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PREFACE. 

t TRE Di~ectors oaf i%e Cnnterbzfyy Caledotsiun Society having 

wrcll)sgeJ to Bave a series of $a$e~s on variam snbjects of ebztertst 

\ rend at  tke o r h r y  Month& Meeti~gs of the Somety, did me U P  

1 konorrr to r .pes t  that I @o&' $re@u~t the first. Th ma& $orioat 
I 
I 
1 OJ tAe joges which follow weri cornwed in  &kt pa#er, bar/, as 

1 ~2 mas filt that tkb suaject wus one ZikcJy to itrter~st the commtcnity 
I; ge#eml&, it wm dec*&d to PHI it into 9 w f .  The Iaper, as 

erigiwZ& carradw~ted, was _rsot i n t d e d  /or $arbZimtim; hence it 

1, &as become uecessary to ?e-wnn& it, and ndrd to it $ornewhat. f 

'cap m2y ez$rcss h@e that it will fiove ia.&estind to noy 

redrrs, a d  at m an i1~cen02've to abler $em than my o m ,  ere 

it be too date* $0 com~ile a rdcmd ox tkC trials, &@mlties and 

sdrzrggles of th  pioneer sedt~ets of Ca&erhyv. 





i S T , R A Y  L E A V E S  

EQW CAPI'EEBURY WAEI E0UNDED.-THE EISTORICAZ FIRST FOUR 

SHIP$.-AEBlTAL OF ID " CI1EBSY" AND LANDLNB OT Hh)B 

PASSEBGEI1B.-HOW THE PILQRIiUS HAD TO R O U G E  IT. 

few stray leaves which it is purposed to collate 
this little volume have not much to 
them to the reader, save that they 

axe a linking together of memories connected with 
the early hisCory of Canterbury, which may prove not unin- 
teresting. The main object the author has in view, is to 
&drd some of the later comers here an idea of what the 
pioneers of civilization had to go through in the earlier stages 
of the history of the settlement. To that end, and, in order that 

-my readers may be able better to realise the word pictures I shall 
. endewour to put before t b m ,  I must ask their forbeaxance whilst 
I briefly recount the histoe of the aettlement of Canterbury. In 
doing this I do not by any means purpose to put it in the orthodox 
three volumes, but merely to give the outlines .which are necessary 
in order to fully.comprehend the narrative of events. 

As most of my r , d e r s  are probably aware, the foundation of 
$he eettlement was projected by an Assooiatim, called the Can- 
terbury Association. This was a most aristocratic and highly 
religious body, composed as it was of Peers of the realm, younger 



sons of ;he nobility, behbiahops bnd Bishops. The mrio object 
the Association hd 5 .ien in set thg this p& of the Colony, 
may be briefly put. a- an Associatioa +o found d; aq-ent 
exclusively compose8 of members of the Chnrch of E q l d ,  in 
which to a large extent the @pitarim 0.f tfLe' GBurch.sh& rule 
md govern. Indeed, it wm hopd to firmsport to the htip.o&s 
a portion, as it were, of nghh rnrttl life, where the mahts of the 

1 

i" people are taught* B&O ding to their Catsahism, to order them- 
eelves low17 ltnd revereniily to  all their betters ; amongit these 
specially, of comw, being included %he p a w n  of the p d s h  and 
the squire. b o t h e r  id% in the mi.nds of the projectors seemed 
t o  be to  provide a new sphers %br the yonnga %om of nobb 
&miilia, +o were either udithd for tha b y ,  the Navy, oe the 

did not lie in either G r  any of &e88 
&$ctions. Here, midst theh docks a d  he* md smomded . 
by an obedient and reqpectful tenantry, it ww hopd that they 
sight found what in ~ e * % l d  become a New &gland in which - 

. ' they would be the goddrninfS f d e s ,  es tbeir pmgeniton, had 
Sere about -to lea~e. w e  see iow tht, 
~ p k t i o f ~ l i  m a  hopes we= Ufopian in 

their chmactm and impracticable ; $hatg instead of one aed rn 
. - one dtm~ ~ b l ~ n ~  1 ? ~ h g  d possessing this beautSful country> 

equal cbmee. Bo &o in the matter of 
weeds. 'The Church of hgland, of GOWEB, from the bounteoas 

' endowmetit of &e original pmjectora of the Arsociation, has the 
d-tage in this msped;, bu;t otherwise all creeds stre equtll. ira 
cwnr midst. Uadar the cirrmmrfancm I have related i-t wm Elardly 
mafter for surprim that a~amgst thermla of tha Pilgrim 8ettlmpf 
wh0-w the P d t i b ~ ~  foll~lde~d) of X ~ W  &gl~nd ilid in the 
X ~ j a o w 1 4 ~ s e t  s&;i E01 IIfl.m&etbury elll we s h d d  b~ 
a m n b d  mmy scions of t;he taistocmy and repr~hlmtativss B 
the landed gentry, who, stibahexi hy w b ~ t  I m y  c d  the exdu- 
&vely' respect;able nature, of tbe pmspwtars of the- Qmtmbq. 

: Awo&kion, hied determiaed $0 try tiheir future in $he new 
mt t l e~mt .  Indeed it would be had, 1 think, to h v ~  fomd .a 

of the m e  number in which SQ laany 

ail far &ntarbuqp froom @ramend in four vessds, now Imam 
as the histsrical four ships, &., Xir  GTeorgs Beymow, UhwcIoBta~ 
Jim* RtPnLZpI, ant3 the f 7 ~ ~ 8 y .  Colanisia who now return ta 
England, ar tbw who c a m  oab he~e,  in the magnXr&n% flaskbig 
hol& of tb New % a W  Shipping Company, a n  form no idea 
of the primitim &~comrn~dtttion dorded even in the'doon of 
these four vmsels. 8mll in size, aind of csourse dwtitu* of 
all, or n-1y all, %he m~dmn eon~enimees which are now lookecl - 

upon ia p m ~ ~ . p :  newsitia ~ Q P  06m bavel, the pioneer ships 
were by no ~hmm wheb the p w n t  genmtion of rrdonists 
would co~zs ik  desdrrJble to k m d  to m frQm B g l d  in. How- 
ever# all on b o d  & four ahips seemed to the mere, 
wthm sf a c k d t i a n ,  add a# s body. looked upofi the voyage 
wmewhat in the G h t  of an aztandeir3 pk-aic. The 4 corn- . 
mnnity tmk out with it all the neciesaariq for starting a full 
blown' settlemftnt, including a nempmkper ghat9 prerses, &*, 
from n~ lew cla8'sic city Oxfo~d, ~ ~ b s q ~ a t t l y  &HI in r 
penting -the journal n i e d  ths Lt~tteEtm Piuatrs, anrl a' bnk. ' 

'Phe expedi+ion of eodPsle oodd not iieam the r h m s  of England 
wil&o&t some kind of demonatration. Hen- a b k f m t  was 
g i~en  at GTmwrread, at which t-69 noble lords, bishops, and t h ~  
m m b m  of the, hs~ciafion "~rnwb oar America couain~ 
would a~y,  ak! to .the hgortaace of the e ~ e n t  af the day, h t  of ' 
a bartd ef hardy settlers going f&h to found a new counby in 
%he fa &&ant i r h d  of Nm Z&d As tb Clolony at thltr 
p a r b i c ~  period wm afisociated in t b  mind of the Britiah publie , 

with c$rznib&sm mil dl kinds of savagery~ we were ~egaaded 
somewhit in the light of pmom go* forth on a forlorn hope. 

- However, wslfhd away froln the shores of our natim'wuntry by 
'.. tb elcquep~ of p r c s  rtnd pr&ha, mSngling with the cheers of 

the multibde who saw nrs off, tha Ettle squadron re* 4. Thee 
. of the ships, the QhrEe.d.t~ Jmae, the B~T &wg@ &:yqaw, md 

tihe Rafbdolph orntllmd close- together. The &urth-the Urswg- 
,,+ in whiah odr family had taken paeeap, cntm s ~ m g  time afiter* 
a, having over oxlev hmdred ahir* on board, our mptaJia drcl 

. . 



sot fed inolbd to go so far  no^% w the othar three vessels did, 
. Considwble was eqrehlaed at the delay of our ship. 

tihe mo~e so aa beihg eateepd the erack one of the ~qudron ,  we 
h o ~ ~ m d  by having the b a k  an bwrd. The illqstratiok 

g v ~ n  on the other page8 which is %ken from s drawing made by 
Mw. W. Donrtld,. who, M bRIs Townmnd, vw a passenger with 
J on b o d  the C i . e ~ y .  dl give some idea of the scene which 
sit& ow eyes m we %ild up Ohe hrwtbew of Lytteltos one 
bmnW sammer m d b g S  at the end of December, 1850, 
&ar a fow months\a voyaga. That we were w a d y  ' 

we"Icomed by ow fell~w Pil&rimrs goes without saying. hey  
hatrl been conjuring ap all ,lrin&FI of aceidenhit a~ having 
~$tapPnad to m, and ow appao~~noa off the He&, nn- 
W d e d  then by t e l ~ a p h i o  message, mated a great .deal 
of exoitemmt. Qf C E , & E ~ ~  we were all eagw to get on shorn, 
tbd 8hortl-y after t b  we were landed in the ship's boats, w&h 
our. belo , in C-he tiha infiat township of Lytte1f;on. ' The 
w c ~ d  i l l d m t i ~ n ,  4 h  &om the $end of the talented M y  
~$4 ts, ~ ~ V B B  an idera of what L F l t o n  wrtrr like at tha a d  
of 18fiO. I6 TRill emble my rederrs la compare th'e a~speet of the . 
Port 02 Irytblkon then with that of now-only s o w  t%irty-six 

latep. Then-- nemlp in its primitive stateI with a few 
~ni ldngs  doi;ted here and %here ; now-a p t t y  little smpo& t o m  
w&h its milway, e1m.h.i~ light, graving do~k, md all ;the ~tppliancee 
i$ ~akodern civlliaation. Tbe jegty she- in the illustration, was 
dbie . h o s t  where &be railwq gates are, just beby the Post 
Mae.  large building to the leaJ which is still extant;, ,and 
wqtl as the MunicigJ Cotraicil f%mbem, was the Cl~vernmeat 
ffouse of thp) i n h t  sebtlemeilt, where resided Mr. Go&ey, the , 
&&dent Agent of the &hen @ll pwerful Canterbury Assoeiatia& 
& the laat comers, we had of eo-se to. take our chance af 
& ~ ~ o m ~ d a t i o n  on ar*d in the baa?%ck~--*hs range of bnil&@ 

littb lower down t&n Nr. G)odlefa home. TBe extent of 
zsm, as may be senan, tlvahhle in the b a ~ a ~ h ,  was butt limited; 

a p ~  it vaa summer we&her md exceedingly hot, a nnmber of 
M e t i ,  amm& others my own, preferred to cam9 ont, a d k ~  
&a ~ a n a e r  of an e z 6 n M  pic-nic, amongst the high .fern and 

long grass, which ww then growing where now exiats aspMtete 
pvements and busy warehomes. Thus our &at night on Nm 
Zealand soil was spaat in the open air, which by no mesnc 
unpleasantly csntraeted with the cooped up state in which we 
had been for the pr~vions four months on board thb sbip Thg 
next .move now, haping faifiy set our foot on the Promised Laud, 
wasl to get a domicile of our own. The Association, then ma& 
patern51 in its conduct wibh regard to the amigranter, .allowed . 
ewh mamiedman aufflcient timber to build a tempormy rwidsnoe 
fox himself and far~ily at merely nominal cost. There wrts then 
no very ornate style of architectw premlent in %he c ~ m m u ~ t y .  
The aost popular was what i g  known as the V huh, from being in 
the s h p  of a lettar V inverted, Sod ujhaa~d's, of aW Binds 
bnd dwtigns, were also tb be men here an$ there; but the 

A 

f-&r~hionable style wm %he V hut. X y  faaher, before out 
week of picniciag wsls over, of which we were just beginning to 
h v e  had enough, had built one for us--& first essay in the art 
a d  mystery of c%3~pentering-bat still sufficient'to oover us birly 
well, and we moves horn whem we h d  been earnping to- our new 
home. Thk m~gnif icd Btructure, which comprised two rooms, 
was built on the site npw occupied by' t h ~  Colonists' %a, a d  
was on the #lope of a hill which rose bhind us. As t~ the tenure* 
upon which we held the section, I believe it was mainly founded 
on the good old Border law of 

" Lot him hke  who hae %-he power, 
Let him kkeep who mn i" 

. at arty rate I know we paid no rant, nor ware wa troubled at any 
time with the rate collector's visits, and we remained in occupa- 
tion under this charmingly A r d a n  sysixm till we 1aft to go 
over on to the Plains. Our V hue was, as I have indimted, 
though compact, not by any means paldal, but we were in an 
a&toqatic neighbourhood, as just above nq in a sod w7ltark of 

room, resided no l e s  a personage than the Ron. Btumt; 
Wortlq, now B r I  Wharncliffe. Wh&t %he suttimer wmbher 
h i e d ,  of course our hut was no$ by any means uneodorkbb ; 
but when the rainy Beason came the water am* found out the 
defmts of* my father's oarpwtering. We derived one little 

\ 
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. C ~ l S T D W I L ~  IX 1861.+~~ BEfQLE PATE,-HOW THJE OLD 

BEZT&EM NAXiLPtED 'PO ltET IPHEU& GOODS 033% FEE BILL. 

