you require any further su of provisions the same may be , if possible,
it Port Nicholson, or at any on the coast, without Sydney.
have the honour to be, Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
W. Honsox.

The instructions to the Magistrates are not copied by Rusden; they
and the above were, however, discovered in the Public 'ﬁuconls Office in
London by Mr. Guy H. Scholefield,. London correspondent of the Press.
The instructions were addressed to Mr. Murphy, whose name appears first

‘in_Stanley's instructions, he, not Robinson, being apparently the senior

officer. They were as follows :—

Mzemo. oF INSTRUCTIONS TO BE ATTENDED 7o BY Ma. Muneny. P.M.

You will, at every port that H.M. sloop * Britomart " touches at, act in
capneity, and, as it is requisite the civil authority should be

==

[—— =

. Cooper
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The following is a copy of Captain Stanley’s report, dated iTt.h
September, 1840 :— '

1 have the honour to inform your Excellency that I proceeded in Her Majesty's
lln?mdnt_ doommdwlhep?;ul Akaroa, in Banks Peninsuls, whchnn'lvody’
on 1

ugust ter a very stormy passage, d which the stern boat was washed
awsy and one of the qua.rhr-bont:atove. The frigate “* L'Aube’ had not
arrived 'hmlmhmd.mrhadm{hnnhcmlgﬂn' ts been landed. August 11th
Ihnded,mptﬂdbylmﬂup&mdﬂoﬁmpﬁu tes, and visited

not be landed. Om August 19th, French emigrants having been lan in a
sheltered well-chosen part of the bng. where they could not interfere with anyone,
and Robinson instructions entrusted to me by

your Excellency to meet such a contingenoy, Mr. Robinson, finding that he could
engage three or four Englishmen as constal;]‘y.m. and having been enabled, through the
kindness of Captain Lavaud, to purchase a boat from the French whaler, decided
remaining. Captain Lavaud expressed much satisfaction when I informed him

. Robinson was to remain, and immediately offered him the use of his cabin and table

so long as the ** Aube " remained at Akaron. Mr. Robinson accepted Captain Lavaud's
offer until he could establish himself on shore. On August 27th I sailed from Akaron
to Pigeon Bay, where, finding no inhabitants, T merely remained long enough to survey
the harbour, which, though narrow and exposed to the west , is well sheltered
from ow? other wind, and is much frequented by whalers, who procure a great
number of pigeons. From Pigeon Bay I went to Port Cooper, where Mr, Murphy held
a_court, erul chiefs were present and seemed to understand and sppreciate
Mr, Murphy's proctedings in one or two cases that came before him. Between Port
n.ndy Cloudy Bay I could hear of no anchorage whatever from the whalers who

frequented the coast, I arrived at Port Nicholson on September 2nd, embarked Messrs,

. Shortland and Smart, and sailed for the Bay of Islands on September 16th, I have the

honour to enclose herowith such information as I was
stay at Banks Peninsuls, and also plans of the harbours.

One enclosure is an interesting table of ports and whaling-stations in
the peninsula visited by Captain Btanley, but-as it does not bear on the
subject it is not copied ; from it is gathered, however, that the European
population at the time of Captain Stanley’s visit numbered over eighty.

It will be observed that no note whatever is made of * taking posses-
sion.” The log of the *“ Britomart” is equally reticent. A copy of the

was obtained by Mr. Guy H. Scholefield in London, and from it the

ing particulars are gathered. The sloop-of-war “ Britomart,” Captain
Inset—Art, XIV.

to procure during my
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Stanley, left Sydney on the 17th June, 1840, and came to anchor at Koro-
rareka, or Bay of Islands, on the afternoon of the 2nd July, H.M.S. * Herald™