--T= BUMWE SAX.--OUR PXRSX BTICtlD! US THE P&IA~. 

- 
sonme the great ambition of the majority of the 
m&tlera, though Lyttelton was then the hub of 
ci&atisn, as faF as Cantarbury ww ooncerned, 
was ta get over to the Plains, and m a q  a'trip mgy4 

ma& to the top the Bridle Path 30 have at look, thoqh &m 
afax off, ajt, om future home. The outlook thkq, was diiereaf; 
t o  what it is now. Imbad of smiling homeateads, with clusters 
.of houses and pbntations, nothing was then to ;- 5 m  bee 
-the great wide bare plain stretching away for mil& an &'him 
side, and as far as the eye could rmeh no sign of human 
kbitation appwehL The two olumps of bush-Eiccarton a d  
Papmui-wa~e conspicuous ob je~h  in the hndscape. gome of 
.OUF number immediately on arriml, who were sent out like fZLe 
q i e s  of the 1sraelit.m of old, to look at h e '  bnd, remhedl: tw fttr 
a s  Eiec&on, whem they meived from the Mesms. W. and J. 
Beans-tihe pionma of khe p1a;hs-a hear$ Seottish welco&a. 
,Qne by one fradies begm to move over %he hills; at lmt our 

- 6 came, md one autumn day 'saw us in company with some 

&ved hem in later years, wil l  nn doubt smile when I say that 
%his was a, journey to be underfaken with no smal;l.amomB of 
;treP;de,tion, 6n acconnt of the &i@cultiea sumom*g it. 'Ilhey 
.em have no idea whkt the trankt of a f a d y  with- dl ib hoplse- 
hold goods from LpeZton to Chri&huxch a& in these drtigrs. 
The oqly road commulnieation was by mam of the Bridle Path, 
%hen onIy f l y  campldked, and over which, as they had no other ' 
conveyranee, the Pilgrim ~athek-an& mothem too Eor the ma%@ 

A- 

comfort;, -howevar, &om &e fact CBgf; rn m a  not SO 

b d  ofE sonic of o m  neighborn. An old '' Hhapoon~'' 
as those who were here when the s & t h  arrived were 
&, had given us the saluta~y dviae to out ditch 
~ o u n d  om hut ao as .to e a ~ q  off the wahr mmiing down 
%he hill, and we cut it. Not; 80, however, our neighbour, 

. tb Boa. iStuarf; Warkley. The consequmee m s  that when Lha 
rain mme down from tihe hill it ven* through his sod ea76~6, and 
crnmbId it down like so much Ragm, There was no help*Eor it ; 
he had ia be& s h m t ~  x e m t  md faga sheltw with us in our 
hut. 8aksequently he ~ecan8tsuet;ed his mBa& but on more 
~eienrjfic prin~:iples, and i* mmabed intare* some %ime after Mr 
Wortlley had returned to %hadd. 
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of that-haid to carry on their backs the 1ighter'arCi.cles of  
farnitore, behtdiag, &o. m e .  heavier portions had to be gent by, 
se& ftmn Lfitieltm by amall mling vessels, over the Bumner W,. 
agd .thence up the Avon rivm to the Brick? wh&f. At this I t c t h r  
phce, I may aote, the principal po r t io~  of the setflement of the- 
Plains existed at the t h e  I speaking of. Our ,furnitare iti 
may hem be stated did n ~ t  mive, &e ~ ~ 8 e l  in which it w w  
shipped hemg lost on the i3'lunner Bar? as wm frequently t h e  
ease. Owl. march out of Lyikelton that day up the Bridle.Pa& 
resmbled nothing so much the flight of Qe pspuhtion- from 
some besieged eiq to avoid capture. Every Etrticle of hous&'o1& 
requirement, bedding, &c., hrtd to be atr ied on our baob, &as 
we toiled in Iad-ian Ble up the then newly formed Bride Path, w e  
must hs,-ve presented e very comical sight. Mter L. long a d  
weary march over the hiUg md dong the foot of the range, we: 
c w e  to the bridge'known as Wilsongi Bridg43, over the Em&-. 
mte, which was then a.very primitive stfuctwre. Tbe Heathcote 
B m y  was not then jn ezistence, no$ wm the Ferrp E o d  
oom?letted, W&g though swamps and lagpons we a t  la& 
esme out at the F e w  Boad, which was in course rtf oonstrudon,. 
md had scmched, '1 think, somewhere about the spot an which 
tbe Lttncariter Park Hotel now is. Between them and o m  
de~tinakian, which .was ihe i t e  on which the Whits Eaxt Hotel 
~tasih, was a raupo rswamp, in wbich afterwards f had m y  a. 
snmlpler swim' This exteztded from the junction of the &at . . 
f own Belt with the P e w  .Boat3 to nemlp the Ca~erhham Hotel 
mmer. It was no use tmying to go round ik, for $haat would 
have entailed e longex walk ihan oae would have felt able for, 86. 
wk perforce went. through it. It was - ~shoa* knee deep, md - 

some of us youngsters had .a pretty rough tizne of it, laden aa wa 
were. However, we shggJ& on, and shortly hefore sunset we- 
reached our home on kbe platins. Let me just try, how- 
imperfectly, to repodurn the &en& The place it will be remem- 
bered is %hat ornupied by the bl~cks of bsdbgr in High Sb-eet, 
comprising the ' W t e  HartI &mge'a bail ding^, Nmhelski's, 
kc,, and at the back by the ~ddfeflows' ~ h .  In the cenkce of 
a cleared space on that me~horable m&g, when a firing of 

be-gled weav wayfarers filed @a to the seekion, was pitched 
ir tent conatmcted of the mainsail of a ship, &retch& over one & 
ithe spars, the sail being held do- by kegs of n&ls attached at. 
intervals to the s&. AlI rowzd, except; the cleared s p c e  in 
frofit of the tent, wm high fern and tuku, stretching away over 
the ph+s  rzs fnx m could be men. At &e back where the  
QddfelIbws9 Hall is, ttnd the range of merchanka' warehouses in 
Lichfidd Street now stan& waat a large rmpo swamp, which ww. 
a mre resort for wild:  duck^ an4 pIlkaki. Trmks here a;nd them 
hisd been roughly cat thpoqh %he fern and tub by the survey 
gasties of! the A~sochOion, who had been engaged in b a g  ant, 
the future city. Btreets, in the ordinapg. acceptation of the word, 
there were nnne in  our locality. Down by the Golden El- 
Z n t d  m attempt had hew made, roughly, to form something 
like streets; but on all sides of our Lacdon, aa I ha* said, 
nothing could be seen but high fern interspersed with t n t a  
Indeed, ~tr&nge 1t4 it may appew to my readers now, we, liwg 
in the centre of what is now High @beet, were complecel~ 
isolated frm the more settled portion of Chistchurch, which, 
as I have said, coznposed a few tenements near the Qslden 
Eleeae and aho at  the Brick's Wharf, where Mr. John Andersos, 
amngatothers, first put up his tent. From difficulties b. the matiter 
of. communi6ation in these pre-City a o m d  bya ,  to whieh 
dlursion will be made later on, it took a wa& of a mile ta 
get from onr teat to the s p ~ t  where the nudeus of the hture 
City of Christ&urch exktcd. Our two nearest f i e i g h b o ~  at the- 
-bime spoken of were situate, one oppo~ite to where the ~ t & n ' s  
Hotel is now sifuute, on the site of,  upc can's Blrildingq and the 
other, v~hic\ was the butch+r'a whore' of Mr, Charles w ~ m ,  on 
Qxford Terrace West, nest to tire site EOW oci. :upied. by the atorea- 
af Mr. C. w. Turner. The Land Office, which then served all. 
the purposes of Government Buildings, and Dr. Barker's tent, 
on the site of Maling and Co.*s, were the onl$ other buildings ia 
that direction. The former buildiag was, it may be expbcrd,, 
the City Council Chamber, recwtly removed. As  giving an idea. 
of %-hat. may perhaps be deemed want of faith on the p& of the 
emlier Chrbtchurch citizens in the ultimate ' ~ p o r t ~ e  of their 
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City, it mar be s d  that the metion upon which Uhe White Hirt  
.Hotel is now builti wm conddered by many in those guitar 
.outside the probable extent of &he City. When my father bought 
.at auction, for .&I&, the q & - m  d o n . u p o n  which our hnt 
wae emutsd, every. one of birr ffiends thought he was paying a 
host exhavqpnt pria fop land sa fa% away &ona the cantre of 
the City. How far birJ judgment a d  faith in %he subsqumt 
growth of Christchmrch were justitEed, the mwked progress made 
here amply proviw. It was my bily duty at the time to whioh I 
am refexring to fetch the mt mpirchel far the Eotel-far we 
Bad stadad the Hotal m d  the mite Hart in the tent-frwrm 
$he whasi of ;lCPi.. f imer ,  of which mention has already biarea 
made. We had not then arrived at the high pit& ~f civilimtion 
d a My call born tihe butche~ boy, and the ma% h d  perforce ' 

-to be fefohed in tall weathers, or we went dinnerles. This waa 
by ne meBn# the easy task it now looh, tbough the 4~ha.M was 
only on Oxford Tern-. 8treets, of course, did not exist tiU s 
h t e r  date; and, besides the di%cullt;y of making a bee h e  
through the h11 fmn which &ew eonsidmabl~ over my head, a 
deep and wide gully, full of water, intersected my line of route. 
+This gully* which. more msemliled a river in the winter time, ran 
from where 8k, Echael's Chtrreh now is, on the one kde, to  the 
ziver near whem the Maneheater Bk-eet Bridge is now. A  pa^ 
of this gully ccan still Be seen m the garden opposite Dr. Prink 
mkdence .fn Mmehmkr Btreet, and some idea of its propoifions 
may be g&themd from wbat remain#. To moss thie gully in my 

: '5 M y  8isit entailed a walk very newly to where it emptied itself 
1-7q 

Snb the river, near the Hmchesiter -Bridgs, m'i t  was too deeg 
and &de to w d e  through my where else e?a 'p.~*~%e. This w&ing 
.all the -time. through thick femi and tutu was no jake* p~&ic&dy 
in s ml good old fashioned sou'-wester, many a one of which wk 
met wikh SibOut this time. qare let me d i m e  from the betthn 
track of na.rra.Cim a little, to h c r i b e  aai amusing inuclent which 
. o c d  one night, a3 iflu&tive of the ~ouge;hing it we had Go 
do. We htad ody bsen settled in our O a t  &out a month when 
the- winter a@% in, and we w e  ~lcwcely preptized for the violence 
wi* which the rain came $pwn on us. Wheher we have got 

more as& to tke' c b t e  now or not I emmot say ; but it ~eemed 
I -that t h e s a h t  mu'-waater~ wem $as wome than any we sfkerwds -, , 

.axpden;oed. At my rate, like b i e n t  Marinw, we could at ..v.I 

-$his time say, " Water, wahr mfrpwhere," though, unlike him, . . 
we had o good deal to drink, we= we WJ minded, and this was not 
wafer, EIowtrper~ the whole &&ion was, under water 8ome h o  
or thme aJLB, oonsqa~ntly, the floor af bhe tenti, which 
was campwed of @$he cold, cold ground," &so. To o h t e  %hi% 
di@~.d~ '01~8 &ad placed a number of c e k  p l d s  three OP four 
inches tihi&, which formed a kind of floating floor. Upon this 
WBR placed OUT p.imieiv-e cooking appasatu~, camprisitlg a milerul 

with a hole enti in it to promote a, draaght. But this has po&ng 
to do with my meedate, and it is only meationed to ahow the 
way in which we had to rough ik One very etormy night, when 
$he ~ou'-water, whiah 'ha8 l~tlsted for a week, was blowing 
a perfect &, we were rvdely aw&wd from om slam- 
h r s  by fmling the w b h  pounhg on ur in sheets. h more than 
adinwily p h  of wind$ad got nnbz the sail, an& sr~me af 
%he aaros of nails having become detached, two.t&ds of our roof 
ww flying about our h&. Here w& pet ty  prBdicamant, 
&& as we were, suddenly gram sleep in the midab af a'pitch 

, amid toments of rain and a perfect stom of wkd, 
wif out tha chanee of getting our clothes, .a we had no means of 

.sgmewing ra light. There waer, howeve~, no help fm it ; so, drab- 
ing up the h e w &  of &he tent, we dried om beak to do a littb 
in the me* line. It wadl a toufih job;, far mom than we coda 

' 

prqpmly manage. We hm& on for half hour OT so, 6y whiv$ 
fims we suec~eded in getking go mu& of tbe s d  cloth over the 
Fiagq01.e once mom as would enable us ta shelter till mo-, 
and with t%i@ we hsd to be content. When incmkg c m e  we. 
obtained help, and once more $he White Bart %tel wtw &oned 
-to its original condition* rtpd the mil firmly an(zhord wieh s 
n1pmber Qf nailcans added, 10. a~ to prevent a murrenw of l&e 
disaster. RM waa it &lane in the ma* of house $momnaodatioa 

t o  rmgh it in these em17 days. Onr bread supply 
especially w9s must emtie. The b h m  w ~ e  depenbnt for the& 



' I . .  

horn Wellington. During a prevalence of bd webther, of wbioh 
during our fimt winter in W e t c h d  we had a pretky f a i r  
&am, these vwsels w m  hquently some two or three weeks on 
thg p s ~ g e .  Even a&er its m i v d  in Lyttdbn the suppEes 
d g h t  be y& anothr week on bo~rd the small cr& off the bar 
without the vwel  being able to ket up to %be Brioks W h d .  I 
a n  well remember, on ~ark i l  o d o m ,  the entire commudty 
B a h g  to sabrsbt on potatom for sevwal days, owing to the  
su2pJy of dour h a G g  run out. 

OUR PIIBST ATTEMPT AT LOU ~ E L F - ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ z ~ B O O R ~  

. . W D  PI&BEIMB-Tf[E, NEW !tdULASD CLJXATE DESOB;DBETF 

BH dLN A B 8 T R I L L ~ .  

B[E yeas 1851 p a d  away eomewbt une~~nt!iWy as. 

far as the aeetl~fs on the P l h s  were mnwrnd, 
except +hat additions were made to ow numbers. 
We were a singularly indepndent lot of people h< 

b s e  dap, almost forming-if-I &owed to me the 
ism--a Republic. The only recobded authomiitg was the Agm* 
of the Canterbury Associat$on (Wr. 6odley) ; md there was alas 
a body which was the medium of ~emmunication between %he 
hoeiation w.~d the Colonists. This wm the f o ~ m k  of 
Provin@al' Councils, Ciky Oouncils, and the like gov&g 
bdea,  a18d during its existence did much useful work. ' 'Pb- 
was the Bo&ety of Land hrchaser~.  It wiw originally consti- 
tuted in London under the name bf the So&ekj- of Gnterbury 
Colonists, fm the purpose of promoting inte&ome betiween 
those who were going forth ,to take prt in the work of eoloni- 
s&m. h e n  the Associat-io~ hi4 sold a goodly quantity of' 
land, and the $rrangmenOsr far the desp~bteb k the Colony 'of th 
h t  four ships were complete, its title was altered tci that of tdg 

EkmY MB'FQRY OX CM?TE$RP$Y. 

&ociety of Land Purchmers, and its members were coml)osed of 
fhoie who h d  bought h d  in the m w  Church tettlemcnt of 

' Cankmburlp. On the ships lmving England the meetin& of the. 
Sortie@ in London were &cont;haed, mil it took up *he position 

. m d c z h g  ~ 6 t h  the, Assoeiati~n upon p ~ t i 0 T M  affecting fhe 
expenditwe of the money p$d for the l a d  in publie works 
wiidGn %he ~ettlernen6. This waa the poaition at first tsken up by 
&e do&ty. fEu% in the ~bsence of my 1 0 ~ d  authora'ty it became,, 
%y gmersll coneen*, the body te whom the se4;tlw~ looked for 
deckling npoa the many pestions W M C ~  arosete, Thha the doeiet,~ 
bf Lmd P e m ,  thhbagh repmmn- one elass of the cam- 
gluni* only, wa.fowd into the posioion of dealing with m t t b  

.d€ecting t b  wel&re of dl. It ther~fme to  some &at &schm& 
the hehioar of Provinoirsl Oouaoih 5f later h te ,  in 80 & 
sheg m m e n d d  ta the Aiwxialicm what works, in their 
apiniq were n e c w t ~ ~ ~  to be undertaken to apen. up the countzy. 
Though, as hara h t d y  been staid, b8ing no lagal position or . 
atrt,tus the a.~co~endationse of this body the Agent of the 
Association invariably met with ready acquiesceme 4 
sndormment on PIbe part oE Mr. Godler. He, howeverz bad, &i 

m y  iartanea-where the wmk waI one hvolving a lwge 
.expenditam of mmep-to refer to the Bsxaociation ia &glad, 
~ r )  tbt a good d d  of valuable time was, lost. In  the b-g . 

~f the mans of oommuaiEatioP between %b PO& md the ' 

. which ma, I ~ P  has been poiniad out, eyeeecIi.91ly hxmary. ..A 
rcaf&~mw to thia hatter will bs, m& hter on. I n  ~ ~ ~ O U L I  wap 
the gocirdy! rmderd signal service tcs the cornunity as a whole, 
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pad in the public &air8 of G'asterrburp, whsm t.he advent of All hudaed in vain bm the Bheep on ths Plain? 
rep~mdat ive  instibatisms swept m a y  the &gnblienm ~tate ok: htrudt ion is neazina; them fast, 

$ad the gry of-the lsmb tw it b h t s  60 ita dam, 
things just dmcribed. Prior to t h t ,  howevm, the pQgrres8 of ~e mhi ing  its bnes paitb the blast. 

tfse wttlernent and the growth 0s interests far larger than %ham And &e aeit8er at mom may look forlorn1, 
As he h a a b s  h 8awah uf his flmk; 

of the l a d  p c b m  only rendered it neceasmy for the FW lnmbs dead nr dying and ewes fled or flying, 
orgwiaatian ef the Society to be altered, This wm raccardingly $11 h i  h o w  of protprity mook. 

done in the direction indid& in a Ia$w ohq&er. the earlier The Prinm of the Xi is roumd from his lair; 
A;od howls in hie bullyin& might. 

months of t h ~  y e a  1832 the ~ u n t r y  ts the n o r t h d  m d  The grevd m d  dwt s1.s now mixed with the blaat, 
mnthward of Chp;~tchnrch beg84 60 be takm up for p&od &.&the lietllon$ e i e k  out with delight. 

pnrgw, 'This was ~ d e d  out pldncipdly by atock o m ~ m  The wild pip dB! %It61 Bjl. ma with grunts W p  derclwr 
They'll be bngad if they st8nd such a gale. 

&om AusWrp, who, to disiiqg.tkh them from the Pilgrims o r  W e  b ~ t h  h r o m  a& beam end mwa bg the BBO~EZS 

those who same from Enghid direct ta Clantmbury, w m  m W  I%& their piti& with &be wind at  && M. 

@hrmgroans, What this title i 4tx"ived &MII ia not quite cleas. The &n my jay-my 1i~i~umP a @ y -  
where am now $hy flowma oi thy tree$? 

An musing pieoe of poetrg. resge*g the &ake of Tim They we bl&&ed and bruised, and mast awhrw wed, 
X&nd, and particularly b b r b m y ,  w 
%he ,  and oer it shews wfutd; opiP;on ()UP 'Ifhe onianar are whipped ; C b  potatoea atre sip# ; 

Tho wluQwa have I& eoary W ;  
d OW v ~ ~ ~ n t e d  3 % ~  kkzdd  c!hnab, p The fruit bees are dead, car tarn fEom tkeir bed, 

would be intemthg. The tat  of .the hy ie bntaict from a 
And the gardens is dying of grief. 

s&&r in f2~p.terbu.q-pwsumedly a Pilgrim-in which he gap, -I .LC 
Then Squath8 beware of the Pawere of the Ak, 

,' 8 men .$an Born wit& 3pmr 08btle or sheep. 
" The c l h t e  of Wew Zeithd is aupaior %o the SDU& of f -  or Mew ~ealltnd's e q ~ t  jnst l o o ~ d  out d pot, 

- . - And the r ind thw i a  never deep.  
l?'zmee." U'pon bhh our &n&mbn b ~ d ,  m d e ~  the a l e  of 

- L & ~  " Tbe Shaa~on'er Lament," diacoume~ sm follows :.- I t  aomw from t&4 Sonth with a b m t  in i& mouth, 
- Bringing mow, sleet, or ,Fe*g ;rain ; 

Among ths d w i q  manntains, .fsr ap above thw Cforp, I Or it &ages &Q Werat, ma do& "ika West, 
%'fiere UW a potent bat, ever working ak hh forge. With a bhrat twim a~ furiana wain. 
A m a s r  ~ f i  the winds i~ he, a iatulent old b&m. 
Ha mds his m[tli&taws down, that mas and bas6 ma3 s a w ,  The vessels at wa, stant and 8treng though they be, 

Are totally lwt to ~ F O ~ Z I ~ ( L B ~ .  

I've witnesml all the win& *at bbw from Landr% Et~d &o %Btdoes ; Their esnvam iB rernt, their sttofig ma&b m beat, 
Trfttreons, pempwm, hui~+aour, 1% M b l e  tmmdoea-- Or thq're hopelealy east the s trw.  
All these, 4u% gentk zephyrs, am which pl&&mtLr g~ bb ye. 
To t2re bwl iag  bellmirig, h o d d  gusts aweeping d m  k b  M a i a ,  T$e Thit b a t  m of e m  m d  d Mows werk on w ' t  eLie sttuld shwre; the strong Wows 

Th& little doad new miling down 2s f-= at 6111, WVMI, . l o  atiiclr where you are, Austmlia's Bgtter, fsr, 
At &ant Hutt'% b e  b'l1 *k his place 60 we1& hie, & U r n .  .!&as ne'er to be heard of mare. 