-havinquedintothebayju’stahuﬂofher. She lay in the bay for nine -
days, “

_ ing brooms,” watering, &c., until on Saturday, the 11th July,
“ arrived the ch ship of war *L’Aube,’ and revenue cutter * Ranger,’
with the Governor. Saluted the French flag with 21 guns.” Routine work
went on as before, but on the 22nd the company of the ** Britomart ” was
employed making preparations for sea. The log of the following day,
commencing at midnight on the 22nd, is interesting: “2 am. received
on board pet order of his Excellency Lieutenant-Governor Hobson,
Mr. Murphy and Mr. Robinson, magistrates; 8, loosed sail, short'd in
cable ; 11 weighed and made sail. Working out of Kororareka Harbour ;
tacked occasionally.” The vessel was busy all the afternoon working out of
the Bay of Islands, and at daylight on the 24th Cape Brett lay on the lee
bow distant ten or twelve miles. The passage to Akaroa was a thoroughly
bad one, and the ship suffered considerably from the knocking-about she
received. At midday on the 25th, the first day out, the vessel was off the
Great Barrier. The following morning the foretopmast was found fo be®
chafed through, and in the afternoon the foretopsail was split. On the
"27th much time was occupied in bending new ; in the afternoon two
ports were stove in by the heavy sea. Cape Wareka [? Wharekahika] was
218 miles distant at noon on the 28th. On the 29th and 30th there was a
heavy head swell, which made the 120 miles to East Cape a good deal more.
However, the wind veered round, and the “ Britomart” rounded East
Cape before midnight on the 31st. In the afternoon the hold had 14 in.
of water, and thereafter the pumps were going almost continuously. On
the 2nd A ** Akoroa ” was 306 miles distant, and there were 17 in.
and 18 in. of water in the hold through the afternoon. At 2 o'clock on the

morning of the 3rd a sea was shipped which stove in the lee quarter boat

and washed away a port. The ship was twelve miles farther from her
destination st noon on the 4th than on the previous day. Again, in the
early morning of the bth, a sea stove in a weather port. Land was seen on
the port bow at 10 a.m. on the 6th; it was somewhere near Flat Point,
or Te Awaite, in the North Island. In the afternoon the sea split the
foretopmast-staysail. Next day the weather moderated, and sea-water was
pumped into the empty tanks. Land showed on the lee bow at 7 in the
evening, and next morning, the 8th, Cape Palliser was four or five leagues
distant. On the morning of the 9th, Sunday, the crew was mustered and
the Articles of War were read. This was a proceeding of quite a routine
nature. There was land on the beam, and a run of eighty-three miles to
Akaroa. This is the narrative of the 10th: “4 a.m. borg up for the land ;
12.30 calm, with a heavy swell ; out sweeps and swept ship ; 1.30 & breeze
from the nor'ward ; in sweeps, trimmed and swept into the harbour ; 4.30

shortened sail and came to with S.B. in 63 fathoms; furled sails, &c¢.”

At daylight on the 11th the boats were out and the ship was made snug.
There is no reference to any incident outside the ordinary routine of the
ship. On the 12th the bogts weré sent out to survey and cut wood, and
they were so employed for the next few days, completing on Friday, 14th.
On the following day, 15th August: “5 p.m., sent boats to assist towi
the French ship-of-war ® L'Aube *; 8, anchored do.” Sunday wasmar
with the usual Divine service. On Monday, 17th: “ — p.m., arrived the
French ship (merchant) ‘ Count de Paris,” with emiﬁnm. Lent the cutter
with a party to haul the seine.” There is nothing but routine entries until
the 22nd, when the company was employed making preparations for sea.

BEETE
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‘The “ Britomart ”* ran down the harbour on the 26th and came near the

entrance, when she spoke the British merchant ship * Speculator,” just
arrived. Sails were loosed t?:::l the 27th, and further preparations made for
sea. At 8 am. Captain Stanley * discharged Mr. C. B. Robinson, police
m.ng’uﬁmte." and at 9 made sail down the harbour, coming to at the
anchorage. Putting to sea the following day, the * Britomart ™ spoke the

schooner ** Success,” of Sydney, from Port Cooper, and another sail. Onm .

the 20th she shaped her course for Pigeon Bay, where she came to and sent
a boat to survey and get water. On the 30th she sailed for Port Cooper
(now Lyttelton Harbour) and anchored there. On the lst September the
* Britomart "’ was again under sail, and a cable was passed to the merchant
ship *“ Africane,” but in getting under way in the squally wind the hawser
d, and the “ Britomart " touched bottom. She made a good passage to
pe Palliser, which was in sight at daylight on the 2nd, and in the after-
noon she was working up to Port Nicholson, where she anchored at 5 p.m.
Lieutenant-Governor Hobson sent a copy of Captain Stanley’s report
to Governor Sir George Gipps, saying, “ 1 transmit a copy of Captain
Stanley’s report of his proceedings while at Akaroa. The measures he
adopted with the French emigrants are, 1 think, extremely judicious, and
the whole of his conduct evinces a degree of zesl and intelligence which,
I trust, you will consider worthy of the notice of Her Majesty’'s Govern-
ment.” There is no note of * forestalling” the French; and the first
apparent note of anything that might be construed into pleasure at such
ing is found in Governor Gipps’s despateh to Lord John Russell :