X'her~js eat and FUR, and Shriek and Bowl# asrd &men@ mif&out n u m k  
Anit thepke c-hg: now, with dwhy brow, to w & e ~  mmma'rj slarnw, Thou& sromewh~t aaggm&f&d, yet, those who h o w  the erpof;, 

T h  're wned .wit% L e  wind* of &a wild Weat w, . 
d l  magniae a truth, at p y  rtxbB, in the poet's 

dhieh thefve cooled in the mo mow. de&flan of +he Gorge, whm &e ~ O I M  of the wb& 
PLad tby4: &ling down on their at dust, 
Making d a m d  bnrPoo bdow. certainly do hold 

. The WFJ~R, vUch lookql *h,t in th rnmzmr-light . tb Shagmon, his eonrp~triok did not stay awey from EJew 
An4 pleasantiy way& in bke breem, Eeahd but tame m r  bere, md ultimately beeam the fomdem 

Am withered a d  dmd, t h ~  mI.i& g& &A, I 

~ e t  race of sod kings in &my plrta of Osnterbq. A R ~  leafleas bhe rocking h s .  
I .  .:-- - 

- +,;; ;+;; J: 
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TISIT QF 'PER QQVEXOZ. 

B m h g  queekion at this time mder f i & e d o n  by t b  
. arittIsrb wrqs h t  of commnnic&ion between irkwist- 

ehnrch and Lflelton. Arm haa been stated, thia 
WM not d the be&, and with the opening of the - -- - 

*g&r, 1852, tbe residenb begm to agitatete Public mge-e;Pgs were 
held both in Chriateh'u-r& ~d &@&on to d h u w  this m*r. 
'I'hem were $he two prajeets b s f m  the publie, The &st wm the 
:ompleti~n of the S ~ ~ ~ I B S  J h d ,  which w a  commenced by 
Cap&& Thomas prior tu, the a n i d  o# the first £om ships, 6nd 
upon whieh some $$#O had been spent at the tiam I haye been 
rdemi~g to. The other w ~ s  a proposd known w the hupalri 
mute, w l i ~ h  would come o m  the m q p  n w l y  up to Gtoaempte 
Bar, or b~ the Dyer's Pwe I%@. Pwblic feeling ran very high 

the subject, ai goodly number of pexwns, matidy .thwe bekg 
en t k  Plains, holding %he opinkm that to conshct, the 8Urnfle~ 

' 

B o d  wm beyond the power d the infan+, settlement so far iw 
wen*. JII refemam to' this subjeat m y  be noted a ~&ul izb l .  

c&um&an0g, a;lm;ost .what m@y be oailld 3 prop'hekric vtt&ranm, 
tbaugh at $he tiPe p b ~ b l y  the gentlsmsn who tu6tered 'it, re- 
gwdd it = m e d y  a wild asd Wtbpia notion. I d u d e  to o 
@p& ma& by &b. 5. E. BhGEerdd h 6b par at a meet+ 
&g held in Lytt&an to i i i a ~ ~ ~ a  the rpe&om. That genk- 

man wm most en&g&crilly supp* %b ~omtmetion of the 
E\-er Rod-a pt  project af hh, wbieb he &m& came to 

a e011dusion as & ~ n t s D B m t ,  In the eonrse of hiirre- 
q a ~ B s  he allude? to tb pomibility o& -el being d e  thou& 
%hi Popt Bill@ & m e  day, little dra&g that one of his arucee$sore k 

the offim of &ap&teirdent would be privileged ia iaauga~ate 
sail a m y  ont that gmf work. The remarks of M r  RtzGkwttld 
a m  tb point were rweiaed with great laughter, nane of tbosta 
present at the mwting evidently deeming it at dl probable or 

I pgss1We tbt they2 os pepbps e ~ e n  &ir c-n, would sm the 
I work as. acwm@&d fwt. Ye$ &em are now living among& ns 
, many who took prtrt in tha6 meeting, and who, no donbt, r e g a d d  

s rsmwkrlr as the mere imageq of  eb fertile irn- 
.. However, it was dgcihd ultimstely to push 0x1 with 

t 
w&k dom vta w m i ~  a£ money, fBP it was hnoiafUy, mi well in 
otbsr .~p, tb b y  o t  s m d  thiags with us in h n t r ~ b q  then. 
12: was proporsed to seek the a d  of the Go 
m d  & ~ r  p ~ t  a d  ~ ; f  O O T I ! B S P O ~ ~ ~ ~ O ~  pmt B, h a  
fos the pnspos~ In  order to make hinaxelf fully ~ q u e h t e d  k t h  
-the mime of the work to be done, a;nd also to bmpect the pro- . 
p s  ~ E t e  bg the ~ ~ 0 1 1 t  ddnring %he y w ,  the Governor p&d 
-B  isi it $0 a8ih*bq. ' ~ a  I I ~  C O ~ ~ M  to &TQC(~ ~ 2 ~ 0 0  
th C?of&d &n&, which, with &8000 Ilt the dispmd of DBF God- 
ley, made &eEwX, as On %ir harge ;8rey7s 
&vd w meeting of nvend, and at this it 
was decided that; sia ~%CJW would o i l y  go a ah& m y  towads 
c a p w g  the Humner Bodj the whole cwt of which ww 6- 
mahd at &15,000, it wodd be Bdter to postpone the completion 
of the road for s perkel. Phe money it wtccil decided to expend 
an the Plains in making fim miles of the Lower Lhooln Bod, 

the Penry Rod &om the Perry to t2h1%tchwch, md 
s. In wmwtion with the wozk of the Land Plppcbera 

ban, though not bireetly bwing upon t b  aubject, I ham 
b m  e&a&ng of, it mi~y be w+sd thtat in M m h  of this peaz 'the 
bpiZdhg in w h h  Clhrist's College warr fau* still extant, on 
Odord '2-, ng$~ 8t. Miehaal'g Dhud, was bnilt under 3 s  
@uperPi&on. !Che deoisioa r* the expenditure ~f fhe . 
money o b W  the ColonSd Govemunent ww not: airsitred at 
&&out a protest on .ehe part of the LyM~Iimn p q l e .  Natum-Uy 
+by m t e d  la bve, the m;opep rrpent on the maxi connecting 
b r n  with ths Plftin~, Egadly we wmhd to open up the V l d ,  

I 



and &ord facizitierr of eosnmuniation Eor the population which. 
ww p d r a l l y  but SUZWIB  ringing up. A meundl h m  t h e  
liythlt-~n k d e n t a  was iwmmdingly fmmded  to the Governor, 
~S&Q h not to e ~ ~ y  out the ~ ~ m m M o n s  & the naeet&g 
qskw of. Ir I am not writing M o ~ ,  but merely dkmmivel~ 
joth-iag down r&60Monts of emrent events, it will ~sarice hem to. 
my thak ul6imtabllp the Snmntr WOBkd m comt3NCf;Bd and o p d  
by I&. TitGerald ss hpetedemt; .  Oh this wasbarion b &me 
ovex road in, a Egh~wh~lecl  coneem generally b w  w W5. 
h d d ' p ~  eircnla* m&- !though &nmht out ~f the onltjr of' 
daience it m y  hsreknoted that w l y  in the gmz a sp+Www. 
14wbd to  m . o n  tihe P q  Boad, whicb was bomphtsQl. W s .  
&, WE& W about r& pemne, use8 to lmve the Boyd H Q ~  
i y w i b ~  a day, re-q &am the Ferry Owice. A p u t  had bees 
placed on Ohe river, w'hich, prhapalrs, some of the hk d v a h  caq~ 
zmember as bbsing ia mktenoe when they ~3me m. Thus,. 
&r the visitor to Ghri8tchvrcb baRZ negotiated the hill, an$ 
$mmpd w d y  dong the 61tt at the foot, he wzl~ ferried acroM. 
in &e punt, and then by Bermford'~ Boyad Mail mat  he pea&& 
& &tg of Chri&&urcH, This Jaajl earrt wacr the prdeces~or of 
W h d m  and Nw8e's Bo@ Yd Line, whhh h t e d  for wme 
yeam. $mthar keg18 in tBe, ni~tbr of impm?iag the o m & - -  
&ti'~n, w fw atrrr t3re c ,of ~ Q Q &  was eencernd9 wyi takes 
h this year. W s  ww t&e esbbkhnaent of s whxf on the Hera~th- 
cote, on a site known fm mamy y m  as CChramch Quay, 
apather subjmt which accupied the aMntioq of Qe ~olo* 
abmt t&b time wa& tbe a b h b t = t i o ~  d justiiw. Thmgh we 
wwe sapposed b be E*g in an ~ImoFlt. &rcac%n date, it Q& 

b h g  c o m i d ~ d  n @ ~ ; ~ i ~ ~ a r $  ko bek 6f QOT (fOtr~, thee wars 
atill some light-&gad w t r p  abet9 4 mewiandly a prh011~ 
ol. ip~o was arr~t id  rasd on ilhgton fm trial. Js. 
may age8 the pzoaeaa~o~ and tbou&h born4 o m  Q 
gr~ee&ie, p ~ e f e d  to forfeiC the& ~recopisanew m t k  thas. 
fa,- the long and bwapla @S vsyage and a b ~ a c e  &m ha918 
for 8 mnth  or six we&. I remember th& in a most impden* 
tlrlwe of .aob'b3~/23r froen the White EmO, my $&her paid the &ZO 
=&m t i  go to Wellia@m. Under theere ciri:&mcw crimh& 

I 
m d d  with hpmiif;p commit thbfb, he,, as they were h o s t  sure 
Ghat the persvns robbed weuld sooner pat up with the l o ~ s  
undergo the inconveaibnce and lorn of going t o  Wellingkon I& 
prosecute.. 'Ehi~ being so, the @&tlem felt the time had come for 
the wtablishtamt @of a & p m e  C m t  of Judieatum bere? anb 
an applicatioir waa made to the Glovernor to &at elitect. Ia 
F e b v ,  1852, the rt3quest was gmnkd, stnd in TYovmbm of the 
same year, the f i ~ t  se%mi~n of the Supreme Cam% waa held ia 
Lytfelton, before His Honor Me, Ju~t;cg Btepbe~r%, !&em wem 
only tmo c ~ e s  tried on the criminal side of the C B ~ ,  one f ~ 3 ~  
embe~dement, and the other for breaking into a store. In bo& 

, . eases a 'verdict of guilw was reix~rnea, aid a mnlmw of ~weh . 

years tramportktion impwed in e a h  case. %%em the prim- 
wpm tranapded to I caanot say, bnii they were bken away & 
the CTovsrnmenli -brig d e n  the ihdge returned Co Wel&@m* 
'The first h m i ~ n  was also xemazkable for a li6d adion bFmg&b 
by Mr. C. B. D ~ q i e r ,  $he Bct~citor of Crr,akBury A ~ d a $ i d n ~ ,  
against Ybsr~ FitzGzald and Britha. The defendants we* 
members cif L ~ B  rSlod~ty of L a d  Pmchabms, Oh laWm being th ' 

Prmdent:, md the K i l  wzw con&ed rh a minut$ of s rn~ting 
of tihe Comcil. ' h this it ww st~lued th& Mr. BIriitZ;an had ma,& 
a pIhte,mept with bgmd to an endeavour, 

the Berry Road, ta dter .the line of thi road m as to enlarge Ms 
section. It is net necenrtsary to go into a% c@wr and I ahh6lrldno-t: 
b v e  mentionedit only that it waa the first mthn d any m+$n& 
brought in Canterbury. UlOimatalg; the plaintiff wm no~1-euiM~ 
being unable t Q prove that the defendants were joint p d e s  to 
publication of the alleged Ebqj. The w e  mated B p m t  & 
interns$ st the he, so much ~ o ,  that I and .tihe 3;g$t.~tt& 
SWmsr, noticing the presehce of a number of ladies in Court. 
The fraditions of $he e~taft of joumahm I am ~ j a i d  to 'W 
wexe even in those da-p arehlly aad lo+uly twpecoecE by 

, +heG eb t ing  chronicler of emnh. Ha * t d s  IN' %hat "a . 
j(l: waa graced by the presence of m v d  of the f&ms portion ' 

of meation." 'h4 BoZoniu~ would myz " $he &BT po&n..of 
~teabion " b goo&. ' In &ch of this yeax fha hernor, & 



George Grey, pajd Wa first vieit to the sdilemenf dnw t h e d v a l  
of the Pi1g';m. The p t a q  ineluded dm the Li~utemmt- 
*vemr of N ~ W  mter, ~ 0 1 0 4  ~ p y d .  NO one would 
mm@e the North Islnd under the title of Waw Ulster, but 
this wasl the n m e  given to it, the bouthrn portion king o d d  
New Munstsr. I n  t h w  day& there wsts no Xlinem~a, and His 
Bwnency and suite hibd pedorce to ccxntent themselves with w b t  
wssd d e d  the C o v ~ m 8 n t  E g ,  a bluff-bawd craft nat r m r k -  
able for epeed. The &it of the Govewor wasr, as he explainad 
at the h e ,  twofold in its cbamckr. He  de&d k t  to 8s.e for 
Ii.bseV what Hi33d of people them Cmt-t.erBary Bilgrimrq were, andl 
to o b ~ m e  what progrew they had 11~6ME.a in th& first y e s  of wttle- 
m a t .  The mtlin o b j h ,  however, of the visit, was to see vht 
mu1d 6s done with re& 00 the opening up 03 co~wzic&tion 
%&ween the Part and the PEm, to wbich referensee hme alrmdy 
been d e e  Par this pmpoete Mr. BoyE &e Goverm~nB En&wr, 
~ ~ m ~ s b n i e d  the G)ovwnw, and b w  ap a report. This a t  wzw 
zwnmhble for rt gpat gathering of Bda.0148 is Ly+&e,lton. They 
wanted wmpm~tioft f o ~  mme land which Bntd 'been taken by the 
CkeneraJ. h ~ w t  to the northmrd of what was then known 
aan th G a s W b q  BloB. There was a long $ailaver b h e e n  Bir 
Gemge md, fbs M&, whioh took plme an w hill abmt where 
&he Post 0 i c e  now ia. Tbe Bammm dso viaited t%iatohw& 
and was &&en round to the fadma of the plincipd settlers, rsuch as 

33rihn, Tmmd, D e w ,  W$~tts-Eus~d, Bmy, by W. 
Oadley. Of murae it wss psrfectly hposai$lle, eyen in so new 
a, settlemertt ste ours, for a Governor to pay afl ,a d~it wit210ut &her 
MC'drb3.e d e p u t a h  m i f h g  upon him. Our wtusts were small. 
As h s  already bwn stab& the cxmmuaieation between the twr, 
plaom *or verr uncertain. Tbe~e nsa &a no re* ~3 
&mice, the tr1hve3lem a;rs a personail favour would take a lettsr 
fT0rll PO& t0 ChriSbh~rch, O r  Z?k@ 2tBF'dB, and by pfl-t of t t a  

&ilhg, the OW&& draady referred to, would take o k g e  of an? 
~mwipon&mce. !J!b$ was one thing whieh the depubtion wanted 
put on e p p e r  footing. The othrsr rqumt was a ea~.&al one. 
We Bad been a, yew on the Plaitls, and the h d i a n  simp6cib 
which $remiled m y  be judged by the fact t h t ,  though the veMem 

bad Incremed during that period, we had no look-up, How, or 
what becams, of the minor offenders ag&st the law, I cagnoe sow 
remember, but I hwe a,n impreearion that they m d  to g~ out, on 
p m l e  to present themtvelve~d at the weekly k e o f  the lbgistmteI 
wyjich hok place at the Land Office. The deputation wanted the 
Governor to pro*& tbt the e ~ a i o n  should besectified, and $ha% - 
amongst o€i;h,er d e q m s  of civilit&on m d  p f s p e ~  Ohri&chmk 
ahaulld pwaess a lock-up. In copilectioa with this buildiag* which 
w a  prowiad, and ulth8tely put up, I shall have som&hing h 
a y  1sbf;~r on, remaining a few days, Sir Ueorge Grey re- 
b n e d  to Wellingkon, bavine; promised M a M y  ataW, to admnnce 
a wim of money out of t b  h e i d  Xevenue to enable works of 
yretrlsing impo&nce to be d e d  out, These w6rkp1 were in the 
dire~tion,of opening up eommHnicstiun on +he Plains, although 
Sir Geo~ga, wlten leaving Cmterbury s k t a d  &st he wodd not lose 
sight of the nemesity complefing the 8urnner Bod,  Them 
a t a ~ ~  no enthusictsm an the occwjiaa of the visit of tbe represea% 
tive of Her 'Mqjea%y. All +he fws and emmony which in later 
days wass m e  to be msoe,ia;t;ed with the appearance in o m  mi&& 
of-a 80v-lzp far the first t h e ,  WM a&t-not thil-t; the early 
sra&lem were leas loyd thsathmewho have followed them-but *hey 
hatd tkspirationsr in the directiaa of the introductioa here gf repm- 
a~nbtim in~titutions, whbh they urged uncewi~g1y. Sir && 
Greg ma, as GI well h o r n ,  bitterly oppoed to demo-Gc insti- 
tution~% though now mo& aolicitious a (90 the weIfme of u n b m  
AlEom and impressing h glowing p e r i d  upon the worgingrnen 
of the C~lolly. tht4L they am serfs. T h s  of C O U ~  rendered him 
very unpopular in Canterbuq-, the stusdy Bnglish p m e n  making 
no semt  of their disliae t o  the high official, who by his idwnce, 
delayed for' some fime t b  granting to the Colony of represen.Oativ8 
hstihtiow, w&.h all so ardently &sired to obtain. Benee, 
though ;h Geapge m e  on a &it, the WUU uf which w t ~  of 
Wfit to the sebtlament, the p~ople far the mmon given did not 
xeceiva him with rtpy enkhu&wm whatever. In hct, hs mine and 
went mueh as a ppriv&te individd muld bw done. I have noti 
referred 60 this from ang palitid Mw, which I e h d  endeavour 
Zo keep out of t h e  gossiping recohctiona, but as the fin& Pisit 
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% m a  formled t;awwb &e Papnui bush, f o ~  the .purpose sef 
on% tlm thh9 shinglescl, a d  £hewood tihere ; and quite s 

.little colon7 of asqers  took up the% abode them. It wm 8 

. . a u Z y  pretty spot, tbt Papanui bush, &dl of b n s  d 
rdmdy va~.mi aad m&- ~'~iclnic, -Pmty haa spent 6 memy h y  

I %here. Yhe Papmni Rod, here la;Z; me say, bore a very unenm- 
-able c b h -  It. was frill of mud-holes and m ~ m g s ,  ,rro muah 
.&Y a wild tptLdition was extaut, that. a bullwk-dray, . . 

, i%dloeks, snd a lord of fi~emod nrmt iota one ot the hules in the : f . ? 
uaC s3& a d  a%terly iclimppeased, the 

+%ti h bei32fs epg~lphed by a B U ~  

I . , zredhe now, looking at the b s ~ t i f u l  r&dences 
Pilpanni Bod, and the "pledid road for, &ving, not 

;time nothiag mare or 
" Homvttl, such ww t b  case, 
in 185P, ma xesposfdble+-to 

. , - cling ahmphere being .I.edolmt of p f d t y  on mare lWlan 
b, .oe&sn. Bullock drivere w &om choice in their language 
"I I I .  

I nnder the %oat favomble cirambnces, but ts drive a tern  wirtYh 

the number of building in the City of LYhrismhurch *as 

' 3;50, ilnd of them, the rnnaj0rit.y were of wood. ~i $t 
. ,.qxeatt &a6 t b r e  was anr bricle or ' a w e  horns khq: bu% ghak s '. 

' mm.nbm of tenemenb w&e b d t  of sod; rmp, ,*rttle, grid 
'Thip1 latter, f may explain3 consided of sap-, oby p d a l d  
rin between. There w e  &o a few tents, 
af resideme hd'all but disap+eB. Urn 

Htsrt, QSW the Land Office, the used as the Chumb 







BPEAY LEAVES PBOX THE 

did his best to preserve order and keep the ring, and I can 
remember some encounters that would have delighted the hearti. - 
of the editor of P&$imm, conducted a c ~  they were with the utmost 
decorum and punotilioumess~ the combatmts exhibiting much,. 
bravery and endurance. The majority of those who took part is - 
these Aolica of youth, are s c a h d  far md wide. Nany ars- 
dead, but some I meat every day-these are su$stantial aitizens. 
m every sense of the word, and &there of fmiIies. Bometimw. 
we flght our baktles o'er again, asd then there is a great marahall- 
ing of old mernoriea. Prom these recollections any array of 
figures hm been rigorously excluded, but a brief reference to t b  
return6 of the revenue and exgenditure of Canterbury for the- 
quarters ending June, 1850, and 1851, will not prom uninterest- 
ing. Under the revenue heading, the customs duty Qn sphsita for- 
%he 1850 quarter, brought 8126 7a. 6d., d for the next year, 
$487 7s. 6d. Nothing.at -all appears to have been ptkd on 

or tobacco in the qu&r of 1850, ao it is to be premmed 
%hat the settlers during that period smuggled their supplies oE' 
.the soothing weed. Only about $60 waspaidintihe quarter of 1851, 
though every one at that Gme used to smoke inces~lltntly. There 
is no need to go through dl the items and T only intend to refer 
tie the more etdciug ones, The total customs duties for the t w ~  
quarters was 2144 3s. 3d., and $1,0123 19s. 6EL. qectively. 
Some of the items on the expenditure side look very comical now. 
For instance, the Treasurer" Depmtment for six months, only 
cost eome S12. The police for the h t  three months of 1850, 
cost the magnificennt sum of $23 11s. 2d., whilst the expenditure- 
on the Post Qffice Depdment reached the large amount of 
S2 11s. &I., for tbe same period. Under the head af j~dicial 
too, the amount expended for the half-year. ending June 80t6, 
1851, is calculated to evoke a 4 , e .  The Reaident Xagirrtrate'a 
D e p h e n t  COB* $39 14s. Id., and the Sheriff and gaol combined, 
$6 1s. 6d. The next item is a most peculiar. one. Here it is- 
Registrar, for six months, 16s. Surely no official salary cod&. 
be lower than this, and if anfthing were wanted to prove the 
Spmbn simplicity, which was a characteristic of the Pilgrims, 
this would amply do so. In these days of expenditure of 
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on charitable aid, it: h peculiar to read, that under this 
the anm of 435 3s. was disbursed by the authd6ia 

during the six month. The total expenditure for the q u d r  of - 
1860, came to t 8 5  9el. 4dB, and that for 1851, L966 9s. ad. 

CHAPTER V. 