"4 *1 have already transmitted to your Lordship copies of the instructions

which have been given to Captain Stanley, of H.M.8. * Britomart,” by
the Lieutenant-Governor of New Zealand. . . . 1 have now the satis-
in.ctiu:u!l1 to inform your Lordship that Captain Stanley preceded the
French . . "

Even in the French Chamber of Deputies the position seemed to have
been clearly perceived; for later, on the 29th May, 1844, the following
remarks were made in that chamber by M. Guizot, Minister of Foreign
Affairs: * There are two Proclamations, one on the 2lst May, the other
on the 17th June. Both are anterior to the arrival of Captain Lavaud,
of the * Aube.” Of these I have carefully read only that of June 17th, rela-
tive to the taking possession of the southern island. Here is the English
text—I translate literally : * Taken possession, in the name of Her Most
Gracious Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdoms of Great Britain and
Ireland, of the southern island of New Zealand. This island, situated in
[hete follows latitude and longitude], with all its woods, rivers, ports, and
territory, having been ceded in sovereignty by different independent chiefs
to Her Most Gracious Majesty, we have taken solemn possession of it, &c.' "

There was a diary in existence, and may still be, though its whereabouts
is not known—the diary of C. B. Robinson, one of the Magistrates sent
with Stanley. Thanks to the foresight of the late Mr. 8. C. Farr, of Christ-

_ church, important extracts from it are printed in Canterbury Old and New,

as follows :—

August 3rd, 1840. Appointed by Captain William Hobson, Licutenant-Governor
dNawwmmmemdnmdnmﬁm * William
Hobson,™ and dated A 3rd, 1840, at Government House, Russell, Bay of Islands.

| by by Shortland, Colonial Secretary. Instructions were: **To

_ with all despatch in H.MLS. (brig) * Britomart,” Captain Owen 8 RN,

der, to Akaros, Banks Peninsuls, and hoist the Union Jack, which will be given
on a

spur jutting m.uuhmmm-n;upmmm.mmm
snd marked in red on the map you take with you. i
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. Here followed the Proclamation, which was not copied. The diary
continued :— |

“ We sailed vening wi fair, strong wind ;
umx;dmmmm_m_dAw.lm ;a-tmpmooedad

make for the formal ceremony. A log of wood, old and dry, was pro-
:nd&um bush by some of the crew, and was hewn by the carpenter eight inches
* square. A hole was in the ground at the spot selected, the post put in, and the
well rammed it. A spar had been brought from the vessel, rigged
with and halyard for hoisting the flag; this was lashed to the post, and every-
ﬂg ready by 5 p.m. on August 15th. The next morning, at 12 o'clock noon,
- ‘ofﬂ%.lniul.yﬂwl Quz%u..md!mm' :?m
the name presenoce
Jnkh.hboﬂoas,mdthgm.sbontudmmﬁm(!&mﬁkuﬂthmly
mmthuinﬁeh.&(}mwithhﬂ&mﬂy. There was no demonstration
other than my reading proclamation, three cheers for Her Mujesty, snd the
National Anthem,

. The next note made was: * August 18th. The French man-of-war
¢ Aube,’ Captain Lavaud, arrived in the bay.” . \

Now compare these statements with the log of the * Britomart.” The
Proclamation signed “* William Hobson ™ was, it is said, dated 3rd Angust.
On that date the “ Britomart ” was actually being buffeted at sea, south
of East Cape, and somewhat over three hundred miles from Akaroa!
Mr. Robinson says, * We sailed that evening [August 3rd] . . . a good
passage Was made . . . and we anchored on the morning of August
11th.” The log shows they sailed onﬁ morning &Lthe ﬁt;d‘sélnly. and
made anything but a passage, oring in Akaroa at p-m. on
the 10th A : Mr.gtﬁo:binson says he hoisted the flag at noon on the
16th, and the *“ Aube " appeared on the 18th August; the log shows that
the * Aube "’ came to anchor on Saturday, 15th August. Again, the ‘l'?jlol‘t
of Captain Stanley shows that the flag was hoisted and a Court held at
two p?was in the bay on the 11th August, and at three other bays where
there were whaling-stations during the succeeding days, so. that during the
time Mr. Robinson says they were busy preparing the pole, &e., the report
shows that he and Mr. Murphy were visiting the whaling-stations mn a
whaleboat. ) f

These discrepancies are extraordinary, and cannot but give colour to
a suggestion already made in the voluminous newspaper correspondence
on this subject—that the diary was not begun until some time after the
event, and then written up from memory, or from faulty notes.