TEE BIEBT ma's PROG~~&ESS '(COHTR?UED).-THE COLOIIBTB' 

FiNTION has already been briefly made of the 
progress noticeable in the to- of Christchurch 
itself, during the h a t  year of theeojourn of the 
Pilgrims on the Plains. A few words P L ~  to what 

wm done outside %his limit m y ,  however, not be uninteresting. 
The Heruthcote Valley then, as now, was noted for its c a y  little 
faxme and flower gmdena. Here the Bev. Puckle, then the 
Church of & g h d  iklinkter, and the Re.8. I%. B. P;tul, afterwards 
better known as Archdeacon Paul, had built their houses, and the 
bright flowers of their gardens, and their trim-looking houses. 
were quite English Eke id the eyes of new arrivals who had , 

negotbted the somewhat s t 8  climb over the Bridle Path. 
Approaching  till nearer the Hwtheote River, *here the old road 
&om the present bridge used t o  dip into the VaZley, the farm of 
M.r. Townsend came into view. This w a  the fimt indicdion of 
the atretches of agricultural cultivation met with at intervals 
*her up the Perry Road. Across the ferry, no very gre& 
change has taken place since the time I have been speaking of, 
except that the Heathcote Arms has been re-built. Prom this 
lo ChriEItchurch Quay, just where the present flourihlhing suburb 
of Woolston now is, was all open country, none of the hadhaving 
been then taken up, except on the southern side of the Heathcote, 
where aever~l settlers had commenced £arming. At Chriskhnreh 



$my, w b r e  v a d a  still d o a d  timber, a wharf h d  been built, 
a d  a good d d  of d i n g  ww' done dong the F e q  Boa& 
to Lkiatchurch, prinapdy ~f hwvy gooh. Coming nearer 
~ t c h m c h ,  there were sweral f m m  dong the Ferry Road. 
These have now been eut .up into small lob, and built over, bu6 
at t h i ~  period--in 1862-there were wide str%iiche#~ of fern d 
tutu, interspersed hem and there with cleazings on which crops 
of wheat were raised 'Phirr neighbowhood b how pretty thickly 
planted with market gadens. Thw' it was the site cri' one d the 
two which supplied Ghristohmh, viz., tht owned by B. George 
dlle42. The other one was $hat at .the Ericka, w h m  W. William 
W~hon ~J t iv tx td  what wm h w n  as the B o t m i d  fhwdens. 
TBis was a reserve made hr the purpose by the Asao&tion. Thilii 

latter site wae the next part of the mbwlbra, in whkh 
progress waa thsn made towmda ciuilization. A b u t  twen?y 
acres were under edtivatio'n by Mr. Wibon, d here were mised 
the first Auatrdian trees grown in the settlement, wen sw star 
fruit h e n ,  Be. It may also be noted that Bdr;. Wilwn poasemed 
the only hive. of beeis a t  that time in CaaLferbury. The: gderm 
ww admimZ11y laid out,. and wm the favourite read! in 
m m e r  of the rerJiBents. Beyond the gadens, a;ud down &e 
river Avon, the first sign of cultivtition was tbe farm of Mr. W. G. 
B r i t t q  now $he r~idencu b~f the Eon. E. C. 5. (3tB'~ell~. This. 
spot m s  even in these early dars, mnowned for the 1 6 n c e  of 
iter flowers imd fruit, md the pecorda of the Ch&tchar& 
H o r t i d e a 1  Boeiety attest to the h t  that in WSP para, and 
d r  the auspices of its presant owner, it hm lost nQne of the 
p r d g e  then attaching to iO. Te give m idea d +Ae Ed of 
land it ww, it may be noted that the cost of extracting the tutu 
r o o k  from it, p d r  to cultivation, r d e d  no less fa  sum tbas 
dl0 t o  $12 per wre. Of caurae a$ tthi time, £ew8 if any of the 
modern appli~b~~oa in connection with ' agriculture had h x t  
invented Below khia, wa$ Mr. Ttmcred's, and beJrond'&ia-~, 
M'r. Jovsaph BriW%, occnpiid in 1d-a yeam by Nr. BoUe&sn 
a d  ssveral othw b a s ,  now '$nom m E i w ~ o d .  Towmdti 
Papmui on the one side, and Ric08rton on t&e &her, &I 'f-s 
'b3+ bm ~tmtid, and sp*g p e m l y ,  it msay be mid that in 

*:f.', tihe country as well as in t b  v ~ m ,  signs of subsbhl  p~ogrem 
weze notieable, wguing well for the future. A.a I htxve 
more thtg once &ate& I I not writing a hiEtforJr of the time, 

I ; bnt simply giving gosdpy p~collectiona, so that m y  detailed 
I 

1 demiption nmd llot be expected. b h c e  hm @beady been, 
madeto the m and ~ugc+~era '  Bodety, and it now becomes nem~isrtsy 

, #  shortly to allude to the dias~lntian of that body, md the  
fomtiori of mother iorganizcti~q which undertook-though be 
it renremberd in a perfec~ly. morthdox mmner-$he h k  of 
lo& go~ermment. In April, 1852, the Land l?Ureb@~' 
iirodety, reeognising the necessity of the e&abliahmen.t of 

I an org&%ion of a wider scope, md one whi& would embrace 
all the colonists, rn aa 60 ded with the maaj impartant politid. 
and sooh1 quedion~ which were beginning; to crop up, p ropod  
$0 perfom w k t  ia known in Japn,  as We "bppy  de~pa!tch."~ 

I . The Council of the 8o&y remmmendd that a Bociety to bel 
d d  t8e " &cie";p of ~ant&bwy Colonists " should be formed. 

\ to inelude evmy maJe inhabitant in the sett&ment w h ~  desired 
t a  become a member, og. pq&mh of a small ~%rn-I think one, 
&ilbg was the amount rsaggested The plaa prolped am, that. 
a Council of twglm should be selectd b;p the g m e d  body of. 
members, six; representing C b k h h d  rind the plains g~neraily, 
d fow, Lytteltoai the mmdnder to mprwmt the Perains&. 
!l%e hnGtiona of this Council tbaa reaollzm~nded by the Lana 

I, 3?urchers"ociety, was thak ttt &odd hold perbdid  naeetinp 
for the diecumion of dl ~nbje& af soczid and palitid iniwmt, 
and to bring u$er the notice3 of the ~ettlers pe r&y,  dl 

I, 
questivns in which they were ccmn6~~nd. It warn to take stepa 

b I : f o ~  the presentation of dl petitions ltnd mexzorirbls, and dm &. 
I I the medium of cenom~+t;ion beta- the erettlws, %be 

,8asociakion and the Govelcnment. It w a r  latrtly, fo call public- 
, mmtinge of the rettlem l;bemaelvw when nseesswy, fo decide any 

g u ~ o n  of grave imp'ortsn~e~ requiring the &@&on of the 
. eornmunity ~ l l  8 whole. rSwh waa dhe proposed c h t e r  of the 

&at a%hfept in Canterbury at load self 8ovam%ment, and we h 1 1  
see ca the' events which followed ctome to be touched upon, how 

'.J.( these idem weye cwried h t o  pm~tieal effect' At er g e d  
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m w g  of the SocieQ of ~&nd *Purehaam& held in Q h r i ~ t ~ h ~ r c h  not allowed to be moved. The Chairman ruled mwt autocratiaaflg 

in ~ p d ,  the report of the Conncil submitting the p.roposda , 
to, adopt&, and it was resolved to edl .  pubEc 4 
of the inbabitmh of Chriskehurch, Lyttelton. 

. 

U w w ,  to form the new t3ocietj. It waa JEIO d&d h hand 
over & books and pspera to it, as aoon aa it was -fwmid on 

*he nl~&rs*dine;. tbrat they were ultimately to be dcpo~ited 
*he Chairman was obdurate, and one of +he promoters ackIIdY .amoest &e public mc~rdrr. Meetings wepe c o a v d  b take 

in CbPidchqmh antf'ia Lyihltan with t-bis object. Fdor -  proposed that those ody who supported the %irman in his 
exfjr-dinarp ruling, should be conaidered as for* the meet++, 
and their Totes 0dy On any resolution taken. !&is mt-Hemded 
H m d ,  and accordingly a number of those present left the -%. . 
m e  remainder ~ r r i e d  the resolntions as drafted ; dtimafielgt, I 
b e k e y  however, the projectfell through. There wrtg p h n e  of work 
before the newly constituted local bodies. Sir George Grey ~d 
b r o ~ h t  before the Legislative Conncil, then a no&+ one, 4 the 
only authority in the Colony, an or@ance called the 

a. J. ~ m d  p~,aided, resolutions of a &m&r bharactm to those Council's bdinance. Under this the Colony w a  to be divided 

propod in Lyfjtelton were pasmd. The su5s~Piption was fhed into two Pm.8incesy namely New Munater and New T&ter. me 
+at sbmn138psr quarter? and $he Bockties were, then co~stil;uted, former ~0mpl'kWd the settlements of Wellington, Nebon, Canter. 

-*. &aq bebg elackd etkc the Pre~ident of the Lpelt;on one, bury. and Ohgo, ma the Canterbury District was aub-&&d i n t ~  

4 =; a. J. T m e d  of that in Ohristchurch. With t o  the Town of Christchurch, Christchurch Corn*, ~0~ of 

z;b:e b w ,  a sece&sion from it* ranks took place, or perhaps would L ~ t M t o n  and Akaroa. This was vigorously oppoaed~ the 

.be more corno~ to say an opposition was formed. was who e ~ e r g e t i d y  remonstrated that they were &tinctly promised 
that Canterbury should be f o d  into ra separate Prohce,  a p d  oomwed of gmdemen who thought that it would be better to 

-form aa institution of a purely l i t e r q  ltad scientist charstcrr, from WeIlington, and the other parts of the Colony, with whom 
the mttlament had nothing whatiever ip common. ~ 0 t h  the .excluding polikie~ altogether. Th ig  wm to be called the 

*istchUrch Athen-, and amongst those cancerned, were the Colonists' societies discussed the matter and ma-oualy 
~ ~ ~ d ~ ~ e d  the prop08&~. 51 00ctoW of thia yew, however, the New .Revs, 0. Mat&? E. Jambsl and J. Wilson, Capt. Westenra, 

-xmmil. Be&y, Watts-Eussd, C@s, W. G. Bl'iw and ~thers. Coneti~ution Act e v e  the settlers dl they waq@d in the 
~t the rne&g to establish this n~ doueq, which wslri h a  at 9 shape of represkmtative institutions. The CoJon&te' Societies , 

@ took a le*g in bringing before the settlers witable persons 
for the office of Superhtendent, and dso M e m h  of the 

I @enerd Assembly. Of cotme it was naturany to be 8x,pected G 

. dePecakd the &vision, thus imminent, as prejudicial to the end r the public would desire to see Mi. Bodley in this poaiti?n. B~ 
.they & had i~ .&w, and an. atmendmerit to one of the re.ssolntians, ha3 been most intim~Gely waociated with 'the se~ le r s  %om the 

h y  of th&' arrivaly ~d had, h &he b t  sense, been 

- -  
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ti guide, philosopher, and friend." The Colonists' 8ocieties 
unanimously requested him to tallow himself to be nominated, and 
a requisition was presented to him, sign4 by nearly every one in 
the settlement, but he declined. I may dismiss .this part of the 
rsubject, by saying that Mr. PitzGerald was ultimately elected as 
the &st Superintendent, defeating Nr. H. J. Tancred and Col: 
Camgbell. But it  wad^ not only in conne'ktion with the larger 
political events that the two Societies concerned themselves. They 
took oognimnee of the matters affecting what may be called the 
social interests of the eattlament. 5uch as f i e  pre~entioa, making 

'of r*, &c., much the same as in these later days, our City and 
Borough Chuncilsdo. One little matter which engagedeheatPlention 
of the Christchurch Society-only noticeable on account of aj* 
d'qr i t  which appeared in the ~ t k l t o l z  Times concerning it-was 
a large excavation in the Market Place. This waa w e d  by 
txbking out gravel to metal the Perry Road with, and as we then 
were not bles~ed with gas b p s ,  many of the worthy cithene 
wers in h g e r  on dark nights of coming to an untimely md 
fberein. The Colonists' Society duly deliberated upon the subjed, 
&nd agreed to communicate with Mr. Godley on the ,mbjeat with 
aview to having the excavation fil.le8.a~. As I have said, mention 
ia, only made of ttbis matter on account of the humorous h i o n  
respecting it, which is here reproduced. It is as following, and 
appeslred under the heading of " A n  Elaboration of the Infor- 
mtttion desired rehtpectingt restomtion of the excavation in the 
Market Place, Christehurch, to its original elevation :"- 

" fn the Merket qaae at Christch~oh waat made an excavation. 
Tho gravel taken thence being us or reparation Y Of the Heathoote Berry Boad, the: n great dilapidation. 
The Colonists' Sooiety d e w  information, 
Besolved on Tuesday last, after due delibmtion, 
That the Fhmtary do put himself into columnnioation 
With Blr. Godley, Resitlent Agent of the Association, 
And request of him to answer, without prevarication, 
If he at present purposes to.&& a restoration . 
Of the Market Place at Dhrisbhnrch, to its original elevation. 
It was strongIy represented then, that the preservation 
Of the peoples' lives and limbs from such a situation 
&that in Chrisboh~h they h d  themselves if through precipitation, 
They tumbled into head over heels @aid recited excavation, 

Was a qae~tion wM& meritad their dnat coneidstation, 
That elttg mads and dark nights were sufkient botheration 
.(When moon and stars were +oded, and no @mination 
Appeared in neighboaring coctsgee, to dord an intimation 
To the luoklew hveller) without this infernal excavation. 
For the88 a d  other reasom, &en of which the enumeration 
Would swell to inoonveniepc? the Secretary's mmmunication, 
The Colonists' Society wonld be glad of information, 
As to w W s  intended to be done about the restoration 
Of the Market Place at OhrisQhnroh, to ite origifpal elevation." 