On the late Dr. R. McNab visiting d towards the end of 1909 the
writer of this paper wrote to him, in December of that year, urging him
to secure, if possible, logs of the * Aube ” and * Comte de Paris,” also the
instructions to Captain Lavaud, and Lavaud’s despatches to his Govern-
ment. The writer had already sent him a precis of what had been gathered
by him up till that date, and Dr. McNab was successful in obtaining copies
u{ a great deal of matter—so much that he intended it the subject
of a book. This his lamented death unfortunately prevent

The following are translated extracts from a letter written by Lavaud
to the Minister of Marine, at the Bay of Islands, on the 19th June, 1840 :—

round Van Diemen's Land ; at that time there was
On the 20th of June I sailed an e plnalig st

the first land I caught sight of

BPFNEE ST T e 1 PRy
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since the 25th of March, and it was on the 8th of this month at 1 o’clock in the morning.
On the 9th 1 the Cape Maria van Diemen. T left the North Capo the same
uhynm on the 10th, in the ing, I was at the entranco of the Bay of
Islands, lwwmmmmtmmammmmw
land breezes which did not permit me to go ahead. T met the vessel HLB.M. “ Britomart.
The Captain came to see me as soon as I had cast anchor. We exchanged the usual
salutes of politencss and remained very good friends. I immediately visited the

On arrival I heard of the taking in the name of the Queen of
the Klngdnndﬂmt.ﬂnhinmdmdwwmm&m the
group known under the name of New Zealand. The British flag flies two milés from the
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The property of Banks Peninsula has been constituted by a Mr. Clayton, who
mmmaammmmmamummmqow
Mr. Langlois scquired it; but as | in such a state of affajrs, I ought at
present to conceal the mission I was with, this statement did not come to
" "Tik position ha ‘

position hns greatly ohanged since my departure fromr France; British
jealousy has made great steps forward and is running fast. 1 shall avoid to compro-
mise the Government of the King; I will act with great caution; but, on the other
hand, so far away from Your Excellency, and ignoring what has happened between the
two Governments, after France has been notified that tlie full sovereign power lies in

declare oﬁdnl]glrto the representative of Her Britannic Majesty on the island, Captain

the t 1 protest against an; , from the British

mmlt in infringing the property duly acquired from

the free and independent natives, till the moment in which the Government of the
b plens recognize British sovervignty over these islands,

that the * Comte de Paris,” which, according to what her captain wrote to

1 left France, haé put into port at Senegal, at the Cape, at Hobart Town,

e l}:ﬁ of lslands, before returning to Akaros, will kenw waiting for somo

I be very regrottable. There ought to be more one warship hero,

for I shall not be able to leave Akaros when I get there, and yet T will entirely ignore

there what is happening around me. We must not conceal from ourselves that every-

body here will try and hinder ns, and I will be all the more unp :

fiuslh of our neighbours beonuse I will have no information from the outside,

hope that the official news received in France the last few months will nplm; to +

Your Excellonoy to be of such n nature that fresh instroctions will be sent me, snd
that perhaps also the sea forces will be inoreased. . . .
I add my letter to Captain Hobson . . . who, as Your Excellency will see,
refused to enter into explanations with me if T did not previously recognize his title
a8 Governor of the Islands of New Zealand. . . . Frt::iodtoma!mbimundm‘-
: o Tt - silent about tho; :hl:;iuet of my hiettar
concerning propertics acquired by the French n various parts lslands), havi
mbusm&ﬂldﬂnntmpkaﬁmuﬁmumrdmhhnmdm
Zealand. I also pointed out to him that large French properties existed in the Islands,
especially in the Middle Island, which we call in France the South Island, and that I
could not i i of ignty of a foreign Government over this property ;
there wos a distinetion to be made here—that

of the French on the Islands; that the chiefs when
which they abdicated in favonr