XJ'ltimately the work was done, and the Pilgrim Pathers after this, 
wended their [way homewards in safety. With the advent of 
repwseatat;ive institutions, of course the Coloniect~' Bocietim 
. c a d  to occupy the position they ha8 formerly done, and merged 
into Literary hti tutes,  or scrmetbing of a similar character. Of 
aourse, in a settlement so thoronghly Engbh in its charmta,rr, 
wing waa entrly introduced. The come wa8 in Hagley Pmk, 
:about-so fax as my memory serves me-somewhere on the line of 
%he present road running from the Rimarton Hotel towards Fendal- 
-tan. Eaater Monday of 1852, a carnival day in the matter of 
~acingin  ChristchurCh. Th.e amopt of the stakes, when compared 
with tho= now given by the C. J.C. wil l  cause a smile, but then it 
was mow the spar+ than the amount to be won, which waa looked 
to. Three events formed the programme. The principal event was 
--the Cr~nterbury St. Leger. w.f.a., d, as was the custom then, it 
was run in  heat^ of two miles emh. The entrance was $1, and 
-thing of it ye sports of the present day, the stake was $210. 
'Three horses entered for this event, which was won by Mr. Lee's 
blk. g. Tamerlane. Thsn there vbs a Tradesmen's -PMe of $1 
-each, with &8 15s. added, catch weights, which was run in mile 
heats. The last event on the ctlrd was a Cart-horse Race, ownem 
np for a mile. The eIXfiadc8 money for this was 10s.' and the 
added money, $26 15s. As an evidence of the advancement of the 
settlement, the racing reporter of the period mentions that two 
OF three of the jockep were in £dl raoing costume. About a 
couple of hundred spectators were present on the occasion, and 
the day's sport was thoroughly enjoyed. The next sporting event 
was on the occasion of the celebration of the won& Bnniversary, 
.on December 16,1852. The programme on this festive occaaion 



emtained erix events, including of mume, the inevitable GktPt- 
horde h e .  The come, it may be nohd, had been improved in . 
tb m a t h  of lev-, &a, Ghat is, the t u m b  had been removed . 
to some extmt. B w*s about 1 mile 150 yards ia length. The 
fore-runner of tb Cctnterbury Cup, then adled the Christohureh 
Cup, W ~ F J  the first event. This was a Hurdle Bme, over six 
ilights, 3ft. Ciid. high. twice round the Course, w3.a The en&ce 
was $2, and the added money, $8 6s. Then wme the Bnniversary 4 

Plate of 43 -h, *th 68 8s. dde& money, w.f.a., which wm rn 
in bmb, A Eurdle Bate of $4 4s., and a CJ&-horm Race of 
42% 2s. closed the first da2e sport. I n  sg$&g of it, the mpozt 
quaintly says :-" A goodly wsembhge d drays aatd c*, ajad 
e m  two four-wheeled open ehsthes were drsm up geas the 
Judge'a $band."' Whatwould the racing scribe of that day think* 
if he d see the gathering of private ~~, fom-in-bds, 
and cabs to be found now at Riecarton, at the Bdetrop~litm - 

X&g? Bollowing this meeting, a movement was 8et on foot 
for the e&ablidunmt of a Jockey Club, which it'was hoped would 
ewntuate in the coum of the succeeding par. AB in other 
poxtions of t1;s little volume, I hqve mm1y &need at this 
subject, giving, as it were, only a passing xeferenm to early 
.sporting in Canterbray, which wi l l  enable the reader to atimate 
the advance which haPJ been made in this as well as in.materia1 
prosperity, dnriir$. the tWy-fonr yeram which haye elsped. 

EARLY JOUBPTbLIS~.--'J!HE FIRST HORTICULT'URAL CIH0W.- 

has &heady been stated, the Pilgrim Fathers' 
amongst other institutions of their native land, 

a brought with them a printing press and type, 
- T e  for the production in the settlement of an organ 
of public opinion. Mr. I. Shrimpton, of Oxford, was the pro- 
pietor, and with him alLo came some adepts in the black art of 
Gutenberg and Oaxton. So soon as. the firat colonists had got 
fairly settled down, the -T;ytteltow Times was launched. The siee 
.of the paper was foolscap, and comprised at f i s t  eight pages, the 
paper being published eveq Saturday. During the second year, 
%he number of pages was increased to ten by a supplement being 
issued. To the energetic, outspoken, and independent action of 
the p.aper in those early days, the colonists owed much. !L'he 
various subjects of public impcrtance wefe handled with a vigour 
.and abiliq which even in these days would command admiration 
and respect. T t  must be remembered that a most difficult h k  
was before the journalist of that day-public opinion there ww 
then none. Everything was new and ulltried, and it was the 
paper which had to educate and form the views of the people on the 
important wpk before thbm, that of' founding a new &pendency 
.of the British Crown. That this task was ably and faithfully 
performed, all how,  and the settlers of later date owe more than 
they at any time redse, to the independent and fearless m m e r  
in which the public writers of the early days conducted the only 
newspaper in Canterbury. A quaint little paper.was the Times of 
1852. No cable messages or long p~eois' of Parliamentary debates 
awnpied its columns, They were mainly filled wlth the discussion 
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of mattera having reference to the work of colonization which ation of the Horticultural Society is a fithg transition. The fmt 
was being carried on by the Pilgrims, and the news from t b  Show of the fhristchurah Horticultural Society was held ih 

I 
mother country four ar five months old. Amongst the latter, it Hagley Park, on December 16th 1852, being the celelm+tion of 
now gives one a queer sens~ation to mad the d.eikIrs of the m p  the second dnniversar;g of the seW1ement. JCn the brief s u ~  
G&&t of Louis Napoleon. It would require a volume in itself of the rise and progress of the C h r i s t c h d  Horti~ultuFd Society 

ZytteZtmt Tim% from the time of the  compiled by Mr. Thos. Gordon, the prexent Secretary, it is stated 

I 
cap, -My, to the eight-pqd M y ,  ibt  it was founded in 1861, this, I incline to think is a mistake, 
the world during the pmt twenty-four m d  that it should have been stated that the Society was re-con- 

hours. .I am therefore re1uctantl;y compelled merely to give the  s t i h t d  in tbt year.. As has been stated, the h t  Show ww 
most cursory glance at $he history of journalism here. M l y  b held in 1852. The prize schedule was on the same sa le  of 
June of 1862, s m n d  journal wm started. Tbia was!jTk modesty which cha;racterised public matters in these days, the 

' 

Bzcardicam and O i t ~ ~ B w t y  Adeertlism. Ddr. J .  E. Thacker, wh6 Brat prizes in most of the classes not exceeding five shillings. In 
k now well known in the Bays, was the proprietor, m d  it com- , ' fruit and flowers, the greatest number of the prizes were t&&n 
prised sixteen columns, but the exact size has now esmped my by Mesas. Dmns, Watts-Russell, W. I;). Brittan, Dr. Donald, 

I 
I 

-memory. In ,this, the gentleman, who foi. some gea~s, dealt. and the Rev. E. Packle. The Show for a b t  attempt, was e 
with horticulturd and agricultural matters, signing the initi& m y  s~cessful  ahir ,  and took place in a large marquee, after- 
" W. W.: made his wards used for $he farewell banquet t o  Mr. aodley, who having 

oultural editor. The City of Chriatchurch however, ' wae not: S s h e d  his wok, left the setelement on the 21st December, 1852, 
s&ciently advanced to support a new-epaper, and after a br;& for %gland. When one comparee the schednle now issued by 
existence of fm months, the Uwardiaw ceased publication, The the Cbristchurclh Horticultural Society, and the display made at 1 
very valuable farm and garden notes of W. W. were then various shows during the year, it affords yet anather instance of 

tranef erred to the Zy%tlsXtm Times, and for many years f ormet$, the wonderful progress which has been made here since khe time 

a prominent iteq ,in the Aht~nac. One sentence in them so. t o  wlrich these recollections refer. 

M y  impressed'itself on my memory tw having a b m u W p  
majestic ring-quite Johnsonian-about it; that I trenture te A.llaion h a  been made in tlie earlier chapters, to the.diEculti& 

quote it now. Here it is-" Though at Chris- we ean neither experienced by .the w l y  settlers in the matter of communication 

mapend mistletoe boughs from the ceilings of om dwellings, nor 
between the Port and the ~ l a i b .  When the paper, which fomed 

I 
display bunches of holly berries; yet by the time it afiives, we 

the nucleus of this little work, was read before the members of 
the Oanterbury Caledonian Bocietg; Hr. W, Boag gave an instanw s h d  be able to  pile o& tables with delicious strawberries, and 

enjoy the fragrance and beauty of wreaths of blooming roees- of what occmed to him, which will well b m  reproduction. Ddr, 

luxuries which the noblest and wealthiest of Englandfs ariatocraccy Boag landed here in 1851, and settled on land at Burnside, the 

cannot, at this season, enjoy." Talk about the "hifdutin" of 
site of hk present estate. Then it was not in the cultivated stats 
it now is, and the house was a sod house, roughly constructed. Of 

emigration lecturers, that grandilpquent sentence ought, a d  
course, to cultivate the hnd, a plough was indispensable, but 

perhaps did, help Bo induce many to cast in their lot in snch (E 
ploughs were ploughs in those days, and exceedingly hard to get, 

favoured land. 
even at a high price. At h a t  Mr. B a g  hemd of one far sale in 

~ m m  dispuisitiona on horticdture and farming t o  the found- Lyttelton-a common swing plough-for 830, ~ c c o ~ ~ ~ ~  
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1 away he trudged from B d e  into Lyttelton, end bowght the t h e ~ e  *recollections to a close. Before doing so, however, I will 
plough. But having b q h t  it, the a;$.eulty mow aa to bow it just bring together some miscellaneous items which will, perhaps, 

was to  bs taken from Lyttelton to t b  farm. An amngemsnt a b l e  any one who may read them to firm same idsa of the state 

wm firid t o  be m& with s baatmsm, to take i t  round, -of matters in these early days. I have already said we were a 

8amwr,'but tbe price demmded for tb work w a  too high, and . primitive people. Here is an insttiace of it which shows that we 
3%. Boag t h  determined b make an attempt t o  bring the were not only so, but viewed in the light of the modmn " Gaming 

and' Lotteries Act," somewhat degenerate also. I quote an 
.advertisement from the LytteZto.~t 1Cimes, of March 5,1852, in all 