o Ly B e
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2

- have acted as T had done, and that he thought ib was the surest way to avoid a conflict
which might have had very unpleasant eunse&uenm for hoth Governments, in breakin
out so far away. I insisted upon knowing if the contents of my letter had been w
understood. He told me, Yes, ‘that he understood the whole sense and the whole
situation ; that he would send a copy to the Governor-General at Sydney, who would
take his orders from the Government of the Queen; and that in the meantime he
would use his whole ive influence with this same Governor-General, so that
the Commiftee ghould not be obliged to inquire about the validity of the French title-
“deeds until the two Governments had come to some arrangement. After that I added
that 1 was going to the South; that several landowners and colonists were already
established there, and others would go there to establish themselves; that the measures
I claimed were to be extended to them also, and that there, too, they were to feel the
protection of their Government, and wnsaqnents should be able to occupy the land,
work on it, sow and reap without being worried. Mr. Langlois will take ion
of Banks Peninsula and will give over to me the land which he is to er to the
French Government, which will not appear in the matter, unless it were to judge that

. it ought not to give its adhesion to the ty of Queen Vietoria over the Islands
of New Zealand of which Banks Peninsula is a part ; and in case that I were to receive
orders to declare thab this sovereignty was not recognized I should proclaim that of
France over the peninsula. I say only Banks Peninsula becanse all the rest is invaded
and occupied by the British. There is even a Magistrate at Cloudy Bay. Well,

- Minister, things are so advanced that it is too late 'to stop them, and being persuaded
of this 1 wish to let the King's Government act freely without urging or compromising
it in anything. The same motives have made me avoid placing myself in the position
to be o to fire the first cannon-shot, the signal of war, knowing that if, on my
departure from France, Your Excellency could have seen the position in which T find
mz:elf af present you would have sent me off with different instructions from those
I have ; you would not have let the * Comte de Paris ” sail, and would not have left
me the choice of war or peace. . . .

Later, in July, Lavaud received information of other claims than that
of Langlois to land on Banks Peninsula ; and he wtites to his Minister—

< + + Your Excellency will see that, as I had already heard, the ownership of
Banks Peninsula has been partially or totally claimed by several people, who every
one of them pretend to be the legitimate owners and to possess title-deeds. I have had
the honour of mentioning to you, among others, Mr. Clayton, who Inys claim only to
:giu-b. Further I may name to you the firm of Cooper and Levy, of Sydney, who, as

vell as Monsieur Langlois, claim the whole peninsula; they have already brought
timber to cloge the isthmus of this peninsala, and the herd of oxen which is in the bay
of Akaroa belongs to this firm, . ,

-1 shall concert with Monsieur Langlois to see what can be done; perhaps it would
be suitable to come to some arrangement with the claimants, of whom at least two,
Messrs. Clayton and G{:ﬁer, ‘bought prior to him.

In any case, we shall settle a o, awaiting your orders.

The Middle Island (Tawai-Ponamoo) is to-day, as T had the honour of telling you,
nearly entirely in the possession of foreigners, We can no more think of acquiring from
the natives, who possess only the land reserved for their habitations and plantations ;
we could only buy from the British, but they are so numerous that I regard it as very
difficult to proclaim the sovéreignty of France there, as the company, according to all
A es, can actually only claim a part of this peninsula. Through negotiations,
1 believe it to be quite possible to make the Britannic Cabinet disown Governor

Hobson’s first Proclamation, as he, in declaring the Queen’s sovereignty, relies on a right

“of discovery which cannot be acknowledged by the nations.

It seems to me that it is impossible that this pretended right can be invoked
to-day, so long after the diwovarg of these islands by Captain Cook ; besides, the right
of discovery can only be exercised in uninhabited countries, but not in those where the
land is den by those to whom it naturally belongs and ought to belong. The inde-
pendence of the Middle Island, under the protectorate of France, would I believe,
what would henceforth suit you the best. The freedom of the ports of this Island
would lead to great commercial movement, which would strike a big blow at the
colony of the North Island, soon to be subjected to Customs duties. Your Excellency
will appreciate, from all that I have had the honour of communicating to you, the
obaucliaa I have bhad to encounter and the delicate position in which %ﬁndy myself.
Nevertheless, in a conversation I had yesterday with Mr. Hobson, I thought fit to tell
him that French colonists, landowners in the Middle Island, had just arrived, and
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that T was going there to protect them when they would take possession of their lands.
His letter n?nthe 23rd will perhaps lead me, if T find difficulties in Akaroa, to return to
Sydney, when I have settled Monsieur Langlois, for I see that Mr. Hohson can or will
not settle the question. In this state of affairs, if the Britannic Government has not
got the signatures of the ohiefs of Banks Peninsula—that is to say, their consent to
recognize its sovereignty—I will make every possible effort to convince the chiefs
that they must not abandon their land to any nation, but preserve it for themselves
and their descendants by ting the patronnge of France and its Government
It is also in the direction of independence, I believe, that we ought to act with
Britain,

But, sir, there is no time to be lost to enter into an explanation with the Britannie
Cabinet : everything goes very quickly in this dolony, and the powers given by Lord
Normanby to the Government of Sydney give him all the more Iatitude, because what
he will decide to do concerning these islands has been applanded in advance. . . .

A later letter is dated Akaroa, 19th August, 1840. In it he informs
his Minister what he found at Akaroa :—

I have the honour to snnounce to you the arrival of the * Aube™ in the Bay of
Akaroa on the 15th instant.

I found several British established there, and the Proclamation placarded by the
corvette ©* Herald  last May posted on the house of an Englishman placed in charge
of these Proclamations, . . .

The brig * Britomart ™ is sailing along the coast and visiting the different ports
with two Magistrates, havin&ntn go everywhere where any offence has to be investigated
and puni gm 1 suppose that my presence is somewhat the reason of these cruises.
A boat from this brig, which was lying outside the bay on the 17th instant, came
alongside the ‘° Comte de Paris,” which, on entering, had nec[ﬁ::la; in this boat were
officers and the two Magistrates T just mentioned. Believing that this gun-fire was to
call their boat, these gentlemen came on hoard. They noticed carriages for coast-guns
which were on deck ; they seemed astonished, but, however, did not say anything
about it. Various réemarks thoughtlessly made by Captain Langlois also made them
feel , and have been the subject of an explanation between the British captain
and m 1 promised to follow the line of conduot that 1 had traced for myself in
the Bay of Islands, and to maintain what 1 had written, until the British and French
Cabinets had decided the question of ocoupancy in one way or another.

As 1 have had the honour of informing Your Excellency, 1 had officially announced
to Captain Hobson that I was refurning to Akaroa, where the surrounding land, as well
as the whole of Banks Peninsula, belonged to French proprietors, who had sent out
cultivators from France to clear the land and make it productive. . . . My sur-
prise was great whem, on the arrival of the * Comte de Paris,” T heard, in the most
positive way, that Monsieur Langlois had never negotiated with the chiefs of this part,
that he possessed nothing there, and that we had, in fact, no right of ownership we

could put forward. The chiefs gathered around me declared to me, through the voice -

of M. Comte, & missionary priest of Monseignor Pompallier, who speaks the language
of the natives, that Monsieur Langlois had negotiated for a part of the land of Port
Cooper, Tokolabo Bay, for which he had paid one part, but that there never had been
any question of the port of Akaroa, in which they had sold to s Mr. Rhodes a certain

m grazing or cultivating, and that in the same way they had sold the bay of

and other bays forming the southern part of the peninsula ; and, finally, that
that they had never signed a contract of sale, drawn up between Monsieur Langlois and
the tribes, of the north-west and west of the peninsula.

In such a state of things, how am I to execute the orders of the King ¥ How to
take possession . . even tacitly, in case of an arrangement between the Governs
ments of France and of Britain, of a land that does not belong to the company ! In
one word, how to execute the treaty of the 11th October, 1839, made in Paris between
the Government and the Nanto-Bordelaise Company ! Really, sir, I am trayelling
on guch a winding and dark road that I only wulkbygmgi:gmywa. PR
Monsieur Langlois had not heard of my presence he would have treateg the acts and
the official doings of Britain as a joke; he would have hoisted the tricolour flag, would
have saluted it with 101 guns, and he would have taken possession in the name of
the King of the French ; while I, for my part, have tried every day in my conduct
to avoid binding my Government, and especially not to compromise the dignity of
Royalty. Fortunately, the whaler “ Pauline,” which 1 met at sea, by making my
presence here known at Port Cooper, prevented a demonstration of this kind, for the
ceremony of which several officers and masters of whalers had slready been convoked.
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