I 
Wd*, waa the only trial made of &he kind proposed bg Xi. . ih na t i~e  beauty. 'Phs is i W  To be rafEed for, as .soon as a 

Ikg. A st& wm made by him bright and early next. morning sdc ien t  number of membera are obtained, a newly erected 
wwther board house, containing a large front shop and bedroom 
in Cashel Streei;, Christchurch. Twenty-five subscribers of $2 

in those b y 1  WM no lighti matter. 031. r)J1*l~al .eich, the putter up and the wiqner to spend 50s. each." lChe 

at the Ferry, the bullock ww taken out of the &,and away Mr. way too, in which the street's were formed was alan primitive. I 
Boag &~rtsd  with him o ~ e r  fhe hilL The plough was attach~d to .can remem%er aha3 may be called a levy being made on the 

the bullack, a;nd the hornewcard journey commeraoed. Now 3&. residents in Cashel Btreet to each do an hour's work with barrow 

33o~g's ~ a u b l e s  alsi began, T b  plough swayed from side to side m d  spade. There was no compulsion, only they were obliged to, 

a m  the roughly metitlled 4, much to the $isgust of! both Mr. -m&amongst the first men pressed into the service was the stalwart 
Boag and the bullock. But if the w t q ~ t  had been %ail, the incumbent of St. Michael's, the Rev. Octavius Mathias, who 

1 dw-B wm a h&ed times wome. The ballmsk being on thp immdled his b-w, ancl used the spade and pick in a'thoroughly 

I 
h o m e d  set & & t; good p a ~ e  down the hi& the plough workmanlike manner. As giving an idea of the price of land 
cb-g afbr big 'heeI$ a& every moment t h b n i n g  to pitch in C@stchmch at thie time, it may be mentioned that it was 

I -.the side of the raad into the gully below. The bullock xyorded as an instance of progress that four q u h r  acres in 
I unable to ~flder&ad w b t  sort cd lp thing if was whish waa Colombo Street, near the Market Place, had been sold at $30 

+meating ao much & t u ~ b m ~ e  behind him, stuck tip, and would go each quarter, or $120 for the mre. I n  the matter of sheep, the 
prices then obtained, wonld, if they now prevailed, gladden the 
hearts of 343. John Matson and his coadjutors. They were then 

h s e l f ,  Jriving the bullock c*l before him. How he enjoyed imported principally from Sydney, and ewes brought a no less 
enm than 15s. 38. per head. Even in these early times, the fame 
of Papanui for potato growing was established, for I notice a root 
from there producing seventeen potatoes, weighing seventeen 
pounds and a-half. dome little excitement was caused amongst 
-the settlers by the appearance of an advertisement early in the 
year, calling for tenders for depasturing on Hagley Park, the 
Town Reserves, atnd the Botanical Gardens. Tbe idea of tho 
people was that the Association had no right to offer the T o m  
Reserves, and with regard to  the Botanical Gardens, they had 

1 
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Eeen f e n d  in by the H o r t i m h d  Society, and it was understood 
had been reserved for them. How this waa resumed possession of 
and ultimately sold, I do not know, but certainly at thig time, it 
was understood to have been reserved by the Association, for the 
use of the Society. However this.may be, the rights .I;o hpastars 
on the several places, were sold by auction, and it may be 
intereating here to quote the prices obtained. Here they are- 
Hagley Park, 2s.7d. per acre per amwn ; the Domain, &. td. ;. 
South and E a t  Town Reserves, ha. Sd.; Botanical Gardens, 
10s. 6d. ; North Town Iteaerves, 2s. 

Looking through the emlier issues of the ZytteZtm Times, one 
comes across some quaint paragraphs. Here are two which a m  
well worth reproducing. The h t  gives an idea of the primitive 
way in which we lived in thoae thes .  The chronicler says :- 
"On Tuesday night, Nr, and Mrs. Watts-Eussell gave a ball to rs, 
numerous party of friends. The cottagers along the Riccarton 
&ad muat have been smpriaed at the number of drays, spring 
carts, horsemen, an& foot polsaengers proceeding to the scene of' 
festivity." Imagine now-&-daysj thoae invited to a ball going in 
s bullock dray! Yet I have no doubt they footed it quite as 
merrily, and enjoyed the evening to the full as much as if they 
had gone in a luxurious carriage with C. springs, such as their 
more fortunate sisters n&-rt-hy crln do, iaatead of the homely 
bullock dray, or more refined spring cart. The other paragraph 
to which reference has been made, is equally as quaint. It is as 
follows :-" All this week Christchurch has been elllivened by the  
presence of se~eral large flocks of sheep and herds of cattle, on 
their way from the port to the interior of the country." Conld 
anything be more comic4 than the grave announcement that 
Chriatchurch. has been " enlivened " by "the presence " of " f l o h  
of sheep and herb of cattle." If the streets were now " enlivened '* 
in this manner, there would be a veq  large accession of fines ta 
-the City Council. 

Reference has already been made to the lock-up. This w w  
erected in the Ddarket Place, about where the solitary shop left 
standing now is. It was s small building, about the size of an 

-ordinary mom, md was designad and erected by Mr. Isaac Luck, 
We do not now give a ball on the ocmion of erecting such 
buildings, but then Terpsichorean gatherings were few and  fa^ 
between, and we were glad then to seize any excuse for a dance.. 
Hence, when the lock-up was completed, a d  ready for its guests,. 
the contractor issued invitations to the fmhion and beauty of 
Christchurch, rend a ball was held therein: It seems a strange 
contntlJt,to the uses for which the building was erected. On the 
one hand, light, music, dancing; on the other, darkness, degm- 
Bstion, and despair. At least one sentiment must have been 
omitted from the list of towts, viz. :-that the gueats might ~ o o n  
meet again in the p h e  of festivity. However thia does not seem 
to haxe interfered with the enjoyment of the guests, but as 
ahowing the dierent phases of life, I may note that some few 
months &er this, I attended an inquest on a setitler who had 
hung himself in a fit of deliviesnt t~twmss. The newspaper note of 
the feativitiea on the the occ&on of the opening of the building 
gravely expresses a hope, that the guests might not have occasioa 

. to o m i y  the room under my less pleasant  circumstance^. 

I do not thiik I can more fitly close these recollections of old'. 
times than by reference to the farewell of Mr. Joh'n Robert. 
Gtodley to Canterbury. This was,'as it were, the epoch which 
marked the commencement of the new era of things in t h e  
d e m e n t .  Up to this, it had been dependent upon the Associa- 
tion, and'subject t3 its authority. Now it wols like a young man, 
just starting in life, and taking up the cares and respoasibilitiesc 
af self-government. Though the position of Mr. Qodley in the  
settlement bad virtually been an autocratic one, as owing to tha; 
distance from England he had ~ecessarily to act on his own. 
responsi.bility, yet he never abused it. He wm indeed the friendl 
of nearly every one in Canterbury, mhn, woman, md child. T* 
him they came with their difficulties and their troubles, and they 
were always sure .of receiving good advice in the one ease? an& 
substantial help were it needed in the other. It is therefore 
scarcely to be wondered at that the departure from .our midst of 
one who had hitherto been the leader of the Pilgrims, created no  
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small amount of interest. An attempt had, as I here already men- 
ijioned, been made to induce him to  accept the o5ce of buperin- 
tendent, but he declined much'to the regret of every one. Of 
.course he was not allowed to leave without some expression of 
public feeling, and it *was therefore determined to give a farewell 
luncheon to Mr. md Mrs. Gtodley. This was most appropriately 
fixed to take place in Hagley Park, on the celebration of the second 
anniversary. There was a large s~nd representative gathering, some 
-150 being present. The chair was occupiedlby Capt. Simeon, the 
BRsident Magiatrate. The scene of the parting between the 
Pilgrims and their leader was one of touching ih res t ,  the more SO 

afil Mr. Godley was not spared to pay another visit to the settlement 
he loved so well, and in which he would have seen so many marks 
of progress. The proceedings comprised the presentation to Mr. 
.and Mrs. Godley of an address from the settlers, conveying 
the high esteem and respect entertained by the whole of the 
inhabitants for them, The health of Mr. and Mrs. Godley wm 
then proposed by the chairman, and responded to by Mr. Godley 
in  moat eloquent address. I venture to make one or two 
-extracts from it to show h t l y  the true nature of Xr. Gtodley's - . connection with the Pilgrims, and secondly, what was the idea of 
Mr. Godley and those associated with him in the work of 
.colonization as to the character of the settlement. Speaking on 
this first point, Mr. Godley eloquently describes the simple, almost 
paternal relations existing between himself -and the settlers. He 
says :-" Nearly every inhabitant of Canterbury is, more or 1 ~ s  
known to me as I am to them ; with a large proportion-T h d  
nearly said with the greafer part of them-I hiwe been in conatant 
perso& intercourse. I have watched the growth' of nearly every 
house, the cultivation of every field, the p r o g d  of every crop in 
the settlement, as if it were my own. I ,have superintended the 
.construction of your public works, the building of your churchw, 
the management of your schools. I have borne a psi& in your 
politied'proceedings, and attended all your public meetings-in 
short the affairs of this settlement have become pa& and parcel of 
my life and 'being to an extent which could .hardly have taken 
place under any other combination of circumstances." Could 

mything remind one &re d the primitive simplici%y of the mle. 
runangst the Pilgrim lhtbers of New England than this. Ib. 
pastook more af that of the father of a family t b  a public 
o%cial bound down by the hard and dry matine of red tape. 
As to the ided sett1iimen.t which ther promoters of the Canterbury . . 
Association-and the colonish themselve~ tw-had scet up for- 
themselves, he~le & what Mr. Godley says :-" No man k thisr . 
world can go through any entqP';se that has gfmtiness in it,. 
without being often and sorely disappointed, bmuse nothing. 
&reat is ever done without enthusiasm, and enfhneiash stre always 
over smguine. When I &st adopted and made my own the i h  
of t h i~  Colony, it p i c t a d  itself to my &d in tbcr wlours of 
Utopk. h w  that I have been a p & i d  cdoaiP;er, and have 
seen how these things are managed in fact, I o h n  smile when I 
think of the ideal Csnterbury of which our imagination dretuned. 
Yet I see nothing in th dream to regret or be =hamad of, md I 
am quite sure 'that wikout the enthusiasm, tho goehy, the- . ,  
mredity (if you will) with which our sch&e wm omrlaiid, itt ' --I . - 
would never have been mwmpliahed. Besides, 1 am not stt dl 
snrs that %he reality, though less showy, is not in many respecfs. 2 

sounder epd better than the dream," One mom extract I am ' - 
tempt~d'to idlid on my &ad~rs. 1 do not think tht in ineee 
later days any one baa done justice to the members a% that, 
colonizing A~ociation, to which Cankrbury owes its birth, or 
recognised Qe debt we aa colonists awe to $hem. It is to ahow .:. . : . 
what this debt really is that I venture once mom to &-prodace 
the .wads of DBr. Gtodley, m he puts the case concisely aad 
eloquently. A£ter spaking. of the seal m d  disinCrestednw. 
with which the work entered upon by the ho&t ion  w& casried. 
out, Mr. Godley @weeded as follows :-" They have made plenty 
of mistakes, na  dosbt; thak was inseparable from their coa- - 
stitution, as a llistant governing body, tlnd nobody hw prote&ed 
ag~bInst what I believed tbip errors more strongly than I b v e  ; 
but if they have q d e  ~ u c h  mi&ke~, the .leading memhms of the 
Aseodation h v e  nobly done their best to redeem them by 
voluntarJr personill sa&ces which no om had a Fight to 
demaaLd i t  their &an&. I know fhese men iatimatdy, &hey are 